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The children of 
Frederick and Mary Locke Beckner 

Parents of Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon 
 

February 11, 2025 
 

Frederick and Mary Locke Beckner had a dozen children.  Of those, some stayed in Kentucky, others moved to 
Missouri when their parents did.  The names below in blue died in Kentucky; the names in black died in Missouri. 
Life in Kentucky during the Civil War would have been trying.  Mary Beckner Overly sent three sons to the war; two 
for the North, one for the South! 
 
This excerpt describes how challenging times could be for civilians during the war.  It sounds like what was 
experienced in NE Kentucky was in ways similar to the stresses in NE Missouri, where those of the family that left 
Kentucky settled. 
 
The writer of this sketch, who was himself a Confederate soldier could give the names of some of the cowardly 
skulks who imposed upon the Southern sympathizers of this section by professing to be employed in the secret 
service of the South, but who were either deserters or bummers from the rebel army. The "captains," "majors," 
and "colonels," were the heroes of many battles. They told miraculous stories of bloody encounters with home-
guards and bush-whackers in passing through the enemy's lines; were sometimes compelled to eat their 
"dispatches," to prevent them from falling into the hands of the foe; and they generally succeeded in impressing 
the too credulous sympathizer with the vast importance of themselves and their mission. They were fat, sleek-
looking fellows, wore citizen soldier clothes and were usually armed with revolvers and bridles, the latter being 
the more effective weapon in their hands. Though they were not familiar with the "biz" of bullets, and knew 
little of Hardee's Tactics, yet they were thoroughly drilled in the art of horse stealing and practiced it 
indiscriminately upon the farmers of North Eastern Kentucky. Their booty was generally taken to the neutral 
territory, that lying between the hostile armies in Virginia, where it was disposed of and the proceeds spent in 
riotous living. 
 
The names in blue remained in KY. 
 

Children of Frederick and Mary Locke Beckner 
 

1. John Beckner, b. 1793; m. Mary Polly Parker, 2/15/1815, Greenup County, KY; d. 1829, presumably Fleming 
County, KY.   

 
2. Jacob Locke Beckner, b. 4/23/1795 Fleming County, KY; m. Nancy West Lancaster, 1/23/1820, Bath County, KY; 

d. 10/20/1846, Letcher County, KY.   
 
3. Peter L. Beckner, b. 9/13/1797, Fleming County, KY; m. Mary “Polly” Arnett Ledford, 5/28/1821, Bath County, 

KY; d. 2/3/1859, Nicholas County, KY; buried in Mr. Zion Church Graveyard, Nicholas County, KY 
 
4. Abraham L. Beckner, b. 1799, Fleming County, KY; m. Elizabeth Kincaid, 3/26/1823, Bath County, KY; d. 

9/1854, Lewis County, MO.  Elizabeth is buried in Bond Cemetery, Warren County, IL. 
 
5. Esther Hester Hetty Beckner Silvy, b. 1800, Fleming County, KY; m. Lewis Silvy, 2/11/1819, Fleming County, KY; 

d. after 1840, before 12/28/1844, Dearborn County, IN (presumable place of death). Lewis remarried 1844.   
 
6. Hannah Beckner Sweet, b. 1802, Fleming County, KY; m. Joshua Sweet, 3/6/1822, Fleming County, KY; d. 

between 1845 and 1850, Fleming County, KY.   
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7. Thomas Locke Beckner, b. 1804, Fleming County, KY; m. Malinda Cannon, 1/19/1826, Bath County, KY; d. 
2/1854, Lewis County, MO.  Probate was recorded 2/7/1854, in Lewis County, MO. (Malinda was sister of 
Newbold J NJ Cannon).   

 
8. William Andrew Beckner, b. 3/13/1806, Fleming County, KY; m. 1st Malinda Ledford, 3/3/1825, Bath County, 

KY; m. 2nd Sophia Brown, 2/18/1842, Marion County, MO; d. 3/3/1880, Knox County, MO; buried Colony 
Cemetery, Colony, Knox, MO. 

 
9. Mary Polly Beckner Overly, b. 1808, Fleming County, KY; m. Jacob Overly, 1824, Fleming County, KY; d. about 

1872, Fleming County, KY; buried Log Union Cemetery, Fleming County, KY. 
 
10. Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon, b. 1811, Fleming County, KY; m. Newbold (NJ) Cannon 1/15/1829, Fleming 

County, KY; d. 9/17/1870, Clark County or Lewis County, MO; buried Wyaconda Baptist Church Cemetery, 
Canton Twp., Lewis County, MO. 

