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The children of 
Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 

Siblings of Moses William Chewning 
 

October 15, 2023 
 

1.  John Washington Chewning: Granville Washington through John Benjamin  
2.  John Washington Chewning: Bettie Vinson 
3.  John Washington Chewning: Theodosia through Moses William 
4.   John Washington Chewning: Sarah Boonie through Charles Louis 
5.  Catherine E. Chewning Tucker - James Madison Chewning son Thomas Edward 
6.   James Madison Chewning: Martha Ellen through Bertha Lee 
7.  Mary Frances Chewning Noe 
8.  William Granville Patsy Chewning:  through Franklin Pierce 
9.  William Granville Patsy Chewning:  John Henry through Ralph “Blackie” 
10.   Elizabeth A. Bettie Chewning – Stephen A. Douglass Chewning 
 
Beginning in 2013, I had a series of messages via ancestry.com with a cousin researching her line from William 
Granville.  She is Shirley Jean Chewning Harris, daughter of James Roy and Bertha Hill Chewning. 
 
The following is a copy of those messages: 
 
 
10/8/2013 
 
Good morning. My names is Pamela Downes West, and my gr gr gr grandfather was Granville Washington 
Chewning, father of Moses William Chewning, grandfather of Theodore Chewning, gr grandfather of Letha 
Florence Chewning Downes, gr gr grandfather of Herville Finley Downes, and then me. 
 
I have been working on the Chewnings for several years. I notice that you have found my tree at ancestry.com.  
 
My dad and I have met with Keith Owen in Missouri. My dad was raised close to that area, and visited annually 
through the 30s and into the 1940s. Dad knew Aunt Annie, Uncle Vard (Keith's grandparents), along with Aunt Effie 
and others of the Chewnings. 
 
We have made four or five trips to the area in the last few years gathering court documents, etc.  
 
I have more to scan and post to my tree, which I hope to get to next year.  
 
My tree is Downes/Chewning/Woodworth/Brakeman....or something like that:)  
 
Pam 

 
SC 
Pam, I am very glad to hear from you. I am the only living child of Roy Chewning and Bertha Hill. My dad died in 
1968 at 75 and his father was Granville William Chewning and Ella Doak Wright. Dads mother died when he was 1 
in 1894 and his grandfather was Granville Washington Chewning. Moses Chewning would have been dad's uncle 
brother of Granville William Granville, He died in 1905. We have traced back to Samuel Chowning changed to 
Chewning in Europe. Samuel came over here from Ireland and England. We also have talked to Sarah See in 
Missouri and her grandfather was John Henry Chewning which would have been my Dad's brother. I also have met 
him, Uncle Frank, Uncle John, Uncle Burton, and Aunt Addie visited our home when I was about 10 years old. I think 
you are down from the Mosses side of Dad's family but we are down from the Granville William side which is 



 
Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 

 

- 2 - 

Mosses brother or my Dad's uncle. We have traced back to Samuel Chewning, Chowning which send you to Ireland 
and we think Samuel came here form Ireland. Sarah See side of the family are in Missouri where Granville 
Washington had bought several tracts of land on the Mississippis river side of Missouri. Samuel had a grandson 
which was Captain John Chewning which had my research stopped until we found he was a Captain. Sarah See and 
gone on back to the 1100 in her research as the Samuel Chowning name was called in England Chewning. You may 
run in to some of the Chowning name and that is why.  
 
We love this and I had worked on this several years ago but quit because it was so hard and Ancestry was not as 
good as it is now. So I rejoined and have found more and more and run into more Chewnings. We are from 
Oklahoma as dad and Ralph his twin was born Indian Territory but Uncle Frank the all the other Chewning was born 
in Missouri of the Granville William and Ella Doak. Sarah said all her family and any Chewning they know are red 
headed. We are Dark Hair and Brown Eyes from my dad Roy and he had to add a name to join the army so he 
named himself James Roy Chewning. The census has it Roy but it is look like Ray Chewning & Ralph (twins) so that 
has made is real hard.  
 
Go to our family tree Chewning Family Tree and ck it our. It is a change but we have about 11 generations in it 
counting my grandchildren so it is hard to print but I printed it our in pages and glued it together to just trace my 
Dad side up to Samuel Chewning. Sarah and I think that is the start of the Chewning in the United States. So see if 
you can get back to Samuel Chewning.  
Let me Know and again it has been fun tracing back as we just wanted to know where and how did we get here. 
06:20 PM 

 

 
JUNE 4, 2014 
SC 
Pam, I visited my parents grave site in Edna Kansas last month and we also went to the city hall to get a copy of the 
different plots where uncle Frank Chewning and his wife were buried. I knew about it but we are trying to find 
where William Granville Chewning (my dad' dad and his mother Ella Doak Wright Chewning are buried. We found 
that the family plot my Uncle Frank is buried was pd for by George H. Chewning brother to Granville Chewning and 
son of Granville Washington chewning. We are going to call the records lady in Edna, Kansas to see who else is 
buried there. But the George Chewning name on the plot was the owner of the plot but he is buried in Missouri. So 
my question is do you or your family have any reocord of this as Uncle Frank has a headstone but no one else and I 
know my parents knew he was buried by his wife years ago. Give me a note if that sounds like anything you might 
know about. My brother was wanting to put a stone there if it is right. Thanks Shirley Chewning Harris 

