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The children of 
Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 

Siblings of Moses William Chewning 
 

October 19, 2023 
 

1.  John Washington Chewning: Granville Washington through John Benjamin  
2.  John Washington Chewning: Bettie Vinson 
3.  John Washington Chewning: Theodosia through Moses William 
4.   John Washington Chewning: Sarah Boonie through Charles Louis 
5.  Catherine E. Chewning Tucker - James Madison Chewning son Thomas Edward 
6.   James Madison Chewning: Martha Ellen through Bertha Lee 
7.  Mary Frances Chewning Noe 
8.  William Granville Patsy Chewning:  through Franklin Pierce 
9.  William Granville Patsy Chewning:  John Henry through Ralph “Blackie” 
10.   Elizabeth A. Bettie Chewning – Stephen A. Douglass Chewning 
 
Beginning in 2013, I had a series of messages via ancestry.com with a cousin researching her line from William 
Granville.  She is Shirley Jean Chewning Harris, daughter of James Roy and Bertha Hill Chewning. 
 
The following is a copy of those messages: 
 
 
10/8/2013 
 
Good morning. My names is Pamela Downes West, and my gr gr gr grandfather was Granville Washington 
Chewning, father of Moses William Chewning, grandfather of Theodore Chewning, gr grandfather of Letha 
Florence Chewning Downes, gr gr grandfather of Herville Finley Downes, and then me. 
 
I have been working on the Chewnings for several years. I notice that you have found my tree at ancestry.com.  
 
My dad and I have met with Keith Owen in Missouri. My dad was raised close to that area, and visited annually 
through the 30s and into the 1940s. Dad knew Aunt Annie, Uncle Vard (Keith's grandparents), along with Aunt Effie 
and others of the Chewnings. 
 
We have made four or five trips to the area in the last few years gathering court documents, etc.  
 
I have more to scan and post to my tree, which I hope to get to next year.  
 
My tree is Downes/Chewning/Woodworth/Brakeman....or something like that:)  
 
Pam 

 
SC 
Pam, I am very glad to hear from you. I am the only living child of Roy Chewning and Bertha Hill. My dad died in 
1968 at 75 and his father was Granville William Chewning and Ella Doak Wright. Dads mother died when he was 1 
in 1894 and his grandfather was Granville Washington Chewning. Moses Chewning would have been dad's uncle 
brother of Granville William Granville, He died in 1905. We have traced back to Samuel Chowning changed to 
Chewning in Europe. Samuel came over here from Ireland and England. We also have talked to Sarah See in 
Missouri and her grandfather was John Henry Chewning which would have been my Dad's brother. I also have met 
him, Uncle Frank, Uncle John, Uncle Burton, and Aunt Addie visited our home when I was about 10 years old. I think 
you are down from the Mosses side of Dad's family but we are down from the Granville William side which is 
Mosses brother or my Dad's uncle. We have traced back to Samuel Chewning, Chowning which send you to Ireland 
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and we think Samuel came here form Ireland. Sarah See side of the family are in Missouri where Granville 
Washington had bought several tracts of land on the Mississippis river side of Missouri. Samuel had a grandson 
which was Captain John Chewning which had my research stopped until we found he was a Captain. Sarah See and 
gone on back to the 1100 in her research as the Samuel Chowning name was called in England Chewning. You may 
run in to some of the Chowning name and that is why.  
 
We love this and I had worked on this several years ago but quit because it was so hard and Ancestry was not as 
good as it is now. So I rejoined and have found more and more and run into more Chewnings. We are from 
Oklahoma as dad and Ralph his twin was born Indian Territory but Uncle Frank the all the other Chewning was born 
in Missouri of the Granville William and Ella Doak. Sarah said all her family and any Chewning they know are red 
headed. We are Dark Hair and Brown Eyes from my dad Roy and he had to add a name to join the army so he 
named himself James Roy Chewning. The census has it Roy but it is look like Ray Chewning & Ralph (twins) so that 
has made is real hard.  
Go to our family tree Chewning Family Tree and ck it our. It is a change but we have about 11 generations in it 
counting my grandchildren so it is hard to print but I printed it our in pages and glued it together to just trace my 
Dad side up to Samuel Chewning. Sarah and I think that is the start of the Chewning in the United States. So see if 
you can get back to Samuel Chewning.  
Let me Know and again it has been fun tracing back as we just wanted to know where and how did we get here. 
06:20 PM 

 

 
JUNE 4, 2014 
SC 
Pam, I visited my parents grave site in Edna Kansas last month and we also went to the city hall to get a copy of the 
different plots where uncle Frank Chewning and his wife were buried. I knew about it but we are trying to find 
where William Granville Chewning (my dad' dad and his mother Ella Doak Wright Chewning are buried. We found 
that the family plot my Uncle Frank is buried was pd for by George H. Chewning brother to Granville Chewning and 
son of Granville Washington chewning. We are going to call the records lady in Edna, Kansas to see who else is 
buried there. But the George Chewning name on the plot was the owner of the plot but he is buried in Missouri. So 
my question is do you or your family have any reocord of this as Uncle Frank has a headstone but no one else and I 
know my parents knew he was buried by his wife years ago. Give me a note if that sounds like anything you might 
know about. My brother was wanting to put a stone there if it is right. Thanks Shirley Chewning Harris 

 
JUNE 5, 2014 
 
Good morning, Shirley. Great to hear from you again. I haven't worked your line in-depth yet, so you are ahead of 
me. I don't know anything about the purchase of burial plots, but find it interesting that a brother in MO (George 
Hanvey Chewning) would purchase lots for his brother in KS. I've' been to where George Hanvey Chewning is 
buried (same place as my gr gr grandfather, Moses William Chewning).  
 
Did you know that your grandfather's name is on a Civil War memorial in Monmouth, Warren, IL (which is the town 
in which I was born). Also, Granville William Chewning was married to Cordelia Phillips prior to his marriage to Ella 
Doak Wright. He apparently abandoned? her and his first family, remarried, and only much later did his first son 
become aware of this second family. The story was that she suggested he was a Confederate sympathizer to her 
friends....don't know, of course, about the validity of this, but he did have a prior marriage. 
 
Have you any idea where Granville William and Ella are buried? 
 
I have a lot to do on the Chewnings still, even though I feel like I've been working on them for years! 
 
Pam 
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03:54 PM 
Shirley, if you will send me you email, I'll send what I have on your line. 
 
Pam 

 

 
SC 
Yes, we think they are buried in the plot paid for by George Hanvey Chewning which is on the city records in Edna 
Kansas. We think Ella Doak was buried there in 1894 when my dad was 1 year old and cared for by his brother my 
Uncle Frank Chewning. My dad walked me over to an area where Frank his buried and told me that his mother and 
dad was buried there he thought. Uncle Frank has a stone and later after both my parents died Uncle Ralph dad's 
twin was buried by my brother in my mother and dad's family plot down from where Uncle Franks is buried which 
show's bought and pd for by George Haney Chewning which is my dad's uncle. The plot is for 6 and I think that 
family plot was full so Ralph was buried by my mother as he out lived all of them. Mother and dad's plot was under 
dad's name Roy Chewning  
 
Waiting to hear from you soon. I guess we could be considered gr gr gr gr gr cousins maybe. 
 
