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Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning 

 
Son of Moses William and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 

Grandson of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning 
 

Daughter of Charles and Francis Harriet Moseley Morris 
Granddaughter of Churchill Payne and Nancy Ann Chastain Moseley 

 
November 8, 2023 

 

Theodore Chewning Nancy  Ann Morris 

b. 11/21/1871  Union Twp., Clark County, MO b. 1/30/1874     Keithsburg, Mercer, IL 

d. 1/16/1933    Monmouth, Warren, IL d.  12/19/1947  Monmouth, Warren, IL 

Buried in Monmouth Cemetery, Monmouth, 
Warren, IL 

Buried in Monmouth Cemetery, Monmouth, 
Warren, IL 

m. 12/28/1897 
Union Twp., Clark County, MO 

Census Records 
1880 Union Twp., Clark County, MO  w/ parents 
1900 Union Twp., Clark County, MO  married 
1910 Lincoln Twp., Clark County, MO   
1920 Monmouth, Warren, IL  1108 S. 6th Street    
1930 Monmouth, Warren, IL  918 S. 3rd Street 

Census Records 
1880 Union Twp., Clark County, MO  w/ mother 
1900 Union Twp., Clark County, MO  married 
1910 Lincoln Twp., Clark County, MO  
1920 Monmouth, Warren, IL  1108 S. 6th Street 
1930 Monmouth, Warren, IL  918 S. 3rd Street 
1940 Monmouth, Warren, IL  918 S. 3rd Street 

Four children, including Letha Florence Chewning Downes 
b. 8/29/1904  Ashton, Clark, MO; m. Maurice Emil Downes, 2/27/1924, Monmouth, Warren, IL; d. 
5/18/1986, Monmouth, Warren, IL; buried in Monmouth Cemetery, Monmouth, Warren, IL. 

 

   
Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, stone, Monmouth Cemetery, Monmouth, Warren, IL, 10.2016 
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Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning stone, Monmouth Cem., Monmouth, Warren, IL 
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H. Finley Downes, at his grandparents’ cemetery plot, Monmouth Cemetery, Monmouth, Warren, IL, 
10.2016 
 

Theodore Chewning 
 
Theodore’s parents, Moses and Lizzie, were first generation Missourians.   
 
Lizzie’s parents, Newbold J NJ and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon, were married in Kentucky, and 
immigrated to Missouri with their parents and extended families.  They were original land patent holders 
in Lewis County in the 1830s. 
 
Moses was also born to original Missouri settlers.  Granville and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning were among 
the first land owners in Clark County.  Originally from Virginia, they had several children before moving 
west to Missouri. 
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Lizzie’s father, NJ Cannon, died in 1866, leaving his wife Elizabeth, daughter Lizzie and son Charles still at 
home.  On the 1870 census, the three Cannons are living in the household of James Washington 
Chewning, in Clark County, MO. Within a few months of when the 1870 census was taken, Lizzie married 
Moses Chewning, brother to James, and spent the rest of her life living in Clark County.  Her mother died 
a few weeks after their marriage; her brother Charles moved to Monmouth, Warren, IL, where two other 
brothers had moved in the early 1860’s.  Those brothers were Martin Luther Cannon and John Cannon. 
 
Moses and Lizzie married five years after the end of the Civil War.  I don’t know what the political climate 
was at that point, but there is plenty of evidence that during the war northeast Missouri was in turmoil.  I 
will always wonder what the reaction was when Moses told his family that he was marrying a Cannon, or 
vice versa, for that matter, but apparently there wasn’t sufficient opposition on either side to stop the 
marriage.  Lizzie’s family were slaveholders, both in Kentucky and in Missouri.  Her father, as executor of 
her grandfather’s estate, had apparently refused to free a slave that was to have been freed according to 
the grandfather’s will.  Lizzie had cousins fighting on both sides of the Civil War, but the family by and 
large was clearly Southern in their sympathies and were pro-slavery.  The Chewnings were Unionists, as 
far as we know.  Several of Theodore’s uncles fought for the Union.  There is no record that any of them 
were slaveholders.  The war was over, however, and perhaps the families were able to put the war behind 
them.   
 
Moses and Lizzie made their home in Clark County.  Maybe the Chewning were more accepting of their 
relationship than the Cannons; maybe Moses chose to live where he was raised.  They lived in the same 
township as Granville and Mary Ann. Theodore would have been a youngster at their deaths (1872 and 
1874), but he would have been raised around numerous aunts, uncles and cousins on the Chewning side.   
 
In Lewis County, where Lizzie’s family settled, there were also aunts, uncles and cousins, so Theodore may 
have known a great deal of his extended family on his mother’s side. 
 
As mentioned earlier, Lizzie’s brothers, Martin Luther, John, and Charles, moved to Monmouth, Warren, 
Illinois – Martin and John married in Monmouth during the Civil War, Charles stayed in Missouri until after 
his mother‘s death in 1870.  I have to assume that when Theodore moved to Monmouth in 1919, it was 
because of this connection. 
 
Theodore was the eldest of seven children: two of his sisters died in early childhood; one brother, 
Spencer, moved to Monmouth before Theodore did, one brother, Ernest, became a Baptist preacher and 
lived in Missouri.  His two remaining sisters married and lived in Clark County, Missouri, all their lives. 
 
Theodore is listed on the 1880 census with his parents.  
 
1880 census, Union Twp., Clark County, MO 
Moses Cheenonerig, 36, married, farmer, b. in MO, parents b. in East VA 
Elizabeth, 31, wife, housekeeping, b. in MO, parents b. in KY 
Theodore, 8, b. in MO, parents b. in MO 
Ann, 5, b. in MO, parents b. in MO 
Frances, 3, b. in MO, parents b. in MO 
Earnest, 1, b. in MO, parents b. in MO 
 
Theodore’s parents were married in 1870 after the census was taken.  Moses died in 1888; there are no 
census records for 1890, and Lizzie died before the census in 1900.  Therefore, Moses and Lizzie had only 
one census record together as a married couple. 
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Ernest William and Theodore Chewning 
 
This article speaks to what life was like for the family after Moses died: 
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Ernest William Chewning, WordandWay, 1.14.1937 
 
 
Noel Keith Owen 
 
Keith, grandson of Anna Lee Chewning Webster, responded to a message I sent him on ancestry.com in 
2012.  Dad then met with him, and later both Dad and I met with Keith and his wife, Vel.  They drove us 
around Clark County, showing us all the homesites and cemeteries that we could find that pertained to 
Chewnings, the Morrises, the Cannons, etc.  Keith was raised and lived most of his life in the area, and 
was considered the local historian.  We learned so much from him. 
 
Keith died in 2016. 
 