 
JUNE 5, 2014 
 
Good morning, Shirley. Great to hear from you again. I haven't worked your line in-depth yet, so you are ahead of 
me. I don't know anything about the purchase of burial plots, but find it interesting that a brother in MO (George 
Hanvey Chewning) would purchase lots for his brother in KS. I've' been to where George Hanvey Chewning is 
buried (same place as my gr gr grandfather, Moses William Chewning).  
 
Did you know that your grandfather's name is on a Civil War memorial in Monmouth, Warren, IL (which is the town 
in which I was born). Also, Granville William Chewning was married to Cordelia Phillips prior to his marriage to Ella 
Doak Wright. He apparently abandoned? her and his first family, remarried, and only much later did his first son 
become aware of this second family. The story was that she suggested he was a Confederate sympathizer to her 
friends....don't know, of course, about the validity of this, but he did have a prior marriage. 
 
Have you any idea where Granville William and Ella are buried? 
 
I have a lot to do on the Chewnings still, even though I feel like I've been working on them for years! 
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Pam 

 
03:54 PM 
Shirley, if you will send me you email, I'll send what I have on your line. 
 
Pam 

 

 
SC 
Yes, we think they are buried in the plot paid for by George Hanvey Chewning which is on the city records in Edna 
Kansas. We think Ella Doak was buried there in 1894 when my dad was 1 year old and cared for by his brother my 
Uncle Frank Chewning. My dad walked me over to an area where Frank his buried and told me that his mother and 
dad was buried there he thought. Uncle Frank has a stone and later after both my parents died Uncle Ralph dad's 
twin was buried by my brother in my mother and dad's family plot down from where Uncle Franks is buried which 
show's bought and pd for by George Haney Chewning which is my dad's uncle. The plot is for 6 and I think that 
family plot was full so Ralph was buried by my mother as he out lived all of them. Mother and dad's plot was under 
dad's name Roy Chewning  
 
Waiting to hear from you soon. I guess we could be considered gr gr gr gr gr cousins maybe. 
 
Shirley Chewning Harris 
Shirley 
 
FEBRUARY 26, 2015 
SC 
scottandshirley@att.net is my email address. It is wrong the way ancestry has it 
05:49 PM 
Pam. We only have the same information on the owner of the burial plots as John Chewning We heard he was 
married before and she was pregnant we they parted but he did not know it. We were told they joined up with 
different armies. She remarried and raised the child under a different name than CHEWNING. This is really 
interesting. I also thought maybe the plot was paid for by one of Granville Washington's brothers. That would be an 
uncle as maybe he and his wife lost several children and babies 
Before my dad Roy Chewning was born. The more we learn the more confused l get. 
 
 

William Granville Patsy Chewning 
Son of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 

 
John Henry Chewning 
Son of William Granville and Ella Doak Wright Chewning 
Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
 
John Henry Chewning, b. 11/10/1881, Cole Camp, Benton, MO; m. Rosa L. Summers, 11/26/1901, Saint Joseph 
Buchanan, MO; d. 7/11/1954, Kansas City, Jackson, MO; buried in Floral Hills Memorial Gardens, Kansas City, 
Jackson, KS.  
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John Henry Chewning, The Coffeyville Daily Journal, 4.12.1900 
 

 
John Henry Chewning, TheCoffeyvilleWeeklyJournal, 4.13.1900 
 

 
John Henry Chewning, The Coffeyville Weekly Journal 7.27.1900 
 

John married Rosa L. Summers in 1901 
 
 

 
 
1909 Kansas City, Jackson, MO directory 

 
 
1910 census, Kansas City, Jackson, MO 
John Chewing, 27, m 8 yrs, b. in KS, parents b. unknown, washer, laundry, rents home 
Rosa Chewing, 24, m 8 yrs, 4 children born, 4 living, b. in KS, father b. in IN, mother b. in IL 
Leroy, 7, b. in MO, parents b. in KS 
Darrow, 5, same 
Mack, 1, same 
Don, 6/12, same 
Sarah A S Pager, 65, mother-in-law, 8 children b, 7 living, b. in IN, parents b. in KY 
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1910 Kansas City, Jackson, MO directory 
Chewning, John H engineer, Washington Laundry r 1610 Holmes 
 
1911 Kansas City, Jackson, MO directory 

 
 
1914 Kansas City, Jackson, MO directory 
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In 1918, John Henry Chewning lived in Kansas City 
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1919 Kansas City, Jackson, MO directory 
Chewing, John H, mgr 1300 Forest Ave 
 
