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The Children of 
Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 

Siblings of Moses William Chewning 
 

October 22, 2023 
 
1.  John Washington Chewning: Granville Washington through John Benjamin  
2.  John Washington Chewning: Bettie Vinson 
3.  John Washington Chewning: Theodosia through Moses William 
4.   John Washington Chewning: Sarah Boonie through Charles Louis 
5.  Catherine E. Chewning Tucker - James Madison Chewning son Thomas Edward 
6.   James Madison Chewning: Martha Ellen through Bertha Lee 
7.  Mary Frances Chewning Noe 
8.  William Granville Patsy Chewning:  through Franklin Pierce 
9.  William Granville Patsy Chewning:  John Henry through Ralph “Blackie” 
10.   Elizabeth A. Bettie Chewning – Stephen A. Douglass Chewning 
 
 
Bettie Elizabeth Frances Chewning Vinson 
Daughter of John Washington and Margaret Missouri Jane Hand Chewning 
Granddaughter of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
 
Bettie wrote a Chewning genealogy in 1951, with the help of her daughter, Verna Vinson Maxwell.  The 
pages that I have are at the beginning of this document.  In it, Verna wrote that her mother was ‘born 
near Kahokia, MO 1864, on August 27.’  I take this to mean that she was born on the family farm in Union 
Twp., Clark County, MO. 
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Re: the caption:  I think that the Mama in ‘Mama’s Family’ may be referring to Alva Chewning Dotson.  
The caption earlier says ‘Mom in hi chair.  Grandpa holding Lola.  Grandma by mom (Alva’s mother).’ 
 
Grandpa would be Marion Francis Chewning, Grandma was Katherine McMurdo Chewning.  They 
remained in MO until the very early 1900s, then moved to Oregon. 
 
Lola was b. in 1889, Alva in 1887.  The next child, Clifford Lee Chewning, was b. in 1891, so it seems that 
his picture was taken between 1889 and 1891. 
 
I believe that whoever wrote this caption was a daughter of Alva Chewning Dotson. 
 

Family History, written by Blanche Vinson Cox 
 
I received this packet of information 7/2023 from …..  
 
It’s a family history, written by Blanche Vinson Cox, chronicling her life. 
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Bettie Frances Chewning Vinson.1.   
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Ruth is Ruth Maxwell, daughter of Verna Vinson Maxwell. 
Willard and Helen are Willard Wilson and Helen V. Paxton Chewning. 
I think Larry is Lawrence Wheeler Chewning. 
Larry’s wife is Gwendolyn F Moore Hunter Chewning. 
Jimmy is James Jimmie Lee Chewning, son of Len Washington and Faye Alice Johnson Chewning. 
Lloyd may be Lloyd Edward Chewning, son of Nina Marie Chewning. 
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Mom and Dad are Charles Louis and Martha Jane Mattie Stone Chewning. 
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Elizabeth Francis Bettie Chewning Vinson stone, Mountain View Cemetery, Riverton, Fremont, WY 
 

Bettie married Thomas Henry Vinson, 11/23/1887 
 

 
Bettie Frances Chewning Vinson marr. cert 
 

Lost Son in 1896 
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Harley A. Vinson, obit, Sedalia Weekly Democrat, 10.29.1896 
 

 
Harley A. Vinson stone, Mount Pleasant Cemetery, Lincoln, Benton, MO. 
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1900 census, Lindsey Twp., Benton County, MO 
T H Vinson, 39, m. 12 yrs, b. in MO, father b. in TN, mother b. in VA, farmer, owns farm free 
B F Vinson, 34, m. 12 yrs, 4 children b., 3 living, b. in MO, father b. in VA, mother b. in IN,  
Verna, 11, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, at school 
Blanche, 10, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, at school 
Raymond W., 7, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, at school 
 

Thomas Henry Vinson died in 1901 
 

 
Thomas Henry Vinson, ill, Sedalia Weekly Democrat, 11.30.1900 
 
 
 

 
Thomas Henry Vinson, Sedalia Weekly Democrat, 1.17.1901 

 
 

 
Thomas Henry Vinson, Sedalia Weekly Democrat, 1.17.1901 
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Hospital #3, Nevada, Vernon, MO 
 
Bettie’s nephew, Lawrence, is living with her in 1910.  Lawrence was son of her brother, George Kindel 
Chewning. 
 
5/2017:  In the genealogy that Bettie and daughter Verna put together in 1951, they mention that George 
Kindel and son Lawrence lived and died in Vero, FL, and were buried there.  Given that Bettie raised 
Lawrence for a while, I assume she was in a good position to have stayed in touch with them.  I have yet 
to find where either of them are buried.  Don’t know when Lawrence died.   
 