I received this message from Keith in response to my tree at ancestry.com, 9/5/2012: 
 
 
WISH I COULD OF VISITED WITH YOU @ THAT TIME, I HUNTED YEARS AGO ALL OVER THE PLACES YOU 
MENTIONED MY PARENTS BOUGHT A FARM WHERE MOSES AND ELIZABETH LIVED WITH THEIR CHILDREN 
WEST OF ANTIOCH. IN THE GRAVE YARD @ ANTIOCH MOSES AND HER BURIED AND HIS BROTHER 
STEPHEN AND IN UNMARKED GRAVES ARE TWIN GIRLS WHO DIED IN 1881 OR SO WITH MEASLES WE 
LIVED ON CORNER ACROSS FROM STORE BUILDING, I WAS BORN IN A OLD HOUSE WEST STORE THAT IS 
TORE DOWN IN 60"s I WOULD OF LIKED TO SHOWED YOU EARLE"S HOME UP HILL FROM AUNT ANNA 
WEBSTERS HOME THE TREES ARE TAKING THE HOUSE. BEST REGARDS KEITH CALL ANY TIME. 
 
I responded to him: 
 
Keith, thank you so much for getting back to me! Theodore Chewning was my great grandfather. His 
daughter, Letha Florence Chewning Downes, was my grandmother. 
 
My dad, Herville Finley Downes, and I were in Clark County a few weeks ago, visiting places he 
remembered from his childhood, including Antioch, Aunt Annie's farm, Aunt Albie's farm, where she lived 
with Uncle Tom (Morris), Uncle Will Morris's farm, etc. 
 
I would love to talk to you! Is there a time that's good for you? 
 
Pam 
 
 
And another message: 
 
PAM: I FORGOT WHERE YOU TOLD ME THAT YOU LIVE, WE HAVE TO GET TOGATHER, IF YO ARE NOT TO 
FAR< I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE YOU ON A TOUR OF THE CHEWNING & WEBSTER COUNTRY WHERE I GREW 
UP AND LATER FARMED FOR 13 YEARS. WE LIVE IN LA BELLE MO. NEAR EDINA MO.  BUT I COULD MEET 
YOU AND YOUR DAD IN KAHOKA MO. KNOW ALL OF THE CEM. AND OLD HOMES THAT STILL THERE. AND 
EXPLAIN WHO LIVED WHERE AND WHERE MY GRANDMOTHER LIVED AS YOUNG GIRL. NEAR JACKSON 
TWP. LINE ON HIGHWAY 81 WEST OF ANTIOCH MO. I LIVED IN ANTIOCH ALL OF LIFE BEFORE GOING TO 
MARINE CORP IN 1956. MY GRANDMOTHER LIVED WITH US IN ANTIOCH IN 1940'S SOME.  THE TWIN 
GIRLS THAT DIED WITH MEASLES IN 1883 ARE BURIED @ ANTIOCH IN UNMARKED GRAVE . LET ME KNOW 
WHAT YOU THINK. KEITH PS THE ONLY PEOPLE I KNOW IN REUNION PICTURE ARE ON LEFT BEHIND YOUR 
GRANDMOTHER, AUNT ALBIA MORRIS WEBSTER, NEXT UNCLE WILL HER BORTHER AND AUNT AVERLL 
AND SOME OF THEIR KIDS, BUT NOT THAT GOOD  WITH THEM ONLY SAW THEM MAYBE TWICE WHEN 
VERY YOUING, A LOT OF FAMILAR FACES BUT CAN'T PUT NAME WITH THEM. 
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Chewning and Webster reunion, Jim Webster’s farm, early 1920s, Union Twp., Clark County, MO.  Early 
Chewning in front on ground.  He was the son of George Hanvey and Clarinda Wilson Chewning.  I believe 
the boys behind Early, one in overalls, one in a sweater, the other standing, are Websters, probably Anna 
Lee Chewning Webster’s sons. 
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The handwriting is mine. 
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Union Twp., Clark County, MO, 1878 plat map.  Chewning land - remember Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon 
was living in James Madison Chewning's property in 1870, very close to future husband Moses W 
Chewning, also Theodore childhood home. Probably all of Moses’ and Lizzie’s children were born there. 
 
G. Chewning was Granville Washington Chewning 
L. Ulman was Louis and Henrietta Chewning Ulman, Moses’ sister. 
J. Chewning was James Madison Chewning, Moses’ brother. 
Sarah Gates land was originally Granville Washington Chewning’s, sold by his heirs in 1876. 
School House #2, on the Clark property, was where Theodore and his siblings attended school. 
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Union Twp. Clark County, MO 1896 plat map showing Chewning land 
 

 
 
 
Moses died in 1888; Lizzie in 1900 
 
Moses died in 1888. Lizzie Cannon Chewning died in May 1900.  Keith Owen (grandson of Ann Lee 
Chewning Webster Felker) told me that Lizzie and her children moved to the 40 acre parcel in Sec. 26 
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where Vard and Annie later raised their family, after Moses died in 1888. She died a couple of weeks prior 
to the census in 1900, so I don’t have that record to show who her neighbors were, unfortunately. 
Lizzie and Moses owned several different pieces of land, some in Sec. 25, in the NW ¼, and some in Sec. 
26, the NE ¼ of the SE ¼.  Dad and I believe that Lizzie and Moses probably were living on the parcel in 
Sec. 26, and that they probably raised their family there.  Dad also thinks that the farm in Sec. 26 is where 
he visited his Aunt Annie and Uncle Vardaman Webster in the 1930s, which would make sense, given that 
Lizzie’s heirs sold that piece to their sister Annie in 1903. 
 
I have various plat maps that show where her property was in 1896, 1915, and 1930.  (Also older maps 
showing where M.W. Chewning’s property was prior to his death.)   
Lizzie listed her heirs as follows: 
 
Theodore Chewning (married), who resides in the county of Clark, in the State of MO, Ann Lee Webster, 
who resides in the county of Clark, in the State of Missouri, Ernest Chewning (single), who resides in the 
County of Clark, in the State of Missouri, Spencer Chewning, minor, who resides in the County of Clark, in 
the State of Missouri, Effie Maud Chewning, minor, who resides in the county of Clark, in the State of 
Missouri. 
 
 
Lizzie’s heirs sell her land in 1903 
 
Land in Sec. 25, the E ½ of the NW ¼  
 
In February of 1903, four of Lizzie’s heirs and their spouses entered into a General Warranty Deed with 
two Kirchner men, selling 104, ‘more or less,’ for $1510.  On the plat map from 1985, some of this land is 
still owned by Kirchners.  There may have been a problem with this record; try book 69, page 533. 
 
Grantee   Grantor 
Chewning, Theo  Kirchner, Louis  Book 68, page 384 2/9/1903  
Chewning, Spencer 
Chewning, Effie 
Chewning, Ernest 
 
Another General Warranty Deed, dated also February 9, 1903, between the same heirs and their spouses 
sold to George H. Chewning (their uncle), for $1, the following land: 
 
All of twenty acres more or less – all that part of the west three fourths of the north west fourth of the 
North west quarter of Section Twenty five (25) Township 64 Range 8 west, lying north of 10 acres more or 
less owned by Bergman heirs off the South end of said 30 acre tract.   
 
