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The Children of 
Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 

Grandchildren of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning and 
Grandchildren of Newbold J and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon 

 
November 6, 2023 

 
1. Children of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning, Theo-Annie 
2. Children of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning, Francis-Ernest 
3. Children of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning, Reatha-Spencer 
4. Children of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning, Effie 

 
 

Effie Maud Chewning Davidson 
Daughter of Moses and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 

 
Effie was born September 5, 1883, in Union Twp., Clark County, MO.  Her obit says she was born near 
Antioch, and died at Mary Davidson’s home in Kahoka, Clark, MO.  
  

   
Effie Maud Chewning Davidson, possibly hs graduation.  The comment at ancestry: “This is a picture of my 
great grandmother Effie Maude Chewning who married Adaph Malachi Davidson.” davidson1958 
originally shared this on 29 Jan 2011 
 
I got this same picture from Nita Chewning in 2010. 
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Adaph Malachi and Effie Maud Chewning Davidson and family; 1st row Adaph and Leland; 2nd row Hilbert, 
Effie, John, holding his first grandson Mike.  Dad (H. Finley Downes) knew this family very well.  He said 
that Leland was very bright, but had some condition including ‘water on the brain.’  I’m guessing he 
suffered from spina bifida.  Hilbert was mentally challenged in some way. 
 

 
Adaph Malachi and Effie Maud Chewning Davidson stone, Ashton Methodist Cemetery, Ashton, Clark, MO 
 
I don’t have a 1900 census record for Effie, or for her brother Spencer.  The census was taken a few weeks 
after their mother, Lizzie, died.  I don’t have any clue where these children may have been living at the 
time of the census, or for the next five years (until her marriage) in Effie’s case. 
 

Adaph’s first marriage, 1898 
 
Effie’s future husband, Adaph Malachi Davidson, was married 5/27/1898, to Luvinnie Green, a girl under 
the age of 18, in Green City, Sullivan, MO.  Adaph was under the age of 21, his marriage license says.  Why 
in Sullivan County?  Fathers of both parties were present, the marriage license says, and consented to 
their marriage.  Had to get married??   I think so:  I found a findagrave record for Louise Vinnie Green 
Davidson (2/18/1881; d. 9/5/1955, Sullivan County, MO), wife of Adaph Malachi Davidson.  Her obit says 
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that she was mother to Nile Walter Davidson, b. 1/21/1899; d. 11/1968.  That means when she married 
Adaph, she was probably pregnant, unless Nile was a premature baby. 
 
 

 
 
I found Vinnie living with her parents in 1900, with her son Nile.  I found Adaph in 1900 in Jefferson Twp., 
Clark County, MO living as a servant in the household of William and Rebecca Owens; he says he was 
single. 
 

Effie married Adaph 
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Effie Chewning Davidson, marr, ClarkCountyCourier, 12.29.1905 
 
1910 census, Lincoln Twp., Clark County, MO 
Adaph M. Davidson, 31, married twice, number of years of this marriage, 4, b. in MO, parents b. 
unknown, engineer, ???Tractor?  Trast????  owned, free of mortgage home 
Effie M Davidson, 26, married once, b. in MO, parents b. in MO 
Daniel Murphree, 17, boarder, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, depot agent, PB & 2 RR 
 

 
Effie Maud Chewning Davidson, infant son, Ashton col. ClarkCountyCourier, 8.19.1910 
 

Son John Edward b. 1912 
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Effie Maud Chewning Davidson, John Edward Davidson birth, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 1.19.1912 
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Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, others, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 7.18.1913 
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Adaph Malachi Davidson WWI reg 
 
 

 
Nancy Ann Chewning Morris, others, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 4.5.1918 
 

 
Eddie Maud Chewning Davidson, family, flu, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 12.6.1918 
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Letha Florence Chewning Downes, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 6.21.1918 
 

 
Eddie Maud Chewning Davidson, Anna Lee Annie Chewning Webster, ClarkCountyCourier, 8.27.1920 
 
 
Uncle Bill (Raymond Austin Chewning) was living with his Aunt Effie in 1920; I’ve been told that he was 
completing his schooling.  His parents, Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, and brother Herville 
Payne Chewning and sister Letha Florence Chewning were living in Monmouth, Warren, IL, at that point. 
 
