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The Children of 
Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 

Siblings of Moses William Chewning 
 

October 17, 2023 
 

1.  John Washington Chewning: Granville Washington through John Benjamin  
2.  John Washington Chewning: Bettie Vinson 
3.  John Washington Chewning: Theodosia through Moses William 
4.   John Washington Chewning: Sarah Boonie through Charles Louis 
5.  Catherine E. Chewning Tucker - James Madison Chewning son Thomas Edward 
6.   James Madison Chewning: Martha Ellen through Bertha Lee 
7.  Mary Frances Chewning Noe 
8.  William Granville Patsy Chewning:  through Franklin Pierce 
9.  William Granville Patsy Chewning:  John Henry through Ralph “Blackie” 
10.   Elizabeth A. Bettie Chewning – Stephen A. Douglass Chewning 
 
 
Sarah Boonville Boonie Chewning Benz 
Daughter of John Washington and Margaret Missouri Jane Hand Chewning 
Granddaughter of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
 

 
Louis and Sarah Boonville Boonie Chewning Benz stone, Dresden Cemetery, Dresden, Pettis, MO 
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Marvin H Benz, Virginia Katherine Donnel, James Claude Donnel, Earl Lyle Benz, Bakersfield, CA 1939-1941 
 
Marvin and Earl were sons of Sarah Boonville Boonie Chewning Benz, sister to Theodosia Ernest Chewning 
Burnett; therefore, these kids were 1st cousins. 
 
I presume Marvin and Earl were in California due to their military training, although if the dates of this 
photo are correct, then that would be prior to their enlistment. 
 
 
Sarah – Boonie -  was living with her brother, George Kindel Chewning in 1900: 
 
1900 census, Williams Twp., Benton County, MO 
George K. Chewning, 26, b. 6/1873, m. 1, b. in MO, father b. in PA, mother b. in IN, lead and zinc miner, 
rents home 
Minnie B. Chewning, 20, b. 12/1879, m. 1, 0 children b., b. in TN, parents b. in TN 
Sarah B. Chewning, 21, sister, b. 3/1879, b. in MO, father b. in PA, mother b. in IN 
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Sarah Boonville Boonie Chewning Benz marr. cert 
 
1910 census, Williams Twp., Benton County, MO 
Louis Benz, 38, m. 1, m. 9 yrs, b. in MO, father b. in Germany, mother b. in MO, farmer, farm, owns farm, 
mortgage 
Sarah Benz, 31, m. 1, m. 9 yrs, 5 children b., 5 living, b. in MO, father b. in VA, mother b. in IN,  
Dora, 8, b. in MO, parents b. in MO 
Leon, 5, 
Clarence, 4, 
Earnest, 2, 
Warren, 1/6 
 
1920 census, Elk Fork Twp., Benton County, MO 
Louis Benz, 48, farm, mortgage, b. in MO, father b. in Germany, Dutch, mother b. in MO, farmer 
Sarah B. Benz, 40, b. in MO, father b. in PA, mother b. in IN,  
Nora E., 18, attended school, b. in MO, parents b. in MO 
Leon E., 15, attended school, b. in MO, parents b. in MO 
Clarance V., 14, attended school, b. in MO, parents b. in MO 
Ernest L., 12, attended school, b. in MO, parents b. in MO 
Warren E., 10, attended school, b. in MO, parents b. in MO 
Hillard M., 8, attended school, b. in MO, parents b. in MO 
Clyde C., 5, b. in MO, parents b. in MO 
Earl L., 3, b. in MO, parents b. in MO 
 
A little article in the Sedalia paper concerning the Benz’ is under the ‘LaMonte, Rte 2 Items’ heading. 
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1930 census, Elk Fork Twp., Benton County, MO 
Louis L. Benz, 58, m. at 28, b. in MO, father b. in Germany, mother b. in MO, farmer, general farm, not a 
veteran 
Sarah B. Benz, 51, m. at 21, b. in MO, father b. in VA, mother b. in MO,  
Dora E., 29, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, teacher, public school 
Leon, 25, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, laborer, general farm 
Ernest L., 23, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, laborer, general farm 
HIllard M., 17, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, laborer, general farm 
Clyde L., 15, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, laborer, general farm 
Earl L., 13, 
Marvin H., 9,  
 
Now the Benzes are under the Green Ridge column in the Sedalia paper. 
 

 
Clyde Benz, marr. ann., The Sedalia Democrat, 10.21.1935 
 
 

 
Clyde Benz, Dora Benz, Louis and Sarah Chewning Benz, Sedalia Weekly Democrat, 12.6.1935 
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Louis and Sarah Boonville Chewning Benz and family, The Sedalia Democrat, 11.26.1939 
 
1940 census, Dresden, Pettis, MO 
Louis Benz, 68, rents home, $8, 8 yrs school, b. in MO, same place in 1935,  
Sarah B. Benz*, 60, 8 yrs school, b. in MO, same place in 1935, housework,  
Ernest L., 31, 8 yrs school, b. in MO, same place in 1935, private work, 40 hrs/wk, presser, overall factory, 
44 wks, $616 income 
Earl, 22, 8 yrs school, b. in MO, same place in 1935, private work, 44 hrs/wk, farm laborer, farm, 52 wks, 
$600 income 
Marvin H., 19, 8 yrs school, b. in MO, same place in 1935, private work, 40 hrs/wk, farm laborer, paper 
hanging, 44 wks, $620 income 
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Earl, Marvin Benz, WWII, Sedalia Weekly Democrat, 1.29.1943 
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Marvin H. Benz, WWII, The Sedalia Democrat, 5.25.1943.1 
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Marvin H. Benz, The Sedalia Democrat, 6.13.1943 
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Louis Benz dinner, The Sedalia Democrat, 10.17.1943 
 

Son missing in action, presumed dead 
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Marvin H. Benz, WWII, missing, The Sedalia Democrat, 4.5.1944 
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Marvin H. Benz, WWII, missing, Sedalia Weekly Democrat, 4.7.1944 
 

 
Marvin H. Benz, WWII, dead, The Sedalia Democrat, 5.8.1944 
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Marvin H. Benz, obit, Sedalia Weekly Democrat, 5.19.1944 
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Earl Benz, WWII, The Sedalia Democrat, 4.17.1945 
 
 

 
Marvin H. Benz, WWII, body returned, The Sedalia Democrat, 10.8.1948 
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Marvin H. Benz, WWII, body returned, The Sedalia Democrat, 10.28.1948 
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Marvin H. Benz, WWI, body returned, The Sedalia Democrat, 10.29.1948 
 

50th Wedding Anniversary 
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Louis and Sarah Boonville Boonie Chewning Benz, 50 ann., The Sedalia Democrat, 11.2.1950 
 

 
Louis and Sarah Boonville Boonie Chewning Benz, 50th ann., The Sedalia Democrat, 11.22.1950 
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Louis d. 1954 
 

 
Louis Benz, obit, The Sedalia Democrat, 1.3.1954.1 
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Louis Benz, funeral, The Sedalia Democrat, 1.5.1954 
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Louis Benz death cert 
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Louis Benz, estate, The Sedalia Democrat, 1.7.1954 
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Sarah Boonville Boonie Chewning Benz obit, The Sedalia Democrat, 4.10.1956 
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Sarah Boonville Boonie Chewning Benz death cert 
 
Children of Louis and Sarah Boonville Boonie Chewning Benz 
Grandchildren of John Washington and Margaret Missouri Jane Hand Chewning 
Great Grandchildren of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
 

1. Dora Etta Benz, b. 9/23/1901, MO; d. 4/6/1985, Independence, Jackson, MO; buried in Dresden 
Cemetery, Dresden, Pettis, MO. 
 

