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Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
 

November 11, 2023 
 

Moses William Chewning Elizabeth Ann (Lizzie) Cannon  

b. 1/11/1844  Clark County, MO b. 10/4/1848  Lewis County, MO 

d. 8/24/1888  Union Twp., Clark County, MO d. 5/7/1900    Union Twp., Clark County, MO 

Buried in Antioch Cemetery, Clark County, MO Buried in Antioch Cemetery, Clark County, MO 

m. 9/5/1870 
Clark County, MO 

Census Records 
1850 District 19, Clark County, MO w/ parents 
1860 Union Twp., Clark, MO w/ parents 
1870 Union Twp., Clark, MO as boarder 
1880 Union Twp., Clark, MO, married w/ children 

Census Records 
 
1860 census, Canton Twp, Lewis, MO  w/ parents 
1870 census, Union Twp., Clark, MO w/ mother 
1880 Union Twp., Clark, MO, married w/ children 

Nine children, including Theodore 
b.  11/21/1871 Union Twp., Clark County, MO; m. Nancy Ann Morris, 12/28/1897, Union Twp., Clark 
County, MO; d.  1/16/1933 Monmouth, Warren, IL; buried in Monmouth Cemetery, Monmouth, Warren, 
IL. 

 
 

                      
Moses William Chewning, and his stone in Antioch Cemetery, Antioch, Clark, MO. 
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Antioch Cemetery, 2019 
 

I drove from Atlanta to West Des Moines, IA, in March, 2019, and stopped at the cemetery on the way.  
While the cemetery is very well maintained, the stones are deteriorating.  Some which I had previously 
seen standing have either been knocked over or fallen over. 
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Antioch, Clark County, MO, 1896 plat map shows cemetery where Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie 
Cannon Chewning are buried - also most likely their infant children. 
 
 
 
I have the following census records for Moses’ parents, Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey 
Chewning: 
 
1840 census, Jackson Twp. Clark, MO 
1850 census, District 19, Clark County, MO 
1860 census, Union Twp., Clark County, MO   post office Wrightsville 
1870 census, Union Twp., Clark County MO  post office Kahoka 
 
Census records for Lizzie’s parents, Newbold (NJ) and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon: 
 
1830 census, Marion County, MO 
1840 census, Lewis County, MO 
1860 census, Canton, Lewis, MO 
1860 census, Slave Schedule, MO 
1870 census, Union Twp., Clark County, MO – Elizabeth (Betsy), widow 
 
This was posted to ancestry.com in 2020, and I am just now seeing it (9/2023).  Ruby Grace Chewning 
Pipes was b. 7/21/1916, d. 7/26/2012.  I know that she was a great source of information for Nita 
Chewning, who was in turn an important source for me. 
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Ruby Grace Chewning Pipes - brief family history.  From ancestry, posted by Jerry Pipes. 
 
 

Moses William Chewning  
 

Moses’s parents, Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning, were married in Frederick 
County, VA, and had several of their children there, before immigrating to Missouri.  Granville was one of 
the first landowners in Clark County, MO.  Moses, the Granville or Mary Ann, other than they never 
owned slaves while they lived in Missouri, and that they were Baptists.   
 
The Chewnings were apparently loyal to the Union during the Civil War.  There is a story of one of Moses’ 
brothers deserting his first wife because of her seeming support of the southern cause (Granville Wm. and 
Cordelia Ann Phillips Chewning).  His wife’s story is that he was a member of a secret Confederate 
organization, so who knows? 
 
Several of Moses older brothers served in the Missouri Provisional military during the Civil War.  William 
Granville (aka Granville Patrick, the one mentioned in the story above) also joined the Illinois infantry, and 
is probably the William Chewning whose name is listed on the war memorial in the square in Monmouth, 
Warren, IL. 
 
Moses is listed with his parents and siblings on the 1850 and 1860 censuses: 
 
1850 census, District 19, Clark County, MO 
Gramill Tuning, 44, farmer, value of real estate $2,500, b in VA 
Mary Tuning, 40, b in VA 
John, 18, b in VA 
Catherine, 16, b in VA 
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James, 12, b in MO 
Mary, 10, b in MO 
Granville, 9, b in MO 
Elizabeth A., 7, b in MO 
Moses, 5, b in MO 
Henrietta, 3, b in MO 
Reuben, 9/12, b in MO 
 
No slave schedule in 1850.  I don’t have any records that indicate Granville and his wife ever had slaves. 
 

Slavery in Clark County, MO 
 
While the Chewnings were not slave owners, some of their neighbors were.  The 1887 History of Clark 
County, MO, describes incidences within the county of bushwacking and atrocities, skirmishes and 
conflicts.  The climate in Clark County was apparently less contentious than that in neighboring Lewis 
County, MO.  One of Granville and Mary Ann’s sons, William Granville Patsy Chewning, fought for the 
Union with a unit in Warren County, IL (his name is on the statue in the square at Monmouth, Warren, IL).  
Other than his involvement in the war, I don’t have any other proof of what the rest of the family did 
during the war. 
 