1920 census, Lincoln Twp., Clark County, MO  (Ashton) 
A.M. Davidson, 42, owns home free of mortgage, b. in MO, father b. in OH, mother b. in MO, machinist 
Effie Davidson, 36, b. in MO, parents b. in US 
J. Edward, 7, b. in MO, parents b.in MO 
Hibbert W., 5, etc. 
Raymond Chewning, 19, nephew, b. in MO, father b. in IL, mother b. in MO, no occupation 
 

 
Effie Maud Chewning Davidson, birth of Harry Leland, Ashton col, ClarkCountyCourier, 3.11.1921 
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Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, Francis Harriett Moseley Morris, Effie Maud Chewning Davidson, Ashton col 
ClarkCountyCourier, 9.5.1924 
 
 

 
Austin Raymond Bill Chewning, Effie Maud Chewning Davidson, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 
9.11.1925 
 

 
Raymond, Herville, Theodore Chewning, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 4.1.1927 
 
 
 
 

 
Letha Florence Chewning Downes, Herville Payne Chewning, ClarkCountyCourier, 11.15.1929 
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Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, Herville, Raymond, Letha Florence Chewning Downes, Effie Maud Chewning 
Davidson, ClarkCountyCourier, 10.17.1930 
 
I think it’s interesting that Adaph said that he was 27 years old when he was first married; not true.  He 
was less than 21 when he married Louise Vinnie Green. 
 
1930 census, Lincoln Twp., Clark County, MO    
Adoph Davidson, 52, owns home, value $1,000, radio set, 27 at first marriage, b.in MO, parents b. in MO, 
mechanic, garage, working on own account, not a veteran 
Effie Davidson, 46, 22 at 1st marriage, b. in MO, parents b. in MO 
John E., 18, married, 18 at 1st marriage, did not attend school in last year, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, 
laborer, garage, working for wages 
Hilbert, 15, did not attend school in last year, b. in MO, parents b. in MO 
Leland, 9, did attend school, b. in MO, parents b. in MO 
Mary, 18, daughter-in-law, 18 at 1st marriage, b. in MO, father b. in MO, mother b. in OK 
 

 
Theodore Chewning, Effie Maud Chewning Davidson, Ashton col. ClarkCountyCourier, 1 1.27.1931 
 

 
Austin Rayond Chewning, Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, Effie M Chewning Davidson, Ashton 
col. ClarkCountyCourier, 7.8.1932 
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Theodore Chewning, Effie Maud Chewning Davidson, Ashton col. ClarkCountyCourier, 1.13.1933 
 
Theodore d. 1/16/1933. 
 

 
Theodore Chewning, obit, ClarkCountyCourier, 1.27.1933 
 

 
Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, others, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 8.17.1934 
 

 
Maurice Emil Downes, Austin Raymond Bill Chewning, Effie Maud Chewning Davidson, Ashton col. 
ClarkCountyCourier, 9.24.1937 
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Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, others, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 9.9.1938 
 

 
Maurice Emil Downes, Effie Maud Chewning Davidson, ClarkCountyCourier, 10.14.1938 
 

 
Effie Maud Chewning Davidson, grandson Leon Durwain Davidson, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 
9.8.1939 
 
1940 census, Lincoln Twp., Clark County, MO  Ashton Village 
Adolph Davidson, 62, owns home, $500, completed 8 yrs of school, same area in 1935, Clark County, MO, 
worked 48 hours/week, house wiring, private, worked 30 weeks 
Effie Davidson*, 56, completed 8 yrs of school, same area in 1935, housework 
Hubert, 25, completed 6 yrs of school, same area in 1935, unable to work 
Leland, 19, completed 6 yrs of school, same area in 1935, unable to work 
 

 



 
Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 

 

- 13 - 

Letha Florence Chewning Downes, Effie Maud Chewning Davidson, ClarkCountyCourier, 1.12.1940 
 

 
Spencer Lee Chewning, Effie Maud Chewning Davidson, ClarkCountyCourier, 8.16.1940 
 

 
 

 
Adaph Malachai Davidsosn WWII reg.1 
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Thomas Rogers Davidson, John Edwards Davidson, ClarkCountyCourier, 3.6.1942 
 
 

 
Maurice Emil and Letha Florence Chewning Downes, Effie Maud Chewning Davidson, Ash col. 
ClarkCountyCourier, 3.31.1944 
 