2. Leon Edwin Benz, b. 10/2/1904, Lincoln Twp., Benton County, MO; m. Susanah Lenore Sue Anspach 
Rougle, 8/22/1936, Riverton, Fremont, WY; d. 4/23/1997, Corvallis, Benton, MO; buried in  
 

3. Clarence Vernon Benz, b. 10/24/1905, Benton County, MO; m. Blanche I. Carver, 1/4/1928, Sedalia, 
Pettis, MO; d. 12/19/1972, Santa Rosa, Sonoma, CA; buried in Santa Rosa Memorial Park, Santa Rosa, 
Sonoma, CA. 
 

4. Ernest Lyle Benz, b. 1/30/1908, Benton County, MO; m. Mary Louise Rouchka, 10/12/1940, Sedalia, 
Pettis, MO; d. 10/10/1991; buried in Dresden Cemetery, Dresden, Pettis, MO. 
 

5. Warren Ervin Benz, b. 3/19/1910, Lincoln, Benton, MO; m. Stella Novella Dollie Morgenstern, 
4/9/1933, Sedalia, Pettis, MO; d. 12/27/1994, Adrian, Bates, MO; buried in Warrensburg Memorial 
Gardens Cemetery, Warrensburg, Johnson, MO. 
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6. Hillard Martin Benz, b. 4/12/1912, Benton County, MO; m. Ora Alice Coats, 4/29/1939, Jackson 
County, MO; d. 1/3/1993, Kansas City, Jackson, MO; buried in Memorial Park Cemetery, Kansas City, 
Jackson, MO. 
 

7. Clyde Clayton Benz, b. 5/4/1914, MO; m. Verchel Ora Snapp, 10/18/1935, Sedalia, Pettis, MO; d. 
1/1982, Kanas City, Wyandotte, KS; buried in Chapel Hill Memorial Gardens, Kansas City, Wyandotte, 
KS. 
 

8. Earl Lyle Benz, b. 1/20/1917, LaMonte, Pettis, MO; m. Doreen Alice Reardon, 6/8/1946, Missoula, 
Missoula, MT; d. 11/18/1979, Lebanon, Linn, OR;  
 

9. Glenn C. Benz, b. 4/10/1919. MO; d. 4/10/1919, MO; buried in Dresden Cemetery, Dresden, Pettis, 
MO. 
 

10. Marvin H. Benz, b. 6/30/1921, near LaMonte, Pettis, MO; d. 3/20/1944, Germany; buried in Dresden 
Cemetery, Dresden, Pettis, MO. 

 
Dora Etta Benz 
Daughter of Louis and Sarah Boonville Boonie Chewning Benz 
Granddaughter of John Washington and Margaret Missouri Jane Hand Chewning 
Great Granddaughter of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
 
 

 
Dora Etta Benz stone, Dresden Cemetery, Dresden, Pettis, MO 
 
Leon Edwin Benz 
Son of Louis and Sarah Boonville Boonie Chewning Benz 
Grandson of John Washington and Margaret Missouri Jane Hand Chewning 
Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
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1997 
 
Clarence Vernon Benz 
Son of Louis and Sarah Boonville Boonie Chewning Benz 
Grandson of John Washington and Margaret Missouri Jane Hand Chewning 
Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
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Clarence Vernon Benz obit, The Sedalia Democrat, 12.26.1972 
 
Ernest L. Benz 
Son of Louis and Sarah Boonville Boonie Chewning Benz 
Grandson of John Washington and Margaret Missouri Jane Hand Chewning 
Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
 
 

 
Ernest Lyle Benz stone, Cavalry Cemetery, Sedalia, Pettis, MO 
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Michael Lewis Benz stone, Dresden Cemetery, Dresden, Pettis, MO 
 

 
Michael Lewis Benz, obit, TheSedaliaDemocrat, 6.21.1946 
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Michael Lewis Benz death cert 
 
Warren Ervin Benz 
Son of Louis and Sarah Boonville Boonie Chewning Benz 
Grandson of John Washington and Margaret Missouri Jane Hand Chewning 
Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
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Warren Ervin Benz stone, Warrensburg Memorial Gardens Cemetery, Warrensburg, Johnson, MO 
 

 
Warren Ervin Benz marr. cert 
 
Warren Ervin Benz, obit 
 
Warren Ervin Benz, 84 of Adrian, formerly of Warrensburg, died Tuesday, December 27, 1994, at the 
Adrian Manor Nursing Home. He was born on March 19, 1910, in Lincoln, the son of Louis Benz and Sarah 
Boonville Chewning Benz.  
He and Dollie N. Morgenstern were married on April 4, 1933, in Sedalia.  
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Mr. Benz had been living in Adrian the last four years after moving from Warrensburg. He lived in 
Warrensburg nearly 40 years and prior to Warrensburg, he lived in Knob Noster.  
He was a retired farmer and had retired from Missouri Cities Water Co. in 1975.  
He was a member of the First Baptist Church of Warrensburg and a member of the Baptist Kitchenaires 
Band.  
Survivors include his wife Dollie Benz, of the home; one son Ervin E. Benz of Crane, MO; one daughter, Mrs. 
Charles (Shirley) Disney of Adrian, MO; one brother Leon Benz of Corvallis, OR; nine grandchildren and 26 
great-grandchildren.  
He was preceded in death by six brothers and one sister.  
Funeral services will be held Friday, December 30, at the First Baptist Church in Warrensburg under the 
direction of Sweeney-Phillips and Holdren Funeral Home. Reverends N. Paul Callahan and Rod Albert will 
be officiating. Burial will be in the Warrensburg Memorial Gardens Cemetery. 
CLINTON (MO) DAILY DEMOCRAT, Dec/1994 
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Rev. Ervin E Benz obit, TheSpringfieldNewsLeader, 4.7.2000 
 
 
 
 
 
Hillard Martin Benz 
Son of Louis and Sarah Boonville Boonie Chewning Benz 
Grandson of John Washington and Margaret Missouri Jane Hand Chewning 
Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
 

 
Hillard Martin Benz stone, Memorial Park Cemetery, Kansas City, Jackson, MO 
 
 
Earl Lyle Benz 
Son of Louis and Sarah Boonville Boonie Chewning Benz 
Grandson of John Washington and Margaret Missouri Jane Hand Chewning 
Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
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Earl, Marvin Benz, WWII, SedaliaWeeklyDemocrat, 1.29.1943 
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Earl L Benz, WWII, TheSedaliaDemocrat, 4.17.1945 
 

 
Earl Lyle Benz obit, Salem, OR, Statesman Journal, 11.20.1979 
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Warren Ervin Benz obit from FAG: 
 
Birth:  Mar. 19, 1910 
Lincoln 
Benton County 
Missouri, USA 
Death:  Dec. 27, 1994 
Adrian 
Bates County 
Missouri, USA 
 