8/2023:  I found George Kindel Chewning’s obit online.  He died in 1925, in Ft. Pierce, St. Lucie, FL, of 
blood poisoning. The obit says his body was returned to his boyhood home, ‘Callcamp,’ which I take to 
mean Cole Camp. 
 
1910 census, Lincoln, Benton, MO     Main St. 
Bettie F Vinson, 45, widowed, 4 children b., 3 living, b. in MO, father b. in VA, mother b. in IN, telephone 
operator, owns home, mortgage 
Verna, 21, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, teacher, district 
Blanche, 18, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, teacher, district 
Raymond W., 17, b in MO, parents b. in MO, far laborer, hire out 
Lawrence H. Chewning, 4, nephew, b. in MO, parents b. in MO 
 

Prowers County, CO 
 
Bettie’s brother, Moses William Chewning, had been living in Prowers County, CO, at least since 1916. 
Moses was in Granada, Prowers, CO, when he registered for the WWI draft, and on the 1920 census.   
 
Bettie’s son, Raymond, married in Lamar, Prowers, CO, in 1916, also registered for the WWI draft from 
Granada, Prowers, CO in 1917. 

 
1920 census, Precinct No. 3, Prowers County, CO 
Raymond W. Vinson, 26, owns farm, mortgage, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, farmer, general farm 
Mary E. Vinson, 19, b. in KS, father b. in KY, mother b. in MO 
Fern, 10/12, b. in CO, father b. in MO, mother b. in KS 
Bettie F. Vinson, 55, b. in MO, father b. in VA, mother b. in IN 
 
Sometime between 1920 and 1930 the family moved to Wyoming.   
 
Daughter Verna was married in Thermopolis, Hot Springs, WY in 1920. 
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Blanche married in Sedalia, Pettis, MO, in 1917, but was on the 1920 census in Riverton, Fremont, WY.  
Blanche had a daughter born in Riverton in 1918. 
 
Son Raymond was also living in Riverton by 1930.  Son Neil was born in Colorado in Granada in 1925.  
Daughter Doris was born in Fremont, Landers, WY, in 1931. 
 
1930 census, Riverton, Fremont, WY 
Betty F. Vinson, 65, owns home, $1100, b. in MO, father b. in VA, mother b. in IN 
 

 
Elizabeth Frances Bettie Chewning Vinson, The Sedalia Democrat, 2.23.1939 
 
1940 census, Riverton, Fremont, WY    450 West Park 
Betty M. Vincon, 75, owns home, $400, widow, 8 yrs school, same house in 1935, other income 
 
1950 census, Riverton, Fremont, WY   112 ½ E. Pershing 
Betty F. Finson, 85, widow, b. in MO,  
 
Bettie d. 5/1/1951, in Fremont County, WY, and was buried in Mountain View Cemetery, Riverton, 
Fremont, WY. 
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Bettie Frances Chewning Vinson, death cert 
 
 
Children of Thomas Henry and Elizabeth Frances Bettie Chewning Vinson 
Grandchildren of John Washington and Margaret Missouri Jane Hand Chewning 
Great Grandchildren of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 

1. Verna Vinson Maxwell, b. 3/22/1889, ‘near’ Lincoln, Benton, MO; m. William Hedgeman Maxwell, 
5/17/1920, Thermopolis, Hot Springs, WY; d. 5/22/1975, Riverton, Fremont, WY; buried in Mountain 
View Cemetery, Riverton, Fremont, WY. 
 

2. Blanche Vinson Cox, b. 5/4/1890, ‘near’ Lincoln, Benton, MO; m. Jesse Clinton Cox, 4/14/1917, 
Sedalia, Pettis, MO; d. 2/11/1989, Lander, Fremont, WY; buried in Mount Hope Cemetery, Lander, 
Fremont, WY. 
 

3. Harley A. Vinson, b. 8/20/1891, ‘near Lincoln, Benton, MO; d. 10/25/1896, Benton County, MO; 
buried in Mount Pleasant Cemetery, Warsaw, Benton, MO. 
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4. Raymond Warner Vinson, b. 3/6/1893, Sedalia, Pettis, MO; m. Mary Edith Foulks, 9/26/1916, Lamar, 

Prowers, CO; d. 9/5/1988, Lander, Fremont, WY; buried in Mount Hope Cemetery, Lander, Fremont, 
WY. 

Blanche Vinson Cox 
Daughter of Thomas Henry and Elizabeth Frances Bettie Chewning Vinson 
Granddaughter of John Washington and Margaret Missouri Jane Hand Chewning 
Great Granddaughter of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
 

 
Blanche Vinson Cox stone, Mount Hope Cemetery, Lander, Fremont, WY 
 

  
Maurene Helen Cox stone, Odd Fellows Cemetery, Riverton, Fremont, WY 
 

 
Ralph Cox 
Jun 6, 2008   
 
TAKAMATSU, Japan - Memorial services for Ralph Cox, 81, will be held later. 
 
