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The children of 
Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning 

 
Grandchildren of Moses and Elizabeth Ann Cannon Chewning 

Great Grandchildren of Newbold J NJ and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon 
Great Grandchildren of Granville and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 

 
and 

 
Grandchildren of Charles and Francis Harriet Moseley Morris 

Great Grandchildren of Churchill Payne and Nancy Ann Chastain Moseley 
Great Grandchildren of William and Sarah Brewer Morris 

 
November 8, 2023 

 
There is always an issue of how to decide where people were born, when they lived in the country.  I use the 
places that I most often see in their paper trail, knowing that oftentimes those born in the country will use the 
nearest town as their birthplace, even though they were born at home on the farm.   

1. Baby boy Chewning, b. 1899, probably, Neeper?, Union Twp., Clark County, MO; d. 4/1899, Union Twp.? 
Neeper?, Clark County, MO; buried 4/4/1899, Clark County, MO. 

 
2. Austin Raymond (Bill) Chewning, b. 2/18/1901, Neeper? Union Twp., Clark, MO; m. Ethel Elzina Brown, 

5/5/1929, Keithsburg, Mercer, IL; d. 5/21/1987, Fillmore, Ventura, CA.  Buried in Warren County Memorial 
Park, Monmouth, Warren, IL. 

 
3. Herville Payne Chewning, b. 4/4/1903, Ashton, Clark, MO; m. Esther Bonita Tarr, 10/12/1927, Monmouth, 

Warren, IL; d. 7/2/1963, Monmouth, Warren, IL.  Buried in Warren County Memorial Park, Monmouth, 
Warren, IL. 

 
4. Letha Florence Chewning Downes, b. 8/29/1904, Ashton, Clark, MO; m. Maurice Emil Downes 2/27/1924, 

Monmouth, Warren, IL; d. 5/18/1986, Monmouth, Warren, IL.  Buried in Monmouth Cemetery, Monmouth, 
Warren, IL. 
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Baby Boy Chewning 

Son of Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning 
Grandson of Moses and Elizabeth Ann Cannon Chewning 

 
 

Theodore’s obit mentions the loss of an infant son.  I can’t find this newspaper online. 
 

 
 
 

Austin Raymond Bill Chewning 
Son of Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning 

Grandson of Moses and Elizabeth Ann Cannon Chewning 



 
 

Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 
 

- 3 - 

 
 

Austin Raymond was born 2/18/1901, in Neeper or Union Twp., Clark, MO.  Apparently always called Bill by his 
family, he is on the 1910 census with his parents and siblings. 
 

 
Austin Raymond Bill and Ethel Chewning stone, Monmouth Memorial Cem., Monmouth, Warren, IL 
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Austin Raymond Bill, Letha Florence, Herville Payne Chewning, Ashton, Clark, MO.  Handwriting is Florence’s (my 
grandmother). 
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Austin Raymond Bill Chewning and his engine 1916 
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Austin Raymond Bill Chewning, 1917 
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Austin Raymond Bill Chewning, Herville Payne Chewning and friends, 1917 
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Austin Raymond Bill Chewning, 1920 
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Austin Raymond Bill Chewning, friend, Herville Payne Downes, 1920 
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Austin Raymond Bill Chewning, Herville Payne Chewning 
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Austin Raymond Bill Chewning 1921 
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Austin Raymond Bill Chewning and Esther Kenneth, 1922 
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1942.  William Payne Morris and family, including Austin Raymond Bill Chewning, seated right.  Wiley Ora Morris is 
seated, left.  William Morris was Bill’s uncle, his mother’s brother.  The women are Ruby Pearl Morris, France 
Rachel ‘Billie’ Morris, and Virginia E. Morris. Not sure which is which, but they are Uncle William’s daughters. 
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Cleo Ernest Chewning and Austin Raymond Bill Chewning 
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Austin Raymond Bill Chewning birth, Neeper col., KahokaGazetteHerald, 3.1.1901 (date is hard to read) 
 
This newspaper clipping, copied from the Kahoka Library, shows the announcement of Austin Raymond Bill’s birth 
in the NEEPER section of the paper.  The column following this shows the Ashton news; therefore, I don’t believe 
that Theodore and Nancy were living in Ashton until after 1903. 
 
Neeper is the address used on Nancy Ann’s mother’s (Francis Harriet Moseley Morris) census records.  Could they 
have been living with her mother?? Or did they have their own farm at that point?  Theodore was a blacksmith in 
Antioch; Neeper was just a short distance west. 
 
 
1910 census, Lincoln Twp., Clark County, MO 
Theodore Chewning, 39, married 12 years, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, blacksmith, owns own shop, owns home 
with mortgage 
Nancy M. Chewning, 37, married 12 years, 4 children, 3 living, b. in IL, father b. in England, mother b. in IL 
Raymond A., 9, b. in MO, father b. in MO, mother b. in IL, attended school in last year 
Harvel (census looks like Hurvel), 7, etc. 
Florence, 5, etc.  
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Letha Florence Chewning Downes, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 3.2.1917 
 

 
Francis Harriet Moseley Morris, ClarkCountyCourier, 5.3.1918 
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Letha Florence Chewning Downes, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 11.21.1919 
 
 
 
Sometime around 1919, Theodore and Nancy Ann moved to Monmouth with Herville and Florence; for some 
reason, Raymond (Bill) Chewning stayed behind for a time, living with his aunt, Effie Chewning Davidson.   
Grandma Downes (Letha Florence) said they moved in Dec. 1919. 
 