 
11. Ruamy/Rheuamy Beckner Kell, b. 1/22/1813, Fleming County, KY; m. Benjamin Kell, 9/13/1832, Dearborn 

County, IN; d. 10/20/1848, Lewis County, MO; buried Mt. Moriah Cemetery, Canton, Lewis, MO. 
 

12. Margaret Beckner Welker, b. 1816, Fleming County, KY; m. Joseph Welker, 6/24/1834, Dearborn County, IN; d. 
after 1857, MO?   
 

 
It looks as if the first child married in 1815; therefore, I think they would have all been on the 1800 census. 
 
1800 Second Census of Kentucky     Tax Lists 
Buckner  Frederick    Fleming   8/11/1800    page 38 
 
The oldest son had probably left home by 1810; Margaret and Ruamy weren’t born yet. 
 
1810 census, Flemingsburg, Fleming, KY 
Frederick Bakner (I think it reads Beckner)   
2 males under 10 (Thomas, Andrew) 
3 males 10-15  (Jacob, Peter, Abraham) 
1 male 26-44  (Frederick) 
2 females under 10 (Hannah, Elizabeth) 
1 female 10-15 (Esther) 
1 female 26-44  (Mary) 
 
1820 census, Fleming County, KY 
Frederick Beckner 
1 male 10-16 (Andrew) 
1 male 16-18 (Thomas) 
2 males 16-26 (Abraham, Peter) 
1 male 45+ (Frederick) 
3 females under 10 (Mary, Ruamy, Margaret) 
1 female 10-16 (Elizabeth) 
1 female 16-26 (Hannah) 
1 female 26-44 (don’t know) 
1 female 45+ (Mary) 
I don’t think there is a mark under slave columns 
 
Also on this 1820 census page are Lewis Silvey, son-in-law of Frederick Beckner and  
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Gregory Hawkins, possibly husband of Sarah Cannon Hawkins (sister-in-law of Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon)  
Several pages prior is Jacob Beckner, Frederick’s son 
Frederick’s nephew? another brother? Jacob Beckner and Frederick’s brother Henry’s entries are several census 
pages later, next to each other 
 
John died in KY in 1829 
Jacob died in KY in 1846 
Peter died in KY in 1859 
Hannah Beckner Sweet died in KY in 1845 
Mary Beckner Overly died in KY in 1872 
Ruamy Beckner Kell moved to IN, moved to MO, died in MO in 1848 
Esther Beckner Silvy moved to IN 
Abraham L didn’t move to MO until 1851, and died there in 1854 
Thomas L., died in MO in 1854 
Andrew died in MO in 1880 
Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon died in MO in 1870 
Margaret Beckner Welker died in MO? after 1850 
 
Thomas, Andrew, Elizabeth and Margaret all moved to MO in the late 1820’s/early 1830’s.  
Several Beckners were slaveholders.  Jacob, Peter, Hanna, Thomas (although not in MO, if at all) and NJ/Elizabeth 
(in MO) show slaves on their census records.   
 
This also from internet; haven’t confirmed information  http://genealinks.com/records/records079.htm 
 
Peter Beckner   Elizabeth Caska 1823 Flemings Kentucky 
Jacob Beckner Jane Gordon 2 Nov 1813 Flemings Kentucky 

William Collins Elizabeth Beckner 25 Jan 1818 Fleming Kentucky 
Henry Beckner Sally Medlan 4 Dec 1821 Nicholas Kentucky 

http://genealinks.com/records/records079.htm 
 
I purchased a CD of ‘Lewis County, Mo, History of 1887.”  In it are the following land entries: 
 
Twp 61, Range 6 Sec. 3 John Crooks 1835 (page 156) 
Twp 62, Range 6 Sec. 7 Thomas L. Bickner, 1836 
 Twp 62, Range 6, Sec. 1  NJ Cannon, 1833 
                                              Joseph Welker (possible husband of Margaret Beckner) 
Twp 62, Range 6, Sec. 18  Jesse McPherson, 1833; Andrew Bickner, 1834 
Twp 62, Range 6, Sec. 29   Gregory F. Hawkins, Madison C. Hawkins, 1834   
 

The Cannons and the Beckners 
 
Note:  there is quite a bit of overlap between the Beckner and Cannon families, due to two of the Beckner children 
marrying Cannon children, and the families immigrating to Missouri together, etc.  Make sure to read the Cannon 
notebooks, also.   
 
This is copied from Frederick and Mary Locke Beckner’s narrative.  It speaks to their heirs: 
 
Sheriff Deed, 9/15/1857, page 454 
 

http://genealinks.com/records/records079.htm
http://genealinks.com/records/records079.htm
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I don’t entirely understand what is happening here; perhaps I don’t have all the pertinent documents.  
 
There is a sale by Sheriff J.A. Richardson for real estate previously owned by Frederick.  The date of the Sheriff’s sale 
was 9/15/1857.   
 