1950 census, Lincoln Twp., Clark County, MO  Ashton Village 
Adoph M. Davidson, 71, b. in MO, unable to work 
Essie M. Davidson, 66, b. in MO, housework 
Hilbert W., 35, unable to work 
Leland H., 29, unable to work 

 
Adaph d. in 1957 
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Adaph Malachai Davidson death cert 
 

Effie died in 1973 
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Effie Maud Chewning Davidson obit.  I got this from Nita Chewning in 2010. 
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Davidson Family tombstone inscriptions 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Children of Adaph Malachi and Effie Maud Chewning Davidson 
Grandchildren of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
Great Grandchildren of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning and 
Great Grandchildren of Newbold NJ and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon 
 
1. Infant Son Davidson, b. 8/13/1910, Ashton, Clark, MO; d. before 8/19/1910; buried in Ashton 

Methodist Cemetery, Ashton, Clark, MO. 
 
2. John Edward Davidson, b. 1/12/1912, Ashton, Clark, MO; m. Mary Elizabeth Fishback, 1/12/1930, 

Kahoka, Clark, MO; d. 10/5/1969, Kahoka, Clark, MO; buried in Ashton Methodist Cemetery, Ashton, 
Clark, MO. 

 
3. Hilbert Wayne Davidson, b. 6/9/1914, Ashton, Clark, MO; d. 5/23/1956, Ashton, Clark, MO; buried in 

Ashton Methodist Cemetery, Ashton Clark, MO. 
 
4. Harry Leland Davidson, b. 3/2/1921, Ashton, Clark, MO; d. 7/8/1959, Fulton, Callaway, MO; buried in 

Ashton Methodist Cemetery, Ashton Clark, MO. 
 

Email from Dad to me re: Aunt Effie’s children 
 

Dad and his family (Maurice Emil and Letha Florence Chewning Downes, brother Roger, sister Betty Ann) 
would visit their Chewning relatives in Clark County, MO, about once a year.  Driving from Roseville, 
Warren, IL, to Ashton, Clark, MO, was a big deal in the 1930s and 1940s.  These trips really stood out for 
Dad, and we talked about who he remembered visiting, etc.  His mother’s people on both the Morris and 
Chewning side were thick in the area, so there were many people to visit.  Apparently, Dad was unaware 
that the Cannons and Beckners were also original settlers to the area.  Indeed, he didn’t even know the 
relationships between those families and his until we started doing this genealogy together. 
 
The following email talks about Aunt Effie’s sons. 
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Emails H. Finley Downes to me, re: Chewnings 1.9.2008 
 

 
Nita Chewning email to me, 1.29.2009 
 

Debra Anderson, Aunt Effie’s great granddaughter 
 

In 2010 I corresponded with Debra, who’s mother is Naomi Ruth Davidson Gonzalez Gray.  Naomi is the 
daughter of John Edward and Mary Elizabeth Fishback Davidson.  John Edward was the son of Adaph 
Malachi and Effie Maud Chewning Davidson. 
 
I am removing a portion of the email from Debra, as it speaks to (perhaps) old personal feelings inside her 
mother’s siblings, which I don’t know if she would want publicized.    
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…. 
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Infant Son Chewning 
Son of Adaph Malachai and Effie Maud Chewning Davidson 
Grandson of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning and 
Great Grandson of Newbold NJ and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon 
 

 
Effie Maud Chewning Davidson, infant son, Ashton col. ClarkCountyCourier, 8.19.1910 
 
 
John Edward Davidson 
Son of Adaph Malachai and Effie Maud Chewning Davidson 
Grandson of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning and 
Great Grandson of Newbold NJ and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon 
 
 

    
John Edward Davidson stone, Ashton Cemetery, Ashton, Clark, MO  
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John Edward Davidson, baby pic from FAG.  Debra Anderson, John’s granddaughter, sent me the grade 
school picture in 2010. 
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John Edward Davidson, Mary Elizabeth Fishback Wedding Picture.  I rec’d this from Debra Anderson, their 
granddaughter. 
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John Edward and Mary Elizabeth Fishback Davidson 
 

    
John Edward Davidson  Mary Elizabeth Fishback Davidson 
 

 
Effie Maud Chewning Davidson, John Edward Davidson birth, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 1.19.1912 
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John was on the 1920 and 1930 censuses with his parents in Ashton, Clark, MO. 
 