 
1920 census, Lincoln Twp., Clark County, MO  (Ashton) 
A.M. Davidson, 42, owns farm, b. in MO, father b. in IL, mother b. in MO, machinist 
Effie Davidson, 36, b. in MO, parents b. in US 
J. Edward, 7, b. in MO; parents b.in MO 
Hibbert W., 5, etc. 
Raymond Chewning, 19, nephew, b. in MO, father b. in MO, mother b. in IL, no occupation 
 
 
1922 Monmouth Directory 

 
 

 
Austin Raymond Bill Chewning, Effie Maud Chewning Davidson, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 9.11.1925 
 
 

 
Raymond, Herville, Theodore Chewning, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 4.1.1927 
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Bill married in Keithsburg, in 1929 

 
Bill married Ethel Elzina Brown May 5, 1929, in Keithsburg, Mercer, IL, daughter of Clemet Brown and Mary 
McPheron.   
 
They were married on Ethel's birthday at the parsonage in Keithsburg. Esther and Dan stood up with them. (that 
might be her brother, Dan Brown). 
 

 
Austin Raymond Bill Chewning, marr, TheRockIslandArgus, 5.7.1929 
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]  
Aug. 2012  916 S. 3rd St., Monmouth 
 
 
Cleo Ernest Chewning and Austin Raymond Bill Chewning 
 
He is living next door to his father and mother, and two doors from his brother, Herville.  He would live at 916 3rd 
St. for most of his life.  In his very last year(s) he moved in with his son, Theodore Allen, and his wife Nita, in CA. 
 
1930 census, Monmouth, Warren, IL at 916 S. 3rd Street 
Austin R. Chewning, 29, owns home, value $900, no radio set, married at 28, b. in MO, father b. in MO, mother b. 
in IL, brickman, day work, works for wages 
Ethel Chewning, 20, married at 20, b. in IL, parents b. in IL 
 
 

 
Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, Herville, Raymond, Letha Florence Chewning Downes, Effie Maud Chewning 
Davidson, ClarkCountyCourie, 10.17.1930 
 

 
Austin Raymond, Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 7.8.1932 
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Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, others, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 8.17.1934 
 
1936 Monmouth, Warren, IL directory 

 
 
 
1939 Monmouth, Warren, IL 

 
 
1940 census, Monmouth, Warren, IL  916 S. 3rd Street 
Austin R. Chewning, 39, owns home, value $1,000, not a farm, completed 2 grades of high school, b. in MO, 
Monmouth, IL in 1935, no, no, no, yes (if not seeking work, did he have a job?), blacksmithing and welding, own 
shop 
Ethel E. Chewning*, 30, completed 1 year of college?  C-1, b. in IL, same place, not employed, housework 
Mary A., 9, completed 4th grade, b. in IL, same house 
Lillian E., 6, completed 1st grade, b. in IL 
Theodore A., 4, b. in IL 
Cleo E., 2, b. in IL 
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Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, Austin Raymond Chewning, Effie Maud Chewning Davidson, ClarkCountyCourier, 
8.2.1940 
 
1943 Monmouth Directory 

 
 
1950 census, Monmouth, Warren, IL 
Austin R. Chewning, 49, b. in MO, working, 55 hrs/wk, blacksmithing, blacksmith, own account 
Ethel E. Chewning, 40, b. in IL, working, 42 hrs/wk, teaching, beauty school 
Lillan E., 16, b. in IL, 
Theodore A., 14, b. in IL, 
Cleo E., 12, b. in IL, 
 
 
The 1958 directory shows that Aunt Ethel and Uncle Bill weren’t living together; also, neither were working at the 
blacksmith shop, but another man, Dale E. Schisler, was: 
 
1958 Monmouth, Warren, IL directory 

 
 
The 1960 directory shows Ethel Elzina Brown Chewning, living at 1120 E. 11th, which was Cleo Sage’s address.  Also 
at that address is Edna Chewning – I don’t know who Edna Chewning is.   
 
Howdy Priss, 
  
I have no recollection whatsoever of an Edna Chewning.  Aunt Ethel left Uncle Bill (have no recollection, date wise, 
of just when that was) and moved in with Cleo Sage, ostensibly to care for him.  And I know that they lived toward 
the east end of East 11th street, so the 1120 address seems to me to undoubtedly be Cleo Sages place.  Cleo 
subsequently died and I’m not sure just where Aunt Ethel lived after that, or who she might have lived with i.e., did 
she continue to live in Cleo Sage’s house???  
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Edna Chewning is a complete unknown to me.  But here’s some food for thought.  Aunt Ethel’s youngest child was 
Cleo. (There is little doubt that Cleo’s father was Cleo Sage.)  Young Cleo was a real zero in terms of his personal 
life.  He was into the bottle, was arrested numerous times for numerous things, spent time off and on in the local 
jail (no hard time that I know of).  He died young as a result of his dissipation.  He had some women troubles, (don’t 
really know any particulars) but know that he was married at one time, and that either he was separated or 
divorced.  I’m sure that he had a kid or some kids. And so I’m wondering, it’s a complete speculative guess, if 
perhaps Edna was one of Cleo’s wives or live ins, and that Aunt Ethel was ‘helping’ her or whatever. 
  
All for now, 
The Ole Man 
 
 
 
1960 Monmouth, Warren, IL directory 

 
 

Ethel d. in 1973 
 
Death Index: 
Ethel Chewning 
Last Residence:  Monmouth, Warren, IL 
Born:  5 May 1909 
Died Sep. 1973 
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Ethel Elzina Brown Chewning obit, GalesburgRegisterMail, 9.10.1973 
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Ethel Elzina Brown Chewning, obit, GalesburgRegisterMail, 9.11.1973 
 



 
 

Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 
 

- 31 - 

 
Ethel Elzina Brown Chewning, obit, TheRockIslandArgus, 9.11.1973 
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Bill d. in 1987 
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Bill moved to California in the last year of his life, and lived with his son and daughter-in-law, Allen and Nita  
Chewning.   
 