This from the 1887 History of Clark County, MO, shows a little of what the climate for the Chewnings 
would have been during the war era. 
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1887 History of Clark County, MO, p. 304 and p. 305 
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1860 census, Union Twp., Clark County, MO 
Granville Chewning, 53, farmer, value of real estate $7,000, personal estate $1,000, b in VA 
Mary A Chewning, 50, b in VA 
Jas, 21, farmer, b in MO 
Mary, 20, b in MO 
Elizabeth, 18, b in MO 
Granville, 16, farmer, b in MO, attended school in last year 
Moses, 14, b in MO, attended school in last year 
Henrietta, 12, b in MO, attended school in last year 
Geo, 10, b in MO, attended school in last year 
Stephen, 8, b in MO, attended school in last year 
 
1870 census, Union Twp., Clark County, MO 
Charles Hecox, head of house, farm laborer 
Margaret Hecox, keeps house 
Ovice W., telegraph operator 
Rosetta 
Freeman 
Edgar 
Edson 
Moses Chewning, 25, farm laborer, owns property value $140, b. in MO 
 
On the 1870 census Moses is shown living on the farm neighboring his brother, James Chewning.  James 
Chewning has a woman named Betsy Cannon, and her two children, Elizabeth and Charles, living with 
him.  Betsy Cannon is a widow, and is ‘keeping ‘house.’  Elizabeth Cannon became Moses’ wife later in 
1870.  Is this why she was living there, or is that how they met?   
 
 

Elizabeth Ann (Lizzie) Cannon 
 

Lizzie was also the eighth child in her family, which consisted of nine children.  She was born into a large 
family that had travelled from Kentucky to Missouri about twenty years before she was born.  Both her 
paternal and maternal grandparents, and most of their children and in-laws arrived in Lewis County, MO, 
in the late 1820’s.  Many were original land patent holders, including both her grandfathers and her 
father.   
 
Her parents were married in Kentucky; apparently all of her siblings were born in Missouri.   Nearly all of 
her family were slaveholders, including her parents and grandparents. 
 
Lewis County, and indeed northeast Missouri, was a hotbed of unrest during the Civil War.  Her cousin, 
Madison C. Hawkins, may have been an active southern sympathizer and was accused of attempting to 
sell wheat to southern soldiers.  Her brother, Martin Luther Cannon, was asked to sign an oath of 
allegiance to the Union in 1862; he moved to Monmouth, Warren, IL, while the war was still going on.  
(Later, Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning would rent a home he owned in Monmouth, and Letha 
Florence Chewning Downes remembered living there). 
 
Lizzie’s aunt, Sarah Cannon Hawkins, had slave women living with her during the war; the same women 
were listed as servants on the 1870 census.   
 
Most interesting was a case involving her father, Newbold J (NJ) Cannon.  As administrator of his father’s 
will, he had the obligation to dispose of his father’s estate, which included several slaves.  Some of the 
slaves were directed by the will to be given to his heirs, others to be sold.  He was also required by the will 
to emancipate a slave woman named Priscilla.  Apparently he didn’t do this; there are bills that he 
submitted to the court for reimbursement for what he called court time and troubles with Cillas.  Priscilla 
apparently won her freedom. This would have been taking place during Lizzie’s childhood.   
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It wasn’t just the Cannons involved with slave holding; the Beckners also owned slaves.  Her paternal 
grandfather, Frederick, the son of a German immigrant, owned several slaves at his death.  His children, 
most particularly those that remained in Kentucky and didn’t migrate to Missouri, were also slave owners.   
 
To demonstrate how disruptive the Civil War was to families, we have a long story concerning Lizzie’s aunt 
Mary Beckner Overly in which three of her sons served in the Civil War for Kentucky; two for the North, 
one for the South. 
 
It was no exaggeration that the Cannons and the Beckners were southerners and southern sympathizers 
by today’s standards.  Their fortunes seemed to diminish during and after the Civil War.  Lizzie’s father’s 
estate was exhausted before 1870, which may have been the reason why Lizzie, her mother and her 
brother Charles were living with James Chewning in 1870, and not on their own farm in Lewis County.   
 
I’m intrigued by the connection between the Cannons and Chewnings.  What circumstance created the 
arrangement between James Chewning and Betsy Cannon?  I have read that Benjamin Kell, a former 
brother-in-law to Elizabeth Beckner Cannon, was the first dry goods store owner and post-master at 
Antioch.  This may have created a situation where the Cannons met the Chewnings, who lived near 
Antioch, or the Kells could have arranged for the housekeeping position for Betsy when her situation 
warranted it.   
 
Or it could be a common bond from the Baptist church.  We know that Newbold and Unicy Bounds 
Cannon, Lizzie’s grandparents, were devout Baptists.  We also know that Granville’s oldest son, John 
Washington Chewning, was a Baptist minister.  It could be that the housekeeping position was arranged 
through the church. 
 
Or it could be that living in neighboring counties provided opportunities to meet through other avenues.   
 
Lizzie may be on the 1850 census with her parents, depending on her actual birthdate, but I haven’t been 
able to locate the 1850 census for Newbold Jr. or Sr. 
 
She is on the 1860 census with her parents and her married sister and her family.  Notice that she came 
from a slave-owning family.  As I’ve said, many of the Cannons, and many of the Beckners, her mother’s 
‘people,’ owned slaves.   
 
