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The children of 
Newbold and Unicy Bounds Cannon 

 
November 9, 2023 

 
 
1. Children of Newbold and Unicy Bounds Cannon, Kirkman - Sarah 
2. Children of Newbold and Unicy Bounds Cannon, Hawkins family from Caroline to Felix Albert 
3. Children of Newbold and Unicy Bounds Cannon, Hawkins family from Unicy to Lorinda Jane 
4. Children of Newbold and Unicy Bounds Cannon, George – NJ 
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1833 First Elections, Canton Twp., Lewis County, MO 
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George Cannon 

Son of Newbold, Sr., and Unicy Bounds Cannon 
 

George was born 2/4/1797, Bath County, KY, presumably.  I haven’t found any other information for 
him.  He is not listed in Newbold’s will as an heir, so I presume he died young, before he married. 
There is an entry for George Cannon in the 1836 Territorial census of Dubuque County, IA.  I know that 
Clement Cannon moved there prior to 1834; I also have an unaccounted for man on Clement’s 1820 
census in Missouri.  Is it possible that George is that person? 
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On the 1850 census, George Cannon in Dubuque territory say that he was born in CT, his wife in NY, 
children in OH.  Wrong person. 

 
James Cannon 

Son of Newbold, Sr., and Unicy Bounds Cannon 
 

He was a twin to Henry. LeMaster Bible page says James was born in the morning, Henry in the evening.  
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Henry Cannon 
Son of Newbold, Sr., and Unicy Bounds Cannon 

 
Henry Cannon b. 9/10/1798, Bath County, KY, presumably; m. Elizabeth Dean Crooks, 1/8/1824, Bath 
County, KY; d. 9/1/1830, Canton Twp., Lewis County, MO; buried in Wyaconda Baptist Church Cemetery, 
Canton Twp., Lewis County, MO. 
 

 
Elizabeth Dean Crooks Cannon Lefler stone, Wyaconda Baptist Church Cemetery, Canton Twp., Lewis 
County, MO 
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Elisha Lefler stone, Wyaconda Baptist Church Cemetery, Canton Twp., Lewis County, MO 
 
Henry was killed by Indians; perhaps realizing he was dying, he wrote his will, dying within a few days.  
His wife, Elizabeth Dean Crooks Cannon, was pregnant at the time, and in honor of her husband’s 
memory, named their daughter Henry Margaret Cannon.  This girl used that name on legal documents 
all her life. 

He was a twin to James. LeMaster bible page says James was born in the morning, Henry in the evening.  

It seems that Esther and Henry married siblings, she John Crooks, he Elizabeth Dean Crooks. 

Trip to Lewis County, MO genealogy society in 2008 

From George Hoffman, a handwritten letter dated Mar. 22, 1983, Sparta, MO 
Dear Mr. Hoffman: 
…I do have the Crooks-Cannon family Bible.  The problem is it gives dates and names, but it never refers 
to places, when in many cases would be a great help in tracing other family members. 
…Henry Cannon was born 10 Sept. 1798  Place uknown 
Elizabeth Cannon was born 31 Jan. 1805  Place unkown 
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The Bible does not indicate her maiden name. 
Their children: 
Albert F. Cannon born 28 Nov. 1824   died 5 Sept. 1826 
William R. Cannon  born 15 Jan. 1827  died 23 Jan. 1842 
John W. Cannon  born 12 Nov. 1829    died 26 Oct. 1850 
Henry Margaret Cannon  born 22 Nov. 1830  died 13 Dec. 1914 
  (my great grandmother Crooks.  I remember her and attended her funeral) 
Henry Cannon died 1 Sept. 1830  (before Henry Margaret was born). 
No record of Elizabeth Cannon’s death. 
Henry Margaret Cannon and Milton Edgar Crooks were married 12 Dec. 1848 in Lewis County and had 
three children: 
Levina Jane Crooks  born Sept. 1840    died 3 Mar 185? 
John Henry Crooks   born Mar 1851   died 26 Feb 186? 
James Elisha Crooks  born 5 Aug. 1853  died 9 Jan. 1939? 
  This was my grandfather 
Our family Bible mentions no other Cannon names, and therefore any connection with either John  
B. or Newbold Cannon is impossible. 
It seems to me, strictly from memory, that I remember hearing family conversations wherein the Cannon 
family were originally located in the Elsberry, MO, area.  This may give you some sort of lead. 
…..Sincerely, 
    Dallas Crooks 
John Cannon of Clark County to Elizabeth Henton of Lewis County 
April 22, 1852  (this is on last page, following Dallas’ signature.  I take this to mean that John W. Cannon 
married Elizabeth Henton.  He died later that year). 
 



 
Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 

 

- 8 - 

 



 
Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 

 

- 9 - 

 

 
George Hoffman, Dallas Crooks ltr, 3.22.1983.2 
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George Hoffman, Dallas Crooks ltr, 4.8.1983.2 
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Marriage to Elizabeth Dean Crooks, 1824 
 

  
Henry Cannon, marr bond, Bath County, KY 
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Henry Cannon, marr record, 11.8.1824 
 

Land Patent #1681 
E ½ SE ¼ Sec 28, Twp 62 R5W 

 
Below is a copy of this land patent, but the date I see is after Henry’s death.   

 
Henry Cannon, land patent #1681 
 
This map represents that land in 1878: 
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1830 census, Marion County, MO 
Henry Cannon 
2 free white males under 5   (William, John) 
1 free white male 30-40     (Henry) 
1 free white female 20-30  (Elizabeth) 
1 free white female slave under 10   (Barbary Allen?) 
5 total in household 
 
On same census page are John Crooks, Newbold Cannon, Sr., Gregory F. Hawkins, Jesse McPherson and 
Clement Cannon 
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Henry was killed by Indians, as the story goes, wrote a will before he passed away 
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Henry Cannon, will, 8.30.1830.2 
 
Will of  
Hy.  Cannon 
 August the 30th 1830.  In the name of God, Amen.  I Henry Cannon being perfectly in my senses 
and of a sound mind, I do ordain this to be my last will and testament.  First of all I recommend my soul 
unto Almighty God who gave it, and my body to be buried in good decent burial as it respects my goods 
and chattels first I give and bequeath unto my beloved wife Elizabeth Cannon all my goods and chattels 
and household furniture the 80 acres of land on which I now live also a negro girl one horse and mare 
and one cow during her life time then to be divided equally amongst my three children one yet not being 
born William K? R? Cannon and John W. Cannon my two sons for whitch purpose I do appoint Gregory 
F. Hawkins  Newbold Cannon my executors in witness whereof I have set my hand and affixed my seal 
the date above written. 
 

Henry Cannon  seal 
 
Attest 
Thomas L. Beckner 
James C. Crooks 
State of Missouri 
County of Marion Sct?  This day personally appear Thomas L. Beckner and James C Crooks before me 
Theodore Jones Clerk of the County Court within and for the county aforesaid. 
 
Final Filed No. 350 
 
 
According to George Hoffman, descendant of John B. Cannon, Henry Cannon was killed by Indians.  Our 
assumption is that he was aware that he was dying and wrote a will; he died two days after the will was 
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written.  Notice he mentions an unborn child.  Two months after his death, his widow had a daughter, 
who she named Henry Margaret Cannon.  (The girl uses this name on legal documents throughout her 
life.)  Henry Margaret Cannon married Milton E. Crooks, who is a step-cousin.  Milton E. Crooks is 
mentioned in the estate papers of Newbold Sr., and is executor of John W. Cannon’s will.  John W. 
Cannon purchased Newbold Sr.’s land at his estate sale, and later Milton E. Crooks, as executor of John 
W. Cannon’s will, contests an issue with Newbold’s estate. (Milton E and H. Margaret Cannon Crooks are 
buried in Wyaconda Baptist Church Cemetery, Canton Twp., Lewis County, MO.) 
 
This was part of information we received from George Hoffman.  It’s a copy of a handwritten paper, and 
refers to the Negro girl mentioned in Henry’s will: 
 

Henry Cannon 
My Father bought a Barbery Alen colord when about 10 years old at his Death willed her to My 
Mother Mrs. Lefler and at her Death to his heirs of whom I am the only one living She had 5 boys up to 
the time they were set free. 
 
Frank was born May 13, 1841   
Jim was born March 2, 1843 
Jo was born January 21, 1846 
George was born October 18, 1851 
Charley was born October 1855 
 
Henry Margaret Crook Nee Cannon 
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Henry Margaret Cannon Crooks stmt about slaves owned by her father, Henry Cannon 
 
Also worth noting about Henry’s will: 
Gregory F. Hawkins is Henry’s brother-in-law (married to Sarah Cannon Hawkins), Newbold is Henry’s 
brother, Thomas L. Beckner is a brother-in-law (married to Malinda Cannon Beckner), and James C. 
Crooks is either a brother-in-law or father-in-law (I haven’t looked into it).   Henry’s sister Esther also 
married a Crook. 
 

Elizabeth married Elisha Lefler 
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Elizabeth Dean Crooks Cannon Lefler, marr rec

 
Elizabeth Dean Crooks Cannon Lefler, marr rec 
 
They are on same census page as John Crooks, Esther’s family.  Living next to Newbold Cannon. 
1840 census, Lewis County, MO 
Elisha Lefler 
2 males 10-15  (could be William K and John W. Cannon) 
1 male 20-30  
1 male 30-40     (Elisha) 
1 female 5-10   (Henry Margaret) 
1 female 30-40   (Elizabeth) 
1 male slave under 10 
1 female slave 10-24   (Barbery Allen) 
8 total in household 
4 engaged in agriculture 
 
1850 census, District 48, Lewis County, MO 
Elisha Lefler, 46, farmer, real estate, $2,080, b. in KY 
Elizabeth Lefler, 45, b. in KY 
Lyceken, 2, b. in MO 
John Pool, 35, b. in KY 
 
1850 slave census, District 48, Lewis County, MO 
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I presume the 30 year old black woman is Barbery Allen; the other three are her children,  
 
“Frank was born May 13, 1841.   
Jim was born March 2, 1843 
Jo was born January 21, 1846” 
 
1860 census, Canton Twp., Lewis County, MO 
Elisha Lifler, 57, farmer, real estate $16,000, personal property $6,000, b. in KY 
Elizabeth Lifler, 56, b. in KY 
Ann E., 13, b. in MO 
 
1860 slave census, Canton Twp., Lewis County, MO 

 
 
Barbary Allen would be the 40 year old female 
I presume, as in the 1850 census, that the boys are her sons. 
 