Warren Ervin Benz, 84 of Adrian, formerly of Warrensburg, died Tuesday, December 27, 1994, at the 
Adrian Manor Nursing Home. He was born on March 19, 1910, in Lincoln, the son of Louis Benz and Sarah 
Boonville Chewning Benz.  
He and Dollie N. Morgenstern were married on April 4, 1933, in Sedalia.  
Mr. Benz had been living in Adrian the last four years after moving from Warrensburg. He lived in 
Warrensburg nearly 40 years and prior to Warrensburg, he lived in Knob Noster.  
He was a retired farmer and had retired from Missouri Cities Water Co. in 1975.  
He was a member of the First Baptist Church of Warrensburg and a member of the Baptist Kitchenaires 
Band.  
Survivors include his wife Dollie Benz, of the home; one son Ervin E. Benz of Crane, MO; one daughter, Mrs. 
Charles (Shirley) Disney of Adrian, MO; one brother Leon Benz of Corvallis, OR; nine grandchildren and 26 
great-grandchildren.  
He was preceded in death by six brothers and one sister.  
Funeral services will be held Friday, December 30, at the First Baptist Church in Warrensburg under the 
direction of Sweeney-Phillips and Holdren Funeral Home. Reverends N. Paul Callahan and Rod Albert will 
be officiating. Burial will be in the Warrensburg Memorial Gardens Cemetery. 
CLINTON (MO) DAILY DEMOCRAT, Dec/1994 
 
Clyde Clayton Benz 
Son of Louis and Sarah Boonville Boonie Chewning Benz 
Grandson of John Washington and Margaret Missouri Jane Hand Chewning 
Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
 

 



 
Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 

 

- 36 - 

Clyde Clayton and Verchel Ora Snapp Benz stone, Chapel Hill Memorial Gardens, Kansas City, Wyandotte, 
KS 
 

 
Clyde Clayton Benz, marr. ann., TheSedaliaDemocrat, 10.21.1935 
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Clyde Clayton and Verchel Ora Snapp Benz 
 
Glenn C. Benz 
Son of Louis and Sarah Boonville Boonie Chewning Benz 
Grandson of John Washington and Margaret Missouri Jane Hand Chewning 
Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
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Glenn C Benz stone, Dresden Cemetery, Dresden, Pettis, MO 
 
 
Marvin H. Benz 
Son of Louis and Sarah Boonville Boonie Chewning Benz 
Grandson of John Washington and Margaret Missouri Jane Hand Chewning 
Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
 
Marvin H. Benz, b. 6/30/1921, near LaMonte, Pettis, MO; d. 3/20/1944, Germany; buried in Dresden 
Cemetery, Dresden, Pettis, MO. 

Marvin enlisted in the service during WWII, and died in Germany.  There are a series of articles concerning 
him, that I also put in his parents’ section, above. 

 
1940 census, Dresden, Pettis, MO 
Louis Benz, 68, rents home, $8, 8 yrs school, b. in MO, same place in 1935,  
Sarah B. Benz*, 60, 8 yrs school, b. in MO, same place in 1935, housework,  
Ernest L., 31, 8 yrs school, b. in MO, same place in 1935, private work, 40 hrs/wk, presser, overall factory, 
44 wks, $616 income 
Earl, 22, 8 yrs school, b. in MO, same place in 1935, private work, 44 hrs/wk, farm laborer, farm, 52 wks, 
$600 income 
Marvin H., 19, 8 yrs school, b. in MO, same place in 1935, private work, 40 hrs/wk, farm laborer, paper 
hanging, 44 wks, $620 income 
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Earl, Marvin Benz, WWII, Sedalia Weekly Democrat, 1.29.1943 
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Marvin H. Benz, WWII, The Sedalia Democrat, 5.25.1943.1 
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Marvin H. Benz, The Sedalia Democrat, 6.13.1943 
 

Missing in action, presumed dead 
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Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 

 

- 43 - 

Marvin H. Benz, WWII, missing, The Sedalia Democrat, 4.5.1944 
 

 
Marvin H. Benz, WWII, missing, Sedalia Weekly Democrat, 4.7.1944 
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Marvin H. Benz, WWII, dead, The Sedalia Democrat, 5.8.1944 
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Marvin H. Benz, obit, Sedalia Weekly Democrat, 5.19.1944 
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Earl Benz, WWII, The Sedalia Democrat, 4.17.1945 
 
 

 
Marvin H. Benz, WWII, body returned, The Sedalia Democrat, 10.8.1948 
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Marvin H. Benz, WWII, body returned, The Sedalia Democrat, 10.28.1948 
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Marvin H. Benz, WWI, body returned, The Sedalia Democrat, 10.29.1948 
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Charles Louis/Lewis Chewning 
Son of John Washington and Margaret Missouri Jane Hand Chewning 
Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
 

 
 

 
Charles Louis and Martha Mattie Stone Chewing, marr., Cole Camp Items, The Sedalia Democrat, 1.2.1908 
 
1910 census, White Twp., Benton County, MO 
Louis C. Chewning, 28, m. 1., m. 3 yrs, b. in MO, father b. in VA, mother b. in WI, job work, rents house 
Mattie J. Chewning, 23, m. 1., m. 3 yrs, 3 children b., 3 living, b. in MO, parents b. in MO,  
Opal M., 4, b., 3 living, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, 
Lynn A., 2, b., 3 living, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, 
Maggie M., 4/12, b., 3 living, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, 
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Charles Louis Chewning WWI reg 
 
 
1920 census, Blackwater Twp., Pettis County, MO 
Louis Chewing, 36, rents farm, b. in MO, parents b. in VA, laborer, on farm, wages 
Mattie Chewing, 34, b. in MO, parents b. in MO,  
Opal, 14, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, 
Len, 12, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, 
Maggie, 9, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, 
Nina, 8, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, 
Nona, 8, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, 
Harry, 3, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, 
Bailey, 0, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, 
Lathe H. Stone, 55, hired man, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, on farm, wages 
Joseph Mccoy, 22, hired man, b. in IL, parents b. in US, laborer, on farm, wages 
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Charles Louis Chewning, Sedalia Weekly Democrat, 3.6.1925 
 
1927 Sedalia, Pettis, MO directory 

 
 
 
Charles’ daughter, Frances Louise Chewning, married Eldon E. Painter, and that guy is always in trouble.   
 
