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The Children of 
Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 

Grandchildren of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning and 
Grandchildren of Newbold J and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon 

 
November 8, 2023 

 
 

1. Children of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning, Theo-Annie 
2. Children of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning, Francis-Ernest 
3. Children of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning, Reatha-Spencer 
4. Children of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning, Effie 
 

Reatha and Edytha Chewning 
Daughters of Moses and Elizabeth Ann (Lizzie) Cannon Chewning 

 
Reatha was born about 1881 (?), died ?? 
 
Dad recalls a story that one of the daughters had a very high fever, and they put her in an ice water bath.  
She died; whether b/c of the illness, the fever, or the bath, he didn’t know. 
 

Spencer Lee Chewning 
Son of Moses and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 

Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning and 
Grandson of Newbold NJ and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon 
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H. Finley Downes email to Nita Chewning and me about Theodore and brother Spencer Lee Chewning 
 

 

 
Mary Toops Chewning stone, Monmouth Cemetery, Monmouth Warren, IL.  Spencer’s grave was marked 
only with a pauper’s or funeral home marker, which is gone. 
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Spencer Lee Chewning.  This was posted to ancestry.com by Keith Owen in 2012. 
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These pictures came from Nita Chewning, and that’s her handwriting. 
 

Emails with Debra Anderson, gr granddaughter of Effie Maud Chewning Davidson 
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I’m curious why Spencer and Mary married in Illinois.  I know that he was in Monmouth in 1905, from the 
Monmouth Directory for that year.  He was living at 1104 S. 6th St., working as a brick mason, living with 
his uncle Martin Luther Cannon.  The Toops family is from Clark County; perhaps they knew each other as 
young people there. 
 
I can’t find Spencer or his younger sister, Effie, on any census for 1900.  I have found Mary Toops, b. Sept. 
1876, daughter of John A and Margaret Toop, on the 1900 census, District 27, Madison, Clark, MO.  Also 
Mary’s brother, John Edward Toops, b. Mar. 1879. (John Edward would be on the 1910 census with Mary 
and Spencer Chewning.)  Mary has a brother Roy; I assume that’s why she named a son Roy. 
So Mary was in Clark County, MO, in 1900.  Doesn’t answer the question of why they married in 
Monmouth, Warren, IL. 
 
I received this from Bonnie Downes, told to her by Roger Downes, 1/19/2008: 
 
All he remembers being told about why the Chewnings moved to Monmouth is that Granddad Chewning 
came to Monmouth to visit his brother, Spence (the famous Uncle Spence, the atheist), who already lived 
in Monmouth.  Apparently, Granddad liked what he saw and felt there was a good opportunity to start a 
blacksmithing business here.  Uncle Spence already had a blacksmith shop, but, apparently, there was a lot 
of need for another one, too. 
 
Dad didn't know when Uncle Spence moved to Monmouth--he just knew he was already here when 
Granddad and Grandma moved. 
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As to why Uncle Spence moved to Monmouth, Dad didn't know for sure, but thought he might have 
been "run out of Missouri."  According to Dad, Uncle Spence was "one ornery bastard."  He said when 
he was a young man living in Missouri, he never went anywhere without a rifle, was mean, and, if, for 
instance, he came across a dog in his path, would just shoot it.  Uncle Spence was also an avowed 
atheist.  
 

 
Spencer Lee Chewning, ClarkCountyCourier, 10.2.1896 
 

Spencer in IL by 1905 
 

The first document I have for Spencer in IL is the 1905 Directory.  He is the only Chewning in the book, 
and he is living with Uncle Martin Luther Cannon: 
 
1905-1906 Monmouth, Warren, IL directory 

 
 

Spencer married at Uncle Luther’s house 
 

 
Spencer Lee and Mary Toops Chewning, marr ann, TheRepublicanAtlas, 8.2.1906 
 

 
Spencer Lee Chewning, marr, WarrenCountyDemocrat, 8.2.1906 
 
 
The marriage record shows that Mary was b. in Clark County, MO, and that ‘Mrs. A Cannon and Leora C. 
Brown,’ were witnesses.  That would be Leora Cannon, Uncle Luther’s daughter, and Cora Ann Lane 
Cannon, Albert Cannon’s wife. Albert was a son of Uncle Luther. 
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Spencer Lee Chewning, marr record, Monmouth, Warren, IL 
 
1909-1910 Monmouth, Warren, IL directory 

 
 
1910 census, Monmouth, Ward 5, Warren, IL,  734 E. 10th Street 
Spencer L. Shewning, 28, married 3 years, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, brick layer, houses, owns home, 
mortgage 
Mary Shewning, 32, 1 child, 1 child living, b. in MO, parents b. in MO 
Roy, 3, b. in IL, parents b. in MO  
Edward Toots, 30, widowed, brother-in-law, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, yard man, pottery 
 
 

  
Spencer Lee Chewning, MonmouthDailyAtlas, 2.27.1912 
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Spencer Lee Chewning, Monmouth Daily Atlas, 4.17.1912 
 
 

 
Spencer Lee Chewning, Monmouth Daily Atlas, 4.11.1913 
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Spencer Lee Chewning, Theodore Chewning, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 1.2.1914 
 
1917-1918 Monmouth, Warren, IL directory 

 
 
1919-1920 Monmouth, Warren, IL directory 

 
 

   
Spencer Lee Chewning, WWI reg 
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Spencer Lee Chewning, Monmouth Daily Atlas, 4/12/1919 
 
1920 census, Monmouth, Ward 5, Warren, IL,  734 E. 10th Street 
Spencer Chewning, 38, owns home free, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, bricklayer, houses 
Mary Chewning, 42, b. in MO, parents b. in MO 
Roy, 12, b. in IL, parents b. in MO, attended school in past year 
Stella, 9, b. in IL, parents b. in MO, attended school in past year 
Robert, 7, b. in IL, parents b. in MO, attended school in past year 
Everett, 4 2/12, b. in IL, parents b. in MO 
Lloyd, 2 4/12, b. in IL, parents b. in MO 
Willis, 3/12, b. in IL, parents b. in MO 
 
About 1919, Spencer’s brother, Theodore, relocated his family from Ashton, Clark, MO, to Monmouth.  
Just as Spencer first lived in Uncle Martin Luther Cannon’s house, Theodore and family did, also, before 
moving to S 3rd St. 
 
1922 Monmouth Directory 

 
 
 
According to family records, Lloyd died of lockjaw.  
  
CHEWNING      LLOYD      M        M/W  UNK  0940145     1926-06-05     WARREN      MONMOUTH            
 
1930 census, Monmouth, Warren, IL  734 E. 10th Street 
Spencer Chewning, 48, owns home worth $2500, has a radio set, 25 at marriage, b. in MO, parents b. in 
MO, brick mason, works for wages 
Mary Chewning, 53, 29 at marriage, b. in MO, father b. in IN, mother b. in MO 
Robert E., 17, b. in IL, parents b. in MO, did not attend school in last year, helper, father’s truck farm 
Everett W., 14, b. in IL, parents b. in MO, attended school 
Willis W., 10, etc., attended school 
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Raymond A., 7, etc., attended school 
 
1936 Monmouth, Warren, IL directory 
 
Spencer isn’t listed.  Don’t know why. 
 