1860 census, Canton Twp., Lewis County, MO 
NJ Cannon 51, farmer, value of real estate $1,600, personal property $1,500, b in KY 
Elizabeth Cannon, 49, b in KY 
William, 20, b in MO 
Martin L, 17, b in MO 
John, 14, b in MO 
Elizabeth, 11, b in MO 
Charles, 9, b in MO 
Mary Thomas, 10, b in MO   (this is the dau. of Mary Ann Cannon Thomas, deceased) 
Ephraim Herrell, 28, farmer, b in MO 
Amanthis Herrell, 29, b in MO (this would be their married daughter) 
Ellen Herrell, 2, b in MO 
Martha Herrell, 2/12, b in MO 
 
(Mary Thomas later marries John Fetter.  Fetter died, she is a widow, and marries James Madison 
Chewning, Moses’ brother.) 
 
Notice the difference between the value of real estate NJ lists in 1860 - $1,600 – and what Granville listed 
- $7,000.   
 
 
1860 slave census, Canton Twp., Lewis County, MO 
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NJ Cannon 
Number of slaves:  1 
Age:  18 
Sex:  Female 
Color:  C  ??  other initials on the page are B (black) or M (mulatto)  colored?? 
 
 
 
Sometime between this census in 1860, and 1865 and 1867, Elizabeth’s brothers Martin Luther and 
John, moved to Warren County, IL.  Both married in Monmouth; Martin Luther lived the rest of his life 
there; John eventually moved to Washington.  After the death of their mother, Lizzie’s younger brother, 
Charles, also moved to Monmouth.  
 
Several decades later, two of Lizzie’s sons will move to Monmouth, Warren, IL, also (Spencer and 
Theodore). Theodore will live next door in a rental home owned by his mother, Lizzie’s, brother Martin 
Luther. 
 
Elizabeth’s father, Newbold, Jr., died in 1866.   
 
The final settlement of NJ’s estate was Monday, May 4, 1870.  The 1870 census is dated August 1870.  Did 
Elizabeth move to Clark County prior to the settlement of her husband NJ’s estate?? or because of it? 
 
On the 1870 census, Elizabeth, her brother Charles, and her mother are shown living with James 
Chewning, brother of her future husband, Moses Chewning.  Her mother is working as a housekeeper.  
James Chewning is listed as single.  On the neighboring property (or at least on the next census entry) is 
a farmer who has Moses Chewning living with him, working as a farm laborer. 
 
1870 census, Union Twp., Clark, MO 
James Chewning, 32, farmer, value of real estate $400, value of personal property $350, b in MO 
Betsy Cannon, 58, keeps house, value of personal property $200, b in KY 
Elizabeth Cannon, 20, b in MO 
Charles Cannon, 18, b in MO 
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1878 plat map, Union Twp., Clark County, MO.  Shows J Chewning (James Madison Chewning), where 
Lizzie and her mother and brother were on the 1870 census. 
 
 

Moses William and Elizabeth Ann (Lizzie) Cannon Chewning 
 
State of Missouri 
County of Clark 
 
I, Samuel R. East, a justice of the Peace within and for the County of Clark and State of Missouri Do 
certify that on the 5th day of Sept 1870 I did join in marriage Mr. Moses W. Chewning and Miss Elizabeth 
Cannon all of the County of Clark and State of Missouri. 
Certified under my hand this 6th day of Sept 1870. 

Samuel R. East, JP 
Filed for Record Sept. 10, 1870. 

H.M. Hiller, Recorder 
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(note:  this is two weeks prior to death of Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon) 
 
Granville died in 1872; his wife, Mary Ann, was made administratrix of his estate.  Moses and his siblings 
are mentioned throughout the documents we copied at the Canton Courthouse; see Granville and Mary 
Ann’s notebook.  Moses was made attorney-in-fact on some of the documents for his brother, Granville 
William and his wife Ella.   
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Indenture between Granville Washington Chewning heirs to Sarah Gates, 7.1.1876.1 
 
This Indenture, Made on the First day of July A.D. One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy Six by and 
between Moses Chewning, Lizzie Chewning his wife, John W. Chewning and Margaret J. his wife, George 
H. Chewning and Clarinda his wife, James M. Chewning and Mary his wife, Granville Chewning and Ela 
Chewning his wife, Moses Chewning his attorney in fact of State of Missouri, parties of the First Part, 
and Sarah A. Gates, of the County of Clark in the State of Missouri party of the Second part, WITNESSETH:  
That the said parties of the First part, in consideration of the sum of Seven Hundred and Ten Dollars to 
them paid by the said party of the Second Part,…. 
 
Eighty acres of the East half North West quarter Quarter Section number Twenty five (25), Nine acres 
des. as commencing at the South West corner of the North East Quarter Section Twenty five (25) Thence 
North on half Section Nine nine rods, thence East Nine and one half Rods thence North One hundred and 
fifty one Rods to the North line of said Section thence West Nine and one half Rods to Half Section line 
thence South on Half Section line to the place of beginning.  And also Ten acres of the East side of the 
North West fourth of the North West quarter of Section Number Twenty five (25) Also Eleven acres off 
of the South End of the thirteen acre tract of the East side of the South East fourth of the South West 
quarter Section Twenty five (25) and all in township Sixty four (64) Range Eight (8) West. 
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Union Twp., Clark County, MO, 1878 plat map.  Chewning land - remember Elizabeth Ann Lizzie 
Cannon was living in James Madison Chewning's property in 1870, very close to future husband 
Moses W Chewning, also Theodore childhood home. Probably all of Moses’ and Lizzie’s children 
were born there. 
 