 

 
Eldon E Painter, The Sedalia Democrat, 10.6.1927 
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Eldon E Painter, The Sedalia Democrat, 10.7.1927 
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Martha Jane Mattie Stone Chewning, Nona, The Sedalia Democrat, 3.22.1929.1 
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Martha Jane Mattie Stone Chewning, Nona, The Sedalia Democrat, 3.22.1929 
 
1930 census, Sedalia, Pettis, MO   1803 Osage 
Lewis C. Chewning, 46, rents, $10, m. at 21, b. in MO, parents b. in US, laborer, odd jobs 
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Matty M. Chewning, 43, m. at 18, b. in MO, parents b. in MO,  
Nina M., 18, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, 
Nona M., 18, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, 
Harry M., 14, attended school, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, 
Baily, 12, attended school, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, 
Willard W., 8, attended school, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, 
Frances L., 6, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, 
Lawrence W., 4, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, 
 
 

 
Eldon E Painter, The Sedalia Democrat, 10.5.1931 
 
 

 
Eldon E Painter, The Sedalia Democrat, 10.6.1931.1 
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Eldon E Painter, Sedalia Weekly Democrat, 10.16.1931 
 

 
Eldon E Painter, Sedalia Weekly Democrat, 10.16.1931 
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Nona Chewning Witthaus, TheSedaliaDemocrat, 10.24.1932 
 
 
 

 
Eldon E Painter, The Sedalia Democrat, 7.14.1933 
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Eldon E Painter, The Sedalia Democrat, 7.19.1933 
 
 

 
Eldon E Painter, The Sedalia Democrat, 10.1.1933 
 

 
Eldon E Painter, The Sedalia Democrat, 10.19.1933 
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Eldon E Painter, The Sedalia Democrat, 2.13.1934 
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Len Chewning wedding, The Sedalia Democrat, 3.1.1934 
 

 
Hillard Brizendine, Sedalia Weekly Democrat, 7.20.1934 
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Nina Marie Chewning Brizendine Brown Bennington, Sedalia Weekly Democrat, 9.21.1934 
 

 
Granville Washington Chewning, 1935 Sedalia, Pettis, MO, directory 
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Hillard Brizendine, The Sunday News and Tribune, 6.16.1935 
 

 
Eldon E Painter, The Sedalia Democrat, 7.19.1936 
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Hillard Brizendine, arrested, The Sedalia Democrat, 11.23.1936.1 
 

 
Nina Marie Chewning Brizendine Brown Bennington arrested, The Sedalia Democrat, 2.8.1937 
 



 
Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 

 

- 65 - 

 
Hillard Brizendine, prison, The Sedalia Democrat, 4.12.1937 
 
 
 
Nina married Hillard Brizendine, 12/25/1938, in Sedalia, Pettis, MO. 
 

 
Hillard and Nina Marie Chewning Brizendine, vagrancy, The Sedalia Democrat, 2.20.1939 
 

Charles Louis Chewning died 
 

 
Charles Louis Chewning, death, The Sedalia Democrat, 3.6.1939 
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Charles Lewis Chewning obit, The Sedalia Democrat, 3.7.1939 
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Charles Louis Chewning obit, Sedalia Weekly Democrat, 3.10.1939 
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Charles Louis Chewning death cert 
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Frances L Chewning, The Sedalia Democrat, 7.17.1939 
 
This branch of the Chewnings spent Thanksgiving Day with Charles’ sister, Sarah Boonie Chewning Benz 
and family. 
 
 

 
William Bill Bailey Chewning, marr. ann., The Sedalia Democrat, 2.4.1940 
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1940 census, Sedalia, Pettis, MO   W 11th 
Mattie Chewning*, 52, rents home, $6, 7 yrs school, b. in MO, same place in 1935, employed, public work, 
folder, sewing project, worked 12 wks, in 1939, income $1290 
Frances, 17, 8 yrs school, b. in MO, same place in 1935,  
 
 

 
Eldon E Painter, The Sedalia Democrat, 10.14.1940 
 
 

 
Eldon E Painter, The Sedalia Democrat, 11.11.1940 
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Eldon E Painter, constable, Sedalia Weekly Democrat, 11.15.1940 
 
 
 
An article the next day (identical except for the last paragraph) said that her body had arrived, and that 
they were waiting to make funeral arrangements as the relatives from Chicago were driving down for the 
service. 
 
 
 

 
Eldon E Painter, Sedalia Weekly Democrat, 2.13.1942 
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Willard Wilson Chewning, The Sedalia Democrat, 6.21.1942.1 
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Willard Wilson Chewning, The Sedalia Democrat, 9.14.1942 
 
Nina married – again – to Roy Brown, 1942: 
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Nina Marie Chewning Brizendine Brown marr., The Sedalia Democrat, 5.11.1942 
 

 
Nona Chewning Witthaus, marr. ann., The Sedalia Democrat, 4.12.1943 
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Eldon E and Frances L Chewning Painter, Chicago Daily Tribune, 9.5.1947 
 
1950 census, Sedalia, Pettis, MO. 706 E. 4th St. 
Mattie M. Chewning, 64, widow, b. in MO, not seeking work,  
George H. Witthaus, 42, m., b. in MO, worked 40 hrs, foreman, construction co., private work 
Nona M. Whitthaus, 37, m., b. in MO, not seeking work,  
Harry M. Chewning, 35, never married, b. in MO, worked, 40 hrs, laborer, construction co., private work 
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Eldon E Painter, The Chicago Heights Star, 9.9.1952 
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Eldon E Painter, The Chicago Heights Star, 9.9.1952.1 
 
Nina is now married to Bennington, and living in Kansas City, in 1954. 
 

 
Martha Jane Mattie Stone Chewning death cert 
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Martha Jane Mattie Stone Chewning, obit, The Sedalia Democrat, 6.30.1954 
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Martha Jane Mattie Stone Chewning funeral, Sedalia Weekly Democrat, 7.2.1954 
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Children of Charles Louis and Martha Jane Mattie Stone Chewning 
Grandchildren of John Washington and Margaret Missouri Jane Hand Chewning 
Great Grandchildren of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 

1. Opal Mae Chewning Lockhart, b. 8/8/1904 (year from tombstone), Cole Camp, Benton, MO; m. 
Wheeler Lockhart, 12/26/1923, Sedalia, Pettis, MO; divorced prior to 1940; d. 1/27/1942, Chicago, 
Cook, IL; buried in Memorial Park Cemetery, Sedalia, Pettis, MO. 
 

2. Len Washington Chewning, b. 2/19/1908, Cole Camp, Benton, MO; m. Faye Alice Johnson, 2/28/1934, 
Sedalia, Pettis, MO; d. 8/8/1959, Imperial County, MO; buried in Evergreen Cemetery, El Centro, 
Imperial, CA. 
 

3. Marjorie Margaret A. Maggie Chewning Dziennik, b. 12/24/1910, MO; m. Edward C. Dziennik, 
9/20/1933, Chicago, Cook, IL; d. 11/15/2003, Hammond, Lake, IN; buried in Memorial Park Cemetery, 
Sedalia, Pettis, MO. 
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4. Nona Chewning Witthaus, b. 2/23/1912, Lincoln, Benton, MO; m. George Hugo Witthaus, 4/10/1943, 
Sedalia, Pettis, MO; d. 12/1972, Kansas City, Jackson, MO; buried in Memorial Park Cemetery, Sedalia, 
Pettis, MO. 
 

5. Nina Marie Chewning Phelps Brizendine Brown Bennington, b. 2/23/1912, Lincoln, Benton, MO; m. 1st 
Everett John Phelps, 9/28/1935, Versailles, Morgan, MO; m. 2nd Hillard Brizendine, 12/25/1938, 
Sedalia, Pettis, MO; m. 3rd Roy Brown, 5/9/1942, Sedalia, Pettis, MO; m. 4th Cecil Jerold Bennington, 
before 1950 census; d. 12/17/1999, Windsor, Sonoma, CA; buried in Memorial Park Cemetery, 
Sedalia, Pettis, MO. 
 

6. Harry Mitchell Chewning, b. 5/24/1914, MO; d. 12/31/1984, Sedalia, Pettis, MO; buried in  
 

7. Lorain Chewning, b. 5/11/1915, Georgetown, Pettis, County, MO; d. 6/2/1915, Cedar Twp., Pettis 
County, MO; buried in Mount Herman Cemetery, Sedalia, Pettis, MO. 
 