BUT:  In 1850, some of Frederick’s heirs asked the court to force a sale of the land, and Andrew Beckner purchased 
it.   
 
…witnesseth that whereas at the May term AD 1850 of Lewis Circuit Court the petition for partition wherein’ the 
plaintiffs petitioned the court for partition and were granted their ‘prayers,’ and the sheriff was ordered to sell 
the land on ‘22nd day of October AD 1850’ 
 
Between the Aug. 1845 filing date, and the above Nov. 15, 1845 document, Mary Beckner died.  Her will was 
probated Oct. 4, 1845. 
 
I have a sheriff’s deed dated 1857, where Andrew Beckner bought at sheriff’s sale two pieces of land, one being 
the land mentioned above that Frederick purchased in Frederick purchased land in Sec. 18 in 1838 (E½ NE¼ Sec 
18, Twp 62, R6W), and an original land patent in Sec. 17 in 1839 (SW¼ NW¼ Sec 17, Twp 62, R6W). 
 
The plaintiffs in the case are: 
 
Andrew Beckner, Peter Beckner, Thomas L. Beckner, Newbold J. Cannon and Elizabeth A. Cannon, Benjamin Kell, 
Sanford Kell, Samuel Kell, Luis Kell, Emily Kell, William Kell, Benjamin Kell and Ruamy Elizabeth Kell minor heirs, by 
their guardian Benjamin Kell.   
 
The defendants are: 
 
Abraham Beckner, Jacob Overly and Mary Overly, Joseph Walker and Margaret Walker, and the unknown heirs of 
Jacob Beckner deceased, the unknown heirs of John and Hannah Sweet, Deceased, and the unknown heirs of Luis 
and Hester Sylvia, deceased. 
 
You can see that the Silvys, the Sweets, and Ruamy Kell have died between the 1840 will of Frederick and 1850, or 
1857, depending on when the list of heirs was made.  From what I’ve learned at rootsweb, John Sweet was killed in 
1857, so this list may be current as of 1857, not 1850. 
 
HOWEVER, Abram is listed as an heir, but he died in 1854, so I am confused about dates of death for the Sweets, 
especially.  Did they die prior to 1850?  If so, then the story online about Joshua Sweet being murdered in 1857 is 
inaccurate.  Of course, notice that the will mentions John Sweet, not Joshua.  Confusing. 
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Frederick Beckner, estate, Sheriff deed, filed 9.15.1857.1 
 

4/2022 
 

I found Mary’s probate at ancestry.com.  She died without a will, and Newbold J. NJ Cannon was made her 
administrator. 
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Newbold J NJ Cannon was her administrator (husband of Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon). 
 
Of the 12 children Mary and Frederick Beckner had, 11 are mentioned here.  The only one not mentioned is John, 
who died in 1829, supposedly from a farm injury.  I believe John had at least 7 children, but they aren’t mentioned 
in the will. 
 
Esther (Hetty) is the only other child who had died prior to Mary’s probate in 1845. 
 
Jacob L. Beckner, residence not known 
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the heirs of Hetty Silvy, who married Lewis Silvy and resided in the state of Indiana and county of Dearborn 
Peter Beckner, who resides in Bath County, KY 
Abraham Beckner and  
Polly Overly who married Jacob Overy who resides in Fleming County,KY 
Hannah Sweet who married Joshua Sweet and resides in Fleming County, KY 
Margaret Welker who married Joseph Welker and resides in the state of Illinois 
Thomas Beckner 
Andrew Beckner 
Ruamy Keels who married Benjamin Keels 
Elizabeth Ann Cannon who married Newbold J Cannon, all of whom live in Lewis County, MO 

 
 

John Beckner 
Son of Frederick and Mary Locke Beckner 

 
John Beckner was born about 1793, and died about 1829.  He married Mary “Polly” Parker, 2/5/1815, in Greenup 
County, KY.   
 
I found a website that included this information about John: 
 
John purchased 100 acres of land on the 16th of February 1811, in Fleming county, KY (Deed Book D, p. 329). He is 
listed on the 1812 Tax List for Fleming County.  John and family appear on the 1820 Fleming, Kentucky, Census.  In 
1823, a paternity suit was filed against John, by John Smith – for daughter Keziah – under age 21.  John lost the 
suit.  He died from a farm injury in 1829.  Frederick and Jacob Locke were appointed administrators of his estate 
in January 1830 (Fleming county).  The estate inventory sale was held May 2, 1831, in Fleming County.  
 
Wife Polly appears on the 1830 and 1840 Fleming Census records. 
 
If the list that follows is correct, his wife was pregnant when he died, and had a baby after his death. 
 