 
 
 
1939 Monmouth, Warren, IL  directory 

 
 
 
1940 census, Monmouth, Warren, IL   734 E. 10th Street 
Spencer L. Chewning, 58, owns home, value $1500, completed 8th grade, b. in MO, Monmouth, Warren, IL 
in 1935, employed, blacksmith shop, owns shop 
Mary Chewning*, 63, completed 3rd grade, b. in MO, Monmouth, Warren, IL in 1935, not employed, 
housework 
Robert E., 27, completed 7th grade, b. in IL, same house in 1935, not working, seeking work, common labor 
Everett W., 24, completed 8th grade, b. in IL, same house in 1935, not working, seeking work, blacksmith 
 

 
Spencer Lee Chewning, Effie Maud Chewning Davidson, ClarkCountyCourier, 8.16.1940 
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Spencer Lee Chewning, WWII reg.1 
  
1943 Monmouth Directory 
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These entries continue through 1960.  This is from 1952: 

 
 
1950 census, Monmouth, Warren, IL   734 E. 10th 
Spencer L. Chewning, 68, b. in MO, working, 48 hrs/wk, proprietor, blacksmith, own business 
Mary Chewning, 73, b. in MO, housework 
Everett W., 34, b. in IL, separated, unable to work 
 
 

Letter from Spencer to his sister Anna Lee Chewning Webster, 1956 
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Spencer Lee Chewning, Austin Raymond Chewning, real estate, GalesburgRegisterMail, 6.1.1959 
 

Uncle Spencer d. in 1961 
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Spencer Lee Chewning, obit, TheRockIslandArgus, 5.15.1961 
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Spencer Lee Chewning, obit, TheRockIslandArgus, 5.17.1961 
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Mary Toops Chewning, obit, TheRockIslandArgus, 9.27.1971 
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Mary Toops Chewning, obit, GalesburgRegisterMail, 9.27.1971 
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Mary P McGill Chewning, obit, GalesburgRegisterMail, 9.30.1971.  The pallbearers were her grandsons. 
 
 
 
MONMOUTH CEMETERY MAUSOLEUM, SECTION 14 
Chewning    Mary    1876   1971   funeral marker 
 
MONMOUTH CEMETERY, SECTION 18 
Chewning    Robert E.   1912   1949 
Chewning   Lloyd  1917 - 1926 
Chewning    Spence   1881   1961 

There is a website where someone has posted pictures of gravestones in Monmouth Cemetery.  Lloyds 
and Robert’s are there.  The comment with Robert’s is:  Robert E. 1912—1949.  This is a pauper's 
gravestone marker 

Robert died in Rock Island; don’t know if that means the town or the hospital.  The family story is that he 
committed suicide in the hospital. 

Greetings from Find A Grave, 
 
We are writing to let you know that a Find A Grave volunteer has reported a problem with your photo 
request for Spencer Chewning. 
 
The general problem they reported is: 
I searched the entire cemetery and could not find the grave 
 
They also reported, specifically: 
According to cemetery readings taken circa 1980, Spencer had a funeral home marker at that time.  These 
markers are not durable, made of a small cast zinc base, with punched tin lettering wrapped around slots 
in the base.  They measure roughly 4x8 inches, and are very vulnerable to mowers.  I am very familiar with 
the area surrounding his grave, and several people buried there.  I photographed the markers in that area 
back in September 2006 (and perhaps prior to that), and Spencer's marker was missing at that time.  I 
compared photos of temporary markers from 2006 in that area with photos taken yesterday, and one is 
missing, and a couple showing more damage.  Spencer is buried next to (west of) Robert E. Chewning 
(1912-1949), who has a nice stone marker.  Lloyd Chewning (1917-1926; son of S. L. and Mary Toops 
Chewning) is buried behind (south) of Robert, also with a nice stone marker.  I have photos of these, if you 
want them. 
 
In regards to the previous note that Spencer is not buried in the mausoleum; that is correct.  He is buried 
approximately 500 feet to the south.  

Warren County birth index: 
1907  Chewning, Roy Lee      Spencer     Mary 
1910   Chewning, Stella  2nd    Spencer  S.    Mary 
1912   Chewning, Robert Edward    Spencer     Mary 
1915   Chewning, Everett William      Spenser L.     Mary 
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Children of Spencer Lee and Mary Toops Chewning 
Grandchildren of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
Great Grandchildren of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning and 
Great Grandchildren of Newbold NJ and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon 
 
1. Roy Lee Chewning, b. 4/14/1907, Monmouth, Warren, IL; m. Virgil Marie Miller, 9/25/1929, 

Galesburg, Knox, IL; d. 3/26/1989, Monmouth, Warren, IL; buried in Monmouth Cemetery, 
Monmouth, Warren, IL. 

 
2. Stella Maude Chewning Heady Cokel, b. 10/18/1910, Monmouth, Warren, IL; m. 1st Earl Lyman 

Heady, 3/13/1917, Warren County, IL; m. 2nd Bernard Harry Bud Cokel, 6/21/1947, Monmouth, 
Warren, IL; d. 5/24/2000, Monmouth, Warren, IL; buried in Saint Mary’s Cemetery, Monmouth, 
Warren, IL. 

 
3. Robert Edward Chewning, b. 9/1/1912, Monmouth, Warren, IL; d. 1949, Rock Island, Rock Island, IL; 

buried in Monmouth Cemetery, Monmouth, Warren, IL. 
 
4. Everett William Chewning, b. 7/31/1915, Monmouth, Warren, IL; m. Ruth Blanche Asbury, 

12/13/1939, Burlington, Des Moines, IA; d. 6/5/2000, Monmouth, Warren, IL; buried in Monmouth 
Cemetery, Monmouth, Warren, IL. 

 
5. Lloyd M. Chewning, b. 9/20/1917, Monmouth, Warren, IL; d. 6/5/1926, Monmouth, Warren, IL; 

buried in Monmouth Cemetery, Monmouth, Warren, IL. 
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6. Willis Wiley Chewning, b. 10/23/1919, Monmouth, Warren, IL; m. Mary Patricia McGill, 11/25/1946, 
Monmouth, Warren, IL; d. 5/18/2011, Monmouth, Warren, IL; buried in Monmouth Cemetery, 
Monmouth, Warren, IL. 
 

7. Raymond Albert Chewning, b. 3/25/1923, Monmouth, Warren, IL; m. 1st Dora Jean Smith, 4/29/1941; 
m. 2nd Geraldine Geri Enslow, 12/16/1971; d. 8/30/2015, Monmouth, Warren, IL; cremated, burial 
unknown. 