 
Theodore Chewning, John Edward Davidson, ClarkCountyCourier, 3.25.1927 
 

 
John Edward Davidson, ClarkCountyCourier, 9.21.1928 
 

 
John Edward Davidson, Herville Payne Chewning, Ashton col. ClarkCountyCourier, 2.3.1928 
 

 
John Edward Davidson, marr, ClarkCountyCourier, 1.17.1930 
 

 
John Edward Davidson, son born, ClarkCountyCourier, 10.10.1930 
 
1930 census, Lincoln Twp., Clark County, MO    
Adoph Davidson, 52, owns home, value $1,000, radio set, 27 at first marriage, b.in MO, parents b. in MO, 
mechanic, garage, working on own account, not a veteran 
Effie Davidson, 46, 22 at 1st marriage, b. in MO, parents b. in MO 
John E., 18, married, 18 at 1st marriage, did not attend school in last year, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, 
laborer, garage, working for wages 
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Hilbert, 15, did not attend school in last year, b. in MO, parents b. in MO 
Leland, 9, did attend school, b. in MO, parents b. in MO 
Mary, 18, daughter-in-law, 18 at 1st marriage, b. in MO, father b. in MO, mother b. in OK 
 

 
Martha Ann Davidson, birth, ClarkCountyCourier, 3.31.1933 
 

 
Austin Eugene Davidson, John Edward Davidson, ClarkCountyCourier, 5.3.1935 
 

 
Naomi R Chewning, John Edward Chewning, ClarkCountyCourier, 7.16.1937 
 
 

 
John Edward Davidson, Leon Duane Davidson, ClarkCountyCourier, 10.13.1939 
 
 
1940 census, Lincoln Twp., Clark County, MO 
John Davidson, 28, rents home, $6, completed 2 yrs hs, b. in MO, private work, 30 hrs/wk, mechanic, 
garage, $260 income 
Mary Davidson*, 28, completed 8 yrs school, b. in MO, housework 
John Jr., 9, completed 3 yrs school, b. in MO,  
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Martha A, 7, b. in MO,  
Eugene, 4, b. in MO,  
Naomi, 2, b. in MO,  
Leon, 7/12, b. in MO 
 

 
 

 
John Edward Davidson, WWII reg.2 
 

 
Thomas Roger Davidson, John Edward Davidson, ClarkCountyCourier, 3.6.1942 
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Thomas Rogers Davidson, John Edwards Davidson, ClarkCountyCourier, 3.6.1942 
 
1950 census, Kahoka, Clark, MO 
John Davidson, 38, b. in MO, working, 60 hrs/wk, garage, garage, owner 
Mary E. Davidson, 38, b. in MO, housework 
Martha A., 17, b. in MO, school, school 
Eugene, 15, b. in MO, school, school 
Noami R., 12, b. in MO, 
Leon, 10, b. in MO, 
Roger, 8, b. in MO, 
 
John, or JD, as Dad said he was called, d. 10/5/1969, Kahoka, Clark, MO.  I don’t have an obit for him. 
 
Mary d. 11/27/2003. Her obit from FAG: 
 
Mary was the daughter of William Thomas and Anna Baker Fishback. On Jan. 12, 1930 she was married to 
John Edward Davidson in Kahoka, Mo. He preceded her in death Oct. 5, 1969. Survivors include a son 
Eugene Davidson and his wife Donna of Warsaw, Il. Two daughters: Martha Ann St Clair of Wyaconda, 
Mo. and her companion Dale Priebe of Kahoka, Mo. and Naomi Gray of Tulsa, Oklahoma. Three 
daughters-in-laws: Donna Davidson and Madeline Davidson of Quincy, Il and Betty Davidson of Kahoka, 
Mo.33 grandchildren, several great, great-great, and great-great-great grandchildren. She was preceded 
in death by her parents, her husband, three sons: Roger, Leon, John Edward Davidson, a son-in-law Orville 
St Clair, a grandson, Richard Cady, two great grandchildren, six sisters and four brothers. Wilson Funeral 
Home Kahoka, Mo. with Brother John Varner 
 
Mary’s obit from https://www.wilsontriplett.com/obituaries/mary-davidson 
 
Mary Davidson 
d. November 27, 2003 
KAHOKA, Mo. - Mary E. Davidson, 91, of Kahoka, Mo., died Thursday, Nov. 27, 2003, at the Clark County 
Nursing Home in Kahoka. 
 