Children of John Beckner: 

1. James W. Beckner b: ABT 1815; d. 1891 
2. Perry Beckner b: ABT 1819 in Fleming County, KY; d. 1890 
3. Alfred G. Beckner b: 13 JAN 1821 in Fleming County, KY  (m. Evelyn Mers 3/3/1844); d. 1904 
4. Edward Beckner b: ABT 1824; d. 1880 
5. John A. Beckner b: ABT 1826; d. 1880 
6. Henry Beckner b: ABT 1828  
7. Ambrose Beckner b: 2 JAN 1830 in Kentucky; d. 1904 

If the list of children (rootsweb) is accurate, James, Perry, Alfred and Henry had children.   
 
John may have been a solder in War of 1812; there are records for a John Beckner private, 5 REG'T (MCDONALD'S) 
VIRGINIA MILITIA.  There are also records for several John Bucknors/Buckners, in KY and VA.  No way to know. 
John was possibly living away from the family home in 1810; apprenticed somewhere, perhaps? 
 

Land purchased in 1811 from James Rickart 
 

Kentucky uses means and measures, not townships, to describe property, which makes it very difficult to place.  All 
I know is that John purchased 100 acres in Fleming County. 

http://worldconnect.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=mldrfl&id=I098421
http://worldconnect.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=mldrfl&id=I098420
http://worldconnect.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=mldrfl&id=I098270
http://worldconnect.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=mldrfl&id=I098422
http://worldconnect.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=mldrfl&id=I098423
http://worldconnect.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=mldrfl&id=I098424
http://worldconnect.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=mldrfl&id=I098425
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John Beckner, deed bk D, p. 329, Fleming County, KY, 2.16.1811.1 
 
 

 
John and Mary Polly Parker Beckner, marr, Greenup County, KY, 2.5.1815 
 
 
Name  Polly Parker 
Marriage Date 5 Feb 1815 
Marriage Place Greenup, Kentucky, USA 
Spouse  John Beckner 
 
1820 census, Fleming County, KY 
John Beckner 
3 free white males under 10  (James W., Perry, ?) 
1 free white  male   26-45     (John) 
1 free white female   16-26  (Mary Polly) 
1 number of persons engaged in agriculture 
 
On the 1820 census, the two households following John Beckner were David Finley and John Finley.   
 

John becomes Charles Beckner’s guardian 
 

Question:  who is Charles Beckner, and why does he need a guardian? 
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John Beckner, Charles Beckner guardianship, Fleming County, KY, court 7.1828 
 

Who is Joseph Beckner?  He is apprenticed as a blacksmith 
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Joseph Beckner, apprenticed, Fleming County, KY court 7.1829 
 

John d. in 1829 
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John Beckner, Fleming County, KY court proceedings index 
 
 
 

Brother Jacob made administrator, Frederick the security 
 

 
John Beckner, estate, Jacob L., Frederick Beckner, Fleming County, KY, 1.1830 
 

Appraisement of Inventory, 1/1830, filed 2/7/1831 
 
No slaves are mentioned.  There were slaves on the 1820 census. 
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John Beckner, estate, inventory, 1.1830, filed 2.7.1831 
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John Beckner, estate, bill of sale, Fleming County, KY, 1.20.1831. p. 181 
 
People who purchased items from his sale: 
 
Polly Parker Beckner, his widow 
Jacob D. Beckner ? 
Jacob L. Beckner, his brother 
 
Notice that Jacob L is the administrator. 
 
Index for these files: 
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John Beckner, estate, inventory, Fleming County, KY, Bk D, 1829 
 
John’s property is sold, and recorded in Feb. 1831. 
 
1830 census, Western Division, Fleming County, KY 
Polly Beckner     (widow of John Beckner) 
2 free white males under 5    (Henry, Edward) 
2 free white males   5-10       (Alfred, John) 
1 free white male   30–40     (???)  perhaps John was alive at the time of the census 
1 free white female  20-30   (Polly) 
No slaves on census 
 
Alfred’s obit says that he was orphaned at the age of 9, and was raised by James Trimble.   
 
Polly Parker Beckner and family are living very close to Frederick and Mary Locke Beckner. 
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John Beckner, estate, inventory and appraisement, Fleming County, KY, 2.1831 
 
 

 
John Beckner, estate, lot of sale recorded, Fleming County, KY, 5.1831 
 
 
1840, Division 2, Fleming County, KY 
Mary Beckner   (widow of John Beckner, I presume) 
1 male 5-10        (Ambrose) 
1 male 10-15      (Edward) 
2 males 15-20     (Henry, Alfred, John A?) 
1 female 40-50     (Mary Polly) 
No slaves on census 
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3 people engaged in agriculture 
 
 
There is a death index for Mary Beckner, age 86, died in Bath County, Nov. 29, 1876, of old age.  Says her parents 
were Thomas and Martha Beckner, yet she’s a widow (her parents would have her maiden name).  Could this be 
John’s wife?  Could this be Peter’s wife? 
 