1920 Kansas City, Jackson, MO directory 

 
 
1921 Kansas City, Jackson, MO directory 
Chewning, John H fore Globe Laundry r 2149 E 24th 
 
They are not in the 1923 Kansas City, Jackson, MO directory 
 
1924 Kansas City, Jackson, MO directory 
 

 
 
1925 Kansas City, Jackson, MO 
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Chewning, John H washer man A F Bain   h 2617 E 57th  
Chewning, Wiliam D clk J D Solomon  r 2617 E 57th  
 
1926 Kansas City, Jackson, MO directory 

 
 
 
1927 Kansas City, Jackson, Mo directory 

 
 
 
1928 Kansas City, Jackson, MO directory 

 
 
Jefferson City, MO, is about 155 miles east of Kansas City. 
 
Alta lists her occupation as shoeworker in the Tweedie plant, which was in Jefferson City.   
 
1929 Jefferson City, Cole, MO, directory 
Chewning, Alta, shoewkr Tweedie Footware Corp  r 710 E High 
Chewning, Harold M, stdt, 112 Lafayette 
Chewning, John H (Rose) guard h 112 Lafayette 
Chewning, LeRoy (Alta) mech r 112 Lafayette 
 
1929 Kansas City, Jackson, MO, directory 
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1930 Kansas City, Jackson, MO directory 

 
 
1930 census, Kansas City, Jackson, MO  3926 Woodland Ave. 
John H Chewning, 47, rents home, $30, radio, m. at 20, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, superintendent, state hospital 
laundry 
Rose L Chewning, 44, m. at 17, b. in KS, father b. in MO, mother b. in IL,  
Lee R, 27, b. in MO, father b. in MO, mother b. in KS, taxi driver, taxi cab co. 
Harrold M, 20, b. in MO, father b. in MO, mother b. in KS, draftsman, oil refinery 
Charley O Morris, 60, lodger, widowed, m. at 33, b. in KY, parents b. in KY, interior decorator, self 
 

Son William Darrell’s wife, baby died in 1932 
 

William’s wife died of pneumonia when she was 7 months pregnant.  The baby was delivered, but lived only 8 
days. 
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1932 Kansas City, Jackson, MO directory 

 
 
1939 census, Mission Twp., Johnson County, MO 
J H Chewning, 4 persons on household  (John, Rosa, Harrold and Leroy?) 
 
1940 census, Mission Twp., Johnson County, MO   4218 
John H Chewning, 55, rents home, $30, 8 yrs school, b. in MO, rural Johnson County, KS, in 1935, employed, 
laundry superintendent, hospital, private work, 52 wks, $1680 income 
Rose L Chewning, 50, 4 yrs hs, b. in KS, 35 hrs/wk, proprietor, lunch tavern, 0 wks, 0 income 
Leroy, 33, 4 yrs hs, b. in MO, 45 hrs/wk, proprietor, lunch tavern, 0 wks, 0 income 
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1950 census, Kansas City, Jackson, MO 
John J. Chewning, 65, b. in MO, working, 48 hrs/wk, laundry dept, hotel 
Rosa L. Chewning, 66, b. in KS, housework 
Lee R Chewning, 45, b. in MO, working, 48 hrs/wk, driver, cab co. 
Wilma M. Chewning, 26, b. in MO, working, 40 hrs/wk, waitress, cafeteria 
Carolyn M., 5, b. in MO, 
Patricia L., 3, b. in MO, 
Shirley L., 1, b. in MO, 
Sarah E., Aug. b. in MO, 
 

50th Wedding anniversary 
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John Henry Chewning, 50th wedding ann., The Kansas City Times, 11.27.1951 
 

 
Chewnings, 1952 Kansas City, Jackson, MO, directory 
 

John d. 7/11/1954 
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John Henry Chewning obit, The Kansas City Times, 7.12.1954 
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Rosa L Summers Chewning obit, The Kansas City Times, 3.3.1973 
 
Children of John Henry and Rosa L. Summers Chewning 
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Grandchildren of William Granvile Patsy and Ellen Doak Wright Chewning 
Great Grandchildren of Granville Washington and mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
 
LeRoy Chewning 
 
William Darrell Chewning 
 
Harold McCord Chewning 
 
Donald Porter Chewning 
 
 
LeRoy Chewning 
Son of John Henry and Rosa L. Summers Chewning 
Grandson of William Granvile Patsy and Ellen Doak Wright Chewning 
Great Grandson of Granville Washington and mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
 
 

 
Leroy Chewning, TheKansasCityTimes, 3.4.1957 
 
William Darrell Chewning 
Son of John Henry and Rosa L. Summers Chewning 
Grandson of William Granvile Patsy and Ellen Doak Wright Chewning 
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Great Grandson of Granville Washington and mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
 

 
William Darrell Chewning, WWII reg.1 
 
 