“Frank was born May 13, 1841.   
Jim was born March 2, 1843 
Jo was born January 21, 1846 
George was born October 18, 1851  
Charley was born October 1855?” 
 
Did Charley pass away, or sold?  There is a 1 year old now. 
 
Who is those boys’ father?? or fathers?? 
 
1870 census, Canton Twp., Lewis County, MO 
Elisha Lefler, 66, farmer, real estate $3,000, personal property $300, b. in KY, cannot read or write 
Elisabeth Lefler, 65, keeps house, b. in KY, cannot read or write 
Abraham Ellis, 30, works on farm, personal property $300, b. in KY, cannot read or write 
Rena B. Ellis, 21, b. in MO 
 

Elizabeth d. in 1872 
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Elizabeth Dean Crooks Cannon Leffler, obit, TheCantonPress, 2.29.1872 
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Twp 62 R6W, Lewis County, MO, 1878.  Lefler’s land is in section 33.  Adjoins Milton Edgar and Henry 
Margaret Cannon Crooks’ land. 
 

Elisha d. 12/30/1878 
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Elisha Lefler, obit, TheCantonPress, 1.3.1879 
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Elisha Lefler, will.2 
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Elisha Leffler, will, 1.27.1879 
 
Children of Henry and Elizabeth Dean Crooks Cannon 
Grandchildren of Newbold and Unicy Bounds Cannon 
 
1. Albert F. Cannon, b. 11/28/1824, KY, presumably; d. 9/5/1826, KY, presumably;  

 
2. William K. Cannon, b. 1/15/1827, KY, presumably; d. 1/23/1842;  

 
3. John Wallace Cannon, b. 11/12/1829, KY, or MO; d. 10/26/1850, possibly in CA;  

 
4. Henry Margaret Cannon Crooks, b. 11/22/1830, Lewis County, MO; m. Milton Edgar Crooks, 

12/12/1848, Lewis County, MO; d. 12/13/1914, Gregory, Lewis, MO; buried in Wyaconda Baptist 
Church Cemetery, Canton Twp., Lewis County, MO. 

 
John Wallace Cannon 
Son of Henry and Elizabeth Dean Cannon 
Grandson of Newbold and Unicy Bounds Cannon 
 
Hawkins history says that John Cannon and Gregory Farmer Hawkins went to Nevada City, CA, in the 
Gold Rush, and John Cannon died there, along with a man named Davis. Several of Esther Cannon 
Crook's children went to Nevada City, also. 
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John Wallace Cannon, probate 
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John Wallace Cannon, est continued, Milton E Crooks, admin, 3.1853 
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John Wallace Cannon, final estate settlement, 7.27.1854 
 
 
Henry Margaret Cannon Crooks 
Daughter of Henry and Elizabeth Dean Crooks Cannon 
Granddaughter of Newbold and Unicy Bounds Cannon 
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Henry Margaret Cannon Crooks stone, Wyaconda Baptist Church Cemetery, Canton Twp., Lewis County, 
MO 
 
Henry Margaret was named for her father, who was killed by Indians, so we are told, before she was 
born.   
 
According to George Hoffman, descendant of John B. Cannon, Henry Cannon was killed by Indians.  Our 
assumption is that he was aware that he was dying and wrote a will; he died two days after the will was 
written.  Notice he mentions an unborn child.  Two months after his death, his widow had a daughter, 
who she named Henry Margaret Cannon.  (The girl uses this name on legal documents throughout her 
life.)  Henry Margaret Cannon married Milton Edgar Crooks, who is a step-cousin.  Milton E. Crooks is 
mentioned in the estate papers of Newbold Sr., and is executor of John W. Cannon’s will.  John W. 
Cannon purchased Newbold Sr.’s land at his estate sale, and later Milton E. Crooks, as executor of John 
W. Cannon’s will, contests an issue with Newbold’s estate. (Milton E. and Henry Margaret Cannon 
Crooks are buried in Wyaconda Baptist Church Cemetery, Canton Twp., Lewis County, MO.) 
 
 
1840 census, Lewis County, MO 
Elisha Lefler 
2 males 10-15  (could be William K and John W. Cannon) 
1 male 20-30  
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1 male 30-40     (Elisha) 
1 female 5-10   (Henry Margaret) 
1 female 30-40   (Elizabeth) 
1 male slave under 10 
1 female slave 10-24   (Barbery Allen) 
8 total in household 
4 engaged in agriculture 
 
 
This was part of information we received from George Hoffman.  It’s a copy of a handwritten paper, and 
refers to the Negro girl mentioned in Henry’s will: 
 

Henry Cannon 
My Father bought a Barbery Alen colord when about 10 years old at his Death willed her to My 
Mother Mrs. Lefler and at her Death to his heirs of whom I am the only one living She had 5 boys up to 
the time they were set free. 
 
Frank was born May 13, 1841   
Jim was born March 2, 1843 
Jo was born January 21, 1846 
George was born October 18, 1851 
Charley was born October 1855 
 
Henry Margaret Crook Nee Cannon 
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Henry Margaret Cannon Crooks stmt about slaves owned by her father, Henry Cannon 
 

Marriage to Milton Edgar Crooks 
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Henry Margaret Cannon Crooks, marr record, Lewis County, MO, 2.26.1849 
 
Milton was often named as an executor or administrator on probates and wills in the area, including 
many members of our Cannon families.  For instance, Milton was the executor of his brother-in-law’s 
estate in1853: 
 

 
John Wallace Cannon, est continued, Milton E Crooks, admin, 3.1853 
 
Milton was also involved with his Newbold J. NJ Cannon’s estate.  He was involved in his father-in-law’s 
estate (Elisha Lefler). 
 
1860 census, Jackson Twp., Clark County, MO 
M.E. Crooks, 37, farmer, personal property $1,000, b. in KY 
H.E. Crooks, 30, b. in MO 
Jno H., 9, b. in MO 
Jas E., 7, b. in MO 
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Milton Edgar Crooks, CantonWeeklyPress, 8.6.1863 
 

Son John d. in 1866 
 
 

 
John Henry Crooks, obit, TheCantonPress, 3.1.1866 
 

 
Milton Edgar Crooks, Madison C Hawkins, TheCantonPress, 4.25.1867 
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Milton Edgar Crooks, Madison C Hawkins, TheCantonPress, 5.30.1867 
 
1870: I think the census taker checked the wrong boxes showing inability to read, bc there are too many 
people on this page checked as ‘cannot read and write,’ to be believable. 
 
1870 census, Twp. 62, R 6, Lewis County, MO 
Milton E. Crooks, 47, real estate $2,000, personal property $250, b. in KY, cannot read and write 
Henry M. Crooks, 39, keeps house, b. in MO, cannot read and write 
James E., 17, works on farm, b. in MO, cannot read and write 
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Twp 62 R6W, Lewis County, MO, 1878.  Lefler’s land is in section 33.  Adjoins Milton Edgar and Henry 
Margaret Cannon Crooks’ land. 
 
1880 census, LaGrange, Lewis, MO   Main St. 
Milton E. Crooks, 57, miller, b. in KY, parents b. in KY 
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Henry M. Crooks, female, 49, keeping house wife, b. in MO; parents b. in KY 
Nancy Cannon, 73, widow, boarder, unemployed, b. in VA, parents b. in VA 
 
Nancy Cannon was Nancy Iler Cannon, widow of Henry Margaret’s uncle, John B. Cannon. 
 
 

 
Milton Edgar Crooks, son, TheLaGrangeDemocrat, 4.2.1880 
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Milton Edgar Crooks, TheLaGrangeDemocrat, 6.15.1882 
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Milton Edgar and Henry Margaret Cannon Crooks, marr ann, ClarkCountyCourier, 12.30.1898 
 

 
Milton Edgar Crooks, obit, TheCantonPress, 4.14.1899 
 
1900 census, Clay Twp., Clark County, MO 
James E. Crooks, 46, b. 8/1853, m. 24 yrs, b. in MO, father b. in KY, mother b. in MO, farmer, rents farm 
Josephine Crooks, 44, b. 1/1856, m. 24 yrs, 2 children b., 2 living, b. in MO, father b. in KY, mother b. in 
VA, 
Edgar D., 19, son, b. 6/1880, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, telegraph operator 
Mary B., 14, daughter, b. 8/1885, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, 
Henrietta M. Crooks, 69, mother, 1 child b., 1 living, b. 11/1830, b. in MO, parents b. in KY 
Martha Jones, 70, mother-in-law, b. 6/1829, 1 child b., 1 living, b. in VA, parents b. in VA 
Steve E. Sanders, 37, boarder, b. 9/1862, b. in MO, father b. in England, mother b. in OH, farmer, rents 
farm 
Oskar J. Klusmeier, 23, boarder, b. 8/1876, b. in MO, parents b. in Germany, telegraph operator 
Matthew G. Birk, 70, boarder, b. 10/1829, b. in VA, parents b. in VA, farmer, rents farm 
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Frank Bingham, 20, boarder, b. 7/1879, b. in IL, father b. in ME, mother b. in IL, day laborer, 3 months 
not employed 
Dan Sangson, 88, boarder, b. 2/1872, b. in IL, parents b. unknown 
Onta Bates, 49, boarder, b. 1/1851, b. in Germany, parents b. in Germany 
Everet W. Bingham, 53, boarder, b. 6/1846, b. in ME, father b. in England, mother b. in Scotland 
Theodore Cole, 50, servant, b. 4/1850, b. in MO, parents b. unknown 
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Henry Margaret Cannon Crooks, LewisCountyJournal, 4.5.1912 
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Henry Margaret Cannon Crooks, obit, TheCantonPress, 12.18.1914 
   
Henry Margaret Cannon Crooks obit 
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Henry Margaret Cannon Crooks, obit, ClarkCountyCourier, 12.25.1914 
 
Children of Milton Edgar and Henry Margaret Cannon Crooks 
Grandchildren of Henry and Elizabeth Dean Crooks 
Great Grandchildren of Newbold and Unicy Bounds Cannon 
 
1. Lavina Jane Crooks, b. 9/20/1849; d. 3/3/1850; buried in Wyaconda Baptist Church Cemetery, 

Canton Twp., Lewis County, MO. 
 