Children of John and Mary Polly Parker Beckner 
Grandchildren of Frederick and Mary Locke Beckner 
 
I’ve put a lot of time into this list, hoping to find obits or death certificates or something that will help solidify the 
names and dates, but I can’t be terribly sure of these people.  Because the census records prior to 1850 don’t list 
names, I don’t have anything for them prior to 1850 that shows them as a family.  Because there are so many 
Beckners in Kentucky, and because they all use the same first names for their children, it is really difficult to be 
sure that this list, which I got from other researchers, is accurate. 
 
Ambrose, who is named on lists as John and Polly’s youngest child, could NOT have been born in 1834, as John 
died in 1829.  So, was Ambrose in error about his own age??  Seems unlikely.  And, just to be obvious, he would 
have been aware that his father died in 1829, so hard to be unclear as to when you were conceived.  His 
tombstone says he was born in 1834. 
 
In 1850, he lists his age as 17, making him born about 1833. 
In 1860, he lists his age as 35, making him born about 1825. 
In 1870, he lists his age as 35, making him born about 1835. 
In 1880, he lists his age as 44, making him born about 1836. 
 
I found an obit for Alfred G., and in it it’s stated that he was orphaned in 1829, and lived with the James Trimble 
family.  His mother didn’t die in 1829, but it is very possible that he was given to live with another family and 
thought of himself as orphaned. 
 
The only piece of evidence linking any of these people to John and Polly Parker Beckner is Alfred’s death cert, 
which lists them as his parents. 
 
1850 
James  Boone County, IN 
Perry  Platte County, MO 
Alfred  Fleming County, KY 
John  DeKalb County, MO 
Henry  DeKalb County, MO.  (since at least 1848) 
Edward  Platte County, MO 
Ambrose Platte County, MO 
 
1860 
James  Montgomery County, IN 
Perry  Buchanan County, MO 
Alfred  Fleming County, KY 
John  Leavenworth County, MO 
Henry  DeKalb County, MO   
Edward  Platte County, MO 
Ambrose Pike County, MO 
 
1870 
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James  Montgomery County, IN 
Perry  Nodaway County, MO 
Alfred  Rush County, IN 
John  Leavenworth County, MO 
Henry  d. 1862 
Edward  Atchison County, KS 
Ambrose Pike County, MO 
 
1880 
James  Montgomery County, IN 
Perry  Andrew County, MO 
Alfred  Rush County, IN 
John  Leavenworth County, MO 
Henry  d. 1862 
Edward  Atchison County, KS 
Ambrose Pike County, MO 
 
1900 
James  d. 1891, Montgomery County, IN 
Perry  d. 1891, MO, possibly Buchanan County 
Alfred  Rush County, IN 
John  Blaine County, OK   (dau. Martha Ann married in Blaine County in 1896) 
Henry  d. 1862 
Edward  d. 1880, probably Atchison County, KS 
Ambrose Pike County, MO 
 
1910 
James  d. 1891, Montgomery County, IN 
Perry  d. 1891, MO, possibly Buchanan County 
Alfred  d. 1904, Rush County, IN 
John  d. before 1910 census, possibly OK 
Henry  d. 1862 
Edward  d. 1880, probably Atchison County, KS 
Ambrose d. 1904, Pike County, IN 
 
Of interest:  James W. is said to be born in 1813, but his parents married in 1815.  Either he isn’t their son, or his 
date of birth at FAG is wrong. 
 
 
1. James W. Beckner, b. 5/15/1813, KY (birth yr per FAG, probably 1815); m. Elizabeth Chrisman, 7/15/1840, 

Fleming County, KY; d. 11/26/1891, Montgomery County, IN; buried in Darlington Odd Fellows Cemetery, 
Darlington, Montgomery, IN. 
 

2. Perry S. Beckner, b. 1819, Fleming County, KY; m. 1st Lucinda Sapp, 10/15/1844, Platte County, MO; m. 2nd 
Jemima, before 1858; d. 1890-1891, MO, per pension record; filing; buried in  
 

3. Alfred G. Beckner, b. 1/13/1821, Fleming County, KY; m. Evaline F. Mers, 3/3/1844, Fleming County, KY; d. 
3/6/1904, Posey Twp., Rush County, IN; buried in Arlington East Hill Cemetery, Arlington, Rush, IN. 
 