 
 
Roy Lee Chewning 
Son of Spencer Lee and Mary Toops Chewning 
Grandson of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning and 
Great Grandson of Newbold NJ and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon 
 

 
Roy Lee and Virgil Marie Miller Chewning stone, Monmouth Cemetery, Monmouth, Warren, IL 
 
 
1920 census, Monmouth, Ward 5, Warren, IL,  734 E. 10th Street 
Spencer Chewning, 38, owns home free, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, bricklayer, houses 
Mary Chewning, 42, b. in MO, parents b. in MO 
Roy, 12, born in IL, parents b. in MO, attended school in past year 
Stella, 9, etc. 
Robert, 7, etc. 
Everett, 4 2/12, b. in IL, parents b. in MO 
Lloyd, 2 4/12, etc. 
Willis, 3/12, etc. 
 
1922 Monmouth Directory 
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Austin Raymond Bill Chewning, Effie Maud Chewning Davidson, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 
9.11.1925 
 
It looks like Roy and Virgie married about the time of this census. 
 
1930 census, Galesburg, Knox, IL  317 South West St. 
Roy L. Chewning, 22, rents house, $20, married at 22, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, laborer, disc factory 
Virgil M. Chewning, 18, married at 18, b. in IL, parents b. in IL 
 
1936 Monmouth, Warren, IL directory 
 
Spencer isn’t listed.  Don’t know why. 
 

 
 
 
1939 Monmouth, Warren, IL  directory 

 
 
 
1940 census, Monmouth, Warren, IL   822 S 3rd St. 
Roy L. Chewning, 33, owns home, $300, 7 yrs school, b. in IL, same place in 1935, worked 40 yrs, handy 
man, second hand store,  
Virgil M. Chewning, 29, 8 yrs school, b. in IL,  
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Roy Lee Chewning, WWII reg.2 
 
1943 Monmouth Directory 
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These entries continue through 1960.  This is from 1952: 
 

 
 
1950 census, Monmouth, Warren, IL.   822 S. 3rd 
Roy L. Chewning, 42, b. in IL, working,  
Virgil M. Chewning, 39, b. in IL, housework 
 
 

 
Roy Lee Chewning, obit, GalesburgRegisterMail, 3.27.1989 
 



 
Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 

 

- 29 - 

 
Virgil Marie Miller Chewning, obit, GalesburgRegisterMail, 6.9.1997 
 
 
Stella Maude Chewning Heady Cokel 
Daughter of Spencer Lee and Mary Toops Chewning 
Granddaughter of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
Great Granddaughter of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning and  
Great Granddaughter of Newbold NJ and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon 
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Stella Maude Chewning Heady Cokel, stone, Saint Mary's Cemetery, Monmouth, Warren, IL 
 
1920 census, Monmouth, Ward 5, Warren, IL,  734 E. 10th Street 
Spencer Chewning, 38, owns home free, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, bricklayer, houses 
Mary Chewning, 42, b. in MO, parents b. in MO 
Roy, 12, born in IL, parents b. in MO, attended school in past year 
Stella, 9, etc. 
Robert, 7, etc. 
Everett, 4 2/12, b. in IL, parents b. in MO 
Lloyd, 2 4/12, etc. 
Willis, 3/12, etc. 
 

 
Austin Raymond Bill Chewning, Effie Maud Chewning Davidson, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 
9.11.1925 
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Name:   Stella M Cokel 
Birth Date:  26 Oct 1911 
Address:   800 N D St, Monmouth, IL, 61462-1131 
 
Stella apparently married twice, first to Earl Lyman Heady, in 1937: 
 

 
Earl Lyman Heady 
 
Stella Chewning 
mentioned in the record of E L Heady and Stella Chewning 
Name  E L Heady 
Event Type Marriage 
Event Date 13 Mar 1937 
Event Place Warren, Illinois, United States 
Gender  Male 
Spouse's Name Stella Chewning 
Spouse's Gender Female 
Page  77 
 
Name  E L Heady 
Gender  Male 
Marriage Date 13 Mar 1937 
Marriage Place Warren, Illinois, USA 
Spouse  Stella Chewning 
 
1940 census, Monmouth, Warren, IL   611 E. Euclid 
Earl Heady, 39, owns home, $2400, b. in IL, Galesburg, IL, in 1935, worked 54 hrs, auto mechanic, auto 
repair shop, worked 52 wks,  
Stella Heady, 29, 4 yrs hs, same place in193, worked 54 hrs, trained nurse, hospital, worked 50 wks,  
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Earl Lyman Heady, WWII reg.2 
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Stella Maude Chewning Heady Cokel, marr, TheRockIslandArgus, 6.25.1947 
 
1950 census, Monmouth, Warren, IL 
Bernard H. Cokel, 33, b. in IL, working, 44 hrs/wk, welding, blacksmith shop 
Stella Cokel, 36, b.cin IL, housework 
 
Stella and Cokel  listing in the 1952 directory, at the 800 N D St. address. 
 
1956 Monmouth, Warren, IL directory 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Bernard H. Cokel, Galesburg Register Mail, 1.22.1972 
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Bernard H Budd Cokel, obit, GalesburgRegisterMail, 5.11.1984 
 
Name:   Stella Cokel  
SSN:   344-52-3256  
Last Residence:  61462  Monmouth, Warren, Illinois  
Born:   18 Oct 1910  
Died:   24 May 2000  
State (Year) SSN issued: Illinois (1971)  
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Stella Maude Chewning Heady Cokel, obit, GalesburgRegisterMail, 5.27.2000 
 
Robert Edward Chewning 
Son of Spencer Lee and Mary Toops Chewning 
Grandson of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning and 
Great Grandson of Newbold NJ and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon 
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Robert Edward Chewning stone, Monmouth Cemetery, Monmouth, Warren, IL 
 
1920 census, Monmouth, Ward 5, Warren, IL,  734 E. 10th Street 
Spencer Chewning, 38, owns home free, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, bricklayer, houses 
Mary Chewning, 42, b. in MO, parents b. in MO 
Roy, 12, born in IL, parents b. in MO, attended school in past year 
Stella, 9, etc. 
Robert, 7, etc. 
Everett, 4 2/12, b. in IL, parents b. in MO 
Lloyd, 2 4/12, etc. 
Willis, 3/12, etc. 
 