8. William Bailey Bill Chewning, b. 7/9/1918, LaMonte, Pettis, MO; m. Letta Jeanette Spooner, 
1/27/1940, Lees Summit, Jackson, MO; d. 1/8/1973, Belmont, San Mateo, CA; buried in Cypress Lawn 
Memorial Garden, Colma, San Mateo, CA. 
 

9. Willard Wilson Chewning, b. 7/6/1921, LaMonte, Pettis, MO; m. Helen V. Paxton Anderson, 2/2/1957, 
Chicago, Cook, IL; d. 3/13/2015, Sedalia, Pettis, MO; buried in Memorial Park Cemetery, Sedalia, 
Pettis, MO. 
 

10. Francis Louise Chewning Painter Krumwiede, b. 2/23/1924, Sedalia, Pettis, MO; m. 1st Eldon E. 
Painter, 7/8/1941 (from Nita Chewning); m. 2nd Alvin Krumwiede; d. 8/4/2009, Chicago, Cook, IL; 
buried in Skyline Memorial Park, Monee, Will, IL. 
 

11. Lawrence Wheeler Chewning, b. 2/18/1926, Sedalia, Pettis, MO; m. Gwendolyn F. Moore Hunter, 
6/26/1949, Santa Cruz County, CA; d. 2/2/2014, San Mateo County, CA; buried in  

 

Opal Mae Chewning Lockhart 
Daughter of Charles Louis and Martha Jane Mattie Stone Chewning 
Granddaughter of John Washington and Margaret Missouri Jane Hand Chewning 
Great Granddaughter of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
 

 
Opal Mae Chewning Lockhart stone, Memorial Park Cemetery, Sedalia, Pettis, MO 
 
 



 
Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 

 

- 85 - 

 
 
 

 
Opal Mae Chewning Lockhart, obit, The Sedalia Democrat, 1.28.1942 
 
 
Len Washington Chewning 
Son of Charles Louis and Martha Jane Mattie Stone Chewning 
Grandson of John Washington and Margaret Missouri Jane Hand Chewning 
Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
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Len Washington Chewning stone, Evergreen Cemetery, El Centro, Imperial, CA 
 

 
Len Washington Chewning marr. cert 
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Len Washington Chewning wedding, TheSedaliaDemocrat, 3.1.1934 
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Jimmie Lee Chewning, TheSedaliaDemocrat, 12.6.1938 
 
Lloyd, son of Len’s sister Nina, was living with them on the 1940 census. 
 
1940 census, Prairie Twp., Jackson County, MO 
Len W. Chewning, 33, rents farm, $10 value, 8 yrs school, b. in MO, rural Pettis County, MO, in 1935, 
farmer, farm 
Fay Alice Chewing, 24, 8 yrs school, b. in CO, rural Pettis County, MO, in 1935, housework 
James L., 5, son, b. in MO, rural Pettis County, MO, in 1935, 
Lawrence W. Chewning, 14, brother, 8 yrs school, b. in MO, Sedalia, MO, in 1935, school 
Lloyd E. Chewning, 10, nephew, 5 yrs school, b. in MO, Sedalia, MO, in 1935,  
 
Marjorie Margaret Chewning Dziennik 
Daughter of Charles Louis and Martha Jane Mattie Stone Chewning 
Granddaughter of John Washington and Margaret Missouri Jane Hand Chewning 
Great Granddaughter of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
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Marjorie Margaret A Maggie Chewning Dziennick stone, Memorial Park Cem., Sedalia, Pettis, MO 
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Marjorie Margaret A Chewning Dziennik death cert 
 
Nona Chewning Witthaus 
Daughter of Charles Louis and Martha Jane Mattie Stone Chewning 
Granddaughter of John Washington and Margaret Missouri Jane Hand Chewning 
Great Granddaughter of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
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Nona Chewning Witthaus stone, Memorial Park Cemetery, Sedalia, Pettis, MO 
 

 
Nona Chewning Witthaus, TheSedaliaDemocrat, 10.24.1932 
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Nona Chewning Witthaus, Sedalia Weekly Democrat, 9.21.1934 
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Nona Chewning Witthaus, marr. ann., The Sedalia Democrat, 4.12.1943 
 

 
Nona Chewning Witthaus obit, The Sedalia Democrat, 12.19.1972 
 
 
Nina Marie Chewning Phelps Brizendine Brown Bennington  
Daughter of Charles Louis and Martha Jane Mattie Stone Chewning 
Granddaughter of John Washington and Margaret Missouri Jane Hand Chewning 
Great Granddaughter of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
 
Nina Marie Chewning Phelps Brizendine Brown Bennington, b. 2/23/1912, Lincoln, Benton, MO; m. 1st 
Everett John Phelps, 9/28/1935, Versailles, Morgan, MO; m. 2nd Hillard Brizendine, 12/25/1938, Sedalia, 
Pettis, MO; m. 3rd Roy Brown, 5/9/1942, Sedalia, Pettis, MO; m. 4th Cecil Jerold Bennington, before 1950 
census; d. 12/17/1999, Windsor, Sonoma, CA; buried in Memorial Park Cemetery, Sedalia, Pettis, MO. 
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Nina Marie Chewning Phelps Brizendine Brown Bennington stone, Memorial Park Cem., Sedalia, Pettis, 
MO 
 
Nina had a child – Lloyd Edward Chewning – in 1929.  He apparently wasn’t raised by her; at least he isn’t 
on her census records.  His FAG memorial says his father was “Eoly Ward.” 
 
There was a Ulie Ward in Sedalia, b. 1911, d. 1951.  Could that be Lloyd’s father? 
 
1930 census, Sedalia, Pettis, MO   1803 Osage 
Lewis C. Chewning, 46, rents, $10, m. at 21, b. in MO, parents b. in US, laborer, odd jobs 
Matty M. Chewning, 43, m. at 18, b. in MO, parents b. in MO,  
Nina M., 18, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, 
Nona M., 18, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, 
Harry M., 14, attended school, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, 
Baily, 12, attended school, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, 
Willard W., 8, attended school, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, 
Frances L., 6, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, 
Lawrence W., 4, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, 
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Nona and Nina Chewning, car acc., TheSedaliaDemocrat, 9.20.1931.2 
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Hillard Brizendine, SedaliaWeeklyDemocrat, 7.20.1934 
 
 
 

 
Nina Marie Chewning Phelps Brizendine Brown Bennington, 1935 Sedalia, Pettis, MO, directory 

 
Marriage to Edward John Phelps, 9/28/1935 

 

 
Nina Marie Chewning Phelps Brizendine Brown Bennington, marr, TheSundayNewsTribune, 10.6.1935 
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Hillard Brizendine, TheSundayNewsandTribune, 6.16.1935 
 

 
 

 
Everett John and Nina Marie Chewning Phelps, marr lic 
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Everett John and Nina Marie Chewning Phelps, marr cert 
 

 
Everett John and Nina Marie Chewning Phelps, marr cert.2 
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Hillard Brizendine, arrested, TheSedaliaDemocrat, 11.23.1936.2 
 

 
Nina Marie Chewning Phelps Brizendine Brown Bennington, arrested, TheSedaliaDemocrat, 2.8.1937 
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Hillard Brizendine, prison, TheSedaliaDemocrat, 4.12.1937 
 

 
Nina Marie Chewning Phelps Brizendine, marr license - 1938 
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Hillard and Nina M Chewning Phelps Brizendine, vagrancy, TheSedaliaDemocrat, 2.20.1939 
 

Nina’s son Lloyd was included in this family gathering 
 

Lloyd is listed with Len Washington Chewning’s family. 
 