The land hereby conveyed being a tract 60 rods East and West and 54 rods North and South out of the 
North West corner of said Section 25 grantors convey as all of their heirs of M.W. Chewning and Lizzie 
Chewning both deceased.   
 
Note:  ‘the Bergman heirs,’ were probably family of Caroline Bergman Chewning Gipson, Stephen 
Chewning’s widow. 
 
Grantee   Grantor 
Chewning, Theo  Chewning, G.H.  Book 78, page 69  year?? 15 acres 
Chewning, Spencer   or is it Book 69, page &78??? 
Chewning, Effie 
Chewning, Ernest 
 
Land in Sec. 26, the NE ¼ of the SE ¼  
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Theodore, Spencer, Effie and Ernest all inherited part of Lizzie’s land in Sec. 25.  Lizzie’s other daughter, 
Anna Lee Chewning Webster, inherited other pieces of land. I don’t have a copy of the deed, and I can’t 
remember the exact property description, but this is the farm in Sec. 26. 
 
Grantee   Grantor 
Chewning, Theo  Webster, Vardaman W. Book 68, page 381 or 384  2/9/1903  
Chewning, Spencer 
Chewning, Effie 
Chewning, Ernest 
 
 
 

 
2012 
 

 
2012 
 
Former property of Vardaman W. and Anna Lee Chewning Webster, Sec. 26, Union Twp., Clark County, 
MO.  Picture taken 8/2012.  This farm was formerly owned by Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie 
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Cannon Chewning, and where she raised their family after Moses died in 1888.  We also believe Lizzie and 
quite possibly Moses probably died in this house, or on this property (don’t know how old the house is).  
Dad used to visit Aunt Annie and Uncle Vard here as a child, and recognized the drive to the house when 
we took a genealogy trip through Clark County in 8/2012. 
 
Keith Owen, Annie’s grandson, shared this photo with this comment:  Anna Lee Chewning Webster home 
before they painted it. 
 
He also said that the woman, far right, was Ardyth Louise Webster Owen, Annie’s daughter, and his 
mother. 
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1896 plat map, Union Twp., Clark County, MO 
 
 
Shows land owned by Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning, willed to her at her husband's death in 
1888.  The land in Sec. 26 is later willed/sold to Anna Lee Chewning Webster, Lizzie's daughter, in 1903.  
That is, Anna received some of the property from her mother’s will, and in 1903 her siblings sold her their 
portions of that property so that she and Uncle Vard would have an intact farm. I have been told by Keith 
Owen, grandson of Anna Lee Chewning Webster, that Lizzie raised their family on the land in Sec. 26.  
Anna's family was also born and raised on this property, and they attended the school shown as Clark SH 
No. 2 on this map, west of E. Chewning land. 
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Vardaman W and Anna Lee Chewning Webster land, 1964 plat map, Union Twp., Clark County, MO 
 

   
Antioch, Clark County, MO, 1896 plat map shows cemetery where Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie 
Cannon Chewning are buried.  Also probably their infant children, per Keith Owen’s comments. 
 
E ½ NE ¼ Sec. 26, Twp. 64, Range 8   80 Acres 
 
Land originally owned by Granville, passed to Moses, then to Lizzie, then to Anna Lee Chewning 
Webster 
 
 
Land Patent: 
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US General Land Office Records 
Name:  Granville Chewning, of Frederick County, VA 
 
Document number 10614, dated 8/2/1838 
E ½ of the NE ¼ of Section 26, Twp 64, Range 8W, 80 Acres 
 
1838  Original plat map, showing 80 acres to Granville Chewning 
 
1878  Map  MW Chewning, 40 acres 
 
1898  Map  E. Chewning (Moses’ widow), 40 acres 
 
1915  Map  Vard Webster, husband of Anna Chewning Webster, Moses’ daughter 
 
1930  Map   Vard Webster, 40 acres 
 

Lizzie’s will, probate papers, estate settlement papers, etc. 
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Clark School, Union Twp., Clark County, MO. Sec. 26. 
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All of Anna’s children attended this school, shown as School House No. 2, or Clark School, on plat maps, in 
Sec. 26 
 
I ‘discovered’ this school in 2011, didn’t know at that time that it was the school our Chewnings had 
attended. I walked around it, took photos, and in 2012 went back with Dad and Keith. 
 

 
2011:  School House No. 2, Union twp., Clark County, MO  prob. school Theodore Chewning attended (5) 
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2011:  School House No. 2, Union Twp., Clark County, MO 8 (5) 
 

 
2011:  School House No. 2, Union Twp., Clark County, MO 8 (7) 
 

Nancy Ann Morris Chewning 
 

Census records for Nancy Ann Morris’s parents, Charles and Frances Harriet Moseley Morris: 
 
1860 census, Township 13 N4 W, Mercer, IL 
1865 Illinois census, Abingdon, Mercer, IL 
1880 census, Union Twp., Clark County, MO 
1910 census, Union Twp., Clark County, MO 
1920 census, Union Twp., Clark County, MO 
 
Charles died in 1876.  Their youngest child, Thomas, was born in March, 1877, in IL.  Sometime after his 
birth and before 1880 Frances moved her family to Union, Clark, MO.  Nancy Ann would been between 4 
and 6 when they moved.  
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Nancy Ann was born in Keithsburg, Mercer, IL (alternatively I’ve seen it stated that she was born in the 
Bald Bluff area).  She was the next to the youngest in her family of 11 children.  Her eldest living sister, 
Sophia, was born in 1860, and was married and out of the house when Nancy was four or so.  Her oldest 
brother (half brother), Elbridge, was born in 1852, more than 20 years before she was born. 
 
Her father, Charles, was born in England.  From what we can piece together, he probably immigrated from 
England in 1840 with his parents, William and Sarah, his brother John and his sister Caroline.  After 
settling originally in Ohio, in the Cleveland area, Charles, his parents, and his brother’s new family moved 
to Mercer County, Illinois.  His sister remained in the Ohio area, then moved to NY. 
 
Charles married Frances Harriet Moseley, daughter of Churchill Payne and Nancy Ann Chastain Moseley, 
who had settled in Illinois from Kentucky.  (The Moseleys had briefly lived in Tazewell County; a brother 
and his family remained in that part of the state.  Another brother also moved to Mercer County, Illinois).   
 
On the 1855 Illinois Census, William Morris (Charles’ father) and C Mosely (Frances’ father) are on the 
same page, just a few entries apart.   
 
When Frances married Charles in 1858, she had a son - Elbridge - from a previous relationship.  We have 
been unable to determine what the circumstances were behind Elbridge’s parentage.   
 
Charles died September 15, 1876, and is buried in Jackson (Greer) Cemetery, Sec. 10, Abington Twp, 
Mercer, Illinois.  Their daughter, Joella, is also buried there. 
 
Following Charles’ death, Frances sold their property and purchased a wagon, which she used to carry 
herself and all these children west, until she found a place where she wanted to settle, which turned out 
to be Clark County, MO.  She spent the rest of her life there.  There is an email from Uncle Roger with his 
recollections of his grandmother, Nancy Ann Morris Chewning telling of the journey.   
 