 
Beverly D Chewning hs yearbook 1946, Kansas City, Jackson, MO 
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William Darrell Chewning, marr cert 
 
Harold McCord Chewning 
Son of John Henry and Rosa L. Summers Chewning 
Grandson of William Granvile Patsy and Ellen Doak Wright Chewning 
Great Grandson of Granville Washington and mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
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Harrold McCord Chewning marr. crt 
 

 
Leona May Allen Chewning, TheKansasCityTimes, 6.2.1954 
 

 
Leona May Allen Chewning, TheKansasCityTimes, 1.28.1959 
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Harrold McCord Chewning, TheKansasCityTimes, 4.18.1959 
 
 
 
Addie Luellen Louella Chewning Watson Schwaeble 
Daughter of William Granville and Ellen Doak Wright Chewning 
Granddaughter of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
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Edward Schwaeble stone, Leavenworth Natl Cemetery, Leavenworth, Leavenworth, KS 
 

 
Addie Luellen Louella Chewning Schwaeble stone, Maple Grove Cemetery, Trenton, Grundy, MO 
 
Addie’s death certificate, which was filled out by her daughter, shows her middle name as LueEllen.  Obviously the 
tombstone says Louella. 
 
1900 Coffeyville, Montgomery, KS 
William Chewning, 58, b. Feb. 1842, widowed, b. in MO, parents b. in VA, farmer, can’t tell if he rents or owns 
Burton, 24, Jan 1874?, b. in IA, father b. in MO, mother b. in IA, farmer 
Frank, 20, Oct. 1879, b. in MO, father b. in MO, mother b. in IA, farmer 
John, 18, Nov, 1881, b. in MO, etc., farmer 
Addie, 16, Jan. 1884, b. in MO, etc., at school 
Leah, 12, May 1888, b. in KS, etc., at school 
Grover, 8, Aug. 1891, b. in Indian Territory,  
Ray, 7, May, 1893, b. in Indian Territory 
Ralph, 7, May, 1893, b. in Indian Territory 
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Married William H. Watson, about 1903, per Nita’s genealogy. 
 
1910 census, Delaware Twp., Wyandotte, KS 
William Watson, 32, m. 1, m. 7 yrs., b. in KS, father b. in US, mother b. in IA, farmer, fruit farm, rents farm 
Addie L Watson, 25, m. 1, m. 7 yrs. 3 children b., 2 living, b. in KS, parents b. in KS 
Roy R., 6, b. in KS, parents b. in KS 
Lottie S., 2, b. in KS, parents b. in KS 
 

 
Addie Luellen Louella Chewning Watson Schwaeble marr. ann., Lawrence Daily Journal World, 4.15.1920 
 
1920 Kansas City, Jackson, MO directory 
Watson, Addie h 224 Brooklyn av 
 
1921 Kansas City, Jackson, MO directory 
Watson, Addie h 1714 E 18th  
 
1921 Kansas City, Jackson, MO directory 
Schwaeble, Edw furniture 1380 Cherry 
 
1929 Kansas City, Jackson, MO directory 
Schwaeble, Edward dec 2301 Cleveland 
 
Their 1930 census suggests they’ve been married 10 yrs. 
 
1930 census, Kansas City, Jackson, MO     Cleveland  
Edward Schwaeble, 45, rents home, $18, radio, m. at 35, b. in PA, parents b. in PA, general repair, contractor, not a 
veteran 
Addie L Schwaeble, 44, m. at 34, b. in MO, parents b. in IA 
 
1937 census, Bonner Springs, Wyandotte, KS 
Schwaeble, E  2 
 
1940 census, Bonner Springs, Wyandotte, KS 
Addie L Schwaeble, 56, 8 yrs school, b. in IA, same place in 1935, housework, 
Edward Schwaeble, 60, 1 yr high school, b. in Philadelphia, same place in 1935, unemployed 
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1950 census, Kansas City, Jackson, MO 
Edward Schwable, 72, b. in PA, other work 
Addie L. Schwable, 68, b. in MO, housework 
 
Son Roy L. Watson and his family are living in the same house, as is daughter Lottie Faye and her family. 
 
 

 
Addie Luellen Louella Chewning Schwaeble divorce, The Kansas City Times, 2.17.1954 
 
 
In July 1954, Addie was living in Kansas City, per brother John’s obit. 
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Edward Schwaeble obit, The Leavenworth Times, 7.16.1962 
 

Addie d. in 1965 
 
Addie’s informant was her daughter, Mrs. George Hamilton (Lottie Faye Watson Hamilton). 
 