2. John Henry Crooks, b. 3/2/1851, MO; d. 2/26/1866, Lewis County, MO; buried in Wyaconda Baptist 
Church Cemetery, Canton Twp., Lewis County, MO. 
 

3. James Elisha Crooks, b. 8/5/1853, Canton, Lewis, MO; m. Josephine Ellen Dallas, 12/23/1875, Lewis 
County, MO; d. 1/9/1939, Shelbina, Shelby, MO; buried in Wyaconda Baptist Church Cemetery, 
Canton Twp., Lewis County, MO. 
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James Elisha Crooks stone, Wyaconda Baptist Church cemetery, Canton Twp., Lewis County, MO 
 
 
 
 

 
James Elisha Crooks, marr cert 
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James Elisha Crooks, death cert 
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Mayme Crooks Kusmeier Mills, death cert 
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James Cannon 
Son of Newbold, Sr., and Unicy Bounds Cannon 

 
James Cannon was b. 9/10/1798.  Lemaster bible says James was born in the morning, Henry in the 
evening.  James is not mentioned as an heir in Newbold’s will; therefore, I assume he died before 
marrying. 
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Clement Cannon 
Son of Newbold, Sr., and Unicy Bounds Cannon 

 
Clement Cannon, b. 2/23/1800, presumably Bath County, KY; m. Sarah Sally Freeman, 2/28/1822, Bath 
County, KY; d. 5/1855, per online trees.   
 
He doesn’t appear on the 1856 census with his family. 
 

 
Sarah Sally Freeman Cannon stone, Union Cemetery, Calamine, Lafayette, WI 
 
Clement moved his family to Dubuque County, IA, prior to the 1834 census; James was born in Iowa.  
There is a George Cannon listed in the 1836 Territorial Census for Dubuque County; don’t know who this 
might be, but George Cannon’s 1850 census says he was born in CT, his wife in NY and children in OH. 
Wrong man. 
 

Marriage to Sarah Sally Freeman 
 

The bonds below are dated 2/25/1822, and are between Clement Cannon and Benjamin Lamaster.  This 
is significant b/c we have been trying to determine what the relationship was between the Cannon and 
Lamaster families (vis a vis the Bible in which both families important dates are recorded).  This bond 
puts the two families in the same place and the same time, and familiar with each other.  Furthermore, 
Benjamin Lamaster will marry Elizabeth Betsy Freeman in the same county a few years later, and will 
also move to Missouri (Andrew County). 
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Clement and Sally Freeman Cannon, marr bonds, Bath County, KY, 2.25.1822 
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Clement Cannon, marr rec, 2.28.1822, Bath County, KY  
 
 
1830 census, Marion County, MO 
Clemment or Cemment Cannon 
1 free white male under 5  (Albert) 
1 free white male 5-10   (James) 
1 male 20-30  (Clement)  or he could be 30-40 
1 free white male 30-40 
1 free white female under 5   (Emaline) 
1 free white female 5-10  (Elizabeth Ann) 
1 free white female 20-30   (Sarah) 
No slaves on this census 
 
Note:  a few entries earlier on this census are John Crooks, Newbould Cannon, Sr., Henry Cannon, Jesse 
McPherson, husband of Nancy Cannon McPherson, and Gregory F. Hawkins, husband of Sarah Cannon 
Hawkins. This is page 30; on page 29 is Newbold Cannon, Jr.   
 
Missouri Census, 1830-70 
Clemt Cannon 
County:  Lewis 
Twp: Canton Township-First Election 
Year:  1833 
Database:  MO 1830-1839 Census Index 
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1833 First elections in Lewis County, MO. 
 
Clement obviously moved to Iowa sometime after 1833, and prior to 1836, where I have him on a 
census.  Son James was born in Iowa, apparently in 1834. 
 
1836 IA census, Woolstock Twp., Dubuque County, IA 
Clement Canon 
1  male over 21     (Clement) 
2  males under 21   (Albert, James) 
1  female over 21   (Sarah) 
2  females under 21   (Elizabeth Ann, Emaline) 
6  Total in household 
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Jefferson Township (township 90, range I east, and part of township 91 north, range I east) was settled 
at an early date. The settlers first went to Durango and Peru to poll their votes. In 1840 it was made a 
part of Durango precinct and so remained until 1843, when it was created and named Jefferson, but at 
first embraced all of the present Peru and parts of Jefferson, Center and Dubuque townships. No other 
changes were made until 1849, when it was given its present limits. 
 
Among the first settlers were Adam Sherrill, M. W. Power, S. M. Barrington, John Parker, Clement 
Cannon, Albert Baker, C. T. Barber, William Hale, Isaac Sherill, Garry White, Milton C. McCraney and 
others. In 1856 a large steam grist and saw mill was put in operation at Plumbeola. Rickardsville is a 
smart little place, with stores, school, mechanics, etc. Palltown is a discontinued postoffice. Oak Grove 
creamery is in this township. Waupeton, Sherill and Balltown are small villages. 
If the above is supposed to read Isaac Sheriff, it could be one of the Sheriffs from Lewis, MO. 
1840 census, Dubuque County, IA    Iowa Territory 
Clemont Cannon 
1 male 5-10   (James) 
1 male 10-15   (Albert) 
1 male 40-50   (Clement) 
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1 female 10-15   (Emaline) 
1 female 30-40   (Sally) 
 
1850 Census, District 7, Dubuque County, IA 
Clement Cannon, 50, farmer, b. in KY 
Sarah Cannon, 50, b. in VA 
James Cannon, 16, farmer, b. in IA 
Mary Cannon, 12, b. in MO 
Emaline Campton, 21, b. in KY  (daughter.  Apparently married to Abraham VC Campton – see below) 
Charlie Campton, 4/12, b. in WI 
 
This is about Emaline’s husband, Abraham Van Campton, from an online story at ancestry:   
 
"Abraham was born August 9, 1827, and went to Wisconsin at an early age. He went to Dubuque to 
learn the blacksmith trade, and it was there he married Emaline Canon. Abraham and Emaline were the 
parents of my mother, Ida Lillian Campton Van Matre, their youngest daughter. After he had learned 
blacksmithing, Abraham built a stone house and a stone blacksmith shop on a small stream in the town 
of Fayette, in La Fayette County, Wisconsin, one quarter mile south of the Iowa County line. 
It was during the gold rush in 1848 that he walked to California. He must have been a good marksman 
because he had a contract to furnish wild meat for the entire caravan. It was when they were crossing 
Colorado that he was attacked by a grizzly bear that left him with a badly crippled arm.  He was the first 
man to sharpen a plow share that would scour." 
Joseph M Van Matre, A Story of a Van Matre Family, 
 
1850 census, District 7, Dubuque County, IA, Agricultural schedule 
Clement Cannon 

 
 

 
 



 
Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 

 

- 56 - 

 
 

 
 

Death of father, Newbold Cannon 
 
Newbold’s will was contested:  on June 24, 1850 a hearing was held at Lewis County Courthouse; 
Clement Cannon and others of his siblings contested the validity of the will.  I won’t replay all of that 
here.  It’s in Newbold and Unicy’s report. 
 
1854 Iowa State Census    Julien Twp., Dubuque County, IA 
C. Canon (entry preceding is A. Canon) 
2 males   (Clement, James) 
2 females   (Sarah, Mary) 
1 eligible voter 
1 eligible for militia 
4 total in household 
 

 
 

Clement died, probably 5/1855, per online trees 
 

 
1856 census, Julien Twp., Dubuque County, IA 
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Sarah Canon, 55, widowed, 23 yrs in IA, b. in VA 
Jas Canon, 22, 23 yrs in IA, b. in IA, teamster, native voter, eligible for militia 
Mary Canon, 23, b. in PA 
C Canon, 0 yrs, b. in IA 
 
1860 census, Dubuque, Dubuque, IA 
James Carmen, 26, teamster, personal estate $200, b. in IA 
Mary Carmen, 27, b. in PA 
Clement, 5, b. in IA 
Elizabeth, 2, b. in IA 
Sarah Carmen, 66, b. in VA 
 
I have found Sara’s children in 1870, but no record for her. 
 
Children of Clement and Sarah Freeman Cannon 
Grandchildren of Newbold and Unicy Bounds Cannon 
 
1. Elizabeth Ann Cannon Dewey, b. 7/31/1824, Lexington, Fayette, KY; m. John Jay Dewey, 1852; d. 

1/13/1901, Saint Paul, Ramsey, MN; buried in Oakland Cemetery, Saint Paul, Ramsey, MN. 
 

2. Albert Newball Cannon, b. 11/3/1826, KY; m. Eusebia Jane Ford, 1/24/1849, Dubuque County, IA; d. 
12/13/1898, West Union, Fayette, IA; buried in Union Cemetery, West Union, Fayette, IA. 
 

3. Emaline Cannon Campton, b. 2/2/1828, KY; m. Abraham Van Campton, 10/24/1848, Dubuque 
County, IA; d. 3/3/1898, Fayette, Lafayette, IA; buried in Union Cemetery, Calamine, Lafayette, IA. 
 