The family story is that Frances had the urge to travel west, and without any particular destination in 
mind, sold the family farm, bought a wagon and set out, with the idea that she would know where she 
wanted to settle when she saw it.  While I haven’t connected all the dots yet, it seems very unlikely to me 
that a woman would take the risk of moving a newborn and several toddlers, not to mention all her 
household possessions, and without a husband, travel to a territory where she knew no one and couldn’t 
count on anyone for help.  She was leaving a large extended family, including her mother, where she was 
ostensibly in a position to have help farming and rearing her large family.  Given that she had nine 
children with her (I surmise this from the 1880 census), ranging in age from maybe newborn to late 20’s, it 
seems either foolhardy or downright reckless to make that trip, unless she had family in the area in which 
she was moving.   Granted, Elbridge was 27, Arthur 18, and it could be argued that they would have been 
capable of supporting the family.  Nonetheless, Thomas would have been somewhere between a 
newborn and a toddler, and Nancy Ann would have been not much older.   
 
I have found the last name of Moseley in Clark County; indeed, there was an Edward Moseley who served 
as a witness on some of Granville Chewning’s papers.  I assume that there will be some connection 
between that Moseley and her father’s people.  Also, the Chastain’s, relatives of her mother, immigrated 
to Missouri (Benton county, I believe) about the time our branch moved to IL.  The romance of our 
family’s take on the migration is one thing, but it doesn’t seem to square with the reality of being a new 
mother with a tremendous responsibility to me. 
 
I can’t find an 1870 census for the family in Illinois. 
 
1880 census, Union Twp., Clark County, MO 
Frances Morris, 46, widow, housekeeping, b. in IL, parents b. in E. VA 
Ellbridge P., 27, farmer, b. in IL, father b. in KY, mother b. in IL 
Arthur W., 18, at home, attended school in last year, b. in IL, father b. in KY, mother b. in IL 
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Rosella, 16, at home, attended school in last year, b. in IL, father b. in KY, mother b. in IL 
Clary J., 14, at home, attended school in last year, b. in IL, father b. in KY, mother b. in IL 
Sarah E., 12, at home, attended school in last year, b. in IL, father b. in KY, mother b. in IL 
Mary A., 11, at home, attended school in last year, b. in IL, father b. in KY, mother b. in IL 
William P., 8, at home, attended school in last year, b. in IL, father b. in KY, mother b. in IL 
Nancy A., 6, at home, attended school in last year, b. in IL, father b. in KY, mother b. in IL 
Thomas C.A., 4 at home, attended school in last year, b. in IL, father b. in KY, mother b. in IL 
Jacob Gailor, 27, blacksmith, b. in IN 
 
A couple of observations about this census.  The father (Charles) is listed as born in IL, which is incorrect.  
Jacob Gailor is the brother of Sophia Elizabeth Morris Gaylor’s husband (Sophia Elizabeth married in 1878 
to Isaac Gaylor).  I would presume that Jacob wanted to immigrate to Missouri, and joined the Morrises 
on the trip.  Sophia and her husband remained in Illinois. 
 
Jacob Gaylor moved back to Keithsburg sometime after 1880 and 1892, when his daughter was born (this 
per the 1900 census). 
 
Notice that Elbridge goes by the last name of Morris; later he would use Moseley on documents such as 
his marriage license. 
 

Theodore bought property in 1896 from his Uncle James Madison Chewning 
 

Grantor   Grantee 
Chewning, James M. Chewning, Theo  11/4/1896 
 
Don’t know property description or amount of land.   
 

1896 Atlas 
 

Theodore, along with his mother, Lizzie, and his uncles George Hanvey and James Madison Chewning, are 
listed in the 1896 Johnson’s Clark County, Missouri, Atlas.  They are given the wrong last names, either 
Chenning or Chening.  There is a James W. Cannon; not sure who that is at this point. 
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Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning 
 

I don’t know how or where Theodore and Nancy Ann met.  I know that they lived in the same township, 
and were close enough neighbors to be on page 14 and 17 of the 1880 census (Theodore’s family was 
#120, Nancy Ann’s #143).  It’s logical that they may have attended the same school. 
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Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning marr cert 
 

Married Life 
 

 
Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, probably Union Twp., Clark County, MO 
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Theodore in Ashton, Clark, MO 
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I have only this piece of information that I copied from the Kahoka Library that mentions the burial of an 
infant.  I wish I knew where the baby was buried, because this is not clear: 
 

 
 
There was a newspaper, the Kahoka Review, published 1899 - 1905.  I can’t find it online. 
 
 
1900 census, Union Twp., Clark County, MO 
Theodore Chewning, 27, b. Nov. 1872, married 2 years, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, farmer, owns farm 
Annie Chewning, 26, b. Jan. 1874, 1 child, 0 living, b. in IL, father b. in England, mother b. in IL 
 

Theodore’s mother died in 1900; he inherited land from her 
 

Lizzie listed her heirs as follows: 
 
Theodore Chewning (married), who resides in the county of Clark, in the State of MO, Ann Lee Webster, 
who resides in the county of Clark, in the State of Missouri, Ernest Chewning (single), who resides in the 
County of Clark, in the State of Missouri, Spencer Chewning, minor, who resides in the County of Clark, in 
the State of Missouri, Effie Maud Chewning, minor, who resides in the county of Clark, in the State of 
Missouri. 
 
Lizzie left Theo the following: 
 
I give and devise to my son Theodore Chewning his heirs and assigns (31) Thirty-one acres Described as 
follows: 
Off the west side of section (25) Twenty five all in Township No (64) sixty four Range No (8) Eight West 
 
 
Lizzie died a couple of weeks prior to the census in 1900, so I don’t have that record to show who her 
neighbors were, unfortunately, which would help to determine on which of her various parcels of land she 
was living. 
 
Lizzie and Moses owned several different pieces of land, some in Sec. 25, in the NW ¼, and some in Sec. 
26, the NE ¼ of the SE ¼.  Dad and I believe that Lizzie and Moses probably were living on the parcel in 
Sec. 26, and that they probably raised their family there.  Dad also thinks that the farm in Sec. 26 is 
where he visited his Aunt Annie and Uncle Vard in the 1930s, which would make sense, given that 
Lizzie’s heirs sold that piece to their sister Annie in 1903. 
 
I have various plat maps that show where her property was in 1896, 1915, and 1930.  (Also older maps 
showing where M.W. Chewning’s property was prior to his death.)   
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Lizzie’s heirs sell her land in 1903 
 

Land in Sec. 25, the E ½ of the NW ¼  
 
In February of 1903, four of Lizzie’s heirs and their spouses entered into a General Warranty Deed with 
two Kirchner men, selling 104, ‘more or less,’ for $1510.  On the plat map from 1985, some of this land is 
still owned by Kirchners. 
 