 
 



 
Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 

 

- 25 - 

 
Roy Ralph Watson, obit, TheKansasCityTimes, 12.26.1975 
 

 
Roy Edward Hamilton, TheChillicotheConstitutionTribune, 7.7.1960 
 
 
Leah Beatrice Chewning Adkins 
Daughter of William Granville and Ellen Doak Wright Chewning 
Granddaughter of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
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Leah Chewning Adkins stone, Crane Community Cem., Crane Stone, MO 
 
I found TWO census records for Grover and Leah in 1900; the first with their parents, the second with their married 
sister Mary, her brother, her sister’s husband, and her sister’s her stepson.   
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1900 census, Van Buren Twp., Crawford County, AR 
Charles D Elliott, 40, b. 5/1860, m. 2 yrs, b. in IL, father b. in Canada, mother b. in IL; RR engineer, owns home 
Mary F Elliott, 20, b. 12/1870, m. 2 yrs, 0 children b., 0 living, b. in IA, father b. in MO, mother b. in IA 
Elmer, 8, b. 10/1891, b. in AR, father b. unknown, mother b. in IL 
Grover, 8, b. 8/1891, b. in Indian Terr., father b. in IA, mother b. ?? maybe Indian territory 
Leah, 12, sister-in-law, b. 5/1888, b. in KS, father b. in MO, mother b. in IA, attended 8 months school 
 

 
Mary Frances Chewning Spry Elliott Bennington, Leah B Chewning Adkins, BaxterBulletin, MountainHome, AR, 
1.30.1969 
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1900 Coffeyville, Montgomery, KS 
William Chewning, 58, b. Feb. 1842, widowed, b. in MO, parents b. in VA, farmer, can’t tell if he rents or owns 
Burton, 24, Jan 1874?, b. in IA, father b. in MO, mother b. in IA, farmer 
Frank, 20, Oct. 1879, b. in MO, father b. in MO, mother b. in IA, farmer 
John, 18, Nov, 1881, b. in MO, etc., farmer 
Addie, 16, Jan. 1884, b. in MO, etc., at school 
Leah, 12, May 1888, b. in KS, etc., at school 
Grover, 8, Aug. 1891, b. in Indian Territory,  
Ray, 7, May, 1893, b. in Indian Territory 
Ralph, 7, May, 1893, b. in Indian Territory 
 

Married Orris A Adkins 9/1/1906, as Leah Chewning Elliott 
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Leah Chewning Adkins, marr cert 
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1910 census, Crane, Vernon, MO 
A S Adkins, 30, m. 2 yrs, b. in AR, parents b. in AR, engineer, railroad, rents home 
L Beatrice Adkins, 22, m. 2 yrs, 0 children b., 0 living, b. in KS, parents b. US, artist, landscape 
 

 
Orris A Adkins, TheCraneChronicle, 11.27.1913 
 

 
Orris A Adkins, TheCraneChronicle, 2.19.1914 
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Orris A and Leah Beatrice Chewning Adkins, TheCraneChronicle, 2.17.1916 
 

 
Orris A and Leah Beatrice Chewning Adkins, TheCraneChronicle, 3.23.1916 
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Orris A Adkins, Jack Dyer, TheCraneChronicle, 11.26.1936 
 



 
Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 

 

- 33 - 
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1920 census, Washington Twp., Vernon County, MO   State Hospital #3 
pages of inmates 
Leah Adkins, 33, b. in MO, parents b. unknown 
 
There was a connection between Orris (and maybe through Leah) to Van Buren, AR.  Visiting Mary Frances 
Chewning, Leah’s sister, perhaps?? 
 

 
Orris A Adkins, TheCraneChronicle, 8.30.1923 
 

 
Leah Beatrice Chewning Adkins, committed, TheCraneChronicle, 2.17.1927 
 
1930 census, Washington Twp., Vernon County, MO   State Hospital #3 
pages of inmates 
Leah Adkins, 40, b. in KS, parents b. in US 
 
The Missouri State Hospital No.3, built in 1885, was commissioned and built by the state of Missouri making it the 
third hospital for the mentally ill. Throughout the years the hospital was used to treat the mentally ill but eventually 
also became a place where many dropped off their old and sick when they no longer wanted to take care of them. 
The Nevada State Hospital has gone by many names throughout the years. “The third state hospital,” “Nevada 
state hospital,” “Nevada state hospital no.3,” and even the “lunatic asylum no.3”. The hospital was shut down in 
1991 and the main building destroyed in 1998, however many of the buildings are still standing and in use today. 
 
1930 census, Crane, Stone, MO    Main St., not numbered 
Orril Adkins, 51, owns home, $2500, has radio, m. at 28, b. in AR, parents b. in AR, engineer, locomotive, veteran, 
Spanish War 
Lona Hayes, 34, housekeeper, m. at 19, b. in AR, father b. in WA, mother b. in IN 
William Hayes, 13, lodger, b. in AR, parents, b. in AR 
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Orris A Adkins, TheCraneChronicle, 3.19.1931 
 
1940 census, Crane, Stone, MO 
O Adkins, 61, married, 8 yrs school, same house 1935, unemployed,  
Lena Hayes, 44, housekeeper, widowed, 8 yrs school, same house 1935, housekeeping,  
William Woodrow Hayes, 23, housekeeper’s son, 4 yrs hs, same house, 1935, private work, 16 hrs/wk, brakeman, 
MO paraffin?? RR, 52 wks, $600 income  
 