4. John A. Beckner, b. 6/1824, Fleming County, KY; m. 1st Elizabeth Parks, 12/5/1847, Shelby County, IN; m. 2nd 
Sarah L. Holliday, 1873, possibly Leavenworth County, KS; d. after 1901, possibly Blaine County, OK;  
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5. Henry Beckner, b. 1825, Fleming County, KY; m. 1st Lydia Parks, 11/30/1848, DeKalb County, MO; m. 2nd Mary 
Polly Bradford, 2/10/1855, DeKalb County, MO; d. 1862 (walking home from Civil War); buried possibly in 
DeKalb County, MO. 
 

6. Edward Beckner, b. 1827, Fleming County, KY; m. Sarah Sally Overly, 8/5/1849, Platte County, MO; d. after 
1880 census, probably Atchison County, KS 
 

7. Ambrose Beckner, b. 1/2/1834 or 1829, Fleming County, KY; m. Lucretia Sapp, about 1855; d. 11/23/1904, Pike 
County, MO; buried in Bethany Cemetery, Buffalo Twp., Pike County, MO. 

 
There is a fair amount online for a James W. (William?) Beckner, who may very well be our family.  I hesitate on all 
the potential children of John and Mary Polly Parker Beckner, b/c there were several family groups that migrated 
from VA to Fleming County, KY at the same time.  With the same first names. 
 
 
James W. Beckner 
Son of John and Mary Polly Parker Beckner 
Grandson of Frederick and Mary Locke Beckner 
 

 
James W Beckner, stone, Darlington Odd Fellows Cemetery, Darlington, Montgomery, IN 
 
Name  James Beckner 
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Gender  Male 
Marriage Date 15 Jul 1840 
Marriage Place Fleming, Kentucky, USA 
Spouse  Eliz Chrisman 
 
1850 census, District 7, Boone County, IN 
James Beckner, 32, farmer, b. in KY 
Isabella Beckner, 30, b. in KY 
Marion, 9, b. in KY, attended school 
Pannel, 7, b. in KY 
Mary J., 5, b. in KY 
Samuel, 4, b. in IN,  
Baby, 1/12, b. in IN 
 
Civil War Service: 
 
Name  James Beckner 
Birth Year abt 1814 
Age  49 
Enrollment Date 11 Jul 1863 
Discharge Date 23 Jul 1863 
Place  Darlington, Indiana 
Regiment 104 
 

 
James W Beckner, Civil War service 
 
 
1860 census, Union Twp., Montgomery County, IN 
James W. Beckner, 44, farmer, real estate $2,000, personal property $1,000, b. in KY, cannot read 
Elizabeth Beckner, 40, b. in KY 
Francis M., 19, farmer, b. in KY, attended school 
Parmel, 17, farmer, b. in KY, attended school 



 
 

Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 
 

- 24 - 

Mary J, 15, b. in KY 
Samuel, 13, b. in IN, attended school 
Sarah C, b. in IN, attended school 
Ellen, b. in IN, attended school 
Matthias Christman, 20, personal property $100, b. in KY 
 
1870 census, Union Twp., Montgomery County, IN 
James Beckner, 56, farmer, real estate $5200, personal property $2,000, b. in KY 
Elizabeth Beckner, 53, housekeeper, b. in KY 
Pavel, 25, at home, b. in KY 
Mary, 24, at home, b. in KY, says can, but I think it means can’t read or write, INSANE 
Samuel, 22, farm laborer, b. in IN 
Sarah, 18, at home, b. in IN 
Ellen, 16, at home, b. in IN 
Miranda, 6, at home, b. in IN 
Worth, 4, at home, b. in IN 
 
1880 census, Franklin Twp., Montgomery County, IN 
James Beckner, 66, farmer, b. in KY, parents b. in VA 
Elizabeth Beckner, 63, keeping house, b. in KY, parents b. in KY 
Ellen, 33, divorced, at home, b. in IN, parents b. in KY 
Mattie, 15, at home, b. in IN, parents b. in KY 
Ettie Knox, 7, granddaughter, at home, b. in IN, father b. in KY, mother in KY 
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Panel Beckner, murdered, DailyNewsDemocrat, 8.11.1905 
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Panel Beckner, murdered, TheStarPress, 8.11.1905 
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Panel Beckner, murdered, TheIndianapolisStar, 8.11.1905.1. 
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Panel Beckner, murdered, AndersonMorningHerald, 8.11.1905 
 
    
 

 
Panel Beckner, murdered, TheEnterprise, 8.18.1905 
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Panel Beckner, murdered, TheIndianapolisNews, 11.22.1905. 
 