Grantee   Grantor 
Chewning, Theo  Kirchner, Louis  Book 68, page 384 2/9/1903  
Chewning, Spencer 
Chewning, Effie 
Chewning, Ernest 
 
 
Another General Warranty Deed, dated also February 9, 1903, between the same heirs and their spouses 
sold to George H. Chewning (who would be their uncle), for $10, the following land: 
 
All of twenty acres more or less – all that part of the west three fourths of the north west fourth of the 
North west quarter of Section Twenty five (25) Township 64 Range 8 west, lying north of 10 acres more or 
less owned by Bergman heirs off the South end of said 30 acre tract.   
 
The land hereby conveyed being a tract 60 rods East and West and 54 rods North and South out of the 
North West corner of said Section 25 grantors convey as all of their heirs of M.W. Chewning and Lizzie 
Chewning both deceased.   
 
Note:  ‘the Bergman heirs,’ were probably family of Caroline Bergman Chewning, Stephen Chewning’s 
widow. 
 
Land in Sec. 26, the NE ¼ of the SE ¼  
 
Theodore, Annie, Spencer, Effie and Ernest all inherited part of Lizzie’s land in Sec. 25.  I don’t have a copy 
of the deed, and I can’t remember the exact property description, but this is the farm in Sec. 26.  It seems 
that the four sibs are selling their portion of the land in Sec. 26 to their sister to give her clear title to the 
farm.  I made a comment on the notes Dad and I took Aug. 2012 in Clark County, because I think this 
document was NOT in the correct book.  May need to look in Book 69, page 533. 
 
Grantee   Grantor 
Chewning, Theo  Webster, Vard Book 68, page 381 or 384  2/9/1903  
Chewning, Spencer 
Chewning, Effie 
Chewning, Ernest 
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Theodore was a blacksmith in Antioch 
 
From an article published in 1985 about the history of Antioch, MO, we learn that “There were two 
blacksmiths in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s.   
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Given that Lizzie’s heirs sold their inherited land in 1903, I would guess that Theodore used his proceeds 
to purchase the blacksmith shop in Antioch.  Samson was the name of Lizzie’s executor, and also the 
name of the blacksmith shop owner.  Same person?  Also, was L.S. Kirchner the Louis Kirchner that bought 
Lizzie’s land? 
 
Also in February, 1903, Theodore bought land from Gene Rife: 
 
Grantee   Grantor 
Chewning, Theo  Rife, Gene B.  Bk. 69, page 299      2/13/1903 
 

When did the family move to Ashton? 
 
I have a journal that my kids gave to Letha Florence Chewning Downes, their great grandmother, which 
asked for her to complete a basic biography of her life.  In it, she said that she was born in Ashton in 1904, 
and that she lived in a 4 room house built by her father (Theodore) in Oct. 1904. 
 
Is it true, then, that Theodore and Nancy, and their young family, lived in Ashton while Theodore ran a 
blacksmith shop in Antioch, which he apparently purchased in 1903.  Ashton is about 12 miles from 
Antioch, which seems a tremendous distance to travel for work in that era.  My records show that all of 
Theodore and Nancy Ann’s children were born in Ashton, so I am confused.  I would guess that they were 
actually born in Antioch, at least Austin Raymond (born 1901) and Herville Payne (born 1903). 

 
 

Theodore purchased land in Ashton 
 
In November, 1905, Theodore bought land from J.V. Falkinburgh: 
 
…In consideration of the sum of Two hundred dollars…..Lot Number seven (7) and Twenty nine and one 
half feet (29 ½) off the north side of Lot number eight (8) in Ashton Clark County, Missouri, all in the South 
West fourth of the South East fourth of the South West quarter of Section eight (8) in township Sixty five 
(65) Range eight (8)  
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In December 1905, Theodore and Nancy Ann sold land to Adaph M. Davidson, Effie Chewning 
Davidson’s husband, for $600: 
 
All of a certain tract or parcel of land described as follows to wit:  The north half of Block number one (1) 
as shown in the plat of Ashton date Nov 13th 1883 by survey made at that time and bounded as follows to 
wit beginning in the center of the Public road at the north east corner of said Block one (1) running thence 
west 209 feet.  Thence south 104 ½ feet.  Thence East 209 feet to the center of the Public road.  Thence 
north along the center of said road 104½ feet to the place of beginning.  This tract is in the East side of the 
west half of the East half of the South East quarter of Section Eight (8) Township 65 Range 8 west. 
 
 
 
From what I can tell from a plat map, that parcel was in Ashton, east of the ‘main street.’   
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Theodore Chewning in front of his blacksmith shop, Ashton, Clark, MO 

 

 
Theodore Chewning blacksmith shop, Theodore and Letha Florence Chewning Ashton, Clark, MO 
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This note was written by Letha Florence Chewning Downes in the early 1983 about the picture of her 
standing with her dad in front of his blacksmith shop. 
 
 

 
Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning in Theo's blacksmith shop, Ashton, Clark, MO 
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Theodore Chewning in front of his blacksmith shop, Ashton, Clark, MO2 
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Ashton, Clark, MO, 1967, 1980’s, 2008 
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2.1967 Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning 1st home, Ashton, Clark, MO.1 
 
 
In the 1983, my dad, H. Finley Downes, took his mother, Letha Florence Chewning Downes, around the 
area in which she was raised.  The handwriting on this page is hers. 
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Letha Florence Chewning Downes album of houses where she lived.1 
 
This was the house built by Theodore Chewning in 1904.   



 
 

Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 

 

- 62 - 

 
 

In 2008, Dad and I visited Ashton, and took these pictures.  The blacksmith shop was long gone, and the 
house was falling down. 
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2008 
 

 
2008 
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2008 
 
1910 census, Lincoln Twp., Clark County, MO 
Theodore Chewning, 39, married 12 years, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, blacksmith, owns own shop, owns 
home with mortgage 
Nancy M. Chewning, 37, married 12 years, 4 children, 3 living, b. in IL, father b. in England, mother b. in IL 
Raymond A., 9, b. in MO, father b. in MO, mother b. in IL, attended school in last year 
Harvel (census looks like Hurvel), 7, etc. 
Florence, 5, etc.  
 
So between the 1900 census and the 1910 census, Theodore and Nancy moved from Union Township, 
where Antioch is located, to Lincoln Township, where Ashton is.   
 
 

 
Theodore Chewning, ClarkCountyCourier, 10.28.1910 
 

 
Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, ClarkCountyCourier, 11.29.1912 
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Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 7.18.1913 
 
 

 
Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, Adaph M Davidson, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 7.18.1913 
 
 
 

 
Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 9.26.1913 
 
Mrs. Becker would have been Georgette May Heimer Becker, daughter of Rose Ella Morris Heimer. 
 