Orris d. in 1941 
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Orris A Adkins, obit, TheCraneChronicle, 12.4.1941 
 

 
 
 
Name  Orris Adkins 
Record Type Military Service 
Birth Date 14 Jun 1878 
Military Date 17 Jan 1899 
Residence Place Crane, Missouri 
Death Date 30 Nov 1941 
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Orris A Adkins, probate, TheCraneChronicle, 12.25.1941 
 

Leona Hayes, Orris’ caregiver, became Leah’s guardian after his death 
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Leah Beatrice Chewning Adkins, TheCraneChronicle, 4.29.1943 

 

 
Leah Beatrice Chewning Adkins, guardianship, TheCraneChronicle, 4.13.1944 
 
 

Leah lived nearly 50 years in the state hospital 
 

The doctor who sgined her death cert says he attended her from 6/25/23 – 8/20/72! 
 
Name   Leah Adkins 
State   Missouri 
Residence Place  Missouri 
Last Place of Residence Crane, Stone, Missouri 
Age   84 
Birth Date  13 May 1888 
Death Date  Aug 1972 
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Leah Beatrice Chewning Adkins, death cert 
 

 
 
Grover Cleveland Chewning 
Son of William Granville and Ellen Doak Wright Chewning 
Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
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Rocepha Stone Campbell Chewning, stone, Laurel Land Memorial Park, Dallas, Dallas, TX  
 

 
Grover Cleveland Chewning stone, Laurel Memorial Park, Henderson, Rusk, TX 
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Frances Elinor Dulaney Chewning stone, Laurel Memorial Park, Henderson, Rusk, TX 
 
I found TWO census records for Grover and Leah in 1900; the first with their parents, the second with their married 
sister Mary, her husband, her stepson: 
 
1900 census, Van Buren Twp., Crawford County, AR 
Charles D Elliott, 40, b. 5/1860, m. 2 yrs, b. in IL, father b. in Canada, mother b. in IL; RR engineer, owns home 
Mary F Elliott, 20, b. 12/1870, m. 2 yrs, 0 children b., 0 living, b. in IA, father b. in MO, mother b. in IA 
Elmer, 8, b. 10/1891, b. in AR, father b. unknown, mother b. in IL 
Grover, 8, b. 8/1891, b. in Indian Terr., father b. in IA, mother b. ?? maybe Indian territory 
Leah, 12, sister-in-law, b. 5/1888, b. in KS, father b. in MO, mother b. in IA, attended 8 months school 
 
1900 Coffeyville, Montgomery, KS 
William Chewning, 58, b. Feb. 1842, widowed, b. in MO, parents b. in VA, farmer, can’t tell if he rents or owns 
Burton, 24, Jan 1874?, b. in IA, father b. in MO, mother b. in IA, farmer 
Frank, 20, Oct. 1879, b. in MO, father b. in MO, mother b. in IA, farmer 
John, 18, Nov, 1881, b. in MO, etc., farmer 
Addie, 16, Jan. 1884, b. in MO, etc., at school 
Leah, 12, May 1888, b. in KS, etc., at school 
Grover, 8, Aug. 1891, b. in Indian Territory,  
Ray, 7, May, 1893, b. in Indian Territory 
Ralph, 7, May, 1893, b. in Indian Territory 
 
1910 census, Whiteville Twp., Baxter County, AR 
Mary F? L? Elliott, 39, divorced, 0 children b., b. in IA, father b. in MO, mother b. in IA, keeper, hotel, owner 
operator, rents home mortgage 
Grover C Cleveland, 19, brother, b. in OK, father b. in MO, mother b. in IA, clerk, railroad station 
Six different roomers, including 
Jack Dyer, who would become Mary’s next husband 
 
 
1915 Little Rock, Pulaski, AR directory 
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I found a record of Grover selling property in Little Rock, AR, in 1916. 
 

Marriage to Rocepha Stone Campbell 
 
Name  G. C. Chewning 
Marriage Date 0? Mar 1916 
Marriage Place Garland, Arkansas, USA 
Spouse  Cepha Campbell 
 

   
 
Grover Cleveland Chewning WWI reg 
 
 

 
Grover Cleveland Chewning, Daily Arkansas Gazette, 1.12.1920 
 
Grover was living in Dallas in the 1922 directory, at the 1014 Woodfin address.  He is not in the 1920 directory. 
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1921 Dallas, Dallas, TX directory 

 
 
1930 census, Dallas, Dallas, TX   1014 Woodfin 
Grover C Chewning, 45, owns home, $5,000, radio, m. at 30, b. in KS, father b. in IA, mother b. in PA, manager, 
lumber company, employed, not a veteran 
Rocepha M Chewning, 47, m. at 18, b. in AR, father b. IL, mother b. in US 
Paul Campbell, 23, stepson, b. in AR, father b. in MS, mother b. in AR, underwriter, insurance co. 
 