She was born Dec. 30, 1911, in rural Kahoka, a daughter of William Thomas and Anna Baker Fishback. 
 
On Jan. 12, 1930, she married John E. Davidson in Kahoka. He preceded her in death on Oct. 5, 1969. 
 
Survivors include: a son, Eugene Davidson and his wife, Donna, of Warsaw, Ill.; two daughters, Martha St. 
Clair of Wyaconda, Mo., and her companion, Dale Priebe, of Kahoka, and Naomi Gonzales and her 
husband, John, of Tulsa, Okla.; three daughters-in-law, Donna Davidson and Madeline Davidson, both of 
Quincy, Ill., and Betty Davidson of Kahoka; 33 grandchildren; several great, great-great, and great-great-
great grandchildren; as well as nieces, nephews, and other relatives. 
 
She also was preceded in death by three sons, Roger, Leon, and John Edward Davidson; a son-in-law, 
Orville St. Clair, Jr.; a grandson, Richard Cady; two great-grandchildren; six sisters; and, four brothers. 
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She attended the Star school in rural Clark County and the former Keokuk Christian Fellowship, now Anchor 
of Hope. 
 
Mrs. Davidson was always a homemaker and loved raising a large garden. She enjoyed being around 
children, and especially loved caring for her grandchildren. 
 
Funeral services will be Saturday at 2 p.m. at Wilson Funeral Home in Kahoka with Brother John Varner 
officiating. 
 
Burial will be in Ashton Cemetery. 
 
Friends can call today with family receiving friends from 7 to 9 p.m. at the funeral home. 
 
Memorials are suggested to the Anchor of Hope Church in Keokuk or to the Clark County Nursing Home 
Activity Fund.# 
 
To order memorial trees or send flowers to the family in memory of Mary Davidson, please visit our flower 
store. 
 
Children of John Edward and Mary Elizabeth Fishback Davidson 
Grandchildren of Adaph Malachai and Effie Maud Chewning Davidson 
Great Grandchildren of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
Great Great Grandchildren of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning and 
Great Great Grandchildren of Newbold NJ and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon 
 
1. John Edward Davidson, Jr., b. 10/2/1930, Kahoka, Clark, MO; m. Madeline Delene Best, 10/4/1949, 

Kahoka, Clark, MO; d. 5/24/1993, Quincy, Adams, IL; buried in Greenmount Cemetery, Quincy, 
Adams, IL. 

 
2. Martha Ann Davidson St. Clair, b. 3/28/1933, Ashton, Clark, MO; m. Orville Ray St. Clair, 7/22/1950, 

Luray, Clark, MO; d. 11/8/2015, Quincy, Adams, IL; buried in Wyaconda Baptist Church Cemetery, 
Canton, Lewis, MO. 

 
3. Allen Eugene Fishback Davidson, 4/29/1935; m. 1st Lavonda Vickers, before 1957; m. 2nd Donna 

Bender, after 1959; d. 12/12/2012, Montrose, Lee, IA; buried in Ashton Methodist Cemetery, Ashton, 
Clark, MO. 

 
4. Mary Naomi Ruth Davidson Gonzalez Gray, b. 7/13/1937, Clark County, MO; m. 1st John Gonzalez; m. 

2nd Gray;  
 
5. Leon Duaine Davidson, b. 8/28/1939, Clark County, MO; m. Betty Alice Pennington; d. 2/17/1984, 

Columbia, Boone, MO; buried in Ashton Methodist Cemetery, Ashton, Clark, MO. 
 
6. Thomas Roger Davidson, b. 2/28/1942, Kahoka, Clark, MO; d. 10/21/1950, Clark County, MO; buried 

in Ashton Methodist Cemetery,  Ashton,Clark, MO. 
 