 

Ashton information 
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Medill Church 
 

This was the church the family attended, in the neighboring village of Medill.  I took these pictures in 
2012.  In 2016, the church had been painted and appeared to be in much better repair. 
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Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 2.7.1913 
 
 
 

 
Theodore Chewning, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 5.9.1913 
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Theodore Chewning, ClarkCountyCourier, 5.23.1913 
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Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, others, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 7.18.1913 
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Spencer Lee Chewning, Theodore Chewning, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 1.2.1914 
 
 

 
Theodore Chewning, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 3.10.1916 
 

 
Theodore Chewning, William Payne Morris, ClarkCountyCourier, 4.28.1916 
 
 

 
Theodore Chewning, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 10.20.1916 
 
 

 
Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, others, ClarkCountyCourier, 12.22.1916 
 

 
Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, Francis Harriet Moseley Morris, ClarkCountyCourier, 3.1.1918 
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Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, ClarkCountyCourier, 3.8.1918 
 

 
Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, ClarkCountyCourier, 3.18.1918 
 
 

 
Nancy Ann Chewning Morris, others, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 4.5.1918 
 
 
 
 

 
Francis Harriet Moseley Morris, ClarkCountyCourier, 5.3.1918 
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Letha Florence Chewning Downes, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 6.21.1918 
 

 
Theodore Chewning, Adaph Davidson, ClarkCountyCourier, 9.6.1918 
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Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, Francis Harriet Moseley Morris, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 12.13.1918 
 
 
 

 
Francis Harriet Moseley Morris, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 5.16.1919 
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Theodore Chewning, ClarkCountyCourier, 10.3.1919 
 

 
Theodore Chewning, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 10.31.1919 
 

Spencer, then Theodore, move to Monmouth, Warren, IL 
 
Theodore and his family moved to Monmouth, Warren, IL, in 1919.  Spencer moved to Illinois prior to that 
time; he was in the Monmouth directory in 1905.  He married Mary Toops in Monmouth in 1906.   
 
Annie, Ernest and Effie married and remained in Missouri.    
 
Initially, I found Monmouth, Illinois, directories for the 1940’s and 1950’s.  July 2012 I found a directory 
for 1905.  There are entries for: 
 
1905  Martin Luther and Aquilla Reese Cannon, 1104 S. 6th Street, bricklayer 
1905  Spencer Chewning, 1104 S. 6th Street, brick layer 
1905  Albert Cannon 
Zelma Cannon Kelley, daughter of Martin Luther Cannon 
1943   William and Zelma Kelley, 1104 S. 6th Street, laborer State Highway Department, which had been 
her parent’s home 
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1952   William and “Velma” Kelley, 1104 S. 6th Street 
1955    William and Zelma Kelley, 1104 S. 6th Street; laborer State Highway Dept. 
Charles Cannon, son of Martin Luther Cannon 
1943   Katie Cannon, widow of Charles, 1114 S. 6th Street 
Chewnings 
1943    Raymond A. and Ethel Chewning, Chewning Bros. Blacksmith Shop,  home 916 S. 3rd St. 
 Bros. Blacksmith Shop, Raymond A. and Herval P., 810 S. 3rd St. 
 Evert W and Ruth B., blacksmith Chewning’s Shop  h 743 10th Ave. 
 Herval P and Ester B,  Chewning Bros. Blacksmith Shop h. 924 S. 3rd St. 
 Nancy A, widow Theo, h. 913 S. 3rd St. 
 Robt E  734 10th Ave E 
 Roy L and Virgie  blacksmith  h 822 S. 3rd St. 
 Spencer L and Mary, blacksmith  h 734 10th Ave. E. 
 
 

 
Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 11.21.1919 
 

 
Theodore Chewning, ClarkCountyCourier, 11.21.1919 
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Letha Florence Chewning Downes, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 11.21.1919 

 
The family moved to Monmouth, Warren, IL 

 
Theodore’s sister Effie Chewning Davidson is on same census page 
 
October 27, 1919: Theodore and Nancy A. Chewning sold to Mary E. Drew the following property for 
$1400 :   
 
All of blocks seven (7), eight (8), nine (9) and ten (10), in the town of Ashton, Clark County, MO.   
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Land sale, Ashton, Clark MO Theodore and Nancy Chewning to Mary Drew, 10.27.1919 
 
 

 
Theodore Chewning sold blacksmith shop in Ashton, Daily Gate City and Constitution-Democrat., Keokuk, 
Lee, 10.30.1919 
 
 

 
Theodore Chewning, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 1.17.1919 
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Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 11.21.1919 
 
 
I presume this is when the family moved from Ashton to Monmouth.  Notice that Grandma (Letha 
Florence) says further down this section that they moved in Dec. 1919). 
 
According to Uncle Bill Chewning’s estate auction ad, dated 1987, the Chewning Family moved the shop 
to Monmouth, IL, in 1919.   
 
Family lore says it was because Theodore wanted his daughter, Letha Florence, to attend a four-year high 
school, which apparently her community didn’t have.  I know that she did graduate in Monmouth, 
because I have the diploma.  From Uncle Herville’s obituary, he also graduated from Monmouth, so it may 
have been because of the education of both of these children that Theodore and Nancy moved to 
Monmouth.   
 
Why they chose Monmouth over any other community, we don’t know, but we do know that Theodore’s 
brother, Spencer, had married in Monmouth in 1906.  
 
Both Spencer and Theodore had several uncles living in the area, which may have been part of the reason 
they moved to Monmouth. 
 

Theo has relatives in Monmouth 
 
I found a M.L. Cannon, living in Monmouth, in 1870.  He was a brick mason, and was Elizabeth Lizzie 
Cannon Chewning’s brother.  In other words, M.L. (Martin Luther) Cannon would have been Theodore 
and Spencer’s uncle.  As a matter of fact, M.L. Cannon lived next door to Theodore and Nancy Ann on 
the 1920 census.   
 
(If there was any doubt about this Cannon being related to Lizzie Cannon Chewning, it’s laid to rest by 
Theodore’s obit, which mentions Zelma Kelley as one of his cousins.  Zelma was Martin L. Cannon’s 
daughter.)   
 
In a photo album created in 1983 by Letha Florence Chewning Downes, she says of this property:  This is 
the house we lived in when my father moved to Monmouth, Ill., which was in Dec. 1919.  The house 
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belonged to Zelma Cannon or Uncle Lou Cannon.  We lived there for nearly a year.  It was on South 6th 
Street. 
 
Since I wrote the above in 2008, I have found that Theo had more than one uncle living in Monmouth.  
Along with Uncle Martin Luther Cannon and his family, Uncle John N. Cannon, and Uncle Charles 
Cannon were living there as well.  Additionally, there were several cousins on the Beckner side of the 
family, also, so far from making an adventurous move to an unknown area, Theo had a brother, three 
uncles (his mother’s brothers) and more some cousins who had been in the area for decades. 
 
This is from Bonnie Downes, told to her by Roger Downes, 1/19/2008, in response to an email Dad and I 
sent her with questions:   
 
All he remembers being told about why the Chewnings moved to Monmouth is that Granddad Chewning 
came to Monmouth to visit his brother, Spence (the famous Uncle Spence, the atheist), who already lived 
in Monmouth.  Apparently, Granddad liked what he saw and felt there was a good opportunity to start a 
blacksmithing business here.  Uncle Spence already had a blacksmith shop, but, apparently, there was a lot 
of need for another one, too. 
 