4. James C. Cannon, b. about 1834, IA; m. Mary Almira Oaks, before 1854; d.  
 

5. Mary Cannon, b. about 1838, MO; I found nothing after the 1860 census. 
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Abraham Van and Emaline Cannon Campton, Los Alamos, Los Alamos, New Mexico, USA 
 
 
 
Article from "Down Fayette Memory Lane" Page 72  
gailwhiteroberts added this on 26 Mar 2012 
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Abrahan Van Campton, bio 
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Abraham Van Campton, obit, IowaCountyDemocrat, 5.13.1915 
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Abraham Van Campton, obit from FAG 
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Abraham Van Campton, obit, DarlingtonDemocratDarlington, WI, 5.13.1915 
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John Jay and Elizabeth Ann Cannon Dewey history 
 

 
Elizabeth Ann Cannon Dewey, obit, TheMinneapolisTimes, 1.14.1901 
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Elizabeth Ann Cannon Dewey, obit, TheSaintPaulGlobe, 1.14.1901 
 

 
Albert Knewble Cannon, TheArgo, West Union, IA, 12.28.1898 
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Nancy Cannon McPherson 
Daughter of Newbold, Sr., and Unicy Bounds Cannon 

 
Nancy Cannon McPherson, b. 9/10/1801, presumably Bath County, KY; m. Jesse McPherson,12/27/1824, 
Bath County, KY; d. before 7/27/1859, TX, presumably.  (Her widower Jesse McPherson married her 
sister, Malinda Cannon Beckner, 7/27/1859.) 
 
 

 
Jesse McPherson stone, Bethlehem Bap. Cem., Pettis County, MO 
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Malinda Cannon Beckner McPherson stone, Bethlehem Baptist Cemetery, Pettis County, MO 
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Jesse and Malinda Cannon Beckner McPherson stone, Bethlehem Baptist Church Cemetery, Pettis 
County, MO 
 
She apparently died between 1850 and 1859, b/c she’s listed as heir of her father’s, so we know she was 
alive at his death (Note:  she is mentioned in Newbold Cannon estate papers in Oct. 1850), and her 
widow, Jesse McPherson, remarried Nancy’s SISTER, Malinda Cannon Beckner, July 27, 1859, in Lewis 
County, MO.  Please see Thomas L. Beckner in the Beckner notebook for more on this. 
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Jesse McPherson b. 1805 KY - from the McPherson Book 
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Nancy Cannon McPherson, Bath County, KY, 12.27.1824, marr bond 
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Nancy Cannon McPherson, Bath County, KY, 12.31.1824, marr 
 
The 1830 census is illegible at ancestry.  I found a copy online, which I’ve attached to their tree.  The link 
on ancestry may not actually be to the correct page; almost no way of knowing.  The page Jesse and 
Nancy are on, includes John and Esther Crooks, Newbold and Unicy Cannon, Henry Cannon, Gregory 
Farmer and Sarah Cannon Hawkins, and Clement Cannon.  Newbold J NJ Cannon is on the previuos page. 
 
1830 Census, Marion County, MO 
Jesse McPherson 
2 free white males under 5  (James Washington, William Henry) 
2 free white males 20-30   (Jesse and ???) 
1 free white female under 5   (infant daughter, from McPherson book) 
2 free white females 20-30   (Nancy and  ??) 
No slaves on census 
 
 

First Election in Lewis County, 1833 
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1887 Lewis County, MO, history 
 

Land in Lewis County 
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Thomas L Beckner, J McPherson, NJ Cannon, A Beckner, GF Hawkins, MC Hawkins, land, 1887 Lewis 
County, MO, history 
 
 
Land Patent 
Jesse McPherson of Lewis County, MO 
40 acres 
Issue date:  10/21/1833 
Land office:  Palmyra, document number 6251 
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NENE, Section 19, Township 62-N, Range 6-W, 5th PM, Lewis County 
 
 
Land Patent #6451 
NE ¼ NE ¼ Sec 19, Twp. 62N R6W 
10/21/1835 
 

 
 
Jesse McPherson of Lewis County, MO 
40 acres 
Issue date:  10/21/1835 
Land office:  Palmyra, document number 6452 
SESE, Section 18, Township 62-N, Range 6-W, 5th PM, Lewis County 
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Jesse McPherson of Lewis County, MO 
80 acres 
Issue date:  11/2/1837 
Land office:  Palmyra, document number 10240 
W ½ NE, Section 18, Township 62-N, Range 6-W, 5th PM, Lewis County 
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There is one to a Jesse McPherson 3/1/1860, in Dent County, MO, and 10/1/1852, in Adair County, MO. 
 
1840 census, Lewis County, MO 
Jesse McFearson    
1 free white male under 5  (Stephen Irenus) 
2 free white males 10-15  (James Washington and William Henry) 
1 free white male 30-40  (Jesse) 
1 free white female 5-10 (Selinda Elizabeth) 
1 free white female 30-40   (Nancy) 
No slaves on census 
2 people engaged in agriculture 
 
On same census page are Andrew Beckner, and Thos. L. Becker, husband of Malinda Cannon Beckner. 
 
 

Father Newbold Cannon’s will 
 

There is considerable contention between the various siblings following their father’s death. All of that is 
in Newbold’s report. 
 
I’m now trying to figure out when Nancy died. 
 
I think this is Nancy purchasing a Negro girl from her father’s estate sale.  I think it says ‘Mrs. 
McPherson’ but I can’t say for sure.  Also, there could be more than one Mrs. McPherson to attend the 
sale. 
 

 
Sale Bill Newbold Sr. estate, 3.8.1850.3.2 
 
This is from the settlement papers filed in Newbold’s estate: 
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So Nancy bought the ‘yellow child of Nancy’ for the sum of $176. 
 

Apparently Jesse and Nancy moved to Adair County prior to the 1850 census 
 

I found that Jesse and Nancy had a daughter, Salinda, who married a Jones.  Finding that girl took me to 
this census.  Looks straightforward as I type it, but this is this image at ancestry: 
 

 
 
Ancestry’s transcription gives the McPhersons the last name of the prior entry, which was Gaylen.  I’m 
guessing that Jesse and his son-in-law Jesse went into business together. 
 
The entire family is in District 1 in 1850.  Selinda lives close to her parents, brothers James Washington 
and John Wesley live in he same household, a few ‘pages’ away. 
 
1850 census, District 1, Adair County, MO    Aug. 1850 
Jesse McPherson, 44, merchant, b. in KY 
Nancy, 48, b. in KY 
Stephen, 12, b. in MO 
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1850 slave census, District 1, Adair County, MO 

 
 
I presume the slave census shows an 18 year old girl, who would be the ‘daughter of Nancy,’ as stated 
above. 
 
1850 census, District 1, Adair County, MO, page 3 
Jesse St. Clair Jones, 26, merchant, personal property $3000, b. in KY 
Salinda E. Jones, 17, b. in MO 
 
1850 census, District 1, Adair County, MO, page 13 
James McPherson, 24, farmer, value of real estate $1,000, b. in IN 
Nancy F.A. McPherson, 21, b. in KY 
William F A, 8/12m b. in MO 
William McPherson, 22, laborer, b. in IN 
 
 
This newspaper article says that in 1851, when the City of Kirksville was platted, Jesse was a city 
commissioner, and along with another commissioner was selling city lots. 
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Jesse McPherson, KirksvilleDailyExpressandKirksvilleDailyNews, 6.2.1938 
 

Land Patent #1121, 10/1/1852, Adair County, MO 
 

Jesse bought just shy of 80 acres. 
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By 1852, Salinda and her husband are in Cooke County, TX. 
 

Jesse on the tax rolls in Cooke County, Texas by 1854 
 
Detail     Source 
Name:   Jesse Mcpherson 
Event Year:  1854 
Event Place:  Cooke County, Texas, United States 
FHL Film Number: 002282159 
 
Taxes:  1854, 1855, 1856, 1857, 1858, 1859, 1860, 1861, 1862, 1863, 1864. 
 

Stephen, James and Jesse are listed as original land owners in Cooke County, TX. 
 

Jesse purchased 320 acres in Fannin District, Cooke County, TX, in 1857 
 
Detail  Source 
Grantee: Jesse McPherson 
Patentee: Jesse McPherson 
Patent Date: 14 Oct 1857 
Acres:  320 
District:  Fannin 
County:  Cooke 
File:  2534 
Patent #: 896 
Patent Volume: 15 
Class:  Fan. 3rd. 
 
Son-in-law Jesse St. Clair Jones (husband of daughter Selinda) is on the Cooke County, TX, tax rolls in 
1857. 
 
By 1860, Jesse and his second wife, Malinda Cannon Beckner McPherson, are also in Cooke County, TX. 
 

 
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/cooke-county 
 
 

Jesse married his sister-in-law, Malinda Cannon Beckner in 1859 
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Thomas Locke Beckner died in 1859.  He was Malinda Cannon Beckner’s husband, and together they had 
several children. 
 
This is what I have on Malinda from the Beckner document: 
 
Thomas Locke Beckner, b. 1804, d. 1854.   
He married Malinda Cannon 1/19/1826 in Bath County, KY.  She was born 7/28/1807, d. 4/6/1884.  
Malinda is NJ Cannon’s sister.  Please see the Cannon notebook for more information on Malinda.  She 
remarried after Thomas’s death to Jesse McPherson, widower of her sister, Nancy Cannon McPherson. 
(1859, Lewis County, MO).  
Malinda Cannon Beckner McPherson, b. July 28, 1807, presumably Bath County, KY; m. 1st Thomas Locke 
Beckner, 1/19/1826 in KY; m. 2nd Jesse McPherson, 7/27/1859, husband of sister Nancy Cannon 
McPherson; d. 4/6/1884, Pettis County, MO; buried in Bethlehem Cemetery, Pettis County, MO. 
 
Beckner researcher: 
 
Thomas Locke Beckner’s will was probated in Lewis county, Missouri, on 7 February 1854.  Note:  The 
Beckners of Fleming County, KY, shows two additional children, Shelton and William in this family.  
Thomas and family appear on the 1840 and 1850 Lewis County, Missouri, Census.  Melinda and her 
second husband Jesse McPherson appear on the 1860 Cooke, Texas, 1870 Pettis, and the 1880 Moniteau, 
Missouri, Census. 
 