1930 census, Monmouth, Warren, IL  734 E. 10th Street 
Spencer Chewning, 48, owns home worth $2500, has a radio set, 25 at marriage, b. in MO, parents b. in 
MO, brick mason, works for wages 
Mary Chewning, 53, 29 at marriage, b. in MO, father b. in IN, mother b. in MO 
Robert E., 17, b. in IL, parents b. in MO, did not attend school in last year, helper, father’s truck farm 
Everett W., 14, b. in IL, parents b. in MO, attended school 
Willis W., 10, etc., attended school 
Raymond A., 7, etc., attended school 
 
1940 census, Monmouth, Warren, IL   734 E. 10th Street 
Spencer L. Chewning, 58, owns home, value $1500, completed 8th grade, b. in MO, Monmouth, Warren, IL 
in 1935, employed, blacksmith shop, owns shop 
Mary Chewning*, 63, completed 3rd grade, b. in MO, Monmouth, Warren, IL in 1935, not employed, 
housework 
Robert E., 27, completed 7th grade, b. in IL, same house in 1935, not working, seeking work, common labor 
Everett W., 24, completed 8th grade, b. in IL, same house in 1935, not working, seeking work, blacksmith 
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Robert Edward Chewning, WWII reg.2 
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Robert was committed to the state mental hospital in Rock Island, Rock Island, IL, and committed suicide 
while there.   
 

 
Robert Edward Chewning, obit, TheRockIslandArgus, 5.18.1949 
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Robert Edward Chewning, obit, TheDispatch, 5.18.1949 
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Robert Edward Chewning, funeral, TheRockIslandArgus, 5.20.1949 
 
 
Everett William Chewning 
Son of Spencer Lee and Mary Toops Chewning 
Grandson of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning and 
Great Grandson of Newbold NJ and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon 
 

 
Everett William and Ruth Blanche Asbury Chewning stone, Monmouth Cemetery, Monmouth, Warren, IL 
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Ruth Blanche Asbury Chewning, 1936 hs yr, Galesburg, Knox, IL 
 
1920 census, Monmouth, Ward 5, Warren, IL,  734 E. 10th Street 
Spencer Chewning, 38, owns home free, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, bricklayer, houses 
Mary Chewning, 42, b. in MO, parents b. in MO 
Roy, 12, born in IL, parents b. in MO, attended school in past year 
Stella, 9, etc. 
Robert, 7, etc. 
Everett, 4 2/12, b. in IL, parents b. in MO 
Lloyd, 2 4/12, etc. 
Willis, 3/12, etc. 
 
1930 census, Monmouth, Warren, IL  734 E. 10th Street 
Spencer Chewning, 48, owns home worth $2500, has a radio set, 25 at marriage, b. in MO, parents b. in 
MO, brick mason, works for wages 
Mary Chewning, 53, 29 at marriage, b. in MO, father b. in IN, mother b. in MO 
Robert E., 17, b. in IL, parents b. in MO, did not attend school in last year, helper, father’s truck farm 
Everett W., 14, b. in IL, parents b. in MO, attended school 
Willis W., 10, etc., attended school 
Raymond A., 7, etc., attended school 
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Everett William Chewning marr cert 
 
1940 census, Monmouth, Warren, IL   734 E. 10th Street 
Spencer L. Chewning, 58, owns home, value $1500, completed 8th grade, b. in MO, Monmouth, Warren, IL 
in 1935, employed, blacksmith shop, owns shop 
Mary Chewning*, 63, completed 3rd grade, b. in MO, Monmouth, Warren, IL in 1935, not employed, 
housework 
Robert E., 27, completed 7th grade, b. in IL, same house in 1935, not working, seeking work, common labor 
Everett W., 24, completed 8th grade, b. in IL, same house in 1935, not working, seeking work, blacksmith 
 
Everett married Ruth B., in 1939.  I found a 1940 census for a Ruth B. Chewning, living with her parents, 
last name of Asbury, in Galesburg, so did they separate for a while? 
 
Maybe he was heading to WWII service at that point…. 
 
1940 census, Galesburg, Knox, IL 
George W. Asbury, 63, 
Seito Asbury, 57,  
Lyle G.,  
Glen I.,  
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Ruth B. Chewning, 21, daughter, 4 yrs hs, b. in IL, same house in 1935, housekeeping 
Grace Willouhby, 38, 
 

 
 

 
Everett William Chewning, WWII reg.2 
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Name:   Everett Chewning 
Gender:   Male 
Birth Date:  31 Jul 1915 
Death Date:  5 Jun 2000 
SSN:   331168544 
Branch 1:  ARMY 
Enlistment Date 1: 25 Apr 1940 
Release Date 1:  25 Jun 1943 
 
 
1943 Monmouth Directory 
 

 
 

 
Ruth Blanche Asbury Chewning, 1949 directory, Galesburg, Knox, IL 
 
1950 census, Galesburg, Knox, IL 
Ruth B. Chenning, 31, separated, b. in IL, housework 
Edward L., 9, b. in IL,  
Gary G., 8, b. in IL, 
Gloria J., 6, b. in IL,  
Frank R., b. in Sep, b. in IL,  
 
1950 census, Monmouth, Warren, IL   734 E. 10th 
Spencer L. Chewning, 68, b. in MO, working, 48 hrs/wk, proprietor, blacksmith, own business 
Mary Chewning, 73, b. in MO, housework 
Everett W., 34, b. in IL, separated, unable to work 
 
 
This is from 1952.  Looks like Everett was living with his parents. 
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Everett William Chewning, 1956 directory, Monmouth, Warren, IL 
 

 
Ruth Blanche Asbury Chewning, obit, TheRockIslandArgus, 9.2.1986 
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Everett William Chewning, obit, GalesburgRegisterMail, 6.6.2000 
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Everett William Chewning, obit, GalesburgRegisterMail, 6.7.2000 
 
 
Children of Everett William and Ruth Blanche Asbury Chewning 
Grandchildren of Spencer Lee and Mary Toops Chewning 
Great Grandchildren of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
Great Great Grandchildren of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning and 
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Great Great Grandchildren of Newbold J and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon 
 
1. Edward Lee Chewning, b. 4/11/1940, Monmouth, Warren, IL; m. 1st Lina, before 1958; m. 2rd Dixie Lee 

Benson, 6/22/1962, Galesburg, Knox, IL; divorced 9/1967, Knox County, IL; m. 3nd Dianne Lynn Sage 
Nolan, 6/1973; divorced 5/1987, Warren County, IL; m. 4th Tanya L. Dowell; d. 5/1/2018, Peoria, 
Peoria, IL; cremated.  

 
2. Gary G. Chewning, b. 2/9/1942, Monmouth, Warren, IL; m. Judith Ann Whitehall, 11/25/1962, 

Monmouth, Warren, IL; divorced 5/1971, Monmouth, Warren, IL; d.  
 