Shirley Chewning Harris 
Shirley 
 
FEBRUARY 26, 2015 
SC 
scottandshirley@att.net is my email address. It is wrong the way ancestry has it 
05:49 PM 
Pam. We only have the same information on the owner of the burial plots as John Chewning We heard he was 
married before and she was pregnant we they parted but he did not know it. We were told they joined up with 
different armies. She remarried and raised the child under a different name than CHEWNING. This is really 
interesting. I also thought maybe the plot was paid for by one of Granville Washington's brothers. That would be an 
uncle as maybe he and his wife lost several children and babies 
Before my dad Roy Chewning was born. The more we learn the more confused l get. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  



 
Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 

 

- 4 - 

William Granville Patsy Chewning 
Son of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
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William Granville Patsy Chewning                     
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 Ellen Doak Wright Chewning, 2nd wife of William Granville Patsy Chewning 
 
John Washington Granville’s Bible says the date Granville Chewning was born was “February 9, 1842, Wednesday.” 
I assume this was in Union Twp., Clark County, MO.  Granville died 5/24/1905, in “Indian Territory,” according to 
his Civil War pension records.   
What’s most interesting to us about this man is that he apparently joined the Civil War while living in Hale Twp., 
Warren County, IL, and his name is on the Civil War statue in front of the Monmouth Courthouse! 
An online record shows William G. Chewning married Ella D. Wright, filed 9/7/1870.  This was a second marriage; 
first wife’s name unknown, married 1867, according to his records with Ella, although we know that the first wife 
was Cordelia Ann Phillips. 
There is quite a bit of ‘story’ connected with this man. According to Nita Chewning, he may have been Granville 
Patrick Chewning, but asked that his middle name be William later in life.  She says that he is buried in Labette 
County, KS, along with some of his sons.  She has pictures of his tombstone, and some of the sons.  From what I 
understand, the pictures are of Franklin P. Chewning, 1879-1963, J. Ray Chewning, 1895-1968, “Blackie” Ralph 
Chewning, 1893-1981, and Bertha May Chewning, 1900-1980 (a wife??).  Also a picture of tombstones of twins, 
which I took to be Ralph and Ray (see census below), but their tombstones say 1893 and 1895.  Yet their WW I 
registration papers say 1893, so they must be twins. 
Nita told me that he had a wife in the Quincy, IL, area, by the name of Cordelia.  They parented a son, which she 
raised with her second husband.  I found on ancestry.com that she remarried a Joel Hyatt.  Nita mentions that I will 
find land records for Cordelia in the Quincy area, but I haven’t yet.  I did find this: 
Chewning Cordelia A., widow of Granville P.; res 171 Hampshire. (from a directory listing in Quincy, 1866), also 
Phillips Silas, farmer; res 171 Hampshire. 
Using an email that Nita sent to me, Granville’s first wife was Cordelia Ann Phillips, daughter of Silas Phillips.  They 
are on the 1860 census for Canton, Lewis, MO. 
 
The email from Nita: 
Lee County Marriage records, Ancestry.com 
CHEWNING, GRANVILLE -- PHILIPS, CORDELIA A.    08 OCT 1863  
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Granville's first wife was Phillips.  There was a divorce about 1865.  His second wife was Ella Doak Wright, About 
they were married in Clark County MO, Missouri,  September, 1870.  They lived in Iowa for a short time and then 
Moved to Oklahoma. 
A story is told, wether factual or not, that The reason for the divorce from Cordelia was due to acute 
embarrassment.  Cordelia went to her sewing group one day and held up a Confederate  emblem that she had 
made.  She made a point of showing that she had pieced a flag for the Confederates.  Since this was during the 
Civil War, she was practically announcing that Chewning family were Southern sympathizers, which was far from 
the truth.  Of course, the story spread all over. It was said that Granville, who was strong for the Union 
Cause,  was so humiliated that he left her at once.  
BUT there is a deposition with Cordelia's side of the story. 
 Cordelia states that Granville belonged to the KNIGHTS of the GOLDEN CIRCLE. 
She stated "that when they were married they lived in a rented house in the same neighborhood where her 
father lived in Lee Co. Iowa  for about a year,  then moved to Clark County MO. six miles from Winchester. 
Chewning was a laboring man, while living there he joined the Knights of the Golden Circle. He would be gone 
away 2 or 3 days at a time." 
There is much more in the deposition but to much to write in these notes. 
Granville went by several names, including William Patsy, William Granville, and just William.  No reason for this 
has been found. It has been theorized that the name Patsy may have been a pet name bestowed on him by his 
Irish mother, Mary Ann Chewning. 
BUT there are depositions by family members that say he wanted to be called William after the war. 
Margarett Chewning said in her deposition that his name was GRANVILLE PATRICK, but he never used the name 
PATRICK as she stated he said said he not no IRISHMAN, she said  the family called him Gran or Granville.  
In a copy of the estate papers for Granville William's father it is also stated that he name was GRANVILLE W. 
CHEWNING and no mention of Patrick. It does also say that his brother MOSES middle intial was P. It is beleived 
that Moses P. was the PATRICK. 
The relatives in Northern Missouri knew where Granville was in Oklahoma, but he was very-still mouthed about 
his origins to his children.  Generations later, descendants of the Oklahoma family learned of his marriage and 
the child, Willis, who grew up and married in Illinois. 
Granvilles wife had  died in 1895  some years before he did.  Leaving twin boys who were only two years old and 
a number of older children.  
Granville died in 1905, having been widowed for about ten years.  Not known at this time if he is buried in 
Oklahoma or Kansas. 
Source 
 of marriage William Granville Chewning to Ella D. Wright is a copy of the marriage licence from Kahoka Clark 
CO. MO. 
Filed on the 30th day  of Sept. 1870.  
BY S. G. Seovern J.P. 
1880 census for Salt Springs, Saline County., Missouri shows Listed a William Chewning, wife Ella, Children, 
Mary, Burton, and Frank. Also brother in law Frank Wright. 
 
Cordelia and William married.  They had a son, Willis, b. about 1864.  Then the story was that Cordelia made a 
Confederate flag patch, showed it to her sewing group, and caused tremendous embarrassment to her husband.  
This was during the Civil War, and the implication was that the Chewning’s were southern sympathizers, which 
they weren’t.  Granville used this as justification to abandon her.  His family told her that he had died.  Nita says 
that she moved with her young son and her now widowed father to the Quincy, Adams, IL, area, where they 
purchased land.  She remarried Joel Hyatt in 1866.  She and Hyatt raised Willis, along with children of their own.  
On the 1870 census, her father, Silas Phillips, is living next to them. 
She remained in Adams County, IL, for most the rest of her life.  Her son, Willis, who would be Granville William 
Chewning’s son, also stayed in that area, married, and had children.  He has a census there as late as 1920.  On 
1900 census, Willis is living with his stepfather Joel, his mother, his half-sister Tina, and ‘step grandson’ to Joel, 
Harry Chewning.  I assume this is Willis’ son. In 1910 and 1920 he is listed with his wife, Kate M., and his son, Earl.  I 
found an obit from the Quincy Daily Whig, dated April 30, 1890.  He speaks of the death of Mrs. William Chewning, 
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and that she left a husband, father and mother and two young children to mourn her death.  She was attempting 
to put out a grass fire when her clothing caught on fire.  Her burns were so severe that she died within days.  Is this 
woman the first wife (if there was more than one wife) of William Chewning, son of Granville and Cordelia?    
There may be more to the story of Cordelia and Granville.  Cordelia, in her depositions, stated that “when they 
were married they lived in a rented house in the same neighborhood where her father lived in Lee Co., Iowa, for 
about a year, then moved to Clark County, MO, six miles from Winchester.  Chewning was a laboring man, while 
living there he joined the Knights of the Golden Circle.  He would be gone away 2 or 3 days at a time.”  The 
Knights of the Golden Circle was a secret society originally founded to promote the interests of the Southern 
United States and prepare the way for annexation of a “golden circle” of territories in Mexico, Central American, 
and the Caribbean which would be included into the United States as southern or slave states.  During the 
American Civil War, Southern sympathizers in the North, known as Copperheads, were accused of belonging to 
the Knights of the Golden Circle.  By 1863 membership in the organizations influenced by it came to include 
many citizens and active politicians north of the Ohio River. 
 
William Granville apparently used various names, including William Patsy, William Granville, and just William.  
The relatives from Northern Missouri knew where Granville was in Oklahoma, but were very closed-mouthed 
about his origins to his children.  Generations later, descendants of the Oklahoma family learned of his marriage 
and the child, Willis, who grew up and married in Illinois.   
Granville’s second wife, Ella, died in 1895, leaving twin boys who were two years old, and a number of older 
children. 