California Death Index 
Austin Raymond Chewning 
Birth Date:  18 Feb. 1901 
Death Date:  21 May 1987 
Death Place:  Ventura 
Mother’s Maiden Name:  Morris 
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Austin Raymond Bill Chewning obit and estate sale, sent to me by Nita Chewning 
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Uncle Bill had a will: 
 
Chewning  Austin Ray    date:  5/27/1987k Book:  Will Dep    Admin:  Not probated (AKA) A.R. Chewning  
 
I got this typed genealogy years ago, I think from Dad. 
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The children of Austin Raymond Bill and Ethel Elzina Brown Chewning 
Grandchildren of Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning 

Great Grandchildren of Moses and Elizabeth Ann Cannon Chewning 
 
1. Mary Ann Chewning Lee Merry, b. 6/21/1930, Monmouth, Warren, IL; m. 1st Richard Neal Lee, 1949; divorced; 

m. 2nd Roscoe John Merry, 1963; divorced; d. 7/31/2018, Casper, Natrona, WY; buried in Dubois Cemetery, 
Dubois, Fremont, WY. 

 
2. Lillian Eloise Chewning Steele, b. 1/19/1934, Monmouth, Warren, IL; m. Phillip E. Steele, 2/29/1952, 

Monmouth, Warren, IL; d. 8/17/1975, Galesburg, Knox, IL; buried in Memorial Park Cemetery, Monmouth, 
Warren, IL. 

 
3. Theodore Allen Chewning, b. 8/12/1935, Monmouth, Warren, IL; m. Nita Evelyn Jacobson, 9/1956; d. 

2/21/2007, Burleson, Johnson, TX; buried in Dallas National Cemetery, Dallas, Dallas, TX. 
 
4. Cleo Ernest Chewning, b. 2/9/1938, Monmouth, Warren, IL; m. Margaret Jean Lathrop, 4/1947; divorced 

before before 1974; d. 6/21/1994 
 
Mary Ann Chewning Lee Merry 
Daughter of Austin Raymond Bill and Ethel Elzina Brown Chewning 
Granddaughter of Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning 
Great Granddaughter of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
 
These childhood pictures of Mary Ann are from Letha Florence Chewning Downes’ photo album. 
 

          
 



 
 

Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 
 

- 39 - 

 
 

  
Mary Ann Chewning Lee Merry 
 
1940 census, Monmouth, Warren, IL  916 S. 3rd Street 
Austin R. Chewning, 39, owns home, value $1,000, not a farm, completed 2 grades of high school, b. in MO, 
Monmouth, IL in 1935, no, no, no, yes (if not seeking work, did he have a job?), blacksmithing and welding, own 
shop 
Ethel E. Chewning*, 30, completed 1 year of college?  C-1, b. in IL, same place, not employed, housework 
Mary A., 9, completed 4th grade, b. in IL, same house 
Lillian E., 6, completed 1st grade, b. in IL 
Theodore A., 4, b. in IL 
Cleo E., 2, b. in IL 
 
She married Richard Lee, 1949, per her obit.   
 
1950 census, Monmouth, Warren, IL 
Richard Lee, 22, b. in IL, working, 48 hrs/wk, Rinker Const 
Mary Ann Lee, 19, b. in IL, working, 45 hrs/wk, clerk, Spurgeons Dry Goods 
 
She had a son, Rick L. Lee, b. 4/5/1953. 
 
Married again to Roscoe Merry in 1963, also divorced. 
 

Mary Ann d. in Casper, Natrona, WY 
 

DUBOIS, Wyo. — Mary Ann (Chewning) Merry, Dubois, died July 31, 2018, at Wyoming Medical Center in Casper. 
She was 88 years old. 
 
Cremation has taken place. Graveside service will be at 10 a.m. Aug. 18, 2018, at the Dubois Cemetery. A luncheon 
will follow at the VFW Post. 
 
Mary Ann Chewning was born June 21, 1930, in Monmouth, Illinois. 
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She married Richard Lee in 1949; the couple had one son, Rick Lee. They later divorced and she married Roscoe 
Merry, also of Monmouth, in 1963. 
 
She worked at Form Fit Rogers in Monmouth until she moved to Dubois in 1969. While living in Dubois, she 
worked at the Rustic Pine Steakhouse and the Ramshorn Inn. Later, the Merrys bought the Stagecoach Motel. After 
they divorced, she worked at Welty’s General Store and then at Wyo LP Gas until her retirement in 1995. 
 
She started the first blood drive in Dubois and served on the Fremont County Election Board for many years. 
 
She was a life member of Ramar Brown VFW Auxiliary 10056. She was elected to all offices in Auxiliary 10056 and 
District 7, including district president (1973-1974). She was also elected to all Department of Wyoming offices, 
presiding as president 1980-1981. 
 
She loved camping, gardening, sewing, four-wheeling, snowmobiling and cooking, especially baking. 
 
She is survived by her son, Rick L. Lee (Susan) of Dubois; grandson, Douglas Lee of Laramie; granddaughter, Tammy 
Lee of Prescott, Arizona; grand dog Bubba; and numerous nieces and nephews. 
 
She was preceded in death by her parents, Austin Raymond and Ethel Chewning; brothers, Cleo Chewning and Alan 
Chewning; and sister, Eloise Steele. 
 
Donations in her name may be made to the VFW National Home for Children, 3573 S. Waverly Road, Eaton Rapids, 
MI 48827. 
 