G. Chewning was Granville Washington Chewning 
L. Ulman was Louis and Henrietta Chewning Ulman, Moses’ sister. 
J. Chewning was James Madison Chewning, Moses’ brother. 
Sarah Gates land was originally Granville Washington Chewning’s, sold by his heirs in 1876. 
School House #2, on the Clark property, was where Theodore and his siblings attended school. 
 
 
Notice that Mary F. Chewning Noe (Moses’ sister) is not on this document.  I know that she was 
still alive at that time.  Stephen Chewning and his wife are not on this document, either.  He died 
in 1885, so he was still alive, also. 
 
1880 census, Union Twp., Clark County, MO 
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Moses Cheenonerig, 36, married, farmer, b in MO, parents b in East VA 
Elizabeth, 31, wife, housekeeping, b in MO, parents b in KY 
Theodore, 8, b in MO, parents b in MO 
Ann, 5, b in MO, parents b in MO 
Frances, 3, b in MO, parents b in MO 
Earnest, 1, b in MO, parents b in MO 
 
Stephen, Moses’s brother, died very young – at 33.  We have a copy of a letter written by his widow, 
Caroline, to her sister-in-law, Mary Frances Chewning Noe, telling of Stephen’s death, and mentioning 
Moses.  The letter is dated May 3, 1885, just a few weeks after Stephen’s death: 
 
 but if the weather stayes nice times will begin to look  up again this is the 3 of May and is as cold as in the 
first of April Mose was even here to day and he is doing well at the present 
 
I’ve been told that Moses died from TB (consumption).  We know that Lizzie died from consumption in 
1900.  I wonder if Caroline is reference to Mose(s) is reflecting the fact that he is already ill.    
 
According to Letha Florence Chewning Downes’ notebook, Moses died Aug. 24, 1884.  She writes:   
 
On September 4, 1983, Finley and I went to the Antioch cemetery and saw the graves of: 
 
Stephen A. Chewning – born Apr. 16, 1852 – died  Apr. 20, 1885 (brother of Moses) 
Moses  W. Chewning – born Jan 1844 – died Aug. 24, 1884* 
Willis W. Chewning – born Nov. 18, 1883 – died No. 17, 1903, son of Geo. And C. Chewning  
Margaret L. Chewning – born April 4, 1874, died Sept. 30, 1892, was daughter of GH and C. Chewning 
 
(Willis and Margaret were children of Moses’s brother, George Hanvey and his wife Clarinda Chewning). 
 
*I think Grandma mis-wrote; I believe the tombstone says 1888.  It’s hard to see, even in person, but I 
don’t think there’s any doubt that he died in 1888. 
 
There is a book called “Cemetery Inscriptions of Clark County, Missouri, published 1974, by Wilma Dunlap. 
If this book has been transcribed accurately on to rootsweb.com, then Moses death date should be 1888. 
 
Nita mentions a will for Moses.  Dad and I didn’t find one when we were in Kahoka; we need to get a copy 
of that document.   
 
This article addresses what life was like for the family after Moses died: 
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Ernest William Chewning, WordandWay, 1.14.1937 
 



 
Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 

 

- 21 - 

 
 

Land Transactions in Clark County 
 
There is a Deed of Trust, between Lizzie Chewning of Clark County, MO to John M. Hiller, of Jennings, IN,  
filed for record Dec. 14, 1889. 
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Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning, Hiller deed of trust.4 
 
 
 
The East half of the North West quarter of Section Twenty Five (25) Ten ?? acres off the East side of the 
North West fourth of the North West quarter of said Section Twenty Five (25) and nine acres described as 
commencing at the south west corner of the North East quarter of said Section Twenty Five (25) and 
running from thence North nine rods East nine and one half rods thence North 151 rods to the North line of 
said Section thence west 9 ½ rods and south to the place of beginning all in Township Sixty Four (64) Range 
Eight (8) west, containing in all 99 acres more or less. 
 
This is signed with Lizzie Chewning’s signature, which looks shaky. 
 
She apparently borrowed from John M. Hiller, the party of the third part, ‘Three hundred and Twenty 
Dollars,’ due three years after date with interest thereon of the rate of eight per cent per annum.  The 
interest payable annually and if not so paid to become as principal and loan at the same rate of interest. 
 

1896 Johnson’s Atlas and Directory 
 

This lists Lizzie, Theodore, George Hanvey Chewning, and James M. Chewning, all with last names spelled 
Chenning or Chening. 
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Union Twp., Clark County, MO. 1896 plat map, showing Lizzie’s land, in Sec. 26 and 99.  GHC is George 
Hanvey Chewning.  C. Gibson is Lizzie’s sister-in-law, Caroline Bergman Chewing Gipson.  Clark Sh. No. 2 is 
where Theodore Chewning and his siblings attended school. 