I checked the Moniteau census; it may be her children, but it doesn’t include her. 
 
Malinda was mentioned in her father, Newbold, Sr.’s, will, with regards to inheriting a servant girl 
named Nancy.  Also, there are many documents concerning Thomas L. Beckner vis a vis Newbold 
Cannon Sr estate.     

1.     Allen M. BECKNER b: 1835 in Missouri  
2. Nancy Eunice BECKNER b: 1827 in Kentucky  
3. Mary M. BECKNER b: 5 SEP 1830 in Missouri  
4. Martha BECKNER b: 1838 in Missouri  
5. William BECKNER b: 1840  
6. Thomas Shelton BECKNER b: in Missouri 

 
1840 census, Lewis County, MO 
Thomas L. Bickner 
2 free white males under 5    (Allen, William?) 
1 free white male 30-40    (Thomas) 
1 free white female under 5   (Martha) 
1 free white female 5-10   (Mary) 
1 free white female 10-15   (Nancy) 
1 free white female 30-40   (Malinda) 
No slaves on census 
3 people engaged in agriculture 
 

http://worldconnect.genealogy.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:1231478&id=I117
http://worldconnect.genealogy.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:1231478&id=I125
http://worldconnect.genealogy.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:1231478&id=I127
http://worldconnect.genealogy.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:1231478&id=I129
http://worldconnect.genealogy.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:1231478&id=I130
http://worldconnect.genealogy.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:1231478&id=I131
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1850 census, District 48, Lewis County, MO 
Thos. L. Beckner, 46, real estate value $1,100, b. in KY 
Malind Beckner, 33, b. in KY 
Allen M., 14, b. in MO, attended school in last year 
Martha E., 12, b. in MO, attended school in last year 
Thos. C?, 10, b. in MO, attended school in last year 
 
This is an obit for Malinda’s grandson, Thomas Henry Diffendaffer, son of her daughter with Thomas 
Locke Beckner (Nancy Unice Beckner Diffendaffer). 
 
Thomas Henry Diffendaffer, died at his home 1609 South Stewart Avenue, Saturday morning, after a 
month's illness following a stroke of paralysis.  Mr Diffendaffer was born in Lewis County, Missouri, 
April 15, 1851, but has spent practically his entire life in and around Sedalia, Missouri.  He is survived 
by his widow, formerly Miss Clara Crawford, one son, Charles T. Diffendaffer, and two brothers, Ira 
Diffendaffer of Pueblo, Colorado, and Allen Diffendaffer, of Rocky, Oklahoma.  [Sedalia Democrat, Friday, 
March 21, 1924, Sedalia, Missouri] 
 
1854 tax list, Cooke County, TX.  Jesse lists 3 Negroes. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Jesse McPherson and sons, 1854 tax list, Cooke County, TX.  Jesse lists 3 Negroes. 
 
Jesse has 3 Negroes on the 1855, 1857 lists. 
 
1858 
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Jesse McPherson, Stephen I McPherson, 1858 tax list, Cooke County, TX 
 
 

Thomas d. in 1854 
 

Daughter Martha and son William are not listed as heirs.  I presume Martha died between the 1850 
census, and 1854.  The last record I have for William is the 1840 census, and of that I can’t be sure b/c 
names are listed other than household heads. 
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Thomas’ estate was settled in 1857. 
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Jesse married his sister-in-law, Malinda Cannon Beckner 

 

 
Malinda Cannon Beckner McPherson, marr cert, Lewis County, MO, 7.27.1859 
 
 
 
 
On the same census page on the 1860 census, in Texas, right above Malinda, is Eunice Diffendaffer, 
Malinda’s daughter with Thomas Locke Beckner.  Eunice married Joseph Diffendaffer in MO.  Right 
below Malinda’s entry is Allen Beckner, Malinda’s son with Thomas.  Allen is married, has his wife and 
children with him. 
 
Baby Ireztha’s age suggests the Diffendaffers left Missouri after Jesse and Malinda’s marriage in 1859. 
 
1860 census, Cooke County, TX 
Joseph Diffendaffer, 40, b. in KY,  
Ennis Diffendaffer, 33, b. in MO,     (Malinda’s daughter) 
Mary A., 11, b. in MO, 
Thomas H., 9, b. in MO, 
Luthella, 6, b. in MO, 
Ira, 3, b. in MO, 
Ireztha, 1, b. in MO, 
 
1860 census, Cooke County, TX 
J. McPherson, 56, farmer, value of real estate $1,000, value of personal property, $4054, b. in KY 
Malinda McPherson, 53, b. in KY 
Perry Wilson, 12, b. in TX 
Lafayette Wilson, 10, b. in TX 
 
1860 census, Cooke County, TX 
Allen Beckner, 25, farmer, real estate $400, personal property $450, b. in MO   (Malinda’s son) 
Catherine Beckner, 23, b. in MO 
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Thomas A., 1, b. in MO 
Lafayette Tripolet, 16, b. in MO 
 
 
1860 slave census, Cooke County, TX 

 
 
 
 
1860 tax list 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Jesse McPherson, 1860 tax list, Cooke County, TX 
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1861 tax list 
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Jesse McPherson, 1861 tax list, Cooke County, TX 
 
1862 Tax List 
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Jesse McPherson, 1862 tax list, Cooke County, TX 
 
 
The 1863 list shows land only. 
 
Note:  I did some research into Perry and Lafayette and they are not related to Jesse or Malinda.  Why 
Jesse and Malinda took them in, I don’t know.  But they are definitely Wilsons, not Cannons, 
McPhersons or Beckners. 
 
 
Joseph H Diffendaffer, husband of Malinda’s daughter Nancy Eunice Beckner Diffendaffer, paid taxes in 
Cooke County, TX, in 1860-1863.  He never showed any Negroes on his tax list. 
 
 

Civil War in TX 
 

Texas seceded from the Union on 3/4/1861. 
 

Jesse had two sons that participated as Confederate Soldiers from Texas: 
 
James W. McPherson 
Side: Confederacy 
Location: Texas 
Battle Unit: 22nd Regiment, Texas Cavalry (1st Indian-Texas Regiment) 
Function: Cavalry 
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James W McPherson, Civil War record, Confederate, TX.3 
 
 
W.H. McPherson 
Side: Confederacy 
Location: Texas 
Battle Unit: 34th Regiment, Texas Cavalry (Alexander's) (2nd Texas Partisan Rangers) 
Function: Cavalry 
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The Great Hanging in Gainesville 
 

This first link is essential reading. 
 

https://www.texasobserver.org/great-hanging-
gainesville/?fbclid=IwAR3cRJNyxTJfwZbJYcAOlDsHnrU37hdzt7__oiGBteEzoKUG3pRjwDCT7Vw 
 

 
 
 
 
This article speaks to the tensions in Texas during the Civil War.  The assassination of 42 men in Cooke 
County thought to be Union sympathizers occurred in October 1862.  The article says that out of fear 
that there was a potential Union militia being formed, State Trooped Bourland ordered all able bodied 
men to report to duty, or be arrested.   
 
Bourland had 150 men arrested. 
 
Bourland was the largest slaveholder in the county, and as such he stacked the jury against these men, 
and ordered their executions. 
 
The article also says that Jefferson Davis was embarrassed by the episode, and dropped what was his 
inquiry into the same but opposite scenario that had occurred in Palmyra, MO. 
 

https://www.texasobserver.org/great-hanging-gainesville/?fbclid=IwAR3cRJNyxTJfwZbJYcAOlDsHnrU37hdzt7__oiGBteEzoKUG3pRjwDCT7Vw
https://www.texasobserver.org/great-hanging-gainesville/?fbclid=IwAR3cRJNyxTJfwZbJYcAOlDsHnrU37hdzt7__oiGBteEzoKUG3pRjwDCT7Vw
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Bourland:   
 

 
 
 
 
https://legacyoftexas.com/product/the-great-hanging-at-gainesville-1862-the-accounts-of-thomas-
barrett-and-george-washington-diamond?pk_vid=deee5a1780589e81165156415168caff 
 
In what may have been the single largest outbreak of vigilante violence in American history, forty 
suspected Unionists were hanged at Gainesville, Texas, in October 1862. Civil War tensions had been 
running high. The Cooke County community located just across the Red River from Indian Territory was 
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split between natives of the Deep South who often supported the Confederacy and natives of the Upper 
South and Midwest who were sometimes indifferent or hostile to it. When active resistance to 
conscription into the Confederate army combined with long-running rumors of an invasion of North 
Texas by Kansas Jayhawkers and their Indian allies, many of the former decided action must be taken. 
More than 150 suspected Unionists were arrested and put before a “citizen’s court” of twelve jurors. The 
trial was marked by acrimony and violence, which included the lynching of fourteen men by an angry 
mob. Minister Thomas C. Barrett served on that jury and attempted to mitigate the vengeful rage of his 
neighbors. He had some success in the matter, but after two high-profile assassinations, the hangings 
continued. His 1885 memoir of the trial and the hangings is collected in this volume. Also collected here is 
the account based on records of the citizen’s court completed in 1876 by George Washington Diamond, 
whose brother, James J. Diamond, helped organize the trial. Placed together in one volume, these 
writings offer important insight into the tensions that tore apart American communities during the Civil 
War era. Renowned Civil War historian Richard B. McCaslin provides an introduction, while L. D. Clark, a 
descendant of one of the men hanged, reveals the extent to which tensions remain in Gainesville even 
generations later. 
 
 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Hanging_at_Gainesville 
 
Site of the Great Hanging, 2016 
On the morning of October 1, 1862, state troops led by the local provost, Colonel James G. Bourland, 
began arresting suspected Unionists in the area. Some 150 men were arrested in 13 days. Nearly 200 
were ultimately arrested. 
 
Bourland appointed Col. William Young, also a major slaveholder, to appoint a jury. He formed a 
"Citizens Court" of 12 jurors (seven were slaveholders) in Gainesville, the county seat. This "court" had no 
legal status in Texas law. Bourland and Young together had reason to want to suppress dissent, as they 
owned more than one-quarter of all slaves in the county. 
 