He died May 27, 2008, after a month long bout with cancer. 
He was born on June 17, 1926, in Shoshoni, son of Clinton and Blanche (Vinson) Cox. 
He attended school through junior high in Shoshoni. 
The family moved to a ranch outside of Lander. He went to high school in the old Fremont County 
Vocational High School and graduated with the class of 1944. 
He was active in sports and a band. 
Immediately after graduation he joined the Navy. 
He trained as a Navy yeoman and was assigned to a base on Bermuda Island. 
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At the end of WW II, after two years of military service, he was discharged. 
He attended Bob Jones University in Greenville, S.C. 
Here he met the girl, Stella Sluder, who was to become his wife for 55 years, and received a degree in 
accounting. 
Both dedicated their lives as missionaries to a former enemy, Japan. 
His wife went first in 1952, and he returned to Bob Jones University and completed a masters degree in 
Bible Studies. 
He loved Fremont County and the Wind River Mountains and kept his legal status as a Wyoming citizen. 
He voted an absentee ballot every election, especially in the years his sister was running for re-election as 
county assessor. 
He maintained a Wyoming driver's license and received his pioneer hunting and fishing license which he 
used when visiting his family in Lander. 
During their time in Japan, he and his wife started over 50 self-supporting churches, most with Japanese 
pastors and a five story Christian Center in the heart of downtown Takamatsu. 
As part of their ministry they recruited short term "helping hand workers" to come to Japan and work with 
them. 
Several from Fremont County have gone at various times and one summer a church in Riverton sent their 
young people over to work with them. 
Over 40 of these "short term workers" are now back in Japan as full-time career missionaries 
He leaves behind his wife and three children, Sheri in Birmingham, Ala., Gaylen in Grosse Pointe, Mich., 
and Craig in Tokyo, Japan; six grand children; brother, Rollie Cox and sister, Loraine Ocenas, in Lander; 
numerous relatives and a multitude of friends in Japan and the United States. He was preceded in death 
by his parents, an infant brother and sister and a grandson. 
Those wishing, memorials may be sent to The Evangelical Alliance Mission, Box 969, Wheaton, IL 60189 or 
directly to Stella Cox, Box 233 Takamatsu, Japan 760-0005 
 
Monday, September 19, 2011 
137 - Loraine Ocenas was Wyoming`s Funny Girl 
This guy went to the doctor and complained about his sex life. He says that one time he gets all cold and 
shivery and the next time, he gets all hot and sweaty. 
The doctor then interviewed his wife and asked her about it. 
“It’s easy to explain, the wife said, once was in January and the second was in July.” – a favorite Loraine 
Ocenas joke 
Loraine Ocenas was not an ordinary person, by just about any standard. 
She looked stern but was one of the funniest people in the state. 
She stood tall but would bend over to help anyone any time.  
For years, she held a job that would cause many people to hate her, but most people loved her. 
Loraine, 83, died Sept. 17 and she will be missed. 
Back in July of 1996, Loraine was being roasted for working for the county for 50 years and I wrote the 
following about her: 
For not only is Loraine Ocenas known as one of the best county tax assessors in Wyoming, but she is also 
known as probably the funniest woman in the state. 
She has been the guest comedian and most often-used emcee in Fremont County for decades. 
“Humor helps out, when you are the tax assessor,” she says. 
(Some of her favorite jokes are in italics throughout this column) 
Being in politics is like being a football coach; you have to be smart enough to understand the game but 
dumb enough to think it’s important 
To Loraine, the year 1946 was a very big year. She graduated from Lander High School in May, started 
work at the courthouse in August and on Christmas Eve, got married to her husband Joe.  
In 1996, some 50 years later, she was being honored for her dedication to the people of the county by 
having a day declared in her name by the county commissioners. 
 “I know a couple that got a new water bed. He loves it and calls it his master bed. His wife calls it the 
dead sea.” 



 
Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 

 