 
I haven’t been able to find Lizzie after the 1880 census.  Of course, there is no 1890 census.  From this 
newspaper obituary, we know that she died in 1900.  Where did she live between 1880 and 1900? She 
died prior to the 1900 census, which was taken in June. 
 

 
Lizzie died 5/7/1900 
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Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning, obit, KahokaReview, 5.9.1900 
 
 

 
Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning, obit, ClarkCountyCourier, 5.11.1900 
 
 

 
Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning obit, Kahoka, MO, GazetteHerald, 5.11.1900 
 
One article says she died Sunday night, the other Monday morning.   
 
This tells us that she was living 3 miles west of Antioch.  Theodore, who was married, has a 1900 census.  
Anna, who was married to Vard Webster, also had her own 1900 census record.  Ernest was a boarder in 
LaGrange in Union Twp., where several other young people were boarding in the same household, also 
listed as students or teachers.   
 
I don’t have any record for Spencer or Effie in 1900. 
 
 
2/2020  I found the following obit, written by J.P. Sansom, a man from their neighborhood, and the 
pastor at their the Antioch Baptist Church.  It lists a birthdate for her, which I had not seen before, says 
there were 9 children born (I knew of 8), and that she joined the Antioch church in 1894. 
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Elizabeth Lizzie Ann Cannon Chewning, obit, KansasCity,MO,WordandWay, 5.31.1900 
 
The obit says she died ‘three miles west’ of Antioch.  According to her estate, she owned property in 
Section 25, Twp 64, Range 8W, etc., and in Sec. 26, which I presume is where she was living when she 
died.   
 
2009:  I now have a map showing their land in 1878.  
 
Dad and I drove the lands represented by the various plat maps, and believe that we located the farm that 
she owned in Sec. 26, and he also thinks this is the farm he remembered as belonging to Annie and Vard 
in the 1930s, which makes sense.  We have the documents showing Lizzie’s other heirs selling to Vard and 
Annie that particular piece of land, which would have given Vard and Annie clear title to a whole farm.  I 
think that Moses, Lizzie and the kids lived on the farm in Sec. 26, and that the land in Sec. 25 might have 
been where they farmed, but not lived.  The old plat maps don’t show a home on the Sec. 25 property. 
 

Lizzie had a will  
On May 21, 1900, her will was admitted in the probate court 

 
There are possibly three copies of Lizzie’s will; one is a copy that was written on tablet paper; it’s the 
original, I believe, with her actual signature.   
 
Another is the copy from the courthouse, which would have been copied into their book for the record.   
 
The third copy looks rougher than either of the first two mentioned, and I only have part of the first page 
of it.  If I were to guess, I would think that the fragment we have was copied from her first draft, the tablet 
form was polished, and the third copy was transcribed into the record.   
 
In the tablet version, ‘Effa’ is the named used.  In the copy in the record, ‘Effie’ is used.  In all three 
versions, Ernest is spelled Earnest. 
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Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning, partial will 
 
Lizzie’s actual signature is on the handwritten will, below: 
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Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning, handwritten will.2 
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Be it remembered that on this 21st day of May in the year of our lord one thousand nine hundred before 
me Marion L. Clay Judge  & ex-officio Clerk of the Probate Court, held in and for the county of Clark and 
State of Missouri, personally appeared G.H. Chewning and Jasper Corbin who being duly sworn upon their 
oath, depose and say that they were present and saw Lizzie Chewning sign the foregoing instrument, 
purporting to be the last will and testament of her the said Lizzie Chewning and hear her publish and 
declare the same to be her last will and testatment, and that at the time of signing the same, the said 
Lizzie Chewning was of sound and deposing mind, and that these deponent subscribed their names thereto 
as witnesses to the same, in the presence of the testator, and of each other, and at the request of said 
Lizzie Chewning and that she died at said County on the 7th day of May 1900 at Clark County Missouri. 
 
Sworn and subscribed before me    GH Chewning(signature) 
Marion L. Clary Judge &       his    
Clerk of the Probate Court,     Jasper          Corben   
The day and year first aforesaid.      mark 
 
ML Clay        Witness to mark Jas. G. Sansom 
Clerk 
 
I, Lizzie Chewning of the County of Clark and State of Missouri do make and publish this my last will and 
testament. 
 
I give and devise to my son Theodore Chewning his heirs and assigns (31) Thirty-one acres Described as 
follows: 
 
Off the west side of section (25) Twenty five all in Township No (64) sixty four Range No (8) Eight West 
 
I give and bequeath to my daughter Annie Lee (15) Fifteen Acres more or less Described as follows  off the 
north side of the south East Quarter of Section No. 26 in Township (64) sixty four Range No. 8 west 
 
I give and bequeath to my son Earnest Chewning Thirty one acres the center of section 25 Twenty five 
Township 64 Range 8 eight west 
 
I give and bequeath to my son Spencer Chewning (31) acres off the East side of section (25) Twenty five 
Township 64 sixty four Range (8) Eight west 
 
I give and bequeath to my daughter Effa Maud Chewning (25) acres off the South side of the North East 
fourth of the South East Quarter of section No Twenty Six (26) in Township No sixty four (64) Range No (8) 
Eight 
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I also give to my Daughter Annie Three acres of timber off the south end of section (25) Twenty five 
Township No. (64) sixty four Range No. 8 Eight west 
 
I also give to my Daughter Effa Maud Chewning Three (3) acres off the south end of section (25) Twenty 
five Township (64) Range 8 Eight West 
 
And lastly as to all the rest residue and remainder of my personal estate whatsoever after payment of all 
my just debts to be divided equally between all my children Effa is to get the house hold furniture. 
 