Dad didn’t know how the Cannons and Chewnings were related, but he remembered always hearing 
Grandma and her mom talking about them when he was a little boy – he remembers that they lived in the 
south end of Monmouth and that Grandma, Uncle Bill and he went over there to see them because one of 
the Cannons had gone down south to buy peaches, and Grandma wanted to by a bushel from them.  He 
thinks he remembers it because Mrs. Cannon was getting something out of the cab of their truck, and she 
banged her head on the door and let loose with a string of profanities – he says he remembers Grandma 
being absolutely shocked at the language that came out of that woman’s mouth (of course, if you 
remember, Grandma hated any kind of searing).  He remembers he was just a little kid, but he thought it 
(Grandma’s face) was funny. 
 
 
I asked Dad if he realized the he had Cannon relatives in Monmouth when he was growing up, and he 
didn’t.  He was as surprised as I was that we could have family living blocks away and never knew of or 
spoke of them. 
 

Letha Florence Chewning Downes, houses where she had lived 
 
Theo moved the family into 1108 S. 6th in 1919, when they left Ashton.  Theo’s Uncle Lu (Martin Luther 
Cannon) owned the home.  Uncle Lu and family lived next door at 1104 S. 6th St. 
 
Dad took his mom (Florence) around the area in the 1983 to visit homes in which she had lived.  The 
writing on the first picture is Florence’s.   
 
Dad and I took pictures of the houses in May 2008.  1108 S. 6th was the blue one.   
 
Theo and family lived in 1108 S. 6th in 1920. 
 



 
 

Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 

 

- 86 - 
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1108 and 1104 S. 6th Street, Monmouth, Warren, IL     April 2008.  Theodore moved his family into the 
house on the left, and his Uncle Lu lived in the house on the right. 
 
 
 
 

   
1108 S. 6th St., Monmouth 
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1108 S. 6th St., Monmouth 

 
1920 census, Monmouth Ward 5, Warren, IL, 1108 S. 6th Street 
Theodore Chewning, rents home, 48, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, blacksmith, plow factory 
Nancy, 46, b. in IL, father b. in England, mother b. in IL 
Herville, 17, b. in MO, father b. in MO, mother b. in IL, attended school in last year 
Florence, 15, etc. 
Price Howell, lodger, 23, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, glazer, pottery 
 
Note:  living next door to M.L. Cannon (1104 S. 6th Street) 
 
Notice that Zelma Brown lives with Martin, and is his daughter.  She married again prior to Theodore’s 
obit in 1933, where she is listed as Zelma Kelley. 
 
1920 census, Monmouth Ward 5, Warren, IL   1104 S. 6th Street 
M L Cannon, 77, owns home, mortgage, b in MO; father b in US, mother b in MO; brick mason, buildings 
Aquillia Cannon, 77, b in OH, father b in NY, mother b in OH 
Leora C. Brown, 51, daughter, widowed, b in IL, no occupation 
Zelma Brown, 31, daughter, widowed, b in IL, no occupation 
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Theodore Chewning, blacksmith shop, MonmouthDailyAtlas, 5.26.1920 
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Theodore Chewning, Monmouth Daily Atlas, 7.13.1920 
 

 
Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 8.27.1920 
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Theodore Chewning, ClarkCountyCourier, 12.24.1920 
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Theodore Chewning, ClarkCountyCourier, 4.1.1921 
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Theodore Chewning, Monmouth Daily Atlas, 4/9/1921 
 

 
I got this pencil from my grandmother’s things after her passing (Letha Florence Chewning Downes, d. 
5/18/1986). 
 

 
 

The family moved to 918 S. 3rd St 
 

1922 Monmouth Directory 
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Theodore Chewning, blacksmith ad, QuincyDailyJournal, 1.8.1924 
 

 
Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, Francis Harriett Moseley Morris, Effie Maud Chewning Davidson, Ashton col 
ClarkCountyCourier, 9.5.1924 
 

 
Theodore Chewning, John Edward Davidson, ClarkCountyCourier, 3.25.1927 
 
 

 
Raymond, Herville, Theodore Chewning, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 4.1.1927 
 

 
Theodore Chewning, Effie Maud Chewning Davidson, Anna Lee Chewning Webster, ClarkCountyCourier, 
7.8.1927 
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Theodore Chewning, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 2.3.1928 
 
1930 census, Monmouth, Warren, IL, 918 S. 3rd Street 
Theodore Chewning, 58, owns home, worth $1400, 26 at first marriage, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, 
blacksmith, owns shop 
Nancy A. Chewning, 56, 24 when married, b. in IL, father b. in England, mother b. in IL 
 

 
Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, Herville, Raymond, Letha Florence Chewning Downes, Effie Maud Chewning 
Davidson, ClarkCountyCourier, 10.17.1930 
 

 
Theodore Chewning, Effie Maud Chewning Davidson, Ashton col. ClarkCountyCourier, 1 1.27.1931 
 
They lived next door to Raymond Austin (Bill) Chewning (916 S. 3rd St), Theodore’s son, and two houses 
from another son, Herville Payne Chewning (925 S. 3rd St.). 
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Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 7.8.1932 
 

Theodore died 1933 
 

 
Theodore Chewning, Effie Maud Chewning Davidson, Ashton col. ClarkCountyCourier, 1.13.1933 
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Theodore Chewning, obit, DailyReviewAtlas, 1.17.1933 
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Theodore Chewning, obit, TheRockIslandArgus, 1.19.1933 
 
Theodore died January 16, 1933.  I have a copy of Theodore’s death certificate, below. 
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Theodore Chewning, obit, ClarkCountyCourier, 1.27.1933 
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Theodore Chewning, obit, ClarkCountyCourier, 1.27.1933 
 
 
I received the following from Bonnie Downes, daughter of Roger Downes, my uncle, and grandson of 
Theodore.  Uncle Roger had this to say (8/2008), when she asked about what he remembered concerning 
his grandfather’s illness and death: 
 
Granddad Chewning died from a heart attack; 4-5 years before he died, he did have acute blood poisoning; 
that came about because he slipped and fell while working in his blacksmith shop and cut his finger; being 
a typical male of the time (probably just being a typical male period!), he did not go to the dr., but, 
instead, wrapped the finger in black wire tape that he used in the shop; as a result he developed blood 
poisoning, which settled in his hip--why it settled there I don't know, but that's just the way it happens, I 
guess.  As a result of that, he had to have hip surgery, from which he never fully recovered.  Dad said he 
was on crutches for years after that, really to the end of his life, as he remembers it.  So he was battling 
that for a very long time, but it was his heart that killed him.  Dad didn't think it was related to the blood 
poisoning, per se, it just happened, but his last few years he was not in good health because of the 
continual problems with his hip. 
 
The following is from Bonnie Downes, responding to my dad concerning Theodore’s obit. 