 

 
Panel Beckner, murdered, TheIndianapolisNews, 11.24.1905 
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Panel Beckner, murdered, TheStarPress, 12.4.1905 
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Panel Beckner, murdered, TheIndianapolisNews, 12.7.1905 
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Panel Beckner, murdered, TheIndianapolisNews, 12.20.1905 
 

 
Ellen Beckner Knox, obit, JournalandCourier, 12.23.1927 
 
 
Perry S. Beckner 
Son of John and Mary Polly Parker Beckner 
Grandson of Frederick and Mary Locke Beckner 
 
1820 census, Fleming County, KY 
John Beckner 
3 free white males under 10  (James W., Perry, ?) 
1 free white  male   26-45     (John) 
1 free white female   16-26  (Mary Polly) 
1 number of persons engaged in agriculture 
 
1830 census, Western Division, Fleming County, KY 
Polly Beckner     (widow of John Beckner) 
2 free white males under 5    (Henry, Edward) 
2 free white males   5-10       (Alfred, John) 
1 free white male   30–40     (???)  perhaps John was alive at the time of the census 
1 free white female  20-30   (Polly) 
No slaves on census 
 
1840, Division 2, Fleming County, KY 
Mary Beckner   (widow of John Beckner, I presume) 
1 male 5-10        (Ambrose) 
1 male 10-15      (Edward) 
2 males 15-20     (Alfred?) 
1 female 40-50     (Mary Polly) 
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No slaves on census 
3 people engaged in agriculture 
 
 
 
 

 
Perry S Beckner, marr cert, Platte County, MO, 10.15.1844 
 
1850 census, Marshall Twp., Platte County, MO 
Perry Beckner, 30, farmer, b. in KY 
Lucintia Beckner, 21, b. in IN 
John, 6, b. in MO 
Margaret Sapp, 13, b. in IN,  
Nancy, 10, b. in MO 
Barbara, 7, b. in MO 
 
Lucinda d. before 1860.  I presume that James was her son.    
 
1860 census, Bloomington Twp., Buchanan County, MO 
Perry Beckner, 39, farmer, personal property $125, b. in KY 
Jemima Beckner, 31, b. in TN,  
John T., 13, b. in MO 
James H., 1, b. in MO 
 
1870 census, Grant Twp., Nodaway County, MO 
Perry Beckner, 50, laborer, personal property $500, b. in KY, cannot write 
Jemima Beckner, 44, keeping house, b. in TN,  
James H., 12, at home, b. in MO 
Elizabeth, 9, at home, b. in MO 
Lucinda, 7, b. in MO 
Talitaha, 5, b. in MO 
 
1876 MO census, Holt County, MO 
Perry Beckner, over 45, can read and write 
Jemima Beckner, over 45, can read and write 
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James, 10-18,  
Lizzie, 10-18,  
Tabitha, 10-18 
 

 
Perry T Beckner, HoltCountyPress, 9.13.1877 
 
1880 census, Lincoln Twp., Andrew County, MO 
Perry Beckner, 58, rail road work, cannot write, b. in KY, father b. in PA, mother b. in NJ 
Jemimah Beckner, 54, housekeeping, b. in TN, parents b. in TN 
James, 22, farming, b. in MO, father b. in KY, mother b. in TN 
Elizabeth, 18, housework, father b. in KY, mother b. in TN 
Telitha, 14, housework, father b. in KY, mother b. in TN 
 
1888 directory, St. Joseph, Buchanan, MO 

 
 
 
1890 directory, St. Joseph, Buchanan, MO 
Name   Jemima Beckner 
Residence Date  1890 
Residence Place  St Joseph, Missouri, USA 
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Business Address  R 842 S. 19th 
Comments  widow Perry 
 
Perry d. late in 1890, I presume, as he had a pension record filed in 1/3/1891. 
 

 
Perry Beckner, Civil War pension, 1.3.1891 
 
 

 
James H Beckner, patent, HarrisonCountyDemocrat, 6.4.1891 
 
1893 directory, St. Joseph, Buchanan, MO 

 
 
1895 directory, St. Joseph, Buchanan, MO 
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Jemima Beckner, StJosephNewsPressGazette, 3.4.1899 
 
They are apparently running a boarding house in 1900.  Why is James listed as John?  Who is Ollie?  Jemima says 
she had 4 children, only 1 living.  There was a daughter, Elizabeth, b. at the same time as Ollie.  Is Ollie Elizabeth? 
 