I hereby appoint my sole Executor of this my last will and testament Jas. G. Sansom hereby revoking all 
former wills by me made 
 
In witness where of I have hereunto set my hand this 27 day of September 1899. 
 

Lizzie Chewning (signature) 
 

Signed and declared by the above named Lizzie Chewning to be her last will and testament in the presence 
of us who at her request and in her presence have subscribed our names as witnesses thereto.   
 

G.H. Chewning (seal) 
                                                                                                                                                  his 

Jasper  Corben  (seal) 
                                                                                                                                                 mark 
 

Certificate of Probate 
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(page not entirely copied) 
 
Marion L. Clay  Judge of Probate 

Certificate of Probate 
 

State of Missouri  } 
County of Clark    }  ss 
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In the Probate Court of Clark County MO, I Marion L. Clay, Judge and Ex Officio Clerk of the Prob. Court of 
Clark County Missouri having examined the foregoing instrument purporting to be the last will and 
testament of Lizzie Chewning deceased – and signed by Lizzie Chewning deceased late of Clark County 
Missouri and having heard the testimony of G.H. Chewning and Jasper Corbin subscribing witnesses 
thereto in relation to the execution of the same do declare and adjudge said instrument to be the last will 
and testament of said Lizzie Chewning deceased and the same is therefore admitted to Probate. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand – and affixed the seal of said Court at Office this 21st 
day of May 1900. 
 

Marion L. Clay 
Judge of Probate 

 
 

Application for Letters of Administration 
 
The Application for Letters of Administration, filed May 14, 1900, lists Lizzie’s heirs, and where they lived. 
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Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning, App for Ltrs of Admin.1 
 

Appraisement of Personal Estate, 6/9/1900 
 
Attached is a page from the court ledger book, which is only a partial copy of the page containing Lizzie’s 
inventory.  In the margin it says:  not recorded but see Inventory  ML Clay Judge along the description of 
the land. 
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Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning, Appraisement of Personal Estate.1 
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One read muley whitefaced 
Heifer two years old        $25.00  
 
Forty acres described as follows: 
 
All of NE forth of the SE quarter of Sec (26) Township 64 range Eight west 
 
Also eighty acres E ½ of the N.W. quarter of Sect 25 
And nine acres described as commencing at the S.W. corner of the N E ¼ of said Section 25 thence north 
nine rods thence East nine and one half rods thence north one hundred and fifty one rods to the north line 
of said section thence west nine and one half rods thence south to beginning 
Also eleven acres South end of Thirteen acres  E side of the S.E. ¼ of S.W. quarter of Sec 25 all in Township 
64 range Eight West 
 
Also one note from W.B. Mayfield to the amount of      $10.00 
 

First Annual Settlement 
 
We have a copy of the 1st Annual Settlement and judgment for Lizzie’s estate, dated Aug 14, 1901.  I 
wonder if Lizzie had a sale; the first item listed is dated May 25, 1900, “to amount of sale of old cow and 
calf to Vard Webster, $35.00  (note:  Vard Webster was married to Anna Lee Chewning).  In the other 
estates I’ve transcribed, there has been a published sale of the estate inventory.  I don’t know if that 
happened in this case.  There are dates ranging from May 25, 1900, to August 17, 1901, on this 
Settlement. 
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Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning, 1st annual settlement.2 
 
Family names listed in this settlement are George Hanvey Chewning, Lizzie’s brother-in-law, Theodore 
Chewning, Lizzie’s son, Vard Webster, Lizzie’s son-in-law, and William Morris, Theodore’s brother-in-law, 
and my uncle on the Morris side. 
 

Taxes paid 12/1901 
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Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning, real estate tax receipt 1901 
 

 
Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning, real estate tax receipt 1902 
 

Second Annual Settlement 
 
There is a 2nd Annual Settlement, dated Aug. 13, 1902.   
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Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning, 2nd annual settlement.2 
 

Final Settlement, 2/9/1903 
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Lizzie’s heirs sell land to Kirchners, 2/9/1903 

 
Land in Sec. 25, the E ½ of the NW ¼  
 
In February of 1903, Lizzie’s heirs and their spouses entered into a General Warranty Deed with two 
Kirchner men, selling 104, ‘more or less,’ for $1510.  On the plat map from 1985, some of this land is still 
owned by Kirchners.  There may have been a problem with this record; try book 69, page 533. 
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Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning, heirs sell land to Kirchner, 2.1903.1 
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Lizzie’s heirs sell land to uncle George Hanvey Chewning, 2/9/1903 
 
Another General Warranty Deed, also dated February 9, 1903, between the same heirs and their spouses 
sold to George H. Chewning (who would be their uncle), for $1, the following land: 
 
…in consideration of the sum of One Dollars to them paid by the party of the second part …do by these 
presents grant, bargain, and sell, convey and confirm …the following described lots …  
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All of twenty acres more or less – all that part of the west three fourths of the north west fourth of the 
North west quarter of Section Twenty five (25) Township 64 Range 8 west, lying north of 10 acres more or 
less owned by Bergman heirs off the South end of said 30 acre tract.   
 