 
Chewning gathering, TheSedaliaDemocrat, 11.26.1939 
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1940 census, Lexington, Lafayette, MO 
Edna Gilmore, 48, divorced, 8 yrs school, b. in MO, same house in 1935, private work, 52 hrs/wk, 
ooperator, tavern, owner, 52 wks,  
Nina M. Chewning, 26, married, hired girl, 8 yrs school, b. in MO, Sedalia, Pettis, MO, in 1935, private 
work, 52 hrs/wk, waitress, tavern, 52 wks, $165 income 
Nona M. Chewning, 26, single, hired girl, 8 yrs school, b. in MO, Sedalia, Pettis, MO, in 1935, private work, 
52 hrs/wk, waitress, tavern, 52 wks, $165 income 
 

 
Nina Marie Chewning Phelps Brizendine Brown marr., The Sedalia Democrat, 5.11.1942 
 
 

 
Nina Marie Chewning Phelps Brizendine Brown, marr cert - 1942 
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Cecil Jewell Bennington, TheSedaliaDemocrat, 6.24.1943 
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Cecil Jewell Bennington, TheSedaliaDemocrat, 11.20.1946 
 
Mr. and Mrs. C.J. Bennington of Sedalia are named in an article in the Sedalia newspaper, attending a 
birthday party in 1947. 
 
1950 census, Kansas City, Jackson, MO 
Cecil J. Bennington, 46, m., b. in MO, didn’t work last week, seeking work,  
Nina Bennington, 39, m., b. in MO, not working, not seeking work 
 
Cecil’s mother died in 1951, and Mr. and Mrs. C.J. Bennington of Kansas City attended her services. 
 

 
Cecil Jewell Bennington, TheKansasCityStar, 11.2.1954 
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Cecil Jewell Bennington, obit, TheSedaliaDemocrat, 10.8.1956 
 
 

  
Cecil Jewell Bennington, death, TheKansasCityTimes, 10.23.1956.1 
 
Nina, as Nina Bennington, is living in Sedalia in 1972, per her sister, Nona’s, obit. 
 

Nina d. in 1999 
 
Name  Nina Marie Bennington 
Gender  Female 
Race  White 
Birth Date 23 Feb 1912 
Birth Place Lincoln, Missouri 
Death Date 17 Dec 1999 
Father  Charles L Chewning 
Mother  Martha J Stone 
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SSN  622687734 
Type of Claim Birth record established before age of 5. 
Notes 02 Dec 1993: Name listed as NINA MARIE BENNINGTON; 16 Feb 2000: Name listed as 

NINA M BENNINGTON 
 
 
 
 

Son Lloyd Edward Chewning 
 

 Per his FAG memorial – his father was Eoley Ward.  There was a Ulie Ward in Sedalia at the time. 
 

1940 census, Prairie Twp., Jackson County, MO 
Len W. Chewning, 33, rents farm, $10 value, 8 yrs school, b. in MO, rural Pettis County, MO, in 1935, 
farmer, farm 
Fay Alice Chewing, 24, 8 yrs school, b. in CO, rural Pettis County, MO, in 1935, housework 
James L., 5, son, b. in MO, rural Pettis County, MO, in 1935, 
Lawrence W. Chewning, 14, brother, 8 yrs school, b. in MO, Sedalia, MO, in 1935, school 
Lloyd E. Chewning, 10, nephew, 5 yrs school, b. in MO, Sedalia, MO, in 1935,  
 
 

 

 
 

 
Lloyd Everett Chewning, marr lic., TheKansasCityStar, 3.16.1952 
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Lloyd Edward Chewning, marr cert 
 
Military service: 
 
Name  Lloyd E Chewning 
Gender  Male 
Birth Date 23 Oct 1929 
Death Date 17 Aug 1993 
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SSN  490306938 
Enlistment Branch ARMY 
Enlistment Date  6 Dec 1946 
Discharge Date  10 Apr 1950 
  
 

 
Lloyd Edward Chewning, marr, TheSedaliaDemocrat, 3.25.1952 
 
The article from 1958, shows they were in California by then.  Mary Jo’s family was, also.  Was that why 
they moved to California?  Jeannette Chewning was married to William Billy Chewning, Nina’s brother.  
Billy and Jeannette were living in San Mateo County, CA, at least from 1973. 
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Mary Jo Spooner Chewning, AnaheimDailyBulletin 2.28.1958 
 

Lloyd d. in 1993 
 
Lloyd E. Chewning , 63, of Orange, a retired guitar maker, died Tuesday. He served in the Army during the 
Korean War. Visitation from 5 to 8 p.m. today at Hilgenfeld Mortuary, Anaheim. Graveside services at 1:30 
p.m. Thursday at Fairhaven Memorial Park, Santa Ana. Survived by his wife, Jo, and mother, Nina, of 
Orange. 
 
Orange County Register, The August 18, 1993 
 
Father: Eoley Ward 
Mother: Nina M Chewning 
 
US ARMY: 6 Dec 1946 to 10 Apr 1950 
 
Name    Lloyd Edward Chewning 
Name Note Name and form dates: Application: LLOYD EDWARD CHEWNING (Apr 

1945), Death: LLOYD E CHEWNING (17 Aug 1993) 
Social Program Application Date Apr 1945 
Death Date   17 Aug 1993 
Birth Date   23 Oct 1929 
Birthplace   Sedalia Pett*, Missouri, United States 
Race    White 
Father's Name   Eoley Ward 
Father's Sex   Male 
Mother's Name   Nina M Chewning 
Mother's Sex   Female 
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Harry Mitchell Chewning 
Son of Charles Louis and Martha Jane Mattie Stone Chewning 
Grandson of John Washington and Margaret Missouri Jane Hand Chewning 
Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
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Harry Mitchell Chewning, The Sedalia Democrat, 2.24.1956 
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Loraine Chewning 
Daughter of Charles Louis and Martha Jane Mattie Stone Chewning 
Granddaughter of John Washington and Margaret Missouri Jane Hand Chewning 
Great Granddaughter of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
 
 

 
Lorain Chewning death cert 
 
William Bill Bailey Chewning 
Son of Charles Louis and Martha Jane Mattie Stone Chewning 
Grandson of John Washington and Margaret Missouri Jane Hand Chewning 
Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
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William Bill Bailey Chewning, military 
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William Bailey Chewning, marr. ann., TheSedaliaDemocrat, 2.4.1940 
 
1950 census, Prairie Twp., Jackson County, MO 
Bill B. Chewning, 32, 
Jennett L. Chewning, 29, 
Judith Kay, 8, 
Larry Emmet, 6, 
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William Bill Bailey Chewning, obit, The Sedalia Democrat, 1.10.1973 
 