Son of Richard Neal and Mary Ann Chewning Lee 
Grandson of Austin Raymond Bill and Ethel Elzina Brown Chewning 
Grandson of Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning 
 
Ricky Lynn Lee, b. 4/5/1953;  
 
 
Lillian Eloise Chewning Steele 
Daughter of Austin Raymond Bill and Ethel Elzina Brown Chewning 
Granddaughter of Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning 
Great Granddaughter of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
 
 

 
Lillian Eloise Chewning Steele stone, Memorial Park Cemetery, Monmouth, Warren, IL 
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Phillip Eugene Steele stone, Warren County Memorial Park, Monmouth, Warren, IL 
 
1940 and 1950 census with her parents at 916 S. 3rd St. 
 
I found a Monmouth directory for 1952, with Phillip and Lillian Eloise living at 916 S. 3rd St. 
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Lillian Eloise Chewning Steele, marr, TheRockIslandArgus, 3.1.1952 
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Deborah Anne Steele, GalesburgRegisterMail, 7.21.1953 
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Lillian Eloise Chewning Steele obit, MonmouthReviewAtlas, 8.18.1975 
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Lillian Eloise Chewning Steele, obit, TheRockIslandArgus, 8.18.1975 
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MONMOUTH – Phillip E. Steele, North Palm Beach, Fla., died on April 30, 2009. 
He was born in Monmouth on Sept. 24, 1931, the son of Charles and Lena (Strickler) Steele. 
Steele was a graduate of Roseville High School. 
He served in the Navy during the Korean War and was a member of the VFW post 2301 and later post 10132 (Hobe 
Sound, Fla.).  
He farmed in the Roseville area and then worked at Wilson foods.  He moved to Florida in 1988 where he enjoyed 
farming, good weather and ballroom dancing. 
He was preceded in death by his parents, his wife Lillian Eloise (Chewning) Steele and his brother William Steele. 
He is survived by companion, Lydia Stone, North Palm Beach, Fla.; four daughters, Nancy (Brian) O'Grady, Zion, 
Cindy (Tom) Trimble, Newark, Del., Jil (Randy) Bale, Terrell, Texas, Mary (Larry) Dysert, Monmouth; one son, Chuck 
Steele, Monmouth; 12 grandchildren, Jennifer, Jeffrey and Nicholas King, Paula (Steve) Hutton, Robert (Jordan) 
Trimble, Tanya Tucker, Christopher (Jessica) Tucker, Laura (Omar) Durrand, Elisha and Ashley Lewis, Zachary and 
Lunden Steele; and 11 great-grandchildren. 
The family is planning a memorial service at Monmouth Cemetery on Friday, July 10. 
 
Children of Phillip E. and Lillian Eloise Chewning Steele 
Grandchildren of Austin Raymond and Ethel Elzina Brown Chewning 
Great Grandchildren of Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning 
Great Great Grandchilldren of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 

1. Debra Anne Steele, b. 7/19/1953, Monmouth, Warren, IL; d. 7/20/1953, Monmouth, Warren, IL; buried in 
Warren County Memorial Park, Monmouth, Warren, IL. 
 

2. Nancy Katherine Steele O’Grady, b. 2/2/1955; m. Brian O’Grady;  
 

3. Cindy Lou Steele Trimble, b. 2/16/1957; m. Robert Thomas Trimble, about 1975; 
 

4. Mary Joann Chewning Dysert, b. 7/11/1958; m. Larry Dysert;  
 

5. Jill Louise Steele Bale, b. 10/23/1959;  
 

6. Charles R. Steele, b. 8/23/1963;  

 
 
 
 

 
Debra Ann Steele stone, 2011, Warren County Memorial Park, Monmouth, Warren, IL 
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Debra Anne Steele, stone, 2019, Warren County Memorial Park, Monmouth, Warren, IL 
 
Theodore Allen Chewning 
Son of Austin Raymond Bill and Ethel Elzina Brown Chewning 
Grandson of Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning 
Great Grandson of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
 
 

 
Theodore Allen Chewning, from Letha Florence Chewning Downes’ photo album. 
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Ronald Walters, Cleo Chewning, center, Theodore Allen Chewning, right, Monmouth, IL.  From Nita Chewning. 
 
 
 

 
Theodore Allen Chewning, 1952 Monmouth hs yrbook, Monmouth, Warren, IL 
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Theodore Allen Chewning, from Nita Chewning 
 
 

 
Theodore Allen and Nita Evelyn Jacobson Chewning family 
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Theodore Allen Chewning stone, Dallas National Cemetery, Dallas, TX 
 
 
1940 census with his parents at 916 S. 3rd St. 
 
1950 census, Monmouth, Warren, IL 
Austin R. Chewning, 49, b. in MO, working, 55 hrs/wk, blacksmithing, blacksmith, own account 
Ethel E. Chewning, 40, b. in IL, working, 42 hrs/wk, teaching, beauty school 
Lillan E., 16, b. in IL, 
Theodore A., 14, b. in IL, 
Cleo E., 12, b. in IL, 
 
Allen married Nita Evelyn Jacobson 9/1956, according to Nita’s obit. 
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Theodore Allen Chewning, obit, FortWorthStarTelegram, 2.26.2007 
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Nita Evelyn Jacobson Chewning, obit, VenturaCountyStar, 11.18.2019 
 
Children of Theodore Allen and Nita Evelyn Jacobson Chewning 
Grandchildren of Austin Raymond and Ethel Elzina Brown Chewning 
Great Grandchildren of Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning 
Great Great Grandchilldren of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
 