The land hereby conveyed being a tract 60 rods East and West and 54 rods North and South out of the 
North West corner of said Section 25 grantors convey as all of their heirs of M.W. Chewning and Lizzie 
Chewning both deceased.   
 
Note:  ‘the Bergman heirs,’ were probably family of Caroline Bergman Chewning, Stephen Chewning’s 
widow. 
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Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning, heirs sell land to Geo Hanvey Chewning, 2.1903.1 
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This transaction includes 15 acres: 
 
Grantee   Grantor 
Chewning, Theo  Chewning, G.H.  Book 78, page 69  year?? 15 acres 
Chewning, Spencer   or is it Book 69, page &78??? 
Chewning, Effie 
Chewning, Ernest 
 

Land in Sec. 26, the NE ¼ of the SE ¼ 
 
Grantee   Grantor 
Chewning, Theo  Webster, Vard Book 68, page 381 or 384  2/9/1903  
Chewning, Spencer 
Chewning, Effie 
Chewning, Ernest 
 
Lizzie’s children (Theodore, Ernest, Spencer and Effie) sold to Vard and Annie Chewning Webster the land 
where they were raised, the land where I believe Moses died, and also Lizzie died.  They all inherited it at 
their mother’s passing, and now they are selling their portion to Annie. 
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Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 

 

- 63 - 

 
 

8/2012 
 
Former property of Vardaman W. and Anna Lee Chewning Webster, Sec. 26, Union Twp., Clark County, 
MO.  Pictures taken 8/2012.  This farm was formerly owned by Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie 
Cannon Chewning, and where she raised their family after he died in 1888.  We also believe Lizzie and 
quite possibly Moses died in this house, or on this property (don’t know how old the house is).  Dad used 
to visit Aunt Annie and Uncle Vard here as a child in the 1930s, and recognized the drive to the house 
when we took a genealogy trip through Clark County in 8/2012. 
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1896 map, Union Twp., Clark County, MO 
 
E ½ NE ¼ Sec. 26, Twp. 64, Range 8   80 Acres 
 
Land originally owned by Granville, passed to Moses, then to Lizzie, then to Anna Lee Chewning 
Webster 
 
Shows land owned by Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning, willed to her at her husband's death in 
1888.  The land in Sec. 26 is later willed to all Lizzie’s heirs.   
 
In 1903 they sold their portions to Anna Lee Chewning Webster, so that she and Uncle Vard would have 
an intact farm.  
 
I have been told by Keith Owen, grandson of Anna Lee Chewning Webster, that Lizzie raised their family 
on the land in Sec. 26.  Anna's family was also born and raised on this property, and they attended the 
school shown as Clark SH No. 2 on this map, west of E. Chewning land. 
 
Notice on the 1896 map the family names:   
 
Sec. 26 
C. Gibson, Caroline Bergman Chewning Gipson, widow of Stephen A. Douglass Chewning.  Sec. 26, 40 
acres. 
G H C was George Hanvey Chewning, Moses’ brother.  Sec. 26, just 5 acres. 
E Chewning, Sec. 26, 40 acres. 
 
Sec. 25 
Eliz Chewning, Sec. 25, 99 acres 
G H Chewning, George Hanvey Chewning, Sec. 25, 20 acres. 
 
 
 
 

The History of the land eventually owned by Anna Lee Chewning Webster 
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Land Patent: 
US General Land Office Records 
Name:  Granville Chewning, of Frederick County, VA 
 
Document number 10614, dated 8/2/1838 
E ½ of the NE ¼ of Section 26, Twp 64, Range 8W, 80 Acres 
 
1838  Original plat map, showing 80 acres to Granville Chewning 
 

 
 
1878  Map  MW Chewning, 40 acres 
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This 1878 plat map shows  
 
G Chewning (George Hanvey Chewning) in Sec. 24.  George was Moses’ brother. 
 
L Ullman (Louis Ullman, husband of Henrietta Chewning Ullman) in Sec. 24.  Henrietta was Moses’ sister. 
 
J. Chewning (James Madison Chewning) in Sec. 25.  James was Moses’ brother. 
 
M.W. (Moses William) Chewning in Sec. 26. 
 
School #2 is shown on this 1878 map.   
 
1896  Map  E. Chewning (Moses’ widow), 40 acres 
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1915  Map  Vard Webster, husband of Anna Chewning Webster, Moses’ daughter 
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This enlargement below shows the former land owned by Moses and Lizzie, now owned by Vard and Anna 
Lee Chewning Webster, in Sec. 26.   
 
Caroline Bergman Chewning (now shown without the last name of Gipson or Gibson) still owns the farm 
just north of them, in Sec. 26. 
 
George Hanvey Chewning has property in Sec. 25.  He also has land in Sec. 24, which seems to be where 
Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning are buried. 
 