Willard Wilson Chewning 
Son of Charles Louis and Martha Jane Mattie Stone Chewning 
Grandson of John Washington and Margaret Missouri Jane Hand Chewning 
Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
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Willard Wilson Chewning stone, Memorial Park Cemetery, Sedalia, Pettis, MO 
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Willard Wilson Chewning, TheSedaliaDemocrat, 6.21.1942.1 
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Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 

 

- 120 - 

 
Willard Wilson Chewning, TheSedaliaDemocrat, 6.21.1942.2 
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Willard Wilson Chewning, TheSedaliaDemocrat, 9.14.1942 
 
The following story was given to me by Nita Chewning: 
 

World War II, Willard W. Chewning 
August 06, 2007 12:49 PM 
By Williard W. Chewning  
Sedalia 

 
On Dec. 7, 1941, I was at the Uptown Theater when a news flash came across the movie screen. Pearl 
Harbor had been attacked by the Japanese. My thoughts were, who was Pearl Harbor and why would 
they want to hurt a woman? I soon found out.  
On Dec. 8, 1941, at the age of 20, with Mom’s permission, I enlisted in the Navy. On Dec. 16, a group 
of young men boarded the train for St. Louis, where we were inducted and took the Navy oath.  
I went through boot camp with three other boys who left Sedalia with me. I served with Amos Karr, 
John Stansbury Jr., who was killed aboard the USS Enterprise, and Floyd Hall, who became a Navy 
pilot. He was shot down over the island of Chi Chi Jima. He was captured by the Japanese and 
eventually beheaded, as described in the book “Flyboys.”  
At my last evening meal at the San Diego naval station, I spotted Freeman Paxton, of Sedalia, who 
enlisted a week after I did.  
My company, 41-195, went aboard the USS Crescent City and arrived at Pearl Harbor eight days later.  
At Pearl Harbor, I wound up on working parties. We removed ammunition through the side of the 
battleship Utah, which was on her side in the mud after the Japanese blasted her.  
On Jan. 30, 1942, I was assigned to the USS Lexington CV-2 to the 7th Division. The next day we left 
Pearl Harbor for the first war patrol. On Feb. 20, we were attacked by Japanese planes. Lt. Cmdr. 
Butch O’Hare, the first Navy ace, shot down five of the planes. He was awarded the Medal of Honor. 
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Also O’Hare Airport in Chicago was named in his honor. Lt. Cmdr. O’Hare was killed in an air battle in 
1943.  
We took the Lexington back to Pearl Harbor in April 1942 to get new guns and planes. We went back 
to sea in May 1942. Japanese planes flew over our ship just about dark. Some of our ships opened 
fire, but didn’t hit anything. The Japanese fleet was reported to be 30 miles from us.  
On May 8, 1942, while our planes were attacking the Japanese, they, in turn, were getting in their 
licks on us. Our ship was severely damaged. There were several explosions through out the ship, due 
to gasoline warheads exploding. Finally, the order was given to abandon ship.  
The USS Morris DD-417 was along our starboard side. After the wounded were taken off, I retrieved 
my prized Lexington log album. I then went down the monkey line to the deck of the USS Morris DD-
417. The next day we went to general quarters. Bogies, unidentified objects, had been picked up by 
radar. I was volunteered to carry five-inch projectiles to the guns.  
The ship made a violent turn and I was thrown off my feet. My left hand was severely damaged.  
I was taken to sick bay and placed in a bunk that belonged to Oscar Lee Boyer, of Sedalia. I met Oscar 
on the day he enlisted in the Navy, in November 1941.  
We went to Tongatabu in the Tonga Islands, escorted by the USS Chester, and boarded the USS 
Barnett. We arrived in the United States 14 days later. After a short furlough, we were transferred to 
Bremerton, Wash., naval yards.  
In July 1942, I was on several working parties chipping paint in the bilges of battleships brought in 
from Pearl Harbor for repairs.  
One day we were lined up along the roadway while a motorcade passed. In one of the cars, I spotted 
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt. My shipmates told me I was seeing things. The next day we 
learned it had indeed been our president.  
While we waited for a new ship, I met Red Sullivan, whom I had known in Sedalia. I also visited the 
Army hospital at Fort Lewis, Wash., to visit my older brother, Harry, who had returned from Dutch 
Harbor, Alaska. All of my brothers, except for one, served in World War II.  
On Nov. 8, 1942, we commissioned the USS Card CVE-11, nicknamed the Lucky Card. After the 
shakedown cruise and qualifying pilots for carrier landings, we headed for the Panama Canal. I went 
ashore in Cologne, Panama.  
Then we went to Norfolk, Va., for supplies and on to the Navy yard in Brooklyn, N.Y.  
We then escorted a convoy of ships to the Mediterranean Sea. At the time, it was the largest convey 
ever assembled — 129 ships over 70 square miles.  
Our planes provided submarine patrol, as well as our three old four-stacker destroyers that were our 
escort. This was Task Force 21.14. This convoy never lost a ship. It went through the Strait of Gibraltar 
and to Casablanca. After this first convoy, we operated as a hunter-killer task force to sink German 
submarines.  
At night on Oct. 30, 1943, one of our escort destroyers, the USS Borie, rammed a German U-boat. 
Hand-to-hand combat ensued with guns, knives and whatever was available. The U-boat sank. The 
Borie was heavily damaged and had to be abandoned the following evening.  
The next morning, she was still afloat. We found 30 of the crew afloat in their life jackets in frigid seas 
with 15- to 20-foot waves. We could not stop to pick them up for fear of the U-boats lurking about.  
I believe it was in July 1943 that we were awarded the Presidential Unit Citation. This was the first 
baby flat-top to earn this award.  
On Dec. 24, near the Bay of Biscayne, we were spotted by a German four-motor plane. It shadowed 
us all day long. We could not launch planes because the seas were too rough. That night found us in 
the midst of a U-boat wolf pack on the surface. The destroyer USS Shenk was ordered to attack the U-
boats. She was damaged, so the USS Leary was sent back to help. She was promptly sunk by the U-
boats.  
Come daylight, we could see the submarines on the surface trying to catch up to us. Needless to say, 
no time was wasted trying to get out of there. Our task group was ultimately credited with sinking 11 
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U-boats.  
In 1943, we were tied up to a pier in the Brooklyn Navy yard across from a battleship. I received a 
letter from home that told me my younger brother, Wheeler Chewning, was serving on the USS Iowa, 
the ship next to ours. They would not let me come aboard because she had not been commissioned. 
My brother knew that I was aboard the USS Card and came looking for me. I had gone on liberty. The 
next day, I found him in the chow line aboard the USS Iowa. We bumped into each other twice more 
during the war. Wheeler was only 16 when he joined the Navy.  
In 1943, my ship ended up in the middle of a hurricane. For three days, green water came over the 
bow of the ship. Our propeller was out of the water as much as it was under.  
On the night it reached its peak, I was helmsman on the wheel watch. I was using left full rudder and 
the ship was going in the other direction. I was finally able to bring her back on course. I sure thought 
we were going to founder.  
In April 1944, I and four other sailors were transferred to the naval air technical training center in 
Norman, Okla. At Norman, I was a brig guard, a petty officer of the guards and finally made 
boatswain mate, second class. I was in charge of four ship services, master-at-arms force, and 
oversaw 33 men.  
I was discharged at Lambert Field in St. Louis on Nov. 24, 1945. This ended the greatest adventure of 
my life.  