1. Karen Sue Chewning Buffalohead, b. 8/25/1957, San Bernardino, San Bernardino, CA; m. Mark Buffalohead;  
 

2. Theodore Allen Chewning, Jr., b. 6/20/1959, San Bernardino, CA; m. Terry 
 

3. Ethel Lynn Chewning Solis, b. 8/28/1960, San Bernardino, CA; m. Solis 
 

4. Diane Elizabeth Chewning Miller Cuske, b. 10/1962; m. 1st Cary Dean Miller; m. 2nd Johnny J. Cuske;  

 
Cleo Ernest Chewning 
Son of Austin Raymond Bill and Ethel Elzina Brown Chewning 
Grandson of Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning 
Great Grandson of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
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Cleo Ernest Chewning, stone, Warren County Memorial Park, Monmouth, Warren, IL 
 
 

 
Cleo Ernest Chewning and Austin Raymond Bill Chewning 
 
Howdy Priss, 
  
I have no recollection whatsoever of an Edna Chewning.  Aunt Ethel left Uncle Bill (have no recollection, date wise, 
of just when that was) and moved in with Cleo Sage, ostensivly to care for him.  And I know that they lived toward 
the east end of East 11th street, so the 1120 address seems to me to undoubtedly be Cleo Sages place.  Cleo 
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subsequently died and I’m not sure just where Aunt Ethel lived after that, or who she might have lived with i.e., did 
she continue to live in Cleo Sage’s house???  
  
Edna Chewning is a complete unknown to me.  But here’s some food for thought.  Aunt Ethel’s youngest child was 
Cleo. (There is little doubt that Cleo’s father was Cleo Sage.)  Young Cleo was a real zero in terms of his personal 
life.  He was into the bottle, was arrested numerous times for numerous things, spent time off and on in the local 
jail (no hard time that I know of).  He died young as a result of his dissipation.  He had some women troubles, (don’t 
really know any particulars) but know that he was married at one time, and that either he was separated or 
divorced.  I’m sure that he had a kid or some kids. And so I’m wondering, it’s a complete speculative guess, if 
perhaps Edna was one of Cleo’s wives or live ins, and that Aunt Ethel was ‘helping’ her or whatever. 
  
All for now, 
The Ole Man 
 
1940 census with his parents. 
 
1950 census, Monmouth, Warren, IL 
Austin R. Chewning, 49, b. in MO, working, 55 hrs/wk, blacksmithing, blacksmith, own account 
Ethel E. Chewning, 40, b. in IL, working, 42 hrs/wk, teaching, beauty school 
Lillan E., 16, b. in IL, 
Theodore A., 14, b. in IL, 
Cleo E., 12, b. in IL, 
 
1956 Monmouth directory 
Chewning, Cleo lab Vitality Mills, r926 S. 3d.   
 

 
Cleo Ernest Chewning, marr lic, TheRockIslandArgus, 4.6.1957 
 
1958 Monmouth, Warren, IL directory 

 
 
The 1960 directory shows Ethel Elzina Brown Chewning, living at 1120 E. 11th, which was Cleo Sage’s address.  Also 
at that address is Edna Chewning – I don’t know who Edna Chewning is.  Cleo Sage d. in 1967.  Cleo and his wife, 
Edith, divorced in 1951.  Edith remarried in 1956 (to Lee Thomas). 
 
I found a newspaper article that 1120 E. 11th ave. was lived in by Ernest Skees.   
 
1960 Monmouth, Warren, IL directory 
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Cleo Ernest Chewning, family quarrel, GalesburgRegisterMail, 1.22.1973 
 
 

 
Cleo Ernest Chewning, GalesburgRegisterMail, 2.3.1973 
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Cleo Ernest Chewning, GalesburgRegisterMail, 11.24.1973 
 

Margaret remarried in 1974 
 

I haven’t found a divorce date, but Margaret married Marvin Jean Figle in 1974.   
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Margaret Jean Lathrop Chewning Figle, GalesburgRegisterMail, 5.14.1974 
 

 
Cleo Ernest Chewning, GalesburgRegisterMail, 4.4.1977 
 
 

 
Cleo Ernest Chewning, TheRockIslandArgus, 6.21.1977 
 

 
Cleo Ernest Chewning, GalesburgRegisterMail, 6.22.1977 
 
 
 



 
 

Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 
 

- 58 - 

 
Cleo Ernest Chewning, arrest, TheRockIslandArgus, 6.28.1977 
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Cleo Ernest Chewning, TheRockIslandArgus, 8.25.1978 
 



 
 

Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 
 

- 60 - 

I didn’t include every article I found about Cleo and being in trouble with the law – they all seemed to concern 
alcohol, disorderly conduct, driving, etc. 
 
Daughter of Cleo Ernest and Margaret Jean Lathrop Chewning 
Granddaughter of Austin Raymond and Ethel Elzina Brown Chewning 
Great Granddaughter of Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning 
Great Great Granddaughter of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
 
Lynette Marie Chewning Kemmitt, b. 7/11/1958; m. Steven Harold Kemmitt, 5/1978, probably Warren County, IL;  
 
 

 
Lynette Marie Chewning Kemmitt, marr, lic, TheRockIslandArgus, 5.4.1978 
 

   
Steven Harold Kimmett, arrested for theft, TheRockIslandArgus, 7.9.1981 
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Herville Payne Chewning 
Son of Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning 

Grandson of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
 

 
      

 
Warren County Memorial Park, Monmouth, Warren, Illinois, USA 
 
In the 1983, my dad, H. Finley Downes, took his mother, Letha Florence Chewning Downes, around the area in 
which she was raised.  The handwriting on this page is hers. 
 