8/2017 
 

As more information comes online, I am finding interesting information about William’s first family.  Cordelia’s obit 
states that her first husband was killed by bushwackers during the Civil War, which we know wasn’t true.  Her obit 
also mentions that her son, Willis, was supposedly in Mexico, but hadn’t been heard from in years. 
There are numerous articles online from the Quincy newspaper showing Willis in trouble for public intoxication 
and the like.  Also, his son, Harry G. Chewning, was something of a local sports hero.  I’ll post this information 
below. 
 
1850 census, District 19, Clark County, MO 
Gramill Tuning, 44, farmer, value of real estate $2,500, b. in VA 
Mary Tuning, 40, b. in VA 
John, 18, b. in VA 
James, 12, b. in MO 
Mary, 10, b. in MO 
Granville, 9, b. in MO 
Elizabeth A., 7, b. in MO 
Moses, 5, b. in MO 
Henrietta, 3, b. in MO 
Reuben, 9/12, b. in MO 
 
1860 census, Union Twp., Clark County, MO: 
Granville Chewning, 53, farmer, value of real estate $7,000, personal estate $1,000, b. in VA 
Mary A Chewning, 50, b. in VA 
Jas, 21, farmer, b. in MO 
Mary, 20, b. in MO 
Elizabeth, 18, b. in MO 
Granville, 16, farmer, b. in MO, attended school in last year 
Moses, 14, b. in VA, attended school in last year 
Henrietta, 12, b. in MO, attended school in last year 
Geo, 10, b. in MO, attended school in last year 
Stephen, 8, b. in MO, attended school in last year 
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1860 census, Canton Twp., Lewis County, MO 
Silas Phillips, 41, farmer, b. in OH 
Elizabeth Phillips, 36, b. in KY 
Cordelia A, 14, b. in IL 
Mary C, 10, b. in IA 
George W, 4, b. in MO 
 

William’s first marriage 
 
Name:   Granville Chewning 
Gender:   Male 
Marriage Date:  8 Oct 1863 
Marriage Place:  Lee, Iowa, United States 
Spouse:   Cordelia A. Philips  
FHL Film Number: 959190 
 
 

Civil War Service 
 

Web: Illinois, Databases of Illinois Veterans Index, 1775-1995 
 
Name   William Chewning 
Rank   Private 
Military Age  17 
Service Entry Age  21 
Muster In Age  21 
Muster Out Age  21 
Birth Date  abt 1844 
Birth Place  Clark Co, Missouri 
Height   5' 7 
Hair   Dark 
Eyes   Blue 
Complexion  Sandy 
War Years  1861-1865 
War   Civil War 
Company  H 
Unit   47th Illinois Infantry Consolidated 
Period   1 Yr 
Service Entry Date 1 Mar 1865 
Service Entry Place Hale, Illinois 
Joined By Whom  W F Gowdy 
Muster In Date  6 Mar 1865 
Muster In Place  Camp Butler, Illinois 
Muster Out Date  24 Jun 1865 
Muster Out Place  Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
Muster Out By Whom Cpt Hawk 
Residence Place  Hale, Warren Co, Illinois 
Occupation  Farmer 
Record Source  Illinois Civil War Muster and Descriptive Rolls 
 
Name:   William Chewning 
Residence:  Illinois 
Enlistment Date:  1 Mar 1865 
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Rank at enlistment: Private 
State Served:  Illinois 
Survived the War?: Yes 
Service Record:  Enlisted in Company H, Illinois 47th Infantry Regiment on 06 Mar 1865. 

Mustered out on 24 Jun 1865. 
Sources: Illinois:   Roster of Officers and Enlisted Men 
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Again, there is a statue in front of the Monmouth Courthouse, on which there is a list of soldiers, and a William 
Chewning is listed.  Nita feels that this is ‘our’ Chewning.  I have no reason to doubt this, given the record showing 
that a William Chewning, from Clark County, MO, mustered in to the war in Hale Twp., Warren County, IL. 
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William deserted Cordelia and son Willis 
 

Illinois, Marriages, 1851-1900 about Mrs Cordelia Chewning 
Name:   Mrs Cordelia Chewning  
Gender:   Female 
Spouse Name:  Joel Hyatt 
Marriage Date:  18 Oct 1866 
Marriage County:  Adams 
Comments:  This record can be found at the County Court Records, Film # 1845384 -1845385. 
 

William living with the Wright family in 1870 
 

He will marry Ella/Ellen later this year.  The fact that she was 6 months pregnant might have had something to do 
with it. 
1870 Montrose Twp., Lee County, IA 
Michael Wright, 60, farmer, real estate, $4,000, personal property, $500, b. in KY 
Louis Wright, 55, keeps house, b. in KY 
Julia, 25, b. in IL 
Matthew, 20, b. in IA 
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Ella, 18, b. in IA 
Frank, 16, b. in IA 
Lillia, 12, b. in IA 
John, 9, b. in IA 
Addie, 7, b. in IA 
Wm. Tuning, 25, works on farm, b. in MO 
 
Daughter Mary Frances Chewning was b. 12/27/1870. 
 
Cordelia remarried, to Joel Hyatt. 
 
1870 census, Honey Creek Twp., Adams County, IL 
Joel Hyatt, 47, farmer, real estate $1600, personal property $469, b. in PA 
Cordelia Hyatt, 25, keeping house, b. in IL 
Willis C Hyatt, 5, b. in IL 
Melissa, 3, b. in IL 
Joel, 3/12, b. in IL, Mar. 
 

William married Ella Doak Wright 
 

They married in September; daughter Mary Frances was born in December. 

 
 
 
 
Mary Frances Chewning, b. 12/27/1870, Keokuk, Lee, IA 
 
According to Nita’s genealogy, there was a daughter, Bertha L. Chewning, b. 12/20/1872 in IA; d. 11/9/1874. 
 
Son Berton Brookfield Chewning was b. 6/18/1875, IA, according to this WWI reg. 
 
And Nita shows another child, Bebe Chewning, b. 7/21/1877; d. 9/6/1879. 
 
Franklin Pierce Chewning, b. 10/4/1879, Saline County, MO. 
 
1880 census, Salt Springs Precinct, Saline County, MO 
William Chewning, 35, farmer, b. in MO, parents b. in VA 
Ella Chewning, 28, keeping house, b. in IA, parents b. in OH 
Mary, 9, b. in MO 
Berton, 5, b. in IA 
Frank, 8/12, b. in MO 
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Frank Wright, brother-in-law, 25, laborer, b. in IA 
 
John Henry Chewning, b. 11/10/1882, in MO. 
 
Addie Luellen Louella ? Chewning, b. 1/9/1884, in MO 
 
Leah Beatrice? Chewning, b. 5/13/1888, in KS? 
 

Enrollment in GAR, 1889 
 

Notice that his address was Garden Plain, Sedgwick, KS. 
 
Kansas, Enrollment of Civil War Veterans, 1889 for Wm Chewning 
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William Granville Patsy Chewinng, pension granted, KansasCityTimes, 1.23.1891 
 
Grover Cleveland Chewning, b. 8/27/1891, in Indiana Territory, or Coffeyville, Montgomery, KS. 
 
This ledger is from the Kansas Grand Army of the Republic Bound Post Records, 1898, showing Granville William 
living in Coffeyville, Montgomery, KS.  Next page says date of muster, 3/26/1898, and ‘when suspended,’ 1900. 
Cause of discharge:  General Order. 
 
 

 
Granville William Chewning, KS GAR records, Coffeyville, Montgomery, KS 
 
 

 
William Granville Patsy Chewning, The Coffeyville Weekly Journal, 3.4.1898 
 
 

 
William Granville Patsy Chewning property, The Coffeyville Weekly, 4.1.1898 
 
1900 Coffeyville, Montgomery, KS directory 
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There is no listing for Chewning in the 1904 directory. 
 