 
 
 

Wife Rocepha d. 1940 
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1940 census, Dallas, Dallas, TX    1014 E. Woodfin 
Grover C Chewning, 50, widowed, owns home, $3,000, 4 yrs hs, b. in TX, same place in 1935, employed, 44 hrs/wk, 
bookkeeper, lumber co., worked 52 wks, $1400 income 
 
1948 Dallas, Rusk, TX directory 
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1950 census, Rusk County, TX 
Grover Chewning, 58, b. in KS, working, contractor building, contractor 
Francis Chewning, 51, b. in OK, housework 
 

Grover d. in 1981 
 

 
Grover Cleveland Chewning obit, Longview News Journal, 10.4.1981 
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Grover Cleveland Chewning, obit, TheTylerCourierTimes, 10.4.1981 
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Frances Elinor Dulany Chewning death cert 
 

 
Francis Elinor Dulany Chewning obit, Longview News Journal, 5.4.1982 
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James Roy Chewning 
Son of William Granville and Ellen Doak Wright Chewning 
Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
 
I am confused about Roy and brother Ralph’s birth year.  The OK State Vital Records index shows 1895.  Roy’s 
tombstone says 1895.  Ralph’s shows 1893.  Several of Roy’s documents show 1895 (WWII reg), but some also 
show 1893 (WWI reg).  If their mother died in 1894, then they had to have been born in 1893.  It’s possible that the 
birth information was incorrectly entered as 1895, and they stayed with that as officially changing it can be very 
difficult. 
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I presume that Bertha and Roy are the couple on the right.  This is what the caption says at ancestry:  Bertha & Roy 
Chewning, Nellie Hill, George Hill, Ruby Hill and Laverne Hill. Grandma and Grandpa Hill of Edna Kansas 
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James Roy Chewning                               James Roy Chewning stone, Elm Grove Cemetery, Edna, Labette, KS 
 

 
 
It’s curious that Roy’s stone has the wrong birth year – should be 1893. 
 

 
Bertha May Hill Chewning stone, Elm Grove Cemetery, Edna, Labette, KS   
 
 



 
Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 

 

- 52 - 

 
James Roy Chewning and daughter Shirley Jean Chewning Harris, 1955, Wewoka, OK 
 
1900 Coffeyville, Montgomery, KS 
William Chewning, 58, b. Feb. 1842, widowed, b. in MO, parents b. in VA, farmer, can’t tell if he rents or owns 
Burton, 24, Jan 1874?, b. in IA, father b. in MO, mother b. in IA, farmer 
Frank, 20, Oct. 1879, b. in MO, father b. in MO, mother b. in IA, farmer 
John, 18, Nov, 1881, b. in MO, etc., farmer 
Addie, 16, Jan. 1884, b. in MO, etc., at school 
Leah, 12, May 1888, b. in KS, etc., at school 
Grover, 8, Aug. 1891, b. in Indian Territory,  
Ray, 7, May, 1893, b. in Indian Territory 
Ralph, 7, May, 1893, b. in Indian Territory 
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I have Roy’s twin brother, Ralph, living in Township 2, Craig County, OK, in 1910 with their brother and guardian, 
Franklin Pierce Chewning.  Roy is not on that page, or any of the 20 pages for that township in 1910, but his future 
wife, Bertha May Hill, is, on the first page. 
 

Living in Edna, Labette, KS in 1917 
 

 
 
1920 census, Elm Grove Twp., Labette County, KS 
Leo Lutz, 42, rents, b. in KS, father b. in OH, mother b. in OH, farmer, general farm 
Hazel Lutz, 34, b. in IA, parents b. in IA 
James Chewning, 26, b. in US, parents b. in US, laborer, farm 
 

Marriage to Bertha Hills 
 
HILLS Bertha  20 CHEWNING Roy  26 6 Jun 1921 5-208 
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1930 census, Bigheart Twp., Osage County, OK 
Roy Chewning, 33, owns home, $100, radio, m. at 26, b. in OK, parents b. in MO, stillman, oil refinery, employed, 
veteran, WW 
Bertha M Chewning, 28, m. at 20, b. in OK, father b. in MO, mother b. in KS 
Ruby M., 8, b. in OK, parents b. in OK 
Georgia C., 6, b. in OK, parents b. in OK 
Roy L., 2 11/12, b. in OK, parents b. in OK 
Vada M., 9/12, b. in OK, parents b. in OK 
 
1940 census, Brown, Seminole, OK 
Ray Chewning, 44, rents home, $15, m. 8 yrs school, b. in OK, Rural Osage County, OK, 1935, employed, 40 hrs/wk, 
stillman, oil industry, worked 52 wks, $1800 income 
Bertha May Chewning, 37, 1 yr college,  
Georgie, 16, 2 yrs hs,  
Ray Laverne, 13, 6 yrs school,  
Marie, 10, 4 yrs school,  
Allen Ray, 8, 2 yrs school,  
 
Son Roy is also shown in 1940 as living with his maternal grandparents in Craig County, OK. 
 