The jury began trying the suspects for insurrection and treason, with conviction by a simple majority 
vote.[19] After eight convictions, the jury decided to require a two-thirds majority vote for conviction. 
This resulted in reversal of the last conviction. Those convicted were sentenced to be hanged within two 
days. Some were executed within hours. 
 
After the jury acquitted several men, a mob threatened to lynch all of the remaining prisoners. The head 
of the jury gave them 14 names. These men were taken from jail and, without benefit of any trial, were 
lynched on October 12 and 13. The court adjourned. 
 
On October 16, Colonel William C. Young, who some say had attempted to moderate the proceedings, 
was killed while pursuing a group who had killed another man along a creek. Young's death resulted in 
public outrage, as some feared abolitionists had killed him. Two jurors who had left were replaced on the 
jury by hard-line Confederates. The jury reversed the acquittals of 19 prisoners, although hearing no new 
evidence. They convicted the men and sentenced them to death. These 19 were hanged, with their 
executions supervised by Capt. Jim Young, the son of the colonel. The court released 50 to 60 men before 
Confederate and state courts finally halted its activities altogether. A total of 41 men had been hanged in 
Gainesville in October 1862, and at least three others were shot to death. They left "42 widows and 
about 300 children." 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Hanging_at_Gainesville
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Reaction 
 
Texas newspapers and Governor Francis Richard Lubbock praised the hangings. Pressure increased on 
dissenters in the state and the military was responsible for more deaths. Northern newspapers treated 
the events at Gainesville as an outrage when they learned of them later. 
 
President Jefferson Davis remained silent, having already dismissed General Paul Octave Hébert on 
October 10 as military commander of Texas for his imposition of martial law and harsh measures in 
enforcing conscription. Confederate law had no punishment for men who failed to report for the draft. 
Davis felt Hébert did not sufficiently control local commanders and provosts, and had allowed military 
atrocities to take place. He appointed General John Bankhead Magruder to try to bring the state under 
control. 
 
Troubles continued for a time in North Texas, though, with hundreds of families fleeing the state to 
escape the violence and chaos. "Military commanders alternately helped lynch mobs or tried to quell 
them." In Decatur, Capt. John Hill supervised the hanging of five men. A group of men was arrested in 
Sherman, Texas, but Brig. Gen. James W. Throckmorton intervened and was able to save all but five who 
had already been lynched. Separately in Sherman, E. Junius Foster, the editor of the Sherman Patriot, 
was murdered by Capt. Jim Young, the son of the late Col. Young, for publicly "applauding the death of 
his father." In Denton, another partisan shot a prisoner dead. 
 

Daughter Selinda stayed in TX 
 

Selinda has children b. in Cooke County, from 1857 until 1874. 
 

Return to Missouri 
 
Malinda and Jesse returned to MO prior to 1870.  He was running the county farm, and her son Allen 
from her first marriage to Thomas Locke Beckner was living there, also.  Apparently Allen was a 
widower. 
 
 
1870 census, Flat Creek Twp., Pettis County, MO 
Jesse McPherson, 65, Keeper County farm, value of personal property $300, b. in KY 
Melinda McPherson, 63, keeps house, b. in KY 
Allen M. Bukner, 35, farming, m. in MO  (Thomas and Malinda’s son) 
Thomas Bukner, 18, unknown occupation, b. in MO  (Thomas and Malinda’s grandson) 
William Bukner, 8, b. in MO (Thomas and Malinda’s grandson) 
 
And the following, listed as paupers:  Nancy Saxe,Tenneped Ford, David Saddler (black), Susan Hainline 
(black), Jane Huddleson, James Huddleson, Polly A. Huddleson, Anna Huddleson, John Huddleson, Saml. 
H. Bird, Mary Smith, Orlando Smith, William Bottems, Mary Bottems, Margaret Bottoems, Dora 
Bottems, John Bottems  
 
Note:  there is a Thomas Benton, colored, on the following page, about the age Thomas H. Benton of 
Newbold Cannon’s will would be. 
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Jesse McPherson, TheSedaliaDemocrat, 12.3.1872 
 

Jesse d. in 1873 
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Jesse McPherson will, Pettis County, MO, 1873 
 
Jesse left his land and estate to his wife, Malinda, and to her children from her marriage to Thomas 
Locke Beckner.  Jesse said that he had four heirs, namely the 4 children he had with Nancy Cannon 
McPherson (James W., William H., Stephen I. and Selinda McPherson Jones Brothers), and that he had 
already given them what he considered their full portion of his estate. Wonder if that went over well 
with his natural children. 
 
1880 census, Heaths Creek Twp., Pettis County, MO 
William Fields, 56, farmer, b. in KY, father b. in England, mother b. in VA 
Mary M. Fields, 49, keeping house, b. in MO, parents b. in KY 
Isaac M., 23, farm laborer, b. in MO, father b. in KY, mother b. in MO 
Martin G., 19, farm laborer, b. in MO, father b. in KY, mother b. in MO 
Mary Ann, 14, at home, b. in MO, father b. in KY, mother b. in MO 
Sarah F., 12, at home, sick, yes, chills b. in MO, father b. in KY, mother b. in MO 
John S., 10, at school, b. in MO, father b. in KY, mother b. in MO 
Nettia A., 7, b. in MO, father b. in KY, mother b. in MO 
Melinda McPherson, 72, mother-in-law b. in KY, parents b. in DE 
 
Malinda d. 4/1/1884, in Pettis County, MO.  She’s buried in Bethlehem Baptist Church Cemetery, in 
Pettis County, along with her husband, Jesse. 
 
Children of Jesse and Nancy Cannon McPherson 
Grandchildren of Newbold and Unicy Bounds Cannon 
1. James Washington McPherson, b. 9/1825, MO; m. 1st Nancy Hardgrove Taylor, 11/15/1848, Macon 

County, MO; m. 2nd Nancy J. MeGehee, 12/21/1890, Whitefield, Choctaw Nation, Indian Territory; d. 
before 1908. 
 

2. William Henry McPherson, b. 9/22/1828, MO; m. Mary Ann Elizabeth London, 10/11/1851, Schuyler 
County, MO; d. 6/9/1901, Palo Pinto County, TX; buried in McAdams Cemetery, Graford, Palo Pinto, 
TX. 
 

3. Selinda Elizabeth McPherson Jones Brothers, b. 1833, MO; m. 1st Jesse St. Clair Jones, 5/15/1848, 
Adair County, MO; m. 2nd Edward Brothers, 1/26/1869, Cooke County, TX; buried in Brothers 
Cemetery, Cooke County, TX. 
 

4. Stephen Irenus McPherson, b. 1838, MO; m. 1st Hannah E. Michael, 1858, Grayson County, TX; m. 2nd 
Minnie Jane Piatt, 1875; d. before 1910, ID. 

Selinda: 
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Jesse St. Clair Jones, member of Texas Rangers 
Selinda: 
 
She married 1. Jesse St Clair Jones 15 May 1848, Kirkville, Adair Co, MO. 
Children of Jesse St. Clair Jones and Selinda McPherson: 
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Born Adair County, Missouri 
James M. Jones born c1850 
John Wesley Jones born 23 Feb 1852  
Born Cooke County, Texas 
Jesse Washington Jones born c1857 
Nancy Ellen Jones born 15 Apr 1859 
Mary J. Jones born Oct 1861 
Cora E. Jones born c1866 
She married 2. Edward Brothers 25 Jan 1869 Cooke Co, TX. 
 
Name:   Jesse St Clair Jones 
Enlistment Age:  39 
Birth Date:  1824 
Birth Place:  Mercer County, Kentucky 
Enlistment   1 Jul 1863 
Enlistment   Cooke County, Texas 
Enlistment Rank: Private 
Muster Date:  1 Jul 1863 
Muster Place:  Texas 
Muster Company: A 
Muster Regiment: Bourland's Cavalry 
Muster Regiment Type: Cavalry 
Muster Information: Enlisted 
Side of War:  Confederacy 
Survived War?:  Yes 
Residence Place: Cooke County, Texas 
Last Known Residence Place: Cooke County, Texas 
Death Date:  1868 
Death Place:  Cooke County, Texas 
Burial Place:  Cooke County, Texas 
Cemetery:  Ratliff-Witt Cemetery 
 
Title: Index to Compiled Confederate Military Service Records; Research by Patricia Adkins-Rochette 
prochette@juno.comwww.bourlandcivilwar.com 
http://frontierfolk.net/ramsha_research/Jones2/RR01/RR01_009.HTML 
31. Jesse St. Clair JONES. Born on February 10, 1824 in Mercer County, Kentucky. Jesse St. Clair died in 
Cooke County, Texas on November 7, 1868; he was 44. 
 
On May 15, 1848 when Jesse St. Clair was 24, he married Salinda Elizabeth McPHERSON, daughter of 
Jesse McPHERSON & Nancy CANNON, in Adair County, Missouri. Born about 1833 in Missouri. Salinda 
Elizabeth died in Cooke County, Texas in 1875; she was 42. 
 
They had the following children: 
James M.. Born about 1850 in Missouri. 
John Wesley. Born in February 1853 in Adair County, Missouri. John Wesley died in Little Rock, Pulaski 
County, Ark. on February 11, 1936; he was 83. 
Jesse Washington. Born about 1857 in Texas. Jesse Washington died in Ione, New Mexico on June 22, 
1924; he was 67. 
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Nancy Ellen. Born on September 15, 1859 in Gainesville, Cooke County, Tex. Nancy Ellen died in Cordelle, 
Washita County, Indian Territory on October 26, 1901; she was 42. 
Mary J.. Born in October 1861 in Cooke County, Texas. 
Cora E.. Born about 1865 in Cooke County, Texas. Cora E. died in Cooke County, Texas on October 9, 
1882; she was 17. 
 