3. Gloria J. Chewning Witt, b. 10/26/1943, Monmouth, Warren, IL; m. Witt;  
 
4. Frank Ray Chewning, b. 9/9/1949, Galesburg, Knox, IL; m. 1st Diane Edna Utzinger Presley, 7/1962, 

Knox County, IL; divorced in 1979; remarried 10/1979, possibly Monmouth, Warren, IL; divorced 
1980; m. 2nd Dorothy Chewning 1982; divorced 12/1986, Galesburg, Knox, IL; m. 3rd Dianne Lynn Sage 
Nolan Chewning, 6/1987, East Galesburg, Knox, IL; d. 3/15/2005, Coralville, Johnson, IA;  

 
Edward Lee Chewning 
Son of Everett William and Ruth Blanche Asbury Chewning 
Grandson of Spencer Lee and Mary Toops Chewning 
Great Grandson of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
Great Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning and 
Great Great Grandson of Newbold J and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon 
 
 

         
Edward Lee Chewning 
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Edward Lee Chewning, 1958 directory, Monmouth, Warren, IL 
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Edward Lee Chewning, marr, GalesburgRegisterMail, 6.23.1962 
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Edward Lee Chewning, divorced, GalesburgRegisterMail, 9.1.1967 
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Dianne Lynne Sage Nolan, TheArgus, 4.29.1972.  Dianne would marry Edward in a year, and then marry 
Edward’s brother, Frank Ray Chewning, in 1987.  (Note: Frank murdered Dianne in 1989). 
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Edward Lee Chewning, marr, TheArgus, 6.25.1973 
 

 
Edward Lee Chewning, divorce, GalesburgRegisterMail, 5.14.1987 
 
 
Name  Ed Chewning 
Residence Years 1997-1999 
Address  410 W Peach 
Residence Place Kirkwood, Illinois, USA 
Phone Number 309-768-2023 
Spouse  Tanya Chewning 
 

 
Edward Lee Chewning, obit 
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Gary G. Chewning 
Son of Everett William and Ruth Blanche Asbury Chewning 
Grandson of Spencer Lee and Mary Toops Chewning 
Great Grandson of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
Great Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning and 
Great Great Grandson of Newbold J and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon 
 

 
Gary G Chewning 
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Judith Ann Whitehall Chewning, marr, TheRockIslandArgus, 10.4.1962.2 
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Gary G Chewning, marr, TheRockIslandArgus, 11.22.1962 
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Gary G Chewning, son born, GalesburgRegisterMail, 6.20.1966 
 

 
Gary G Chewning, divorce, GalesburgRegisterMail, 5.21.1971 
 
Gloria J. Chewning Witt 
Daughter of Everett William and Ruth Blanche Asbury Chewning 
Granddaughter of Spencer Lee and Mary Toops Chewning 
Great Granddaughter of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
Great Great Granddaughter of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning and 
Great Great Granddaughter of Newbold NJ and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon 
 
 
Name  Gloria J Witt 
Birth Date 26 Oct 1943 
Address  14 Cokel Trailer CT 
Residence Place Monmouth, Illinois, USA 
Zip Code  61462 
 
Name   Gloria J Witt 
Birth Date  Oct 1943 
Residence Date  1991 
Phone Number  784-3904 
Address   1953 W Sherman St 
Residence  Paris, TX 
Third Residence Date 1995 
 
 
Name   Gloria Witt 
Gender   Female 
Divorce Age  37 
Birth Date  1946 
Marriage Date  2 Mar 1965 
Divorce Date  3 Oct 1983 
Divorce Place  Dallas, Texas, USA 
Spouse   Bobby S Witt 
Number of Children 4 
 



 
Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 

 

- 58 - 

Frank Ray Chewning 
Son of Everett William and Ruth Blanche Asbury Chewning 
Grandson of Spencer Lee and Mary Toops Chewning 
Great Grandson of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
Great Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning and 
Great Great Grandson of Newbold NJ and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon 
 
 

 
Frank Ray Chewning, 1966 yrbk, Monmouth, Warren, IL 
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Frank Ray Chewning, GalesburgRegisterMail, 5.3.1966 
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Frank Ray Chewning, TheRockIslandArgus, 11.21.1966 
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Frank Ray Chewning, GalesburgRegisterMail, 9.27.1968 
 

 
Frank Ray Chewning, GalesburgRegisterMail, 11.12.1968 
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Frank Ray Chewning, GalesburgRegisterMail, 1.31.1969 
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Frank Ray Chewning, TheRockIslandArgus, 9.1.1969 
 
On 9/20/1969, Frank was arrested in Monmouth for driving without his lights on. 
 

 
Frank Ray Chewning, TheRockIslandArgus, 10.9.1969 
 

 
Frank Ray Chewning, TheRockIslandArgus, 11.12.1970 
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Frank Ray Chewning, GalesburgRegisterMail, 5.8.1971 
 
 

 
Frank Ray Chewning, GalesburgRegisterMail, 5.15.1971 
 

 
Frank Ray Chewning, GalesburgRegisterMail, 5.27.1971 
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Frank Ray Chewning, marr lic, GalesburgRegisterMail, 7.3.1972 
 
 
 
 

 
Frank Ray Chewning, baby born, GalesburgRegisterMail, 5.23.1973 
 

 
Frank Ray Chewning, divorce, GalesburgRegisterMail, 9.22.1979 
 

 
Frank Ray Chewning, marr to Diane Edna Chewning TheRockIslandArgus, 10.17.1979 
 

 
Frank Ray Chewning, divorce, GalesburgRegisterMail, 12.30.1986 
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Frank Ray Chewning, marr, TheRockIslandArgus, 6.27.1987 
 
Name  Frank Ray Chewning 
Gender  Male 
Residence Place Galesburg 
Marriage Date Abt 1987 
Spouse  Dianne Lynn Chewning 
 

 
Frank Ray Chewning, GalesburgRegisterMail, 8.12.1988 
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Frank Ray Chewning, murder charge, QuadCityTimes, 10.10.1989 
 



 
Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 

 

- 68 - 

 
Frank Ray Chewning, murder charge, TheRockIslandArgus, 10.10.1989 
 

 
Frank Ray Chewning, murder charge, TheGazette, 10.10.1989 
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Frank Ray Chewning, murder charge, QuadCityTimes, 10.10.1989 
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Frank Ray Chewning, murder charge, TheDesMoinesRegister, 10.10.1989 
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Dianne Lynn Sage Nolan Chewning Chewning, funeral, GalesburgRegisterMail, 10.12.1989obit 
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Dianne Lynn Sage Nolan Chewning Chewning, obit, RegisterMail, 10.12.1989 
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Frank Ray Chewning, murder charge, TheMuscatineJournal, 10.25.1989 
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Frank Ray Chewning, murder charge, TheCedarRapidsGazette, 10.28.1989.1 
 



 
Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 

 

- 76 - 
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Frank Ray Chewning, murder charge, TheGazette, 10.25.1989.2 
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Frank Ray Chewning, murder charge, QuadCityTimes,, 10.26.1989 
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Frank Ray Chewning, murder charge, IowaCityPressCitizen, 11.3.1989 
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Frank Ray Chewning, murder charge, TheCedarRapidsGazette, 11.3.1989.1 
 
 

 
Frank Ray Chewning, murder charge, TheBellevilleNewsDemocrat, 11.4.1989 
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Frank Ray Chewning, murder charge, TheDailySpectrum, 11.4.1989 
 