 
Dear Uncle Fin, 
  
I was at Dad's today, and he had some information, but didn't know it all, but you can pass it on to Pam. 
  
1.  Granddad Chewning died from a heart attack; 4-5 years before he died, he did have acute blood 
poisoning; that came about because he slipped and fell while working in his blacksmith shop and cut his 
finger; being a typical male of the time (probably just being a typical male period!), he did not go to the 
dr., but, instead, wrapped the finger in black wire tape that he used in the shop; as a result he developed 
blood poisoning, which settled in his hip--why it settled there I don't know, but that's just the way it 
happens, I guess.  As a result of that, he had to have hip surgery, from which he never fully recovered.  Dad 
said he was on crutches for years after that, really to the end of his life, as he remembers it.  So he was 
battling that for a very long time, but it was his heart that killed him.  Dad didn't think it was related to the 
blood poisoning, per se, it just happened, but his last few years he was not in good health because of the 
continual problems with his hip. 
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2.  As to the pallbearers: 
As far as Dad knew, all these men were friends of Granddad Chewning's, but he did have additional info 
about some of them. 
  
Earl McKennon was a contractor in town, fairly well-to-do, I guess, who, apparently, was also a very good 
friend of Uncle Bill's. 
  
He didn't know anything about Wiley McKinnon or Walter Kelley, just that they were both friends of 
Granddad's.  Note:  Walter Kelley was the former husband of Theodore’s cousin, Zelma Cannon. 
  
Ed Robison was a friend; Dad couldn't remember exactly what he did, but he said there was a whole bunch 
of Robisons in the Monmouth area; it was a very common last name. 
  
E.E. (Ed) Pratt ran a family grocery store across the street from Granddad Chewning's blacksmith shop. 
  
Sam Schaumleffel ran a meat market in Monmouth was in the IL. State Legislature for a time. 
  
3.  As to the Aunt Anna and Uncle Vard Webster.  Aunt Anna Chewning Webster , or Aunt Annie as Dad 
remembered calling her, was Granddad Chewning's sister; Dad remembers they had at least 5 kids, but 
they might have had more; the five he remembers are 3 boys, Gerald, Woodrow, & Hardy, and 2 girls, 
Ardith & Pansy. 
  
Anyway, hope this helps clarify things. 
Bonnie 
  
 
Theodore’s death certificate: 
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Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, others, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 8.17.1934 
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Morris reunion, Union Twp., Clark County, MO, mid-1930s.  Ida Ridgeley Morris, wife of Arthur W. Morris, 
front row.  Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, brother Thomas Payne Morris, back.  Taken at Uncle Arthur’s 
farm. 
 
1936 Monmouth, Warren, IL directory 
Chewning, A.R., blacksmith and welder (Ethel); ch: Mary Ann, Lillian, Eloise, Theodore A., 916 S. 3rd St. 
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Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, others, Ashton col., ClarkCountyCourier, 9.9.1938 
 
1939 Monmouth, Warren, IL directory 

 
 
 
The entry prior to Nancy Ann’s on the 1940 census is Uncle Bill; Uncle Herville is a few doors down. 
 
1940 census, Monmouth, Warren, IL   918 S. 3rd St. 
Nancy Ann Morris, 65, owns home, value $1,000, not on a farm, widow, completed 8th grade, b.i in IL, 
same house as 1935, not employed, housework 
Lucy Collins, 54, roomer, widow, completed 5th grade, b. in IL, same place as 1935, not employed, 
housework 
 
 

 
Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, Austin Raymond Chewning, Effie Maud Chewning Davidson, 
ClarkCountyCourier, 8.2.1940 
 

 
Effie Maud Chewning Davidson, Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, Raymond Austin Bill Chewning, Pansy E 
Webster Snider, ClarkCountyCourier, 12.6.1940 
 
1943 Monmouth Directory 
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Maurice Emil and Letha Florence Chewning Downes, Effie Maud Chewning Davidson, Ash col. 
ClarkCountyCourier, 3.31.1944 
 

 
Died in 1947 
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Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, obit, TheRockIslandArgus, 12.20.1947 
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Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, obit, MonmouthDailyReviewAtlas, 12.20.1947 
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Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, obit, MonmouthDailyReviewAtlas, 12.22.1947 
 
 

 
Nancy Ann Morris Chewning, obit, TheRockIslandArgus, 12.22.1947 
 
 
 
Nancy Ann’s death certificate: 
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The Blacksmith shop in Monmouth 
 

Dad and I would drive down through Monmouth on visits there; we were always interested in the state of 
repair of the blacksmith shop. 
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1994 
 

 
2008, facing south 
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2008, facing north 
 

 
4/2015 
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4/2015 
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Children of Theodore and Nancy Ann Morris Chewning 
Grandchildren of Moses William and Elizabeth Ann Lizzie Cannon Chewning and 

Grandchildren of Charles and Francis Harriet Moseley Morris 
Great Grandchildren of Granville Washington and Mary Ann Hanvey Chewning and 

Great Grandchildren of Newbold J and Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon and 
Great Grandchildren of William and Sarah Brewer Morris and  

Great Grandchildren of Churchill Payne and Nancy Ann Chastain Morris 
 

There is always an issue of how to decide where people were born, when they lived in the country.  I use 
the places that I most often see in their paper trail, knowing that oftentimes those born in the country will 
use the nearest town as their birthplace, even though they were born at home on the farm.   

 
1. Baby boy Chewning, b. 1899, probably, Neeper?, Union Twp., Clark County, MO; d. 4/1899, Union 

Twp.? Neeper?, Clark County, MO; buried 4/4/1899, Clark County, MO. 
 
2. Austin Raymond (Bill) Chewning, b. 2/18/1901, Neeper? Union Twp., Clark, MO; m. Ethel Elzina 

Brown, 5/5/1929, Keithsburg, Mercer, IL; d. 5/21/1987, Fillmore, Ventura, CA.  Buried in Warren 
County Memorial Park, Monmouth, Warren, IL. 

 
3. Herville Payne Chewning, b. 4/4/1903, Ashton, Clark, MO; m. Esther Bonita Tarr, 10/12/1927, 

Monmouth, Warren, IL; d. 7/2/1963, Monmouth, Warren, IL.  Buried in Warren County Memorial 
Park, Monmouth, Warren, IL. 

 
4. Letha Florence Chewning Downes, b. 8/29/1904, Ashton, Clark, MO; m. Maurice Emil Downes 

2/27/1924, Monmouth, Warren, IL; d. 5/18/1986, Monmouth, Warren, IL.  Buried in Monmouth 
Cemetery, Monmouth, Warren, IL. 
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Antioch, Clark, MO 
 

This is a picture of Ardyth Louise Webster Owen and son Noel Keith Owen in Antioch.  Behind them is the 
blacksmith shop Theodore built in the early 1900s. 
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Recent Lincoln Twp., Clark County plat map, showing Ashton 
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H. Finley Downes email to Nita Chewning and me about Theodore and brother Spencer Lee Chewning 
 

 
 
 
 