1900 Coffeyville, Montgomery, KS 
William Chewning, 58, b. Feb. 1842, widowed, b. in MO, parents b. in VA, farmer, can’t tell if he rents or owns 
Burton, 24, Jan 1874?, b. in IA, father b. in MO, mother b. in IA, farmer 
Frank, 20, Oct. 1879, b. in MO, father b. in MO, mother b. in IA, farmer 
John, 18, Nov, 1881, b. in MO, etc., farmer 
Addie, 16, Jan. 1884, b. in MO, etc., at school 
Leah, 12, May 1888, b. in KS, etc., at school 
Grover, 8, Aug. 1891, b. in Indian Territory,  
Ray, 7, May, 1893, b. in Indian Territory 
Ralph, 7, May, 1893, b. in Indian Territory 
 
Ella obviously died prior to 1900; according to a family picture her birth and death information is:  b. 8/16/1853, d. 
10/14/1894. 
 

William d. in 1904 
 
A widow’s pension was filed at William’s death.  The certificate says died Mary 24, 19??; must be 1905, at Indian 
Territory.  The document reads: 
 
Name of Soldier:  Chewning, Granville P. 
Chewning, William (alias) 
Late rank:  Pt, 47 Regt. Ill. Inf. 
Date of filing:  1884 Dec. 10  Class:  Invalid 
Date of filing:  1907 April 6  by Minor 
See:  C59 Ill Inf., C9 Mo. Inf. 
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Apparently Franklin Pierce Chewning was made guardian of the youngest children (twins Ralph and James Roy): 
 

  
Granville William Patsy Chewning Civil War Pension record 
 
Taxes paid? owed? on William’s land: 

 
William Granville Pasty Chewning property, The Coffeyville Weekly Journal, 4.15.1910 
 

Cordelia d. in 1923 
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Joel Hyatt 
 

 
Joel Hyatt, drunk, Quincy Daily Herald, 12.6.1872 
 

 
Joel Hyatt, bakery, Coatsburg, Adams, IL, 4.15.1890 
 
Cordelia’s 2nd husband, Joel Hyatt, d. in 1906. 
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Joel Hyatt died at Quincy Soldiers and Sailors Home, 7.1906 
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Cordelia Ann Phillips Chewning Hyatt, death cert 
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Cordelia Ann Phillips Chewning Hyatt obit, QuincyJournal, 4.24.1923 
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Cordelia Ann Phillips Chewning Hyatt, will.1 
 
 
From Findagrave: 



 
Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 

 

- 27 - 

The obituary for Mrs. Cordelia Hyatt has been rewritten here in compliance with site and copyright rules. The 
original appeared in The Quincy [Illinois] Daily Journal newspaper on 24 April 1923, page 5. Additional information 
from her husband's and daughter's obituaries has also been included. 
___ 
 
Mrs. Cordelia Hyatt left six children to mourn her loss. 
 
She had been married twice, in her life. Her first marriage was to a Mr. Chewning, who was killed during the 
upheavals in Missouri during the U.S. Civil War. They had a son, William. 
 
She later married to Joel Hyatt. They had children, some of whom, including infant Dollie Hyatt and daughter Mrs. 
Henry W. Chandler, predeceased her.  
 
Surviving to mourn her loss in addition to her son William Chewning were children from her Hyatt marriage: Mrs. 
William Smith of Quincy; Mrs. Cal Fusselman of Quincy; Mrs. John Hibbert of Paloma, all in Adams county Illinois; 
and also Mrs. Milton McBroom of Red Oak Iowa, in whose Iowa home Mrs. Hyatt died. 
 
Mrs. Hyatt also had a son "who was last heard of in Mexico about five years ago." 
 
At the time Mrs. Hyatt died she had been a resident of Honey Creek township in Adams county Illinois for six 
decades. 
 
She was buried in Coatsburg cemetery in Coatsburg, Adams county Illinois, 23 April 1923. 
 
___ 
 
According to The Quincy Daily Journal, Monday, June 25, 1923, Cordelia Hyatt left a sum of $100 in her will to "each 
of her six children" as follows: 
 
Willis Chewning, Melvilla Fusselman, Joel Hyatt, Grace Smith, Martha Hibbert, and Tina C. McBrown. 
 
Jacob Wolfe was authorized to carry out her wishes. Any remainder to her estate was to be put in trust to maintain 
her lot at Coatsburg cemetery. 
 
NB: Some of her children had predeceased her.  
 
Also: Her daughter's surname was "McBrown" in her husband Joel Hyatt's obituary, and "McBrown" in her will 
article; and "McBroom" in her obituary and "McBroom" in a brief notice about decedent's move to her daughter's 
Iowa home for health reasons. Unclear which of her daughter Tina's married surnames are correct. 
 

- research and bio by Tree Leaf. 
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Son of William Granville Patsy and Cordelia Ann Phillips Chewning 
Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
 
1. Willis P. Chewning, b. 12/5/1864, Monticello, Lewis, MO; m 1st Mary F. Walters, 11/19/1885, Adams County, 

IL; m. 2nd Catherine M. Cody, 4/10/1901, Adams County, IL; d. 7/5/1934, Quincy, Adams, IL; buried in 
Greenmount Cemetery, Quincy, Adams, IL 

 
Children of William Granville Patsy and Ella Doak Wright Chewning 
Grandchildren of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
 
1. Mary Frances Chewning Spry Igon Elliott Dyer, b. 12/27/1870, Keokuk, Lee, IA; m. 1st Simon Spry, 10/5/1893, 

Alliance, Box Butte, NE; divorced 4/1895, Alliance, Box Butte, NE; m. 2nd Igon, before 1898; m. 3rd Charles 
Daniel Dan Elliott, 12/28/1898, Coffeyville, Montgomery, KS; divorced 5/27/1909, Marion County, AR; m. 4th 
Jack A. Dyer, after 1910 census; d. 2/24/1915, Carthage, Jasper, MO; buried in Elm Grove Cemetery, Edna, 
Labette, KS. 

 
2. Bertha L. Chewning, b. 12/20/1872, IA; d. 11/9/1874. 
 
3. Berton Brookfield Chewning, b. 6/18/1875, IA; m. 1st Ida Mae Bloomfield, 12/19/1908, Claremore, Rogers, OK; 

m. 2nd Mrs. Ida Bentley, 4/16/1929, Bartlesville, Washington, OK; d. 11/16/1946, Nowata County, OK; buried in 
Ball Cemetery, Childers, Nowata, OK. 

 
4. Franklin Pierce Chewning, b. 10/4/1879, Saline County, MO; m. Dora M. Dicie Beason, 12/21/1915, Childers, 

Nowata, OK; d. 5/23/1963, Pershing, Osage, OK; buried in Elm Grove Cemetery, Edna, Labette, KS. 
 
5. John Henry Chewning, b. 11/10/1881, Cole Camp, Benton, MO; m. Rosa L. Summers, 11/26/1901, Saint Joseph 

Buchanan, MO; d. 7/11/1954, Kansas City, Jackson, MO; buried in Floral Hills Memorial Gardens, Kansas City, 
Jackson, KS.  

 
6. Addie Luellen Louella Chewning Watson Schwaeble, b. 1/9/1884, MO; m. 1st William H. Watson, about 1903; 

m. 2nd Edward Schwaeble, 4/1920; divorced 2/17/1954, Kansas City, Wyandotte, KS; d. 9/9/1965, Trenton, 
Grundy, MO; buried in Maple Grove Cemetery, Trenton, Grundy, MO. 
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7. Leah Beatrice Chewning Adkins, b. 5/13/1888, KS; m. Orris A. Adkins, 9/1/1906, Pulaski County, AR; d. 
8/20/1972, Crane, Stone, MO; buried in Crane Community Cemetery, Crane, Stone, MO. 

 
8. Grover Cleveland Chewning, b. 8/22/1891, Coffeyville, Montgomery, KS, or Indian Territory, KS; m. 1st Rocepha 

Cepha Stone Campbell, 3/5/1916, Garland County, AR; m. 2nd Frances Elinor Dulaney, before 1948; d. 
10/2/1981, Henderson, Rusk, TX; buried in Lakewood Memorial Park, Henderson, Rusk, TX. 