- 44 - 

 Humor has always been important to Loraine. She wouldn’t call herself a class clown, but said she had “a 
quick wit” and often got into trouble by provoking her classmates to laughter during her high school days. 
 A good student, she finished 1/100th of a point short of being a valedictorian or salutatorian in her 1946 
graduating class. 
 She grew up in a family that enjoyed a good joke, she says. Her late father, Clinton Cox, was a good 
public speaker and was a funny person, as was her mother, Blanche, who died just before her 99th 
birthday in 1989. Her older brothers, retired teacher Rollie Cox and Japanese missionary Ralph Cox, are 
both humorous people, she said.  
I believe every human has a finite number of heartbeats I don`t intend to waste any of mine running 
around doing exercise. 
Loraine has won some humor competitions. She competed 15 years ago in Casper in an event that was 
sponsored by KTWO-TV. She was with eight other comedians, all of whom were much younger than her. 
She won. The prize was a trip to the Jay Leno show. 
“There’s a local guy here who willed his body to science. But I understand the medical school is contesting 
the will!” 
Her career at the courthouse started with a job working for Ben Fischer in the Clerk’s office from 1946 to 
1950. She then worked for Ernest Hartman in the assessor’s office in 1950 until Hartman died in 1968.  
Loraine has always been a Democrat and found herself in the wrong party as she applied for the 
appointment to the County Assessor position. The Republican-dominated county commissioners, instead, 
named Bill Redfern of Riverton to the job. Redfern offered her a job, but she declined, telling him she 
planned to run against him 16 months later.  
Long-time County Clerk Jim Farthing gave her a job in the interim, for which she says she is eternally 
grateful.  
Loraine says old age can creep up on you. Gravity is not your friend. She says: “I used to be a 38D. Now I 
am a 44 long.” 
In 1968, the Nixon landslide covered the nation, but here in Fremont County, one Democrat managed to 
narrowly win election. It was Loraine. 
She said the race was nip-and-tuck all night long, but a late Lander precinct came in with a heavy vote in 
her favor and she was elected. She took office Jan. 1, 1969, and she was never been defeated for office 
since. 
“A local man went to the doctor. He wanted to get his sex drive lowered. It was all in his head.” 
Loraine was the emcee at my 50th birthday party, where she coined my slogan: “how does it feel to have 
your future behind you?” 
She and husband Shorty were married 52 years before he died of cancer. A tough blow for her. She always 
helped my wife and me at the Lander Relay for Life events, which is a project to raise money for cancer 
research. 
We were not able to attend her send-off this past week but we hold a special place in our hearts for 
Wyoming’s Funny Girl. She was a total original. 
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Ocenas, Loraine  
Inducted 2006 
 
Class of 1949: Lander inherited a gem from Shoshoni. Loraine Ocenas spent her first six school years in 
Shoshoni before coming to Lander and graduating from Fremont County Vocational High School. She 
served for approximately twenty years as deputy assessor and later served as Fremont County Assessor for 
thirty years. Loraine was honored by her peers by being elected president of both the Wyoming 
Association of County Assessors and the Wyoming Association of County Officials. One of her nominators 
notes "despite being a tax assessor, she is universally loved over her long career in our town." State 
representative Del McOmie states that wherever he has been around the state, people ask him if he knows 
Loraine. She is known for finding information for people and explaining it clearly. Loraine has always seen 
herself as a public servant. Loraine is probably best known for her wonderful sense of humor. As her 
nominator wrote, "humor is a universal language," and Loraine can put folks at ease and encourage them 
to laugh. In fact, she was once named the funniest person in Wyoming and invited to be on the Tonight 
Show. She has emceed numerous occasions including a trip to Emmetsburg, Maryland to the graduation at 
the National Fire Academy. One of her nominators for this honor states that Loraine has lived her life doing 
for others…family, friends and strangers without reservation. She has given her talent to many civic, 
charitable and religious organizations and continues to do so presently. If one were to choose a model 
citizen, Loraine Ocenas would be my choice…loving, caring and full of life… Loraine married Joe Ocenas 
and has one daughter, Mary Ann Flom and two grandchildren. She is a charter member of the FCVHS/LVHS 
Alumni Association. 
 
 
 
Harley A. Vinson 
Son of Thomas Henry and Elizabeth Frances Bettie Chewning Vinson 
Grandson of John Washington and Margaret Missouri Jane Hand Chewning 
Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
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Harley A Vinson stone, Mount Pleasant Cemetery, Warsaw, Benton, MO 
 

 
Harley A Vinson, obit, SedaliaWeeklyDemocrat, 10.29.1896 
 
  
Raymond Warner Vinson 
Son of Thomas Henry and Elizabeth Frances Bettie Chewning Vinson 
Grandson of John Washington and Margaret Missouri Jane Hand Chewning 
Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
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Raymond Warner Vinson stone, Mount Hope Cemetery, Lander, Fremont, WY 
 

 
Mary Edith Foulks Vinson obit 
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Ralph Seaman Linn stone, Lake View Cemetery, Shoshoni, Fremont, WY 
 

 
Mary Fern Vinson Linn Daggett stone, Serenity Gardens, Cheyenne, Laramie, WY 
 

 
Mary Fern Vinson Linn Daggett obit 
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Neil Leo Vinson stone, Mount Hope Cemetery, Lamont, Fremont, WY.2 
 
 
 
 

……. contacted me re: my Chewning tree 
 

I sent her several of the Chewning reports, and she showed me these errors, which I corrected.  I already 
had 8 children for Albert and Maude M. Burnett Donnel, and I agree with the birth date for the Donnel 
twins, but other than that, I made the changes. 
 
 

 