 



 
 

Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 
 

- 62 - 

\\ 
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Herville Payne Chewning, 1918, probably Ashton, Clark, MO 
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Esther Bonita Tarr Chewning, 1923 
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Herville Payne and Esther Bonita Tarr Chewning, 1924 
 

 
Esther Bonita Tarr Chewning, 1925 
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Herville Payne and Esther Bonita Tarr Chewning, 1926 
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Herville Payne and Esther Bonita Tarr Chewning 
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Estella Ann Chewning, Herville Payne Chewning, and Maurice Emil Downes (glasses), 1934 
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Chewning Blacksmith shop 802 South third Street, Monmouth, Warren, IL 
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Esther Bonita Tarr Chewning, 1976 
 
 
 
 
1910 census, Lincoln Twp., Clark, MO 
Theodore Chewning, 39, married 12 years, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, blacksmith, owns own shop, owns home 
with mortgage 
Nancy M. Chewning, 37, married 12 years, 4 children, 3 living, b. in IL, father b. in England, mother b. in IL 
Raymond A., 9, b. in MO, father b. in MO, mother b. in IL, attended school in last year 
Harvel (census looks like Hurvel), 7, etc. 
Florence, 5, etc.  
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Francis Harriet Moseley Morris, ClarkCountyCourier, 5.3.1918 
 
 

 
Letha Florence Chewning Downes, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 11.21.1919 
 
1920 census, Monmouth Ward 5, Warren, IL, 1108 S. 6th Street 
Theodore Chewning, rents home, 48, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, blacksmith, plow factory 



 
 

Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 
 

- 74 - 

Nancy, 46, b. in IL, father b. in England, mother b. in IL 
Herville, 17, b. in MO, father b. in MO, mother b. in IL, attended school in last year 
Florence, 15, etc. 
Price Howell, lodger, 23, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, glazer, pottery 
 
They were living next door to Theodore’s uncle Martin Luther Cannon (brother of Theodore’s mother, Elizabeth 
Ann (Lizzie) Cannon Chewning.   
 
1922 Monmouth Directory 
Chewning, Austin R   r 918 S. 3d 
Chewning, Herville P  student  r 918 S 3d 
Chewning, Letha F student r 918 S 3d 
Chewning, Roy  r  734 E 10 av 
Chewning, Spencer  r 734 E 10 av 
Chewning, Theodore (Nancy) blksmith  810 S 3d  r 918 S 3d 
 

 
Herville Payne Downes, 1922 Monmouth, Warren, IL, hs yearbook 
 
He married Esther Bonita Tarr October 12, 1927, in Monmouth, Warren, IL 
 

 
 

 
Herville Payne and Esther Bonita Tarr Chewning, marr records, Presbyterian Church, Monmouth, Warren, IL 
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924 S. 3rd Street, Monmouth, Warren, IL  Aug. 2012 
 
 

 
Raymond, Herville, Theodore Chewning, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 4.1.1927 
 



 
 

Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 
 

- 76 - 

 
Theodore Chewning, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 2.3.1928 
 
 
 

 
Letha Florence Chewning Downes, Herville Payne Chewning, ClarkCountyCourier, 11.15.1929 
 
1930 census, Monmouth, Warren, IL   924 S. 3rd street 
Herville Chewning, 26, owns home, value $750, no radio, married at 24, b. in MO, father b. in MO, mother b. in IL, 
laborer, pottery, for wages 
E. Bonita Chewning, 23, married at 21, b. in IA, father b. in IL, mother b. in IA 
Estella A. Chewning, 1 3/12, b. in IL, father b. in MO, mother b. in IA 
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Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, Herville, Raymond, Letha Florence Chewning Downes, Effie Maud Chewning 
Davidson, ClarkCountyCourier, 10.17.1930 
 
 
They are living two houses away from Theodore and Nancy Ann, and three houses away from brother Bill. 
 
1936 Monmouth, Warren, IL directory 
Chewning, A.R., blacksmith and welder (Ethel); ch: Mary Ann, Lillian, Eloise, Theodore A., 916 S. 3rd St. 
 

  
 
1939 Monmouth, Warren, IL directory 

 
 
1940 census, Monmouth, Warren, IL   924 S. 3rd St 
Herville Chewning, 37, owns home, value $800, not on a farm, completed 4 years of high school, b. in MO, 
Monmouth, Warren, IL in 1935, No, no, no, yes (if not seeking work, did he have a job?), blacksmithing and 
welding, owns shop 
Bonita E. Chewning*, 33, completed 8th grade, b. in IA, Monmouth, Warren, IL in 1935, not employed, housework 
Estella A., 11, completed 4th grade, b. in IL, same house 
Twila J., 9, completed 2nd grade, b. in IL, same house 
Patsy J., 4, b. in IL 
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Herville Payne Chewning, WWII reg.2 
 
1950 census, Monmouth, Warren, IL.    924 S. 3rd St. 
Herville P. Chewning, 47, b. in MO, working, 54 hrs/wk, blacksmithing, blacksmith, own account 
E. Bonita Chewning, 43, b. in IL, housework 
Pasty J., 14, b. in IL,  
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1958 Monmouth, Warren, IL directory 
 

 
 
1960 Monmouth, Warren, IL directory 
 

 
 
 
Note:  Aunt Bonnie’s sister (Estella Tarr) married Earl Beckner.  This Earl Beckner was descended from Henry Clay 
Becker, son of Abraham L. and Elizabeth Kinkaid Beckner, I THINK.  Haven’t fully worked that through (5/2015). 
 
Herville died on the job as a janitor at the YMCA in Monmouth, Warren, IL.  According to my dad, Uncle Herville 
had tried to make a go at the blacksmith shop, but due to changes in farming, and perhaps the shop’s 
unwillingness to make the needed technological changes to keep current, there was not sufficient income for both 
Bill and Herville.   
 

Uncle Herville’s obit, from findagrave 
 

Herville received his education at Ashton, Missouri and Monmouth. He died unexpectedly at the Monmouth YMCA, 
where he had been employed as custodian for 8 years. Prior to that, he was employed at Western Stoneware and 
was formerly a co-owner of the Chewning Blacksmith Shop. 
 