 
 

 
Frank Ray Chewning, murder charge, TheRockIslandArgus, 11.4.1989 
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Frank Ray Chewning, murder charge, IowaCityPressCitizen, 11.8.1989 
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Frank Ray Chewning, murder charge, IowaCityPressCitizen, 11.9.1989 
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Frank Ray Chewning, murder charge, TheGazette, 11.9.1989 
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Frank Ray Chewning, murder charge, TheRockIslandArgus, 11.24.1989 
 

 
Frank Ray Chewning, murder charge, IowaCityPressCitizen, 12.30.1989 
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Frank Ray Chewning, murder charge, IowaCityPressCitizen, 1.18.1990 
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Frank Ray Chewning, murder charge, IowaCityPressCitizen, 2.6.1990 
 

 
 

 
Frank Ray Chewning, murder charge, IowaCityPressCitizen, 3.15.1990.1 
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Frank Ray Chewning, murder charge, TheCedarRapidsGazette, 4.7.1990 
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Frank Ray Chewning, murder charge, TheCedarRapidsGazette, 6.27.1990 
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Frank Ray Chewning, murder charge, IowaCityPressCitizen, 7.16.1990 
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Frank Ray Chewning, murder charge, TheCedarRapidsGazette, 7.18.1990.1 
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Frank Ray Chewning, murder charge, IowaCityPressCitizen, 7.18.1990.2 
 
 

 
Frank Ray Chewning, murder charge, TheCedarRapidsGazette, 7.19.1990 
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Frank Ray Chewning, murder charge, IowaCityPressCitizen, 7.20.1990 
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Frank Ray Chewning, murder charge, TheCedarRapidsGazette, 7.20.1990.2 
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Frank Ray Chewning, murder charge, TheGazette, 9.1.1990 
 

 
Frank Ray Chewning, murder charge, IowaCityPressCitizen, 11.16.1990 
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Frank Ray Chewning, murder conviction, Gazette, 10.30.1991 
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Frank Ray Chewning, obit, TheCedarRapidsGazette, 3.18.2005 
 
 
Birth Place Galesburg Kn, Illinois 
Death Date 15 Mar 2005 
Notes Jun 1967: Name listed as FRANK RAY CHEWNING; 09 Aug 1988: Name listed as FRANK R 
CHEWNING 
 
 
 
Lloyd M. Chewning 
Son of Spencer Lee and Mary Toops Chewning 
Grandson of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning and 
Great Grandson of Newbold NJ and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon 
 
Lloyd was born 9/20/1917; d. 6/5/1926.  Death record online says that he was buried in Glendale 
Cemetery, don’t know why.  He has a stone in Monmouth Cemetery.  He died of lockjaw. 
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Name   Lloyd M. Chewning 
Sex   Male 
Age   8 
Burial Date  7 Jun 1926 
Birth Date  20 Sep 1917 
Birth Year (Estimated) 1918 
Birthplace  Monmouth, Illinois 
Occupation  student 
Race   white 
Ethnicity   American 
Father's Name  S. L. Chewning 
Father's Birthplace Mo. 
Mother's Name Mary Loops 
Mother's Birthplace Mo. 
Event Type  Death 
Event Date  5 Jun 1926 
Event Place  Monmouth, Warren, Illinois, United States 
Event Place (Original) Monmouth, Warren, Illinois 
Source Details  p145 cn25438 rn87 
Cemetery  Glendale Cemetery 
 
He was on the 1920 census with his family. 
 

 
 
Name   Lloyd M. Chewning 
Sex   Male 
Age   8 
Burial Date  7 Jun 1926 
Birth Date  20 Sep 1917 
Birthplace  Monmouth, Illinois 
Occupation  student 
Race   white 
Ethnicity   American 
Father's Name  S. L. Chewning 
Father's Sex  Male 
Father's Birthplace Mo. 
Mother's Name  Mary Loops 
Mother's Birthplace Mo. 
Event Type  Death 
Event Date  5 Jun 1926 
Event Place (Original) Monmouth, Warren, Illinois 
Cemetery  Glendale Cemetery 
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According to family records, Lloyd died of lockjaw.   
CHEWNING      LLOYD      M        M/W  UNK  0940145     1926-06-05     WARREN      MONMOUTH            
 
 
Willis Wiley Chewning 
Son of Spencer Lee and Mary Toops Chewning 
Grandson of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning and 
Great Grandson of Newbold NJ and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon 

      
Willis Wiley Chewning.  Willis and Mary McGill Chewning stone, Monmouth Cem., Warren County, IL 

1920 census, Monmouth, Warren, IL,       734 E. 10th Street 
Spencer Chewning, 38, owns home free, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, bricklayer, houses 
Mary Chewning, 42, b. in MO, parents b. in MO 
Roy, 12, born in IL, parents b. in MO, attended school in past year 
Stella, 9, etc. 
Robert, 7, etc. 
Everett, 4 2/12, b. in IL, parents b. in MO 
Lloyd, 2 4/12, etc. 
Willis, 3/12, etc. 
 
About 1919, Spencer’s brother Theodore, relocated his family from Ashton, Clark, MO, to Monmouth.  
Just as Spencer first lived in Uncle Martin Luther Cannon’s house, Theodore and family did, also, before 
moving to S 3rd St. 
 
1922 Monmouth Directory 
Chewning, Austin R   r 918 S. 3d 
Chewning, Herville P  student  r 918 S 3d 
Chewning, Letha F student  r 918 S 3d 
Chewning, Roy  r  734 E 10 av 
Chewning, Spencer  r 734 E 10 av 
Chewning, Theodore (Nancy) blksmith  810 S 3d  r 918 S 3d 
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1930 census, Monmouth, Warren, IL  734 E. 10th Street 
Spencer Chewning, 48, owns home worth $2500, has a radio set, 25 at marriage, b. in MO, parents b. in 
MO, brick mason, works for wages 
Mary Chewning, 53, 29 at marriage, b. in MO, father b. in IN, mother b. in MO 
Robert E., 17, b. in IL, parents b. in MO, did not attend school in last year, helper, father’s truck farm 
Everett W., 14, b. in IL, parents b. in MO, attended school 
Willis W., 10, etc., attended school 
Raymond A., 7, etc., attended school 
 
1936 Monmouth, Warren, IL directory 
Chewning, A.R., blacksmith and welder (Ethel); ch: Mary Ann, Lillian, Eloise, Theodore A., 916 S. 3rd St. 
 