Allen and I met Willards brother. This a great story  
  
Nita 

 

 
 
 
Willard Wilson Chewning, 93, of Sedalia, passed away on Friday, March 13, 2015 at his home.  
He was born on July 6, 1921 in La Monte, Mo., a son of Charles and Martha Jane (Stone) Chewning. 
On Feb. 9, 1957 in Riverdale, Ill., he was united in marriage to Helen Paxton, who survives of the home. 
Willard retired from railroad engineering with the B & O Railroad after 37 years. In Sedalia, he worked as a 
security guard for Hayes Wheels and on the Missouri State Fairgrounds. 
He loved to go fishing and gardening and to can vegetables and pickles. He enjoyed working in his yard 
and helping his neighbors with theirs. Willard played the harmonica, ballroom and square danced, and 
loved to sing. He was a member of The Moose Lodge BPOE 1425 and the VFW Post 2591. He served his 
country honorably in the US Navy during WWII. 
Besides his wife, he is survived by three children, Melva Jean Monteer of La Monte, Mo., Mary Elizabeth 
Neal-Jerrell and her husband Rhea of Abilene and Darryl Chewning and his wife Cathy of Ionia; 21 
grandchildren; several great- grandchildren and great-great-grandchildren. 
Besides his parents, he was preceded in death by one daughter, Helen Patricia Ellis; five sisters and five 
brothers. 
Funeral service will be held at 10:30 a.m. on Wednesday, March 18, 2015 at Rea Funeral Chapel, Sedalia 
with Rev. Dan Hankins officiating. Family will receive friends from 6:30 to 8 p.m., Tuesday, March 17, 2015 
also at the funeral chapel.  
Full military honors will be conducted by the VFW Post 2591 at Memorial Park Cemetery, Sedalia. 
Pallbearers will be Dakota Chewning, Dustin Cook, Jon Wirtz, Willard Wirtz, Duane Hansen and 
Christopher Hansen. Honorary bearers will be Scott Campbell, Austin Chewning, Tracy Neal, Jamie Neal, 
Sequoia Newland, Devin Neal and Matthew Wirtz.  
Memorial contributions are suggested to The American Heart Association or The American Cancer Society 
in care of the funeral chapel. 
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Francis Louise Chewning Painter Krumwiede 
Daughter of Charles Louis and Martha Jane Mattie Stone Chewning 
Granddaughter of John Washington and Margaret Missouri Jane Hand Chewning 
Great Granddaughter of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
 
 

 
Eldon E Painter stone, Skyline Memorial Park, Monee, Will, IL 
 

 
Frances Louise Chewning Painter Krumwiede stone, Skyline Memorial Park Cem., Monee, Will, IL 
 

 
Eldon E Painter, TheSedaliaDemocrat, 10.6.1927 
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Eldon E Painter, TheSedaliaDemocrat, 10.7.1927 
 

 
Eldon E Painter, TheSedaliaDemocrat, 10.5.1931 
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Eldon E Painter, TheSedaliaDemocrat, 10.6.1931.1 
 

 
Eldon E Painter, SedaliaWeeklyDemocrat, 10.16.1931 
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Eldon E Painter, SedaliaWeeklyDemocrat, 10.16.1931.1 
 

 
Eldon E Painter, TheSedaliaDemocrat, 7.14.1933 
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Eldon E Painter, TheSedaliaDemocrat, 7.19.1933 
 

 
Eldon E Painter, TheSedaliaDemocrat, 10.1.1933 
 

 
Eldon E Painter, TheSedaliaDemocrat, 10.19.1933 
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Eldon E Painter, TheSedaliaDemocrat, 2.13.1934 
 

 
Eldon E Painter, TheSedaliaDemocrat, 7.19.1936 
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Frances Louise Chewning, TheSedaliaDemocrat, 7.17.1939 
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Eldon E Painter, TheSedaliaDemocrat, 10.14.1940 
 

 
Eldon E Painter, TheSedaliaDemocrat, 11.11.1940 
 

 
Eldon E Painter, constable, SedaliaWeeklyDemocrat, 11.15.1940 
 



 
Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 

 

- 132 - 

 
Eldon E Painter, SedaliaWeeklyDemocrat, 2.13.1942 
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Eldon E Painter, TheChicagoHeightsStar, 9.9.1952.2 
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Eldon E Painter, TheChicagoHeightsStar, 9.9.1952 
 

 
Alvin F Krumweide, obit, SouthtownStar, 10.9.1997 
 
Frances L. Chewning Painter Krumwiede obit: 
 
KRUMWIEDE Frances L. Krumwiede, age 85, of So. Chicago Heights, IL, passed away August 4, 2009. 
Beloved wife of late Alvin Krumwiede; loving mother of Dorothy (Joe) Sevilla, Beverly Stackhouse, Kathryn 
(Terry) Soliday, and Veronica Garcia; cherished grandmother of Susan Mosher, Barbara (Dave) Schroeder, 
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Late Russell Phillips, Michael (Moby) Sevilla, Kimberly (Dominic) Rossi, and Nicole Garcia; great-
grandmother of Samantha, Brittany, Alyssa, Justin, Jesse, Joe, and Mary Madilyn. Visitation Friday, August 
7th from 2:00 - 8:00 p.m at Smits Funeral Homes-Steger Memorial Chapel (3045 Chicago Rd. Steger, IL). 
Funeral Service Saturday, 10:00 a.m. at the funeral home. Interment at Skyline Memorial Park, Monee, IL. 
Information at 708-755-6100 orwww.smitsfuneralhomes.com.  
 
Lawrence Wheeler Chewning 
Son of Charles Louis and Martha Jane Mattie Stone Chewning 
Grandson of John Washington and Margaret Missouri Jane Hand Chewning 
Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
 
Lawrence W. Chewning 
February 18, 1926 - 
February 2, 2014 
 
At rest, with his wife by his side Lawrence Chewning passed away during the night on February 2, 2014 at 
the age of 87 years old. Lawrence was born in Sedalia Missouri the son of Charles Chewning and Martha 
Jane (Stone) Chewning.  Larry, as he was known by his friends and family was proud to serve his country in 
the Navy during WWII on the USS Iowa on its maiden voyage, the USS West Point and the USS Wilkes-
Barre. Larry came out to San Francisco, California after the war where he married his true love Gwendolyn 
and raised his three children. He was self-employed in the trucking industry and was family oriented. 
 
Larry is survived by his wife Gwendolyn and his devoted children Jeannette Sacco (Robert), Faye Lynch, 
Louis (Debbie) Chewning, and his beloved 15 grandchildren and his 10 Great Grandchildren. 
 
A Celebration of Life will be held Saturday February 8th at 12:30 p.m., Bethany Lutheran Church, 1095 
Cloud Ave., Menlo Park, CA 94025. In lieu of flowers please send donations to the USS Iowa 250 S. Harbor 
Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90731. 
 
Published in San Francisco Chronicle on Feb. 7, 2014 
- See more at: 
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/sfgate/obituary.aspx?pid=169518854#sthash.CThKYDb5.dpuf 
 
 

 

 

http://www.smitsfuneralhomes.com/
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/sfgate/obituary.aspx?pid=169518854#sthash.CThKYDb5.dpuf