1900 census, St. Joseph, Buchanan, MO.  812 Penn St. 
John Beckner, 44, b. 12/1858, b. in MO, father b. in KY, mother b. in TN, engineer, rents home 
Jennie Beckner, 73, b. 4/1827, widowed, 4 children b., 1 living, b. in TN, parents b. in TN 
Ollie Beckner, 39, sister, b. 1/1861, b. in MO, father b. in KY, mother b. in TN 
Mary Parish, 27, b. 12/1872, divorced, b. in IA, father b. in IL, mother b. in IN, servant 
Edward L. Jaster, 16, nephew, b. 7/1883, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, machinist 
Martha Lyon, 35, boarder, b. 3/1865, divorced, b.in IA, parents b. in IA, seamstress 
Nolan Birks, 32, boarder, b. 2/1868, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, fireman 
Ed Birks, 30, boarder, b. 4/1870, b. in MO, parents b. in MO, fireman 
Dan Long, boarder 
Paul Burns, boarder, 
Fred Larkin, boarder, 
Paul Brown, boarder, 
Carl Brown, boarder, 
Henry Rents, boarder, 
 
James is living at 812 Penn in the 1900 directory, but Jemima isn’t listed. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jemima Beckner, insane, StJosephNewsPressGazette, 6.21.1900 
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Jemima Beckner, insane, TheStJosephHerald, 6.22.1900 
 
Alfred G. Beckner 
Son of John and Mary Polly Parker Beckner 
Grandson of Frederick and Mary Locke Beckner 
 
 
 
 

 
Alfred G Beckner, stone, Arlington East Hill Cemetery, Arlington, Rush, IN 
 



 
 

Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 
 

- 40 - 

 
Alfred G and Evaline Mers Beckner 
 
Alfred’s obit says that he was orphaned at the age of 9, and that he was raised by James Trimble.  It also says 
that his parents died when he was 9; actually, his father died then, but not his mother.  She has an 1840 census. 
 
1830 census, Western Division, Fleming County, KY 
Polly Beckner     (widow of John Beckner) 
2 free white males under 5    (Henry, Edward) 
2 free white males   5-10       (Alfred, John) 
1 free white male   30–40     (???)  perhaps John was alive at the time of the census 
1 free white female  20-30   (Polly) 
No slaves on census 
 
1840, Division 2, Fleming County, KY 
Mary Beckner   (widow of John Beckner, I presume) 
1 male 5-10        (Ambrose) 
1 male 10-15      (Edward) 
2 males 15-20     (Alfred, Henry?) 
1 female 40-50     (Mary Polly) 
No slaves on census 
3 people engaged in agriculture 
 
1850 census, District 1, Fleming County, KY 
Alfred G. Beckner, 25, farmer, real estate $500, b. in KY 
Eveline Beckner, 21, b. in KY 
Harriet, 5, b. in KY 
John C., 1, b. in KY 
 
1860 census, Lewis County, KY 
A. G. Beckner, 34, farmer, personal property $200, b. in KY 
Evaline Beckner, 30, b. in KY 
Harriet C., 15, b. in KY 
John C., 11, b. in KY 
Missouri, 8, b. in KY, attended school 
Andrew, 4, b. in KY 
Sarah J., 4, b. in IN 
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Laurence, 2, b. in IN 
 
1870 census, Posey Twp., Rush County, IN 
A G Beckner, 50, farmer, value of personal property, $350, b. in KY 
Eveline Beckner, 41, keeping house, b. in KY 
M B, 18, female, house keeper, b. in KY 
Andrew, 16, at home, b. in KY 
Laurena S., 11, b. in IN 
Ann, 8, b. in IN 
Martha, 6, b. in IN 
Grace, 2, b. in IN 
James W. Tribby, 34, com laborer, b. in KY 
Harriett Tribby, 24, keeping house, b. in KY 
 
1880 census, Posey Twp., Rush County, IN 
Alfred Beckner, 58, farmer, b. in KY, parents b. in KY 
Eveline Beckner, 52, keeping house, cannot write, b. in KY, parents b. in KY 
Lawrence, 22, labor, b. in IN, parents b. in KY 
Ann E., 19, house keeper, b. in IN, parents b. in KY 
Martha, 17, house keeper, b. in IN, parents b. in KY 
Grace, 13, attended school, b. in IN, parents b. in KY 
Alpha, 7, attended school, b. in IN, parents b. in KY 
Terry Mers, 84, mother-in-law, widow, b. in KY 
 
1900 census, Posey Twp., Rush County, IN 
Alfred G. Beckner, 79, b. 1/1821, m. 56 yrs, b. in KY, parents b. in KY, farmer 
Evaline Beckner, 72, b. 4/1828, m. 56 yrs, b. in KY, parents b. in KY, can read, not write 
 
 
 

 
Alfred G Beckner, obit, TheIndianapolisJournal, 3.9.1904 
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Alfred G Beckner, obit, Buffalo,NY,TheBuffaloTimes, 3.23.1904 
 

 
Alfred G Beckner, son of John and Mary Polly Parker Beckner 