 

 
 
1939 Monmouth, Warren, IL  directory 
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Willis Wiley Chewning, WWII reg.1 

U.S. World War II Army Enlistment Records, 1938-1946 about Willis W Chewning 

Name:   Willis W Chewning 
Birth Year:  1919 
Race:   White, citizen (White) 
Nativity State or Country: Illinois 
State of Residence: Illinois 
County or City:  Warren 
   
Enlistment Date:  28 Nov 1941 
Enlistment State:  Illinois 
Enlistment City:  Chicago 
Branch Code:  Branch Immaterial - Warrant Officers, USA 
Grade:   Private 
Component:  Selectees (Enlisted Men) 
Source:   Civil Life  
Education:  Grammar school 
Civil Occupation:  Semiskilled mechanics and repairmen, motor vehicles 
Marital Status:  Single, without dependents 
Height:   64 
Weight:   130 
 
 
1950 census, Monmouth, Warren, IL.   739 E. 10th Ave. 

http://www.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=8939&enc=1
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Willis W. Chewning, 30, b. in IL, working, 44 hrs/wk, trucker, county highway 
Mary P. Chewning, 28, b. in Australia, housework 
Willis, Jr., 1, b. in IL 
Patricia V., 8, b. in IL 

 
 
1952: 

 

1958 Monmouth, Warren, IL directory 
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Mary Patricia McGill Chewning, GalesburgRegisterMail, 9.11.1953 
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1960 Monmouth, Warren, IL directory 

 

 

 
Willis Wiley Chewning arrested, GalesburgRegisterMail, 7.18.1963 
 

 
Mary Patricia McGill Chewning, GalesburgRegisterMail, 2.13.1964 
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Mary Patricia McGill Chewning, obit, GalesburgRegisterMail, 8.9.2001 
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Willis Wiley Chewning Obit 

Willis W. Chewning Sr., 91, of Monmouth, Ill., died at 10:43 p.m. Friday, March 18, 2011, at Monmouth 
Nursing Home.  
 
Born Oct. 23, 1919, in Monmouth, he was the son of Spencer L. and Mary Toops Chewning. On Nov. 25, 
1946, he married Mary P. McGill in Monmouth. She died Aug. 8, 2001.  
 
Mr. Chewning worked for Minnesota and St. Louis Railroad, as a mechanic for Pierson and Wood Ford 
Garage in Roseville, Ill., at International Harvester Co. in Moline, Ill., for Warren County Highway 
Department and at Butler Manufacturing in Galesburg, Ill. He attended school in Monmouth and LaCrosse, 
Wis. He served from 1941 to 1945 as a corporal and drove an ambulance in a medical unit in the Army 
during World War II.  
 
He was a lifelong member of VFW and American Legion in Monmouth.  
 
Survivors include one daughter, Patricia Thompson of Monmouth; one son, Willis W. "Butch" Chewning of 
Oquawka, Ill.; five grandchildren; six grandchildren; and one brother.  
 
Besides his wife, he was preceded in death by his parents, one sister and four brothers.  
 
No visitation is planned. The body has been cremated. Burial with military rites for Mr. Chewning will be at 
1:30 p.m. Friday in Monmouth Cemetery.  
 
Memorials have been established for St. Jude Children's Hospital, Monmouth VFW Post 2301, and 
Monmouth American Legion Post 136.  
 
Turnbull Funeral Home in Monmouth is in charge of arrangements. 

Roseville Independent 
Posted Mar 24, 2011 @ 04:04 PM 
Roseville, IL — 
Willis W. Chewning Sr., 91, Monmouth, passed away at 10:43 p.m. Friday, March 18, 2011, at Monmouth 
Nursing Home. He was born Oct. 23, 1919, in Monmouth, to Spencer L. and Mary (Toops) Chewning. 
He is survived by his two children, Patricia Thompson, of Monmouth, and Willis W. “Butch” Chewning, of 
Oquawka; five grandchildren, Christel Thompson, of Monmouth; Laura Thompson, of rural Monmouth; 
Michael Thompson, of rural Monmouth; Julaine Holtz (Dave), of Center Point, La., and Denys Berry (Matt), 
of Rochester, Wash; six grandchildren and one brother, Raymond Chewning (Geri), of Monmouth. 
He was preceded in death by his parents, his wife Mary, one sister and four brothers. 
Willis attended school in Monmouth as well as LaCrosse, Wis. He served as a corporal and drove an 
ambulance in the medical unit in the United States Army from 1941 to 1945. While serving, Willis met the 
love of his life in Australia, and he married Mary P. McGill on Nov. 25, 1946, in Monmouth. She preceded 
him in death on Aug. 8, 2001. 
He first was employed by the M&St. L Railroad; he then was a mechanic for Pierson & Wood Ford Garage 
in Roseville. Later he worked at International Harvester Company in Moline, the Warren County Highway 
Department and lastly for 32 years at Butler Manufacturing in Galesburg. Willis was a life-long member of 
the VFW and American Legion in Monmouth. 
Cremation rites have been accorded. 
A graveside committal of his ashes with military honors will be at 1:30 p.m. Friday, March 25, 2011 in 
Monmouth Cemetery, Monmouth. A memorial fund has been established for St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital, Monmouth VFW Post 2301 or Monmouth American Legion Post 136. 

http://www.mcdonoughvoice.com/
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Turnbull Funeral Home in Monmouth is in charge of arrangements. For more information, please visit 
www.turnbullfuneralhomes.com 

 

Children of Willis Wiley and Mary Patricia McGill Chewning 
Grandchildren of Spencer Lee and Mary Toops Chewning 
Great Grandchildren of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
Great Great Grandchildren of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning and 
Great Great Grandchildren of Newbold NJ and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon 
 
1. Patricia Vern Chewning Dennis Thompson, b. 1942, IL; m. 1st Ancil David Dave Dennis, 1/20/1968, 

Monmouth, Warren, IL; divorced 4/1969, IL; m. 2nd Thompson, before 2011;  
 
2. Willis Wiley Butch Chewning, Jr., b. 6/20/1948, IL; m. Marjorie Dorothy Browning, 10/1968;  

 
Patricia Vern Chewning Dennis, marr, GalesburgRegisterMail, 12.12.1967 
 

 
Patricia Vern Chewning Dennis, marr lic, TheRockIslandArgus, 1.23.1968.  They got the marriage license in 
Monmouth. 
 

http://www.turnbullfuneralhomes.com/
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Patricia Vern Chewning Dennis, GalesburgRegisterMail, 5.1.1969 
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Willis Wiley Butch Chewning, jr., GalesburgRegisterMail, 8.7.1965 
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Willis Wiley Butch Chewning, marr, TheRockIslandArgus, 10.30.1968.  License was issued in Warren 
County. 
 