He married Esther Bonita Tarr on 12 October 1927, in Monmouth. Survivors include his wife; three daughters, Mrs. 
Stella Ann Mettler of Monmouth, Mrs. Twila Jean Birdsell of La Puente, California, and Mrs. Patsy Joann Settles of 
San Francisco; a brother, Austin Raymond Chewning, and a sister, Mrs. Letha F. Downes, both of Monmouth; and 
nine grandchildren. He was preceded in death by a brother.  
 
Twila Jean Birdsall, 1931-2008 
Estella Anna Mettler, 1929-1999 
Patsy Joann Settles, 1935-2004  
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Herville Payne Chewning obit, MonmouthDailyReviewAtlas, 7.2.1963 
 

 
Herville Payne Chewning, obit, MonmouthDailyReviewAtlas, 7.3.1963 
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Herville Payne Chewning obit, GalesburgRegisterMail, 7.3.1963 
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Herville Payne Chewning, obit, TheRockIslandArgus, 7.3.1963.2 
 



 
 

Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 
 

- 83 - 

 
Herville Payne Chewning obit, GalesburgRegisterMail, 7.6.1963 
 
 
Bonnie died 18 years after Herville.  I remember picking her up with Grandma (Letha Florence) on a few occasions, 
usually to go to the ‘center,’ to pick up her government cheese.  Apparently Aunt Bonnie didn’t have sufficient 
financial resources in her later years. 

 
Bonnie died 1/15/1981, Monmouth, Warren, IL. 
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Esther Bonita Tarr Chewning, obit, MonmouthDailyReviewAtlas, 1.16.1981 
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  Esther Bonita Tarr Chewning, obit, TheRockIslandArgus, 1.16.1981 
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Children of Herville Payne and Esther Bonita Tarr Chewning 
Grandchildren of Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning 
Great Grandchildren of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
 
1. Estella Ann Chewning Mettler, b. 1/17/1929, Monmouth, Warren, IL; m. Theodore Fredric Mettler, II, 

6/21/1946, Monmouth, Warren, IL; d. 11/16/1999, Monmouth, Warren, IL; buried in Memorial Park 
Cemetery, Monmouth, Warren, IL. 

 
2. Twila Jean Chewning Birdsall, b. 2/4/1931, Monmouth, Warren, IL; m. Clifton Birdsall, before 1949; d. 

1/15/2008, San Dimas, Los Angeles, CA;  
 
3. Patsy Joann Chewning Settles, b. 6/3/1935, Monmouth, Warren, IL; m. Aubrey Eugene Settles, 6/5/1953; d. 

6/24/2004, Salinas, Monterey, CA; buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Macomb, McDonough, IL.  
 
 



 
 

Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 
 

- 87 - 

  Uncle Herville’s daughters, and Aunt Betty, taken on 
Nelson Farm, Roseville, Warren, IL  1930s.  Aunt Betty (Elizabeth Ann Betty Downes Wood) is in the middle. 
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Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, Estella Ann Chewning, Twila Jean Chewning, Elizabeth Ann Betty, Roger and H. Finley 
Downes 1934 
 
Patsy JoAnn, Twila Jean Chewning, Elizabeth Ann Downes Wood, Estella Ann Chewning Farrington, Nelson Farm, 
Roseville, Warren, IL  1930's 
 
Estella Ann Chewning Mettler 
Daughter of Herville Payne and Esther Bonita Tarr Chewning 
Granddaughter of Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning 
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Estella Ann Chewning Mettler 
 
 

      
 

 
Estella Ann Chewning Mettler, marr lic, TheRockIslandArgus, 6.21.1946 
 
 
Estella and her husband were living in Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning’s house in 1952 and 1956. 
 
1956 Monmouth, Warren, IL directory 
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Both Estella and her husband Theodore F. Mettler are buried in Memorial Park Cemetery, Monmouth, Warren, IL. 
 
Children of Theodore Frederick and Estella Ann Chewning Mettler 
Grandchildren of Herville Payne and Esther Bonita Tarr Chewning 
Great Grandchildren of Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning 
Great Great Grandchildren of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 

1. Theodore F. Mettler, Jr., b. 6/14/1947, Monmouth, Warren, IL; m. Estelle Rosewood Underwood, 3/28/1969, 
Monmouth, Warren, IL; d. 8/26/2010, Monmouth, Warren, IL; cremated 
 

2. Jeff A Mettler, 
 

3. Jack L. Mettler, 
 

4. Linda Sue Mettler,  

 
 
 

 
Theodore F. Tedd Mettler, Jr. 
 
Theodore F. Mettler, age 63, of Monmouth, Illinois passed away at 10:45 pm on August 26, 2010 at OSF Holy 
Family Medical Center in Monmouth, Illinois. Ted was born on June 14, 1947 in Monmouth and is the son of 
Theodore F and Estella A Chewning Mettler. He was raised in Monmouth and attended local schools and graduated 
from Monmouth High School in 1965. Ted entered the Army and served in Viet Nam attaining the rank of E 5. He 
was married to Estelle Rose Underwood on March 28, 1969 in Monmouth, Illinois. Ted began working at Well's Pet 
Food in Monmouth where he learned the art of Welding. He then worked for a time at Butler Manufacturing in 
Galesburg, until entering service. After his return from service he worked for School District 38 as a custodian at 
Garfield Elementary. Ted's main job began in 1973 with Burlington Northern Sante Fe Railroad as a welder and 
grinder. He was a member of the Maintenance of Way and retired from the Panel Plant in June of 2007. He is 
survived by his wife Rose Mettler of Monmouth, and two children. His daughter Laura (Dirk) Hippen of Monmouth, 
and son Jeremiah (Aimi) Mettler of Cameron, North Carolina. Nine grandchildren also survive. He has one sister 
Linda Groves of Monmouth, IL and two brothers Jack L. (Pat) Mettler of New London, Iowa and Jeff A Mettler of 
Monmouth, IL. Numerous Nieces and Nephews also survive. He is preceded in death by his Parents. 
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Services: Cremation is being accorded. A memorial service will be on Thursday September 2, 2010 at 2:00 pm at 
Turnbull Funeral Home. No hours for visitation are being planned by the family. 
 