 
 
John Edward Davidson, Jr. 
Son of John Edward and Mary Elizabeth Fishback Davidson 
Grandson of Adaph Malachai and Effie Maud Chewning Davidson 
Great Grandson of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
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Great Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning and 
Great Great Grandson of Newbold NJ and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon 
 

 
Madeline Best Davidson, obit, QuincyHeraldWhig, 11.1.2011 
 
 
Martha Ann Davidson St. Clair 
Daughter of John Edward and Mary Elizabeth Fishback Davidson 
Granddaughter of Adaph Malachai and Effie Maud Chewning Davidson 
Great Granddaughter of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
Great Great Granddaughter of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning and 
Great Great Granddaughter of Newbold NJ and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon 
 

 
Martha Ann Davidson, birth, ClarkCountyCourier, 3.31.1933 
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Martha A. St. Clair, age 82, of Kahoka, MO, passed away Sunday, November 8, 2015 in Blessing Hospital in 
Quincy, IL.  
 
She was born March 28, 1933 at Ashton, MO, a daughter of John E. and Mary E. Fishback Davidson.  
 
She was united in marriage to Orville Roy “Pete” St. Clair on July 22, 1950 at Luray, MO. He preceded her in 
death on September 19, 1992.  
 
Survivors include her long-time companion, one son, a daughter, two granddaughters, a sister, sister-in-
law, extended family and their children, as well as nieces, nephews and other relatives.  
 
She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband; and four brothers: John E. Jr., Eugene, Leon, and 
Roger Davidson.  
 
Martha attended Kahoka High School. She was a member of the Gorin and Wyaconda United Methodist 
Churches.  
 
Martha spent all of her life as a homemaker. She was an excellent cook who loved to prepare meals for her 
family. She put in a large, beautiful garden and spent hours canning her produce as well as sharing with 
others. She was a perfectionist in whatever she did, paying attention to the smallest of details and 
precision. Although few people knew, she had a beautiful singing voice.  
 
Martha loved taking care of her family. Her granddaughters were the “apple of her eye” as were her 
nieces and nephews and her extended family she shared with Dale. She attended the SEIA and ILLIAMO 
Model Car Clubs with Dale and together they took many trips and drives with car club friends. 
 
Mary Naomi Ruth Davidson Gonzalez Gray 
Daughter of John Edward and Mary Elizabeth Fishback Davidson 
Granddaughter of Adaph Malachai and Effie Maud Chewning Davidson 
Great Granddaughter of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
Great Great Granddaughter of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning and 
Great Great Granddaughter of Newbold NJ and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon 
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Mary Naomi Ruth Davidson 17 yrs. old dau. of John Edward Davidson. I received this picture about 2010 
from Debra Anderson, her daughter. 
 
 

 
Naomi Ruth Chewning, John Edward Chewning, ClarkCountyCourier, 7.16.1937 
 
 
Leon Duaine Davidson 
Son of John Edward and Mary Elizabeth Fishback Davidson 
Grandson of Adaph Malachai and Effie Maud Chewning Davidson 
Great Grandson of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
Great Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning and 
Great Great Grandson of Newbold NJ and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon 
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Leon Duaine Davidson stone, Ashton Methodist Cemetery, Ashton, Clark, MO 
 

 
Leon Duaine Davidson 
 

 
John Edward Davidson, Leon Duane Davidson, ClarkCountyCourier, 10.13.1939 
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Nita Chewning email, 1.29.2009.2 
 
 
Allen Eugene Davidson 
Son of John Edward and Mary Elizabeth Fishback Davidson 
Grandson of Adaph Malachai and Effie Maud Chewning Davidson 
Great Grandson of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
Great Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning and 
Great Great Grandson of Newbold NJ and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon 
 

 
Allen Eugene Davidson, John Edward Davidson, ClarkCountyCourier, 5.3.1935 
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Allen Eugene Davidson 
 

 
Allen Eugene Davidson, obit 
 
Thomas Roger Malachai Davidson 
Son of John Edward and Mary Elizabeth Fishback Davidson 
Grandson of Adaph Malachai and Effie Maud Chewning Davidson 
Great Grandson of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
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Great Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning and 
Great Great Grandson of Newbold NJ and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon 
 

 
Thomas Roger Davidson, John Edward Davidson, ClarkCountyCourier, 3.6.1942 
 

 
Thomas Rogers Davidson, John Edwards Davidson, ClarkCountyCourier, 3.6.1942 
 
 

 
Thomas Roger Malachi Davidson 
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Thomas Roger Malachi Davidson, dearth cert 
 
Hilbert Wayne Davidson 
Son of Adaph Malachai and Effie Maud Chewning Davidson 
Grandson of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning and 
Great Grandson of Newbold NJ and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon 
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Hilbert Wayne and Harry Leland Davidson stone, Ashton Meth. Church Cemetery, Ashton, Clark, MO 
 