 

Raymond Albert Chewning 
Son of Spencer Lee and Mary Toops Chewning 
Grandson of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning and 
Great Grandson of Newbold NJ and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon 
 

          
Raymond Albert and Dora Jean Smith Chewning stone, Monmouth County Memorial Park, Monmouth, 
Warren, IL 
 
1930 census, Monmouth, Warren, IL  734 E. 10th Street 
Spencer Chewning, 48, owns home worth $2500, has a radio set, 25 at marriage, b. in MO, parents b. in 
MO, brick mason, works for wages 
Mary Chewning, 53, 29 at marriage, b. in MO, father b. in IN, mother b. in MO 
Robert E., 17, b. in IL, parents b. in MO, did not attend school in last year, helper, father’s truck farm 
Everett W., 14, b. in IL, parents b. in MO, attended school 
Willis W., 10, etc., attended school 
Raymond A., 7, etc., attended school 
 
Ray is NOT on his father’s 1940 census: 
 
1940 census, Monmouth, Warren, IL   734 E. 10th Street 
Spencer L. Chewning, 58, owns home, value $1500, completed 8th grade, b. in MO, Monmouth, Warren, IL 
in 1935, employed, blacksmith shop, owns shop 
Mary Chewning*, 63, completed 3rd grade, b. in MO, Monmouth, Warren, IL in 1935, not employed, 
housework 
Robert E., 27, completed 7th grade, b. in IL, same house in 1935, not working, seeking work, common labor 
Everett W., 24, completed 8th grade, b. in IL, same house in 1935, not working, seeking work, blacksmith 
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1940 census, Fort Randolph, Cristobol, Panama 
Raymond A. Chewning, 19, completed 10th grade, b. in IL, worked for pay, worked 52 hours/week, 
occupation:  private, US Army, worked 52 weeks 
 
Ray married his high school sweetheart, Dora Jean Smith, 4/29/1941.   
 
Was Ray living in his parents’ house in 1993? 
 
U.S. Public Records Index, Volume 1 about Ray A Chewning 

Name: Ray A Chewning 

Birth Date: 25 Mar 1923 

Address: 734 E 10th Ave, Monmouth, IL, 61462-2844 (1993) 
[742 E 10th Ave, Monmouth, IL, 61462-2844 (1981)]  

 

 

 
Raymond Albert Chewning, marr, TheRockIslandArgus, 5.3.1941 
 

 
Raymond Albert Chewning, wounded WWII, US Navy Casualty book 
 
1950 census, Monmouth, Warren, IL 

http://www.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=1788&enc=1
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Raymond Chewning, 27, b. in IL, working, 48 hrs/wk, helper, blacksmith 
Dora J. Chewning, 27, b. in IL, 
Judity, 8, b. in IL, 
John E., 4 b. in IL, 
 
 
1952: 

 

 

1958 Monmouth, Warren, IL directory 

 

1960 Monmouth, Warren, IL directory 

 

 

Wife Dora passed away 1970 
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Dora Jean Smith Chewning, obit, TheRockIslandArgus, 8.14.1970 
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Dora Jean Smith Chewning, obit, GalesburgRegisterMail, 8.14.1970 

Ray married Geraldine Geri Enslow Morris, 12/16/1971.  She passed away 12/24/2012. 

 

 
Geraldine Geri Enslow Morris Chewning, GalesburgRegisterMail, 3.17.1987.  She apparently stole a wig 
worth $17.91 in Aug. 1986. 
 

Source:  Tributearchive.com 
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Source URL:  Geraldine M. Chewning Obituary (tributearchive.com) 

  

 

Geraldine M. Chewning - 93 12/22/1919 - 12/24/2012 
Geraldine (Geri) Chewning, 93, of Monmouth, died December 24, 2012, at The Monmouth Nursing Home. 
She was born December 22, 1919, in Aledo, the daughter of Lute and Truie (Walters) Enslow. She was 
raised and educated in Aledo where she graduated from Aledo High School. 
Geri married Stuart Morris on April 17, 1937, and he preceded her in death. 
She was a homemaker and had worked at the grocery stores she and her husband, Stuart, owned. She 
enjoyed her family, gardening, her home, and church work. She was a member of Heritage United 
Presbyterian Church where she was active before her failing health. In her earlier years she enjoyed 
traveling all over the U.S. and spent winters in the South. 
Her family includes one daughter, Barbara J. (Verlin) Anderson of Greenville, SC, one son, Dr. George 
Nelson Morris of Monmouth, daughter-in-law, Carole Morris, four grandchildren, two great grandchildren 
and four great-great grandchildren, as well as nieces and nephews. 
She was preceded in death by her husband, Stuart, a son, Shirl L., a sister and a brother. 
Cremation has been accorded. Entombment will be in the Monmouth Mausoleum. Online condolences 
may be left at hooverhall.com. 
 
Cremation has been accorded. Entombment will be in the Monmouth Cemetery Mausoleum. 
  
To send flowers to the family or plant a tree in memory of Geraldine M. Chewning please visit our Tribute 
Store. 
 
Raymond A. Chewning, 92, of Monmouth, passed away Sunday, August 30, 2015 at the Monmouth 
Nursing Home in Monmouth. He was born on March 25, 1923 in Monmouth, the son of Spencer L. and 
Mary (Tupes) Chewning. Ray attended school in Monmouth. He served as a Fireman in the United States 
Navy during WWII on the Destroyer Minesweeper USS Hovey. The unsung hero's of the Philippine 
invasion were the little minesweepers that went to work three days before the "Big Show" to make the 
heavily mined water of Leyte Gulf safe for warships, troop transports, and a vast number of landing craft. 
The first American surface craft to enter Philippine waters since the Fall of Corregidor was the Hovey. 
The Hovey was sunk by Japanese bombers. Only a few members of her crew survived. Ray spent 18 
hours in the waters doing his best to help his fallen friends before he was rescued. The Hovey was a 
proud little ship. She started her war career at Pearl Harbor, was at Guadalcanal and Tulagi in the 
Solomon Islands and on to the Philippines. She swept more Japanese mines than any other ship. Ray 
received our Country's Purple Heart. After the war, Ray returned home and worked on the M&StL railroad, 
for his dad in his blacksmith shop, and retired from Butler's in Galesburg as a welder and crane operator. 
Ray married his high school sweetheart, Jean Smith, on April 29, 1941. After 29 years of marriage, she 
preceded him on August 13, 1970. He married Geri Morris in December, 1971. She preceded him on 
December 24, 2012. He was also preceded by his parents, on infant daughter, Jerry Faye Chewning, on 
June 21, 1966, one grandson, Patrick J. Adams, son of his daughter Janna LaFrance and Jack Adams, his 
son-in-law who passed away in 1993. Five brothers and one sister also preceded him. He is survived by two 
sons; John E. of Dwight, Joe (Crystal) Spring Valley, CA, two daughters; Janna (Greg) LaFrance of Downers 
Grove, Judy (Terry) McGinnes of Monmouth, three grandsons, two granddaughters, three great-
grandsons, four great-granddaughters, on great-great granddaughter, and one great-great grandson. 
Several nieces and nephews also survive, including Patricia Thompson, "Butch" Chewning, and Jim Cokel. 
Ray love to fish, garden, and travel. 
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Services: Services are currently pending and will be announced at a later date. In honor of Ray's wishes, 
cremation was accorded. 

 

 