Turnbull Funeral Home 
 
 
Twila Jean Chewning Birdsall 
Daughter of Herville Payne and Esther Bonita Tarr Chewning 
Granddaughter of Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning 
Great Granddaughter of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
 

                                         
 
Twila Jean Chewning Birdsall, 6 months, 18 months, high school graduation 
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Twila Jean Chewning Birdsall 
 
1940 census with her parents 
 
U.S. Public Records Index about Twila J Birdsall 

Name: Twila J Birdsall 

Birth Date: Feb 1931 

Phone Number: 337-3979 

Address: 1205 W Cypress St, San Dimas, California 91773-0801 (1993) 
[13626 Giordano, LA Puente, California 91746-0101 (1993)]  
[6371 Lupelo Dr, Citrus Heights, California 95621]  

 

 
 
Social Security Death Index about Twila Jean Birdsall 

Name: Twila Jean Birdsall  

Last Residence: 91773  San Dimas, Los Angeles, California 

Born: 4 Feb 1931 

Died: 15 Jan 2008 

State (Year) SSN issued: Illinois (Before 1951) 
 

 

http://www.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=1565&enc=1
http://www.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=3693&enc=1
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Patsy Joann Chewning Settles 
Daughter of Herville Payne and Esther Bonita Tarr Chewning 
Granddaughter of Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning 
Great Granddaughter of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning 
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Audrey Eugene and Patsy Joann Chewning Settles stone, Oakwood Cemetery, Macomb, McDonough, IL 
 
1940 census with her parents. 
 
1959 San Francisco, San Francisco, CA directory 
Settles, A E (Patsy J)  servmn Goodyear Tire & Rubber  h 1114 Church 
 
Her obit says that her husband d. 6/10/1998; his tombstone says 1/8/1998.  I’ll go with his tombstone. 
 
Obituary for daughter Patsy: 
Patsy Joann Settles  
Patsy Joann Settles, 69, San Francisco, Calif., died at 8:45 p.m., Thursday, June 24, 2004 at the Pacific Coast Care 
Center, Salinas, Calif.  
She was born June 3, 1935 in Monmouth, the daughter of Herville and Bonita (Tarr) Chewning. She married Audrey 
Settles June 5, 1953. He preceded her in death June 10, 1998.  
She is survived by one son, Gene (Claire) Settles, Stockton, Calif.; one daughter, Katie (Frank) Troya, Salinas, 
California; 8 grandchildren: Corby, Everett, and Hannah Troya; Daniel, Katherine, Patrick, and Gene Settles; and 
Daniel Massimillo.  
She was preceded in death by her parents and husband.  
Graveside services will be held at 2:00 p.m. Thursday, July 1 at the Oakwood Cemetery, Macomb, with the 
Reverend Diane Bigley officiating.  
The family will meet with friends one hour before services at the Clugston-Tibbitts Funeral Home, Macomb.  
Memorials may be made to the American Cancer Society, 1650 S. Amphlett Blvd. #110 San Mateo, CA, 94402.  
Clugston-Tibbitts Funeral Home, Macomb, is in charge of the arrangements.  
 
 

Letha Florence Chewning Downes 
Daughter of Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning 

 
Letha Florence (my grandmother) will have her own section with her husband, Maurice Emil Downes.   
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Letha Florence Chewning was born 8/29/1904, in Ashton, Clark, MO.  She’s with her parents and siblings on the 
1910 in Lincoln, Clark, MO, and the 1920 census, Monmouth, Ward 5, Warren, IL. 
 
1910 census, Lincoln Twp., Clark County, MO 
Theodore Chewning, 39, married 12 years, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, blacksmith, owns own shop, owns home 
with mortgage 
Nancy M. Chewning, 37, married 12 years, 4 children, 3 living, b. in IL, father b. in England, mother b. in IL 
Raymond A., 9, b. in MO, father b. in MO, mother b. in IL, attended school in last year 
Harvel (census looks like Hurvel), 7, etc. 
Florence, 5, etc.  
 
1920 census, Lincoln Twp., Clark, MO:  (Ashton) 
A.M. Davidson, 42, owns farm, b. in MO, father b. in IL, mother b. in MO, machinist 
Effie Davidson, 36, b. in MO, parents b. in US 
J. Edward, 7, b. in MO; parents b.in MO 
Hibbert W., 5, etc. 
Raymond Chewning, 19, nephew, b. in MO, father b. in MO, mother b. in IL, no occupation 
 
 
She married Maurice Emil Downes on 2/27/1924, Monmouth, Warren, IL. 
 
1930 census, Roseville, Warren, IL 
Maurice E Downes, 28, owns radio set, married at 22, b. in IL, father b. in IL, mother b. in PA, farmer, general stock 
farm 
Letha F Downes, 26, married at 20, b. in MO, father b. in MO, mother b. in IL  
Roger, 5, b. in IL, father b. in IL, mother b. in MO 
Herville, 4 3/12, etc. 
Elizabeth A, 11/12, etc. 
 
Social Security Death Index: 
Name:  Letha Downes 
Last Residence:  Monmouth, Warren, IL 
Born:  29 Aug. 1904 
Died:  May 1986 
 