 
 

 
Selinda Elizabeth McPherson St. John, marr 
 
 
Selinda’s second husband was Edward Brothers: 
 
Texas Confederate Soldier C.S.A. 
Side: Confederate, Company A, 16th Texas Cavalry. 
Fitzhugh's Regiment. 3 Reg't, Johnson's Brigade. 
Rank in: entered as) Private  
Rank out: discharged as) Private 
 

 
Stephen I McPherson, land claim, IdahoCountyFreePress, 12.23.1887 
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Stephen I McPherson, TheSedaliaWeeklyBazoo, 12.9.1890 
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Shelton I McPherson, TheGrangevilleGlobe, 4.7.1909 
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Shelton I McPherson, TheGrangevilleGlobe, 7.7.1909 
 

 
Shelton I McPherson, TheGrangevilleGlobe, 12.9.1909 
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William Cannon 
Son of Newbold, Sr., and Unicy Bounds Cannon 

 
William Cannon was born 3/8/1803, presumably Bath County, KY; d. after the 1833 First Census in 
Canton Twp., Lewis County, MO. 
William is NOT mentioned in Newbold’s will.  Did he die prior to 1835 when the first will was written?  
Newbold also doesn’t mention any heirs for William, which makes me think William died without 
having children. 
 
There’s a William Cannon, married to Sarah, living in Fabius, Marion, MO, in 1791, and he also has a 
slave census.  He says he was born in NY in 1860.  I don’t think this is us. 
 
1830 census, Marion County, MO – page 26 of census.  Won’t print a readable copy from ancestry.com 
William Cannon (transcription at ancestry.com says Wm. Carman) 
2 free white males under 5 
1 free white male 15-20 
1 free white male 30-40 
3 free white females under 5 
2 free white females 5-10 
2 free white females 10-15 
1 free white female 30-40 
No slaves on census 
 

 
 
This is page 28 of the 1830 census, found at familysearch.org.  Does this say William Cannon? 
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Missouri Census, 1830-70 
William Cannon 
County:  Lewis 
Township:  Canton Township – First Election 
Year:  1833 
Database:  MO 1830-1839 Census Index 
 

 
1833 First Elections, Canton Twp., Lewis County, MO 
 
This is the last definitive paper proof I have for William.  In as much as he wasn’t mentioned in his 
father’s wills beginning in 1835, I think he must have died prior to 1835, without heirs. 
 
  



 
Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 

 

- 114 - 

John B. Cannon 
Son of Newbold, Sr., and Unicy Bounds Cannon 

 
John B. Cannon, b. 10/29/1804, presumably Bath County, KY; m. Nancy Iler, 1/5/1826, Ohio County, KY; 
d. 4/1852, presumably Canton Twp., Lewis County MO (date when estate papers were filed).  
 

 
John B Cannon, marr cert, Ohio County, KY 
 
1830 census, Marion County, KY 
 
The 1830 census has Clement, Henry, William, Newbold, and NJ, but is so faded it can’t be read. 
 
There is a website that has transcribed and posted this census.  They also had trouble reading names, so 
not sure if any of these are our John Cannon: 

 
 

 
 
Newbold is on page  
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John B Cannon, 1887 History of Lewis County, MO, p. 568 

 
1840 census, Lewis County, MO 
John Cannon 
1  free white male 30-40  (John) 



 
Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 

 

- 116 - 

2 free white females under 5  (Mary and Sarah Ellen) 
1 free white female 5-10  (Julia Ann) 
1 free white female 15-20 
No slaves on census  
 

Why is John a guardian for his own daughters, and only the eldest two at that? 
 

 
John B Cannon, guardian for Julia Ann and Mary Cannon, 2.1846, B.2, p. 281 
 

 
John B Cannon, guardian for Juli Ann and Mary Cannon, 8.1846, B. 2, p. 319 
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John B Cannon, guardian for Julia Ann and Mary Cannon, 6.1847, B. 2, p. 426 
 
There’s an entry in B. 3, p. 26, where the case is continued. 
 
Another continuation 3.1848, B. 3, p. 117.   
 

 

 
 



 
Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 

 

- 118 - 

 
John Cannon, est settlement, heirs Julia Ann, Mary Ann, 3.28.1848 

 
 
1850 census, District 48, Lewis County, MO 
John C. Cannon, 36, Constable, b. in KY 
Nancy Cannon, 43, b. in VA 
Julian, 18, b. in MO 
Mary, 14, b. in MO 
Sarah, 12, b. in MO 
Mildred, 9, b. in MO 
 
1850 District 48, Lewis County, MO slave census 
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John C. Cannon   
1    11 year old male black 
 
John was involved in settling Newbold Cannon’s estate.  When Esther sued her brother NJ concerning 
the sale of a Negro boy, John was called to testify: 
A subpoena was issued to GF and “Susan” Hawkins concerning a controversy between Esther Crooks, 
plaintiff against Newbold J Cannon executor of Newbold Cannon deceased estate.  The subpoena was 
dated February 28, 1853. 
A subpoena was issued to Newbold J Cannon for him to appear in Monticello to present his accounts of 
the Justices, dated July 26, 1853. 
John B. Cannon, Thomas L. Beckner and Malinda Beckner were subpoenaed to appear in the matter 
concerning Esther Crooks and NJ Cannon. 
More continuations for John’s children’s estates: 
2/1850, B. 3, p. 293 
 
Book 4, p. 169, another continuation, 4/1855.  Another continuation:  Book 4, p. 256, 4/1856. 
 
The continuation in 1858 states that John is curator of the estates of his children.  I don’t know exactly 
what that estate is, perhaps his wife’s?  And the other children were too young to leave land to?? 
 

 
John B Cannon, 5.1858, B. 5, p. 30 
 
1860 census, Canton, Lewis, MO 
John B. Cannon, 56, farmer, real estate valued at $1,500, property valued at $300, b. in KY 
Nancy Cannon, 55, b. in VA 
Mildred Cannon, 19, b. in MO 
 
 

 
John B Cannon, final est settlement, 8.13.1860 
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John B Cannon, 8.1860, B. 5, p. 261 
 

John d. probably April 1862 
 
 

 
John B Cannon, estate, 4.28.1862, filed 5.2.1862, p. 331 
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John B Cannon, estate, 4.28.1862, filed 5.2.1862, p. 331 
 
Why isn’t his wife listed as an heir? 
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John B Cannon, estate, 5.1862, p. 382 
 
 

 
John B Cannon, intestate, 5.2.1862 
 

 
John B Cannon, estate, 7.1863, p. 487 
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John B Cannon, estate, 7.28.1863, p. 281 
 
Who is Mrs. Nancy Cannon, who gets $200?  Is she John’s wife? 
 

The confusion about John’s wife 
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Online trees say that he was married to Nancy West, and that she is the mother of his children.  But the 
only marriage cert I have for him is with Nancy Iler.  Could Nancy Iler be Nancy West?  And there is a 
tree that says his wife was Mary Tate.   
 
I found a John Camran (Cameron) marrying Mary Tate in 1830, in Marion County, MO.  I also found 
some census records in Marion County for them, so I believe our John B. Cannon didn’t marry Mary 
Tate. 
 
On top of that, there is a guardianship for John B. Cannon, which had a final settlement date in 1860.  He 
is acting as guardian for his two oldest daughters, Julia Ann and Mary.  The other two were already born.  
Were they living with someone else?  Their mother, maybe? Why would he have a guardianship for his 
own daughters??? 
 
I’ve spent hours trying to find obits for his children that would say who their mother was.  No luck so far.   
 
 

 

 
John B Cannon, 8.1863, p. 506 
 

 
John B Cannon, estate, 6.1864 p. 584 
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John B Cannon, annual settlement, 6.28.1864, p. 319 
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John B Cannon, estate, TheCantonPress, 5.11.1865 
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John B Cannon, TheCantonPress, 12.7.1865.   
 
The M.K. Fowler who bought John’s land was his son-in-law.  And the fact that this says a portion of the 
sale goes to the dower shows that either John’s first wife died, leaving the need for him to be the 
guardian for his two daughters, or she didn’t die (Nancy Iler Cannon), and is collecting her dower fro the 
sale of this real estate. 
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John B Cannon, annual settlement, 8.28.1866, p. 420 
 

 
John B Cannon, estate, TheCantonPress, 5.16.1867 
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John B Cannon, final settlement, 7.22.1867, p. 15 
 
1870 census, Twp. 62, Range 6, Lewis County, MO 
Washington Bray, 55, Farmer, b. in VA, cannot read, cannot write 
Mary Bray, 56, at home, b. in VA, blind 
Thomas Stevenson?, 28, farmer, b. in MO, cannot read, cannot write 
Anna Stevenson, 28, keeps house, b. in MO, cannot read, cannot write 
Nancy Connon, 65, without occupation, b. in VA, cannot read 
 
1880 census, LaGrange, Lewis, MO 
Milton E. Crooks, 57, miller, b. in KY, parents b. in KY 
Henry M. Crooks, female, 49, keeping house, b. in MO; parents b. in KY 
Nancy Cannon, 73, widow, boarder, unemployed, b. in VA, parents b. in VA 
 
Henry M. Crooks, is Henry Margaret Cannon Crooks, daughter of Henry Cannon, so Nancy is living with 
her niece by marriage. 
 
 
Children of John B. and Nancy Iler Cannon 
Grandchildren of Newbold and Unicy Bounds Cannon 
 
1. Julia Ann Cannon Blackburn, b. 7/28/1832, MO; m. John M. Blackburn, 12/27/1850, Lewis County, 

MO; d. 7/28/1877; buried in Dover Cemetery, La Grange, Lewis, MO. 
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2. Mary Cannon Kennedy, b. about 1836, MO; m. Joseph E. Kennedy, 12/1/1859, Lewis County, MO; d.  
 

3. Sarah Ellen Cannon Ellis, b. 11/8/1838, MO; m. Robert Payne Ellis, 11/4/1858, Lewis County, MO; d. 
8/4/1909, Ewing, Lewis, MO; buried in Riverview Cemetery, La Grange, Lewis, MO. 
 