 
9. James Roy Chewning, b. 5/27/1893, Wimer, Indian Territory, OK; m. Bertha May Hill, 6/6/1921, Nowata, 

Nowata, OK; d. 7/25/1968, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, OK; buried in Elm Grove Cemetery, Edna, Labette, KS. 
 

10. Ralph “Blackie” Chewning, b. 5/27/1893, Wimer, Indian Territory, OK; d. 4/11/1981, OK; buried in Elm Grove 
Cemetery, Edna, Labette, KS. 

 
From a note added to the photo I posted of the War Memorial at Monmouth Courthouse: 
 
scottandshirley2  Granville William Chewning was my grandfather on my fathers (Roy Chewning) side.  He married 
Ida Doak Walker and had 10 children.  My dad was a twin to Ralph Chewning.  My mother and Farther are buried in 
the Roy Chewning Family plot and my brother Allen Ray Chewning buried my dad's twin Ralph in the dad and 
mom's family plot in Edna, KS. 
 
Willis P. Chewning 
Son of William Granville and Cordelia A Phillips Chewning 
Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
 
 

 
Willis P Chewning, stone, Greenmount Cemetery, Quincy, Adams, IL 
 
 
1870 census, Honey Creek Twp., Adams County, IL 
Joel Hyatt, 47, farmer, real estate $1600, personal property $469, b. in PA 
Cordelia Hyatt, 25, keeping house, b. in IL 
Willis C Hyatt, 5, b. in IL 
Melissa, 3, b. in IL 
Joel, 3/12, b. in IL, Mar. 
 

Joel Hyatt – Cordelia’s second husband – arrested 
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Joel Hyatt, drunk, Quincy Daily Herald, 12.6.1872 
 
1880 census, Honey Creek Twp., Adams County, IL 
Joel Hyatt, 56, farmer, b. in PA, parents b. in PA 
Cordelia Hyatt, 34, keeping house, b. in IL, father b. in OH, mother b. in KY 
Willis Hyatt, 15, at school, b. in MO, father b. in PA, mother b. in IL 
Melvilla, 13, at school, b. in IL, father b. in PA, mother b. in IL 
Joel, 10, at school, b. in IL, father b. in PA, mother b. in IL 
Etta, 8, b. in IL, father b. in PA, mother b. in IL 
Martha E, 4, b. in IL, father b. in PA, mother b. in IL 
Grace E, 1, b. in IL, father b. in PA, mother b. in IL 
 

Willis’ first marriage, Mary F. Walters  
 

CHEWNING, WILLIS P WALTERS, MARY F 1885-11-19   4118 ADAMS 
 

 
Quincy Daily Journal, 11/17/1885 
 

Mrs. William Chewning killed in fire, 4/1890 
 

    
 
Mary F Walters Chewning, fire, Quincy Daily Journal, 4.30.1890.1 
 
Joel Hyatt opened a bakery: 
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4/15/1890 
 
The next article shows that there were two children in Willis’ family: 
 

Willis’ son died 
 

 
Willis P Chewning’s baby son died, Quincy Daily Herald 8/19/1890 
 
From the Adams County death index, I found that that baby’s name was Arthur. 
 
 
1900 census, Coatsburg, Adams, IL 
Joel Hyatt, 78, b. 1/1822, b. in PA, parents b. in PA, salesman, nursery, owns home, free 
Cordelia A Hyatt, 54, b. 10/1845, b. in IL, father b. in OH, mother b. in KY 
Tina E, 15, daughter, b. 3/1885, b. in IL, father b. in PA, mother b. in IL, at school 
William P Chewning, 35, step-son, b. 12/1864, b. in MO, father b. in MO, mother b. in IL, day laborer 
Harry Chewning, 14, step-grandson, b. 11/1885, b. in IL, parents b. in IL, at school 
 

Willis remarried in 1901 
 

 
Willis P Chewning, marr ann., Quincy Daily Whig, 3.31.1901 
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Willis P Chewning, marr., QuincyDailyJournal, 4.10.1901 
 
 
 

 
Willis P Chewning, QuincyDailyJournal, 4.1.1904 
 

 
Willis P Chewning, saloon fight, Quincy Daily Journal, 4.8.1904 
 
 

Joel Hyatt obit 
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Joel Hyatt died at Quincy Soldiers and Sailors Home, Quincy Daily Whig, 8.7.1906 
 

Willis in bar fight 
 

 
Willis P Chewning, QuincyDailyJournal, 4.1.1904 
 
 
 

 
Quincy Daily Journal, 4/8/1904 
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Willis P Chewing, 1906 directory, Quincy, Adams, IL 
 
1910 census, Quincy, Adams, IL    1026 Olive 
Willis Chewning, 45, m. 2, this marriage 9 yrs, b. in MO, parents b. in US, teamster, transfer co., rents home, 
teamster, stone company 
Kate M Chewning, 38, m. 1, 1 child b, 1 living, b. in IL, parents b. in Germany 
Earl C, 5, b. in IL, father b. in MO, mother b. in IL 
 
 
 

 
Harry G Chewning, fight, QuincyDailyWhig, 6.28.1913 
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Willis P Chewning, arrested, QuincyDailyWhig, 10.17.1915 
 

 
Quincy Daily Journal, 10/18/1915 
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Willis P. Chewning, fighting, QuincyDailyJournal, 10.18.1915 
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Willis P Chewning was arrested, dismissed, from Quincy Daily Journal, 10/28/1915 
 

 
Willis P Chewning, case dismissed, QuincyDailyWhig, 10.28.1915 
 

 
Willis P Chewning, anniversary, QuincyDailyHearld, 4.12.1919 
 
1920 census, Quincy, Adams, IL   207 Elm 
Willis Chewning, 54, rents, b. in MO, father b. in US, mother b. in IL 
Kate Chewning, 47, b. in IL, parents b. in Germany 
Earl, 15, b. in IL, father b. in IL, mother b. in MO 
 
1926 Quincy, Adams, IL, directory 
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1930 census, Quincy, Adams, IL   rear 312 Spring St. 
Willis Chewning, 65, rents, $15, b. in Washington, parents b. in IL, teamster, odd jobs, not a veteran 
Kate Chewning, 59, b. in IL, parents b. in Germany 
Earl C, 25, b. in IL, father b. in Washington, mother b. in IL 
 

Willis died 7/8/1934 
 

 
Willis P Chewning, obit, QuincyHeraldWhig, 7.5.1934 
 
Name:   Willis Chewning 
Birth Date:  5 Dec 1864 
Birth Place:  Monticello, MO 
Death Date:  5 Jul 1934 
Death Place:  Quincy, Adams, Illinois 
Burial Date:  8 Jul 1934 
Burial Place:  Quincy, Adams, Illinois 
Death Age:  69 
Occupation:  Teamster 
Race:   White 
Marital Status:  M 
Gender:   Male 
Father Name:  Granville Che… 
Mother Name:  Cornelia Waters 
Spouse Name:  Mrs. W. Chewning 
FHL Film Number: 1711833 
 
1940 census, Quincy, Adams, IL   ADAMS COUNTY JAIL 
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Earl Chewning, 35, prisoner, 1 yr hs, b. in IL, same place in 1935, institution 
 
Name:   Earl Chewning  
SSN:   347-10-9546 
Last Residence:  62301  Quincy, Adams, Illinois, USA 
BORN:   20 Sep 1904 
Died:   Oct 1972 
State (Year) SSN issued: Illinois (Before 1951) 
 
 
Children of Willis P. and Mary F. Walters Chewning 
Grandchildren of William Granville Patsy and Cordelia Ann Phillips Chewing 
Great Grandchildren of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
 
1. Harry G. Hap Chewning, 11/24/1887, Camp Point, Adams, IL; m. Lenora M. Wortman, 12/21/1910, Quincy, 

Adams, IL; d. 7/4/1955, Quincy, Adams, IL; buried in Graceland Cemetery, Quincy, Adams, IL. 
 