 
 

   
Hilbert Wayne Davidson 
 

 
Hilbert Wayne Davidson, ClarkCountyCourier, 2.4.1927 
 

 
Harry Leland and Hilbert Wayne Davidson, ClarkCountyCourier, 6.17.1932 
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Hilbert Wayne Davidson, WWII reg.2 
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Harry Leland Davidson 
Son of Adaph Malachai and Effie Maud Chewning Davidson 
Grandson of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning and 
Great Grandson of Newbold NJ and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon 
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Hilbert Wayne and Harry Leland Davidson stone, Ashton Meth. Church Cemetery, Ashton, Clark, MO 
 

 
Harry Leland Davidson, ClarkCountyCourier, 11.18.1927 
 

 
Harry Leland and Hilbert Wayne Davidson, ClarkCountyCourier, 6.17.1932 
 

 
Harry Leland Davidson, ClarkCountyCourier, 7.22.1932 



 
Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 

 

- 42 - 

 

 
Harry Leland Davidson, ClarkCountyCourier, 7.22.1932 
 
 

 
Harry Leland Davidson, ClarkCountyCourier, 11.18.1932 
 

 
Harry Leland Davidson, ClarkCountyCourier, 11.25.1932 
 

 
Harry Leland Davidson, ClarkCountyCourier, 1.6.1933 
 

 
Harry Leland Davidson, ClarkCountyCourier, 2.24.1933 
 
 

 
Harry Leland Davidson, ClarkCountyCourier, 5.12.1933 
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https://www.callawaymohistory.org/then-and-now-fulton-state-hospital 
 
Although we at times look back to the past with fond nostalgia, the Nixon Forensic Center at the Fulton 
State Hospital speaks to the progress made in understanding and treating mental illness since the days of 
the companion postcard labeled “State Hospital for the Insane.” The four pillars at the entrance remain to 
remind us of the important role Fulton State Hospital has played over the years in addressing mental 
health concerns. 
 
Did you know that the Fulton State Hospital was the first public mental health facility west of the 
Mississippi? In 1847, the General Assembly of Missouri enacted legislation to establish an asylum that 
would provide physical care for “societal lunatics” and invited counties in the center of the state to submit 
bids on it. Callaway County’s bid of $11,500 and 500 acres of land was declared winner of the competition. 
 
The original three-story building contained 72 single rooms for patients plus a dining room, administrative 
offices and lodging for employees, all of whom were required to live on the premises. The hospital was 
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close to being self-sufficient: some employees and patients worked together in a farming operation that 
raised their food while others engaged in a variety of activities such as sewing and making soap to supply 
the institution’s needs. 
 
During the Civil War, the hospital was forced to close and, for a short time, served as barracks for Union 
soldiers. Its reopening in 1863 with 125 patients marked the beginning of a period of growth in the patient 
population which rose to 303 by 1870, surpassed 1,000 in 1920 and reached a high of 2,476 in 1940. 
Overcrowding demanded an expansion of facilities including the addition of two large wings to the original 
building that could house about 250 more patients, and the establishment of nine new wards plus a 
special unit for the criminally insane. Unfortunately, the number of doctors available to treat patients did 
not increase at the same pace; in the early 1930s, there was one doctor for approximately 543 patients. 
 
In 1956, despite the efforts of fire fighters from Fulton, Mexico, Columbia, and Jefferson City, a massive fire 
destroyed the original main building. Onlookers pitched in to assist the staff in rescuing patients from the 
blaze. In the confusion, two local women were accidently locked in with the patients. When one tried to 
convince the staff that she was a newspaper reporter, she was dismissed as delusional. The story ended 
well, however. No lives were lost to the fire and both women were eventually released with quite a tale to 
tell! The main building could not be salvaged and was replaced by a new administrative building 
completed in 1958. 
 
By the 1990s, the hospital’s mission became primarily forensic, treating patients sent there through the 
criminal justice system. The Nixon Forensic Center, which opened on August 1, 2019, provides state-of-the-
art care for up to 300 patients while maintaining the highest standards of safety and security. Its 
innovative design has been touted as unique in the United States and continues the tradition of Fulton 
State Hospital at the forefront of mental health treatment 
 