4. Mildred Malvina Cannon Fowler, b. 4/12/1842, MO; m. Milford Kendall Fowler, 5/18/1864, Lewis 
County, MO; d. 12/1/1920, Bolivar, Henderson TN; buried in Forest Grove Cemetery, Canton, Lewis, 
MO. 

 

 
Julia Ann Cannon Blackburn, marr cert, Lewis County, MO 
 
 
 

 
Sarah Ellen Cannon Ellis, obit, LewisCountyJournal, 8.13.1909 
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Sarah Ellen Cannon Ellis, obit, LewisCountyJournal, 8.13.1909.2 
 

 
Mildred Malvina Cannon Fowler, obit, TheCantonPress, 12.20.1920 
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Malinda Cannon Beckner 
Daughter of Newbold, Sr., and Unicy Bounds Cannon 

 
Malinda Cannon Beckner McPherson, b. 7/28/1807, presumably Bath County, KY; m. 1st Thomas Locke 
Beckner, 1/19/1826 in Bath County, KY; m. 2nd Jesse McPherson, 7/27/1859, Lewis County, MO 
(husband of her sister, Nancy Cannon McPherson); d. 4/6/1884, Pettis County, MO; buried in Bethlehem 
Cemetery, Pettis County, MO. 
 

 
Malinda Cannon Beckner McPherson stone, Bethlehem Bap. Cem., Pettis County, MO.2 
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Malinda Cannon Beckner McPherson stone, Bethlehem Baptist Church Cemetery 
 

 
Jesse and Malinda Cannon Beckner McPherson stone, Bethlehem Baptist Church Cemetery, Pettis 
County, MO 
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She married Thomas Locke Beckner, brother of Elizabeth Anne Beckner Cannon (her sister-in-law)  
Elizabeth married Newbold NJ  in January, 1829, in Fleming County, KY.   
After Thomas’ death, she married the widower of her sister, Nancy Cannon McPherson. 
Thomas was born 1804, d. 1854.  They married 1/19/1826 in Bath County, KY.  
Beckner researcher: 
 
Thomas Locke Beckner’s will was probated in Lewis county, Missouri, on 7 February 1854.  Note:  The 
Beckners of Fleming County, KY, shows two additional children, Shelton and William in this family.  
Thomas and family appear on the 1840 and 1850 Lewis County, Missouri, Census.  Melinda and her 
second husband Jesse MePherson appear on the 1860 Cooke, Texas, 1870 Pettis, and the 1880 Moniteau, 
Missouri, Census. 
 
I checked the Moniteau census; it may be her children, but it doesn’t include her. 
 
Malinda was mentioned in her father, Newbold, Sr.,’s, will, with regards to inheriting a servant girl 
named Nancy.  Also, there are many documents concerning Thomas L. Beckner vis a vis Newbold 
Cannon Sr estate.     
If the dates for the birth of the children is correct, they were in MO by 1830, which makes sense.  It 
seems the families arrived in MO in 1829. 

7. Allen M. BECKNER b: 1835 in Lewis Co., Virginia ?? 
8. Nancy Eunice BECKNER b: 1827 in Kentucky  
9. Mary M. BECKNER b: 5 SEP 1830 in Missouri  
10. Martha BECKNER b: 1838 in Missouri  
11. William BECKNER b: 1840  
12. Thomas Shelton BECKNER b: in Missouri 

Land Patent    
Thomas Beckner of Marion County, MO      80 acres 
Issue date:  4/24/1833 
Land Office:  Palmyra, document number 2615 
E ½ SE, Section 33, Township 62-N, Range 6-W, 5th PM, Lewis County 
 
Thomas L. Beckner of Lewis County, MO 
40 acres 
Issue date:  10/21/1835 
Land Office:   Palmyra, document number 6449 
NWSW, Section 20, Township 62-N, Range 6-W, 5th PM, Lewis County 
 
Thomas L. Beckner of Lewis County, MO 
40 acres 
Issue date;  10/21/1835 
Land Office:  Palmyra, document number 6450 
SWNW, Section 29, Township 62-N, Range 6-W, 5th PM, Lewis County 
 
Thomas L. Beckner of Lewis County, MO 
80 acres 
Issue date:  10/21/1835 

http://worldconnect.genealogy.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:1231478&id=I117
http://worldconnect.genealogy.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:1231478&id=I125
http://worldconnect.genealogy.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:1231478&id=I127
http://worldconnect.genealogy.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:1231478&id=I129
http://worldconnect.genealogy.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:1231478&id=I130
http://worldconnect.genealogy.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:1231478&id=I131
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Land office:  Palmyra, document number 6453 
W ½ NE, Section 20, Township 62-N, Range 6-W, 5th PM, Lewis County 
 
Thomas L. Beckner of Lewis County, MO 
80 acres 
Issue date:  4/10/1837 
Land office:  Palmyra, document number 7225 
W ½ SE, Section 12, Township 62-N, Range 7-W, 5th PM, Lewis County 
 
Thomas L. Beckner of Lewis County, MO 
80 acres 
Issue date:  4/10/1837 
Land office:  Palmyra, document number 7865 
W ½ SW, Section 7, Township 62-N, Range 6-W, 5th PM, Lewis County 
 
Thomas L. Beckner of Lewis County, MO 
80 acres 
Issue date:  11/21/1837 
Land office:  Palmyra, document number 9552 
E ½ SE, Section 12, Township 62-N, Range 7-W, 5th PM, Lewis County 
 
Thomas and his wife apparently immigrated to MO with the Cannons.  Of all the people I’ve been 
researching, Thomas is initially the biggest land purchaser.  Later, he will default on a deed on which his 
father-in-law, Newbold Cannon, was security.  Newbold will change his will, specifically stating that if his 
son-in-law doesn’t repay to the estate the money Thomas owed it, that daughter Malinda Cannon 
Beckner will receive nothing.  Also, Thomas, who had been a co-administrator on the first will Newbold 
filed, was removed, and NJ Cannon and John B. Cannon were made co-administrators.  There was quite 
a bit of contentiousness between the Cannons during the settlement of Newbold’s will.  For all that 
information, please see Newbold Cannon’s notebook. 
 
I haven’t found an 1830 census; they were very likely in MO at this time, as the Cannons were, and they 
seemed to be immigrating at the same time.  It may be that Thomas and Malinda were living with one of 
the other families, and don’t have their own record.   
 
1840 census, Lewis County, MO 
Thomas L. Bickner 
2 free white males under 5    (Allen, William?) 
1 free white male 30-40    (Thomas) 
1 free white female under 5   (Martha) 
1 free white female 5-10   (Mary) 
1 free white female 10-15   (Nancy) 
1 free white female 30-40   (Malinda) 
No slaves on census 
3 people engaged in agriculture 
 
 
1850 census, District 48, Lewis County, MO 
Thos. L. Beckner, 46, real estate value $1,100, born in KY 
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Malind Beckner, 33, born in KY 
Allen M., 14, born in MO, attended school in last year 
Martha E., 12, born in MO, attended school in last year 
Thos. C?, 10, born in MO, attended school in last year 
 
 
See 1850 slave schedule with Peter L. Beckner; lists slaves belonging to a Thomas Beckner. 
Thomas apparently died in 1854; his will was probated in Lewis County, MO, 2/7/1854. 
 
His widow, Malinda Cannon Beckner, married again in Lewis County, MO, to Jesse McPherson, widowed 
husband of her late sister, Nancy Cannon McPherson.   
 
1860 census, Gainesville, Cooke, TX 
J. McPherson, 56, farmer, value of real estate $1,000, value of personal property, $4054, b. in KY 
Malinda McPherson, 53, b. in KY 
Perry Wilson McPherson, 12, b. in TX 
Lafayette McPherson, 10, b. in TX 
 
On the same census page, right above Malinda, is Eunice Diffendaffer.  There is confusion between the 
sources concerning Eunice’s parents.  Malinda’s brother, Andrew, had a daughter Eunice, and some 
sources say she married Diffendaffer.  Thomas L. and Malinda had a daughter named Nancy Eunice, and 
some sources say this is the girl who married Diffendaffer.  It makes more sense to me that the daughter 
in TX with Malinda and Jesse McPherson is Malinda’s daughter.   
 
Eunice married Joseph Diffendaffer in MO.  Right below Malinda’s entry is Allen Beckner, a son of 
Thomas L. and Malinda.  Allen is married, has his wife and children with him. 
 
Concerning Eunice:   
According to rootsweb: 
Joseph Henry Diffendaffer, b. 5/25/1820, Warren, OH, d. 12/10/1863, Lubbock TX 
Married Eunice Emaline Beckner (which may not be the name of Malinda’s daughter, thought her name 
was Nancy Eunice) 4/6/1849. 
Eunice Beckner Diffendaffer was born 3/6/1827, d. 5/31/1867.  So whoever this girl is, she moved back 
to Lewis, MO, after the death of her husband.  
 
There are several McPhersons buried in Lubbock, TX. 
 
1870 census, Flat Creek, Pettis, MO 
Jesse McPherson, 65, Keeper County farm, value of personal property $300, b. in KY 
Melinda McPherson, 63, keeps house, b. in KY 
Allen M. Bukner, 35, farming, m. in MO 
Thomas Bukner, 18, unknown occupation, b. in MO 
William Bukner, 8, b. in MO 
And the following, listed as paupers:  Nancy Saxe, Tenneped Ford, David Saddler (black), Susan Hainline 
(black), Jane Huddleson, James Huddleson, Polly A. Huddleson, Anna Huddleson, John Huddleson, Saml. 
H. Bird, Mary Smith, Orlando Smith, William Bottems, Mary Bottems, Margaret Bottoems, Dora 
Bottems, John Bottems  
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Note:  there is a Thomas Benton, colored, on same page, about the age Thomas H. Benton, the slave 
boy who was to be given by deed to Priscilla, slave of Newbold Cannon.  I have no way of knowing if 
this is the same person. 
 
 
 

Newbold J (NJ) Cannon, Jr. 
Son of Newbold, Sr., and Unicy Bounds Cannon 

 
He has his own section. 

 
 
 
 