2. Arthur Chewning, b. 1889; d. 8/17/1890, Coatsburg, Adams, IL; buried in Gray Cemetery, Coatsburg, Adams, IL. 
 
Children of Willis P. and Catherine M. Kate Cody Chewning 
Grandchildren of William Granville Patsy and Cordelia Ann Phillips Chewing 
Great Grandchildren of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
 
1. Earl Conrad Chewning, b. 9/20/1904, Quincy, Adams, IL; d. 10/25/1972, Quincy, Adams, IL; buried in 

Greenmount, Quincy, Adams, IL. 
 
 
Harry G. Hap Chewning 
Son of Willis P. and Mary F. Walters Chewning 
Grandson of William Granville Patsy and Cordelia Ann Phillips Chewing 
Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
 

 
From FAG, stating he was police officer in Quincy, Adams, IL. 
 
There are countless articles in various Quincy, Adams, IL, newspapers concerning Harry; he was apparently a 
talented member of the Quincy Regata, and traveled with the team to various meets. 
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Harry was a member of the Illinois Naval Reserves:  
 

 
Quincy Daily Journal, 6/22/1907 
 
There’s a 1906 Quincy directory, showing Harry as a ‘polisher.’ 
 
1910 census, Quincy, Adams, IL 
William H Smith, 31, 
Grace Smith, 30, 
Ferna, 6, 
Harry Chewning, 22, nephew, b. in IL, parents b. in IL, sawyer, factory 
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Quincy Daily Journal, 12/21/1910 
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Harry G Chewning, marr ann., QuincyDailyHerald, 12.21.1910.1 
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Harry G Chewning marr ann., Quincy White, 12.22.1910.2 
 

 
Harry G Chewning, QuincyDailyHerald, 3.16.1911 
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Harry G Chewning, fight, QuincyDailyWhig, 6.29.1913 
 
 
 

 
 
1920 census, Quincy, Adams, IL   2051 Chestnut St. 
Harry G. Chewning, 33, rents, b. in IL, parents b. in IL, machinist, metal wheel foundry 
Nora M. Chewning, 32, b. in IL, parents b. in IL 
Beatrice E., 8, b. in IL, parents b. in IL 
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Harry G Chewning, music corp, QuincyDailyJournal, 11.27.1921 
 
1926 Quincy, Adams, IL, directory 

 
 
 
1930 census, Quincy, Adams, IL   125 N 14th  
Harry G Chewning, 43, rents, $20, m. at 24, b. in IL, parents b. in IL, machinist, tractor wheel factory 
Lenora M Chewning, 42, m. at 23, b. in IL, parents b. in IL 
Beatrice, 19, b. in IL, parents b. in IL, office acct, city clerk office 
 
1940 census, Quincy, Adams, IL   129 N 14th  
Harry G Chewning, 53, rents home, $20, 8 yrs school, b. in IL, same house in 1935, employed, 72 hrs/wk, police 
officer, city police, worked 52 wks, $1380 
Nora Chewning, 52, 8 yrs school, b. in IL, same house in 1935, housework,  
Beatrice, 29, 2 yrs hs, b. in IL, same house in 1935, 10 hrs/wk, seamstress, repair department, dry goods store, 
worked 20 wk, $300 
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1950 census, Quincy, Adams, IL 
Harry G. Chewning, 63, b. in IL, working, 40 hrs/wk, machinist, wheel factory 
Lenora L. Chewning, 62, b. in IL, housework,  
Beatrice E. Price, 39, daughter, b. in IL, working, 40 hrs/wk, clerk, department store  
George Price, 43, son-in-law, b. in MI, working, 40 hrs/wk, timekeeper, pump factory 
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Lenora Wortman Chewning, obit, QuincyHeraldWhig, 12.30.1964 
 
Arthur Chewning 
Son of Willis P. and Mary F. Walters Chewning 
Grandson of William Granville Patsy and Cordelia Ann Phillips Chewing 
Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
 

 
Willis P Chewning's baby son died, Quincy Daily Herald 8.19.1890 
 
Earl Conrad Chewing 
Son of Willis P. and Catherine M. Kate Cody Chewning 
Grandson of William Granville Patsy and Cordelia Ann Phillips Chewing 
Great Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
 
Earl Conrad Chewning, b. 9/20/1904, Quincy, Adams, IL; d. 10/25/1972, Quincy, Adams, IL; buried in Greenmount, 
Quincy, Adams, IL. 
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Earl C Chewning stone, Greenmount Cemetery, Quincy, Adams, IL 
 
1940 census, Quincy, Adams, IL.   Adams County Jail 
many prisoners… 
Earl Chewning, 35, single, 1 yr hs, b. in IL, same place in 1935, unemployed, institution 
 

   
Earl Conrad Chewning, WWII reg.1 
 
1950 census, Quincy, Adams, IL 
Earl C. Chewning, 45, single, b. in IL, other work 
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Earl Conrad Chewing, obit, QuincyHeraldWhig, 10.25.1972  
 
 

 
Earl Conrad Chewning, QuincyHeraldWhig, 11.5.1972 
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Name:   Earl Chewning  
SSN:   347-10-9546 
Last Residence:  62301  Quincy, Adams, Illinois, USA 
BORN:   20 Sep 1904 
Died:   Oct 1972 
State (Year) SSN issued: Illinois (Before 1951) 
 
 
Mary Frances Chewning Spry Igon Elliott Dyer 
Daughter of William Granville Patsy and Ellen Doak Wright Chewning 
Granddaughter of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
 

 
Charles Daniel Dan Elliott, stone, Park View Cemetery, Manteca, San Joaquin, CA 
 
Mary Frances Chewning Spry Igon Elliott Dyer, b. 12/27/1870, Keokuk, Lee, IA; m. 1st Simon Spry, 10/5/1893, Box 
Butte County, NE; divorced 4/1895, Alliance, Box Butte, NE; m. 2nd Igon, before 1898; m. 3rd Charles Daniel Dan 
Elliott, 12/28/1898, Coffeyville, Montgomery, KS; divorced 5/27/1905, Marion County, AR; m. 4th Jack A. Dyer, after 
1910 census; d. 2/24/1915, Carthage, Jasper, MO; buried in Elm Grove Cemetery, Edna, Labette, KS. 
 

Questions about Mary 
 

8/2023: I found another marriage record that seems to be for Mary, dated 1893 in Box Butte County, NE, listing 
G.W. Chewning and Ella Wright as her parents.  Showing ‘May Chewning’ marrying Simon Spry, it appears in all 
ways to pertain to Mary.  Unless there was another daughter named May, for whom I have no record, I have to 
assume this is Mary.  I also have a newspaper article about her divorce in 1895, and that she is granted her maiden 
name, which would explain why she doesn’t show in records as Mary or May Spry.  Simon Spry accuses her of 
having a prior marriage that wasn’t officially ended, so I guess she committed bigamy.   
 
Mary at times appears as Mary Igon.  I have no idea who Igon was.  Then she married Charles David Elliott, 
divorced him, married J.A. Dyer. 
 
After much struggle, I found her death cert, showing that she died in Carthage, Jasper, MO, from suicide at the age 
of 44.  Her brother Grover was her informant.  She was buried in Edna, KS, which means she was buried with some 
of her siblings. 
 
1880 census, Salt Springs, Saline, MO 
William Chewning, 35, farmer, b. in MO, parents b. in VA 
Ella Chewning, 28, keeping house, b. in IA, parents b. in OH 
Mary, 9, b. in MO 
Berton, 5, b. in IA 
Frank, 8/12, b. in MO 
Frank Wright, brother-in-law, 25, laborer, b. in IA 
 
There’s an article in the Alliance Times Herald, Alliance, Box Butte, NE, newspaper, dated 2/10/1893, saying Simon 
Spry found someone to watch his saloon while he visits Missouri.  Is he visiting Mary/May?  Or his parents in 
Pickering, MO? 
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6/10/1892 
 
There are also numerous ads for Spry selling lots in the Hill Addition.  He also collected a salary as marshall. 
 