 
 
1950 census, Brown, Seminole, OK 
Jess Roy Chewning, 55, b. in OK, working, stillman operator, Standard oil co. 
Bertha M. Chewning, 49, b. in OK, housework 
Allen R., 18, b. in OK, working, 60 hrs/wk, grocery clerk, grocery store 
Shirley J., 8, b. in OK 
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Roy was living in Wewoka, OK, in 1954, per his brother John Henry Chewning’s obit. 
 

 
James Roy Chewning, obit, TheParsonsSun, 7.27.1968 
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James Roy Chewning:  Roy Chewning also James Roy Chewning as he named himself "James" so he could join the 
Army. He was the most loving, caring, wonderful father, husband a family could have. He and Bertha Hill Chewning 
had 6 children 2 boys, 4 girls. They both were the love of all lives and both were a great loss to their family. He was 
a kind, gentle man and we loved him dearly.  Posted by daughter Shirley Chewning Harris, to findagrave 
 

 
James Roy Chewing, military headstone app 
 

 
Clifford T and Ruby Mae Chewning Allen 
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Roy Lavern Chewning stone, Lawson Cemetery, Yale, Payne, OK 
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Georgia C Chewning Preston stone, National Mem. Cem. of AZ, Phoenix, Maricopa, AZ 
 

   
Roy Lavern Chewning, marr, TheWewokaTimesDemocrat, 11.11.1947 
 
Ralph “Blackie” Chewning 
Son of William Granville and Ellen Doak Wright Chewning 
Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
 
 

 
Ralph Blackie Chewning stone, Elm Grove Cemetery, Edna, Labette, KS 
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I am confused about Roy and brother Ralph’s birth year.  The OK State Vital Records index shows 1895.  Roy’s 
tombstone says 1895.  Ralph’s shows 1893.  Several of Roy’s documents show 1895 (WWII reg), but some also 
show 1893 (WWI reg).  If their mother died in 1894, then they had to have been born in 1893.  It’s possible that the 
birth information was incorrectly entered as 1895, and they stayed with that as officially changing it can be very 
difficult. 
 
1900 Coffeyville, Montgomery, KS 
William Chewning, 58, b. Feb. 1842, widowed, b. in MO, parents b. in VA, farmer, can’t tell if he rents or owns 
Burton, 24, Jan 1874?, b. in IA, father b. in MO, mother b. in IA, farmer 
Frank, 20, Oct. 1879, b. in MO, father b. in MO, mother b. in IA, farmer 
John, 18, Nov, 1881, b. in MO, etc., farmer 
Addie, 16, Jan. 1884, b. in MO, etc., at school 
Leah, 12, May 1888, b. in KS, etc., at school 
Grover, 8, Aug. 1891, b. in Indian Territory,  
Ray, 7, May, 1893, b. in Indian Territory 
Ralph, 7, May, 1893, b. in Indian Territory 
 

 
 
 
1910 census, Twp., 2, Craig County, OK 
Frank P Chenning, 31, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, farmer, general farming, rents farm,  
Ralph Chenning, 16, brother, b. in MO, parents b. in MO,  
Earl Simon?, 17, boarder, b. in OK, parents b. in OK 
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Name  Ralph Chewning 
Record Type Military Service 
Birth Date 27 May 1893 
Military Date 10 Sep 1918 
Residence Place Pershing, Oklahoma 
 
 

 
Ralph Blackie Chewning, The Coffeyville Daily Journal, 8.18.1917 
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Ralph "Blackie" Chewning, The Coffeyville Daily Journal, 3.4.1918 
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Ralph Blackie Chewning, The Coffeyville Daily Journal, 8.28.1918 
 
1940 census, Pershing, Osage, OK 
Ralph Chewning*, 46, owns home, $200, divorced, 5 yrs school, b. in OK, same place in 1935, employed 12 hrs, 
auto mechanic, garage, worked 52 wks, $520 income 
F P Chewning, 61, brother, widowed, 5 yrs school, b. in OK, same place in 1935 
 
Ralph was the person named on Franklin Pierce Chewning’s WWII reg as knowing where he will be: 
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Ralph uses his sister Shirley as his informant: 
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1950 census, Pershing, Osage, OK 
Franklin P. Chewning, 70, widowed, b. in MO, pensioner,  
Ralph Chewning, 57, brother, widowed, b. in OK, working, 45 hrs/wk, auto mechanic, garage 
 
Frank and Ralph’s brother, John Henry Chewning, d. 7/11/1954.  In his obit, Frank is listed as living in Pershing, OK, 
as is brother, Ralph. 
 
 
Name  Ralph Chewning 
State  Oklahoma 
Residence Place Oklahoma 
Age  88 
Birth Date 27 May 1893 
Death Date Apr 1981 
 

 