Thos. Morris is shown owning part of the 99 acre parcel owned by Lizzie on the 1896 map.  Thomas Morris 
was the brother of Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, Theodore’s wife. 
 
Mary Webster owned land adjacent to Caroline Chewning’s.  Mary was Mary Alba Morris Webster, 
another sibling of Nancy Ann Morris Chewning. 
 
Mary Thomas Fetters Chewning, widow of James Madison Chewning, also granddaughter of Newbold NJ 
and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon has farm in Sec. 33. 
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1930  Map   Vard Webster, 40 acres 
 
Sec. 26: 
Vard Webster 
Anna Lee Chewning Webster owns land formerly owned by J. McGuire on the 1915 map 
 
Caroline Bergman Chewning 
Mary Alba Morris Webster 
 
Sec. 25: 
Early Chewning, on land formerly owned by his father, George Hanvey Chewning 
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Properties included in settling Granville Washington Chewning’s estate 
 
Real Estate as Follows: 
 
40 Acres    S.W.   N.E.               Section 24   T   64   R   8 
20    “         N ½    N.W. S.E.                     “            “          “ 
40    “         S.E.    N.W                             “             “          “ 
80    “         W ½   N.E. qr                         25          “          “ 
40    “         N.E.    S.W.                               “          “          “ 
80    “         E ½     N.W.                              “           “          “ 
40    “         N.W.   N.W.                             “           “          “ 
30     “       ¾ N.E.   N.E.                            26           “          “ 
40     “       S.E.      S.W.                             13           “          “ 
 
 

 
 
 

 
This I got from Bonnie Downes, from her father, Roger Downes, 1/19/2008: 
 
He couldn’t remember for sure how many siblings Granddad Chewning had, but remembered Uncle 
Earnest the preacher, whom he met once when he was a kid when Uncle Earnest visited Monmouth; he 
remembered Aunt Effie, Granddad’s sister, and of course, Uncle Spence, but didn’t know how many others 
there were, but, according to him, there were a bunch. 
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Children of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
Grandchildren of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 

Grandchildren of Newbold NJ and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon 
Great Grandchildren of Newbold and Unicy Beckner Cannon 
Great Grandchildren of Frederick and Mary Locke Beckner 

 
 
According to an obit I found 2/2020 for Elizabeth, she had 9 children, 4 sons, 5 daughters.  I don’t have a 
record of another son, but of course I might not have a record of an infant’s birth and death. 

 
1. Theodore Chewning, b. 11/21/1871/2, Union Twp., Clark County, MO; m. Nancy Ann Morris 

12/28/1897, Union Twp., Clark County, MO; d. 1/16/1933, Monmouth, Warren, IL; buried in 
Monmouth Cemetery, Monmouth, Warren, IL. 

2. Anna Lee Chewning Webster Felker, b. 11/14/1874, Union Twp., Clark County, MO; m. 1st Vardaman 
W. Webster, 11/10/1897, Clark County, MO; m. 2nd Hubert E. Felker, 11/4/1956, Kahoka, Clark, MO; 
d. 7/24/1960, Kahoka, Clark, MO; buried in Cedar Grove Baptist Church Cemetery, Clark County, MO. 

3. Francis (Fann/Fannie) Chewning, b. about 1877, Union Twp., Clark County, MO; d. about 1893, Union 
Twp., Clark County, MO. 

4. Ernest William Chewning, b. 1/17/1879, Union Twp., Clark County, MO; m. Idella Pearl Stinson 
12/31/1902, probably Lewis County, MO; d. 12/18/1936, El Dorado Springs, Cedar, MO; buried in 
Orient Cemetery, Harrisonville, Cass, MO. 

5. Reatha Chewning, b. 1881, Union Twp., Clark County, MO; d. 1881, Union Twp., Clark County, MO; 
buried in Antioch Cemetery, Antioch, Clark, MO. 

6. Edytha Chewning, b. 1881, Union Twp., Clark County, MO; d. 1881, Union Twp., Clark County, MO; 
buried in Antioch Cemetery, Antioch, Clark, MO. 

7. Spencer Lee Chewning, b. 10/2/1881, Kahoka, Clark, MO; m. Mary Toops, 7/29/1906, Monmouth, 
Warren, IL; d. 5/16/1961, Monmouth, Warren, IL; buried in Monmouth Cemetery, Monmouth, 
Warren, IL 

8. Effie Maud Chewning Davidson, b. 9/5/1883, Union Twp., Clark County, MO; m. Adaph Malachai 
Davidson, 12/24/1905, Ashton, Clark, MO; d. 6/11/1973, Kahoka, Clark, MO; buried in Ashton 
Methodist Church Cemetery, Ashton, Clark, MO. 
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Written by Ruby Grace Chewning Pipes, daughter of Ernest William Chewning. 
 
 

Maps 
 

1878   Sarah Gates  about 110 acres  bought from Granville’s heirs in 1876 
 
1898   Eliz. Chewning  99 acres  she borrowed against al 99 acres in 1889 
 
1915 Thos Morris. 35 acres  (Francis Moseley Morris died in 1924) 
 
1930 H.C. Keeine   35 acres 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