Marriage to Simon Spry 
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May Chewning Spry, marr cert, Box Butte County, NE 
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May Chewing Spry, TheAlliance,NE,Times, 12.29.1893 
 

 
May Chewning Spry, Simon Spry, TheAlliance,NE,Times, 12.14.1894 
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May Chewning Spry, divorce, TheAlliance,NE,Times, 4.5.1895 
 
Who or where is this Igon guy? 
 
 

 
Mary Frances Chewning Spry Igon Elliott Dyer, house, The Coffeyville Daily Journal, 2.7.1898 
 

 
Mary Frances Chewning Spry Igon Elliott Dyer, The Coffeyville Daily Journal, 6.30.1898 
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2nd marriage, to Elliott 
 

 
Mary Frances Chewning Spry Igon Elliott Dyer, marr. lic to Elliott, The Coffeyville Daily Journal, 12.22.1898 
 

 
Mary Frances Chewning Spry Igon Elliott, marr cert, TheCoffeyvilleRecord, 12.22.1898 

 

 
Mary Frances Chewning Spry Igon Elliott Dyer marr., TheCoffeyvilleDailyJournal, 12.29.1898 
 
From a ’15 years ago’ column: 
 

 
Mary Frances Chewning Spry Igon Elliott Dyer, marr. The Coffeyville Daily Journal, 12.29.1913 
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Mary Frances Chewning Spry Igon Elliott Dyer, marr, TheCoffeyvilleWeeklyJournal, 12.30.1898 
 



 
Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 

 

- 58 - 

 
Charles Daniel and Mary Frances Chewning Spry Igon Elliott, marr, TheCoffeyvilleGaslight, 12.31.1898 
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Mary Frances Chewning Spry Igon Elliott Dyer, TheCoffeyvilleGaslight, 12.31.1898 
 
Kansas, Marriages 
Name    Charles D Elliott 
Event Type   Marriage 
Event Date   28 Dec 1898 
Event Place   Coffeyville, Montgomery, Kansas, United States 
Gender    Male 
Age    38 
Marital Status   Married 
Birth Year (Estimated)  1860 
Spouse's Name   Mary F Igon 
Spouse's Gender   Female 
Spouse's Age   28 
Spouse's Birth Year (Estimated) 1870 
 
Name:  Charles D Elliott 
Gender:  Male 
Age:  38 
Birth Date: abt 1860 
Marriage Date: 28 Dec 1898 
Marriage Place: Coffeyville, Montgomery, Kansas, USA 
Spouse:  Mary F 
Film Number: 001404633 
 

The relationship between Mary Frances, her sister Leah, and the Elliott last name. 
 

I think, because Leah spent time with, or was somewhat raised by, her sister Mary Frances, that Leah either saw 
herself as part of the Elliott family, or something.   
 
I found the following picture that I THINK shows Mary Frances and her sister Leah, on the far left.   
 
It was taken in early 1900s, in Cotter, Baxter, AR.   
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Mary Frances Chewning Spry Igon Elliott Dyer, Leah B Chewning Adkins, BaxterBulletin, MountainHome, Baxter, 
AR, 1.30.1969 
 
The 1900 census is very interesting – it shows brother Grover and sister Leah living with her.  They are also shown 
on their father’s census in Coffeyville, Montgomery, KS.  Remember, their mother, Ellen, died in 1894.  
 
Both are shown as having Elliott as their last name in this record. 
 
1900 census, Van Buren Twp., Crawford County, AR 
Charles D Elliott, 40, b. 5/1860, m. 2 yrs, b. in IL, father b. in Canada, mother b. in IL; RR engineer, owns home 
Mary F Elliott, 20, b. 12/1870, m. 2 yrs, 0 children b., 0 living, b. in IA, father b. in MO, mother b. in IA 
Elmer, 8, b. 10/1891, b. in AR, father b. unknown, mother b. in IL.  (This is Mary’s stepson) 
Grover, 8, son, b. 8/1891, b. in Indian Terr., father b. in IA, mother b. ?? maybe Indian territory 
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Leah, 12, sister-in-law, b. 5/1888, b. in KS, father b. in MO, mother b. in IA, attended 8 months school 
 
I think this is really a divorce record: 
 
Name   Mary F Elliot 
Gender   Female 
Age   39 
Birth Year  abt 1870 
Residence  Cotter, Baxter, Arkansas 
Spouse's Name  C D Elliot 
Spouse's Gender  Male 
Spouse's Age  49 
Spouse's Residence Cotter, Baxter, Arkansas 
Marriage Date  27 May 1909 
Marriage License Date 26 May 1909 
Marriage County  Marion 
Event Type  Marriage 
FHL Film Number 1031101 
Household Members  
Name Age 
Mary F Elliot  
C D Elliot  
 
 

 
Waverly Hotel, Cotter, Baxter, AR, 1904 
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Sister Leah married Orris A. Adkins, in Pulaski County, AR, in 1906. 
 
Jack Dyer, a roomer in 1910, becomes her next husband. 
 
1910 census, Whiteville Twp., Baxter County, AR 
Mary F. Elliott, 39, divorced, 0 children b., b. in IA, father b. in MO, mother b. in IA, keeper, hotel, owner operator, 
rents home mortgage 
Grover C Chewning, 19, brother, b. in OK, father b. in MO, mother b. in IA, clerk, railroad station 
William R Childres, 39,  
Cornelious S. Allen, 21, 
Bert Harrison, 36, 
Clairborne Harrison, 16, 
Jack Dyer, 48, divorced, roomer, b. in MO, parents b. in US, conductor, RR,  
Low McLamore, 25,  
 

Mary married Jack Dyer between 1900 and 1913 
 

 
Mary Frances Chewning Igon Elliott Dyer, hotel, ArkansasDemocrat, 4.28.1913 
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Mary Frances Chewning Igon Elliott Dyer, hotel, BaxterBulletin, 5.2.1913 
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Mary Frances Chewning Igon Elliott Dyer, hotel, TheSpringfieldNewsLeader, 12.9.1913 
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Mary Frances Chewing Igon Elliott Dyer,TheSouthernStandard,12.11.1913 
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Mary Frances Chewning Spry Igon Elliott Dyer, TheSouthernStandard, 12.18.1913 
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The hotel changed hands again, according to an article dated 8/13/1914.   
 

 
1944 
 

 
Mary Frances Chewning Spry Igon Elliott Dyer, ArkansasDemocrat, 10.30.1914 
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Mary Frances Chewning Spry Igon Elliott Dyer, DailyArkansasGazette, 12.10.1914 
 

  
Mary Frances Chewning Spry Igon Elliott Dyer DailyArkansasGazette, 2.2.1915 
 

Mary’s death was likely suicide 
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Mary Frances Chewning Igon Elliott Dyer, suicide, TheSouthernStandard, 3.4.1915 
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Mary Frances Chewning Igon Elliott Dyer, The Coffeyville Daily Journal, 3.5.1915 
 

Mary’s will 
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Mary Frances Chewning Igon Elliott Dyer, will 
 
This article, which references a situation in 1916, joins Orris A. Adkins (husband of Leah Beatrice Chewning Adkins) 
and Jack Dyer (husband of Mary Frances): 
 



 
Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 

 

- 78 - 

   
Orris A Adkins, Jack Dyer, TheCraneChronicle, 11.26.1936 
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Bertha L. Chewning 
Daughter of William Granville Patsy and Ellen Doak Wright Chewning 
Granddaughter of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
 
Bertha’s name, and birth information, came from Nita Chewning’s genealogy.  I haven’t seen any physical source for 
Bertha. 
 
Berton Brookfield Chewning 
Son of William Granville and Ellen Doak Wright Chewning 
Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
 
Berton Brookfield Chewning, b. 6/18/1875, IA; m. 1st Ida May Bloomfield, 12/19/1908, Claremore, Rogers, OK; m. 
2nd Mrs. Ida Bentley, 4/16/1929, Bartlesville, Washington, OK; d. 11/16/1946, Nowata County, OK; buried in Ball 
Cemetery, Childers, Nowata, OK. 
 

 
Berton Brookfield Chewning, The Coffeyville, KS, Daily Journal, 7.30.1903 
 

First marriage, to Ida Mae Bloomfield, 1908 
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1910 census, Nowata, Nowata, OK 
Burton B Chewning, 34, m. 1, b. in IA, father b. in MO, mother b. in IA, pumper in oil field, rents home 
Ida M Chewning, 21, m. 1, 0 children, b. in KS, father b. in MO, other b. in PA 
 
 
 

 
 
1920 census, Armstrong Twp., Nowata County, OK 
Bert Chewning, 44, b. in OH, parents b. in USA 
Ida Chewning, 32, b. in KS, father b. in MO, mother b. in PA 
 

Second marriage to Mrs. Ida Bentley, 1929 
 

Both Berton and the second Ida were living in Delaware, Nowata, OK, at the time of their marriage. 
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Berton Brookfield and Ida Bently Chewning, marr, NowataDailyStar, 4.16.1929 
 
 

 
Berton Brookfield and Ida Bentley Chewning, marr, MorningExaminer, 4.17.1929 
 
1930 census, Armstrong Twp., Nowata County, OK 
BB Chewning, 54, owns farm, m. at 32, b. in IA, father b. in MO, mother b. in IA, farmer, general farm 
Ida M Chewning, 42, m. at 20, b. in KS, parents b. in MO 
 
Berton’s 1st wife, Ida Mae Bloomfield Chewning, remarried in 1936: 
 
RANDALL Frank 48 CHEWNING Ida M 48 14 Jul 1936 11-36 
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Berton Brookfield Chewning, NowataMorningExaminer, 10.5.1937 
 

 
Berton Brookfield Chewning, NowataMorningExaminer, 1.30.1938 

 
Berton d. in 1946 

 

 
Berton Brookfield Chewning, obit, NowataDailyStar, 11.16.1946 
 
This line item from Nowata County, OK, genealogy website :  
 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~oknowata/Ball%20Cemetery.html 
 
CHEWNING, Berton B 1875 1946 N sev years lived with bro OK, surv 5 bro Frank,Ralph,John 
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I’m curious why brother Grover Cleveland Chewning, who lived until 1981, wasn’t mentioned.  Or sisters Addie and 
Leah, for that matter. 
 
I found OK death records online, shows Berton B Chewing, d. Nowata County, 11/16/1946. 
 
 
 
Franklin Pierce Chewning 
Son of William Granville and Ellen Doak Wright Chewning 
Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 

 
Franklin Pierce Chewning stone, Elm Grove Cemetery, Edna, Labette, KS 
 

 
Franklin Pierce Chewning, The Coffeyville Weekly, 4.8.1904 
 
Franklin was apparently still living near Wimer, Craig, OK, in 1907: 
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Franklin Pierce Chewning, Chetopa Advance, 10.4.1907 
 
1910 census, Twp., 2, Craig County, OK 
Frank P Chenning, 31, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, farmer, general farming, rents farm,  
Ralph Chenning, 16, brother, b. in MO, parents b. in MO,  
Earl Lumon?, 17, boarder, b. in OK, parents b. in OK 
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Franklin Pierce Chewning, The Coffeyville, Montgomery, KS, Weekly Journal, 10.7.1910 
 

 
 

 
Franklin Pierce Chewning, Cherryvale, Montgomery, KS, The Daily Republican, 8.13.1915 
 

Franklin married in Nowata County, OK 
 

CHEWNING F P 36 BEASON Dicie 16 21 Dec 1915 3-117  
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Ruthdale is in Nowata County, OK. 
 
Wilbur, was b. 12/4/1917, in Delaware, Nowata, OK, per his death cert. Dicie’s parents live in Delaware at the 
time (per father James Earl Beason’s WWI reg).  Franklin registered for WWI from Delaware, Nowata, OK.  By 1920, 
Dicie’s parents were living in Vernon County, MO.   
 

Wife Dicie d. in 1918, after childbirth 
 

 
Dora Dicie M Beason Chewning, obit, TheCoffeyvilleSun, 7.16.1918 
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Franklin Pierce Chewning, ThePershingGazette, 8.25.1921 
 

 
Franklin Pierce Chewning, ThePershingGazette, 10.20.1921 
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Franklin Pierce Chewning, Wilbur, TheBarnsdallTimes, 7.13.1922.1 
 
 

Wilber Chewning’s file from Eastern Oklahoma Hospital 
 

Eastern Oklahoma Hospital was an asylum for the insane, and Wilber became a patient there in 1934.  Amongst his 
papers is information concerning his mother’s death.   
 
Wilber’s history states that Dicie died from ‘convulsion at birth of child,’ at the age of 18.  The baby – Marion – 
died at birth, which was 7/14/1918.  The file states that the birth was in a hospital, but I’m not sure where. 
 
Shirley Chewning, daughter of James Roy Chewning (Frank’s brother), gave this packet of information to Nita, 
which follows, below.  I didn’t upload it to ancestry, other than Wilbur’s death cert. 
 
Haven’t found a 1920 census for Frank or Wilbur. 
 
1930 census, Pershing, Osage, OK 
Frank P Chewning, 50, owns home, $500, radio, widow, b. in MO, father b. in MO, mother b. in IA, retail merchant, 
garage, not a vet 
Wilburn M Chewning, 13, attended school, reads and writes, b. in OK, father b. in MO, mother b. in TN 
 

Wilber’s committal to Eastern Oklahoma Hospital for the Insane, 2/23/1934 
 

These commitment papers are difficult to read.  It seems, from his death cert, they are saying that his condition or 
injury came from birth.  Under ‘manner of injury,’ the date of birth is stated.  He is listed as having ‘extreme mental 
insufficiency.’ 
 
An uncle is also listed on these commitment papers, but I can’t read which uncle is named. 
 
Dicie Beason Chewning, Wilbur’s mother, was said to have died from ‘convulsions at birth.’  That would have been 
the birth of their second son, Marion, who died at birth. 
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Notice is says that a ‘maternal aunt has been confined in a hospital for nervous diseases.’ That referred to Leah 
Beatrice Chewning Adkins, who was an inmate in an institution on both the 1920 and 1930 census records. 
 
1920 census, Washington Twp., Vernon County, MO   State Hospital #3 
pages of inmates 
Leah Adkins, 33, b. in MO, parents b. unknown 
 
1930 census, Washington Twp., Vernon County, MO   State Hospital #3 
pages of inmates 
Leah Adkins, 40, b. in KS, parents b. in US 
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Wilbur M. Chewning d. 8/28/1936, in Craig County, OK.  I found OK death records online. 
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1940 census, Pershing, Osage, OK 
Ralph Chewning*, 46, owns home, $200, divorced, 5 yrs school, b. in OK, same place in 1935, employed 12 hrs, 
auto mechanic, garage, worked 52 wks, $520 income 
F P Chewning, 61, brother, widowed, 5 yrs school, b. in OK, same place in 1935 
 
Notice that on Franklin’s WWII reg, his brother, Ralph, is listed as Ralph Schewning 
 

 

 
 
Brother Berton Brookfield Chewning’s cemetery information (1946) says that he lived for several years with a 
brother in Pershing.  I would presume that was Frank.  Could have been Ralph, I guess. 
 
1950 census, Pershing, Osage, OK 
Franklin P. Chewning, 70, widowed, b. in MO, pensioner,  
Ralph Chewning, 57, brother, widowed, b. in OK, working, 45 hrs/wk, auto mechanic, garage 
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Frank’s brother, John Henry Chewning, d. 7/11/1954.  In his obit, Frank is listed as living in Pershing, OK, as is 
another brother, Ralph. 
 
Franklin died 5/23/1963, in Osage County, OK, and was buried in Elm Grove Cemetery, Edna, Labette, KS. 
 
 

 
Franklin Pierce Chewning, obit, TheBarnsdallTimes, 5.30.1963 
 


