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The children of 
Frederick and Mary Locke Beckner 

Parents of Elizabeth Ann Beckner Cannon 
 

February 11, 2025 
 

Jacob Locke Beckner 
Son of Frederick and Mary Locke Beckner 

 
Jacob Locke Beckner, b. 4/23/1795; m. Nancy West Lancaster, 1/23/1820, Bath County, KY; d. 10/20/1846, Letcher 
County, KY (per online trees).   
 

    
Nancy West Lancaster Beckner, Nannie Belle McKee  Nancy West Lancaster Beckner 
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Nancy West Lancaster Beckner, stone, Spring Grove Cemetery, Cincinnati, Hamilton, OH.  From FAG:  This stone 
was in the right spot but it is too worn to confirm it is Nancy. I checked all surrounding stones. 
 
Beckner researcher: 
 
Jacob Locke and family appear on the 1820 Fleming census; and the 1830 and 1840 Nicholas, KY, census records.  
Wife Nancy, appears on the 1850 Mason (with son, William, at home of daughter Martha and husband Samuel 
McKee), and the 1860 Fleming, Kentucky census.  Jacob died while returning from a plantation in Mississippi 
where he was preparing to take his family.  His grave now lies under a railroad fill (Clara Turner). 
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Jacob was probably on the family census record for 1810. 
 
He may have been a soldier in the War of 1812. 
 

 
Fleming County KY, 1818 
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Nicholas County, KY 1818 
 
 

Marriage to Nancy West Lancaster, 1/23/1820 
 

 
Jacob Locke Beckner marr, Bath County, KY 
 
1820 census, Fleming County, KY 
Jacob Beckner 
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3  free white males under 10 
1  free white male  26-45        
1  free white female  26-45     
1 person engaged in agriculture 
 
Henry Beckner’s name follows this Jacob Beckner household; given our Jacob married in 1820, I think this is NOT our 
Jacob, but the son of Henry (he did have a son Jacob).  So I think the Fleming county record for Jacob Beckner is a 
cousin. 
 
I THINK THIS Jacob in Poplar Plains is MORE LIKELY.   Jacob had married in 1820; there wouldn’t be children on 
the census, unless he was raising a relative’s children.   
 
1820 census, Poplar Plains, Fleming County, KY 
Jacob Beckner 
3 free white males  26-45   (Jacob, and ??? who would these adult men be?) 
1 free white female 26-45   (Nancy?) 
3 male slaves to 14 
1 male slave to 26 
1 female slave to 14  
 
1830 census, Nicholas County, KY 
Jacob L. Beckner 
1 free white male under 5  (Samuel Lancaster?) 
1 free white male  30-45   (Jacob) 
1 free white female under 5 (Mary Ann) 
1 free white female 5-10  (Martha Jane) 
1 free white female 20-30   (Nancy) 
1 free white female 60-70 (this entry may be crossed out) 
1 slave male 10-24 
1 slave female 10-24 
 

 
Jacob Locke Beckner, petition rejected, Frankfort,KY,TheCommentator, 12.28.1830 
 

Is this our Jacob Locke Beckner? 
 

Because I can’t find another person in Nicholas County that this might refer to, I assume that it is our Jacob, 
appointment postmaster in 1837.  Very hard to read. 
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Jacob Locke Beckner, 1837 US Post master appointment, Nicholas County, KY 
 

 
 

 
 
 
1840 census, Nicholas County, KY 
Jacob L. Beckner 
1 free white male 10-15  (William Morgan) 
1 free white male  20-30  (Samuel Lancaster or son-in-law Thos W H H Moseley?) 
1 free white male 40-50       (Jacob) 
1 free white female under 5   (Anna Martha Louise Moseley??) 
2 free white females 15-20   (Martha Jane and Mary Ann Beckner Moseley, married in 1839??) 
1 free white female 30-40    (Nancy) 
1 male slave under 10 
1 male slave 10-24 
1 male slave 25-34 
2 female slaves under 10 
1 female slave 10-24 
13 total persons engaged in agriculture 
4 free white persons under 20 
3 free white persons 20-49 
7 total free white persons 
6 total slaves 
13 Total All Persons - Free White, Free Colored, Slaves 
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Jacob Locke Beckner, Tri-weeklyMaysvilleEagle. 1.13.1846 
 
I wonder if the letters Jacob hadn’t picked up were concerning his mother’s estate. 
 
According to rootsweb, Jacob died in 1846.  
 
1840: He is listed as an heir to Frederick in estate papers  
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1845: He is listed as an heir to his mother’s estate, with ‘residence not known.’ 
1857: He is listed as deceased in his mother’s estate papers: unknown heirs of Jacob Beckner deceased 
 
1850: Jacob’s widow, Nancy, his son William Morgan, and his married daughter, Martha Jane.   
 
1850 census, Maysville, Mason, KY 
Samuel McKee, 32, tailor, b. in KY 
Martha J. McKee, 27, b. in KY 
Annie, 3/12, b. in KY 
Nancy Beckner, 48, b. in KY 
William Beckner, 11, b. in KY 
 
Could this be Jacob’s widow? 
 
1860 census, District 1, Fleming County, KY   
Elizabeth Walker, 54, housekeeper, value of real estate $10,800, value of personal property, $5,000, b. in VA 
Nancy Beckner, 59, seamstress, b. in KY 
 

Nancy d. in 1864 
 

After researching Martha Jane and Mary Ann, I learned that Mary Ann’s husband, Thomas William Henry Harrison 
Moseley, was an engineer, specializing in iron bridge making.  He would go on to patent a style of bridge building 
that would make him somewhat famous.  He moved to Ohio sometime before 1846 (his children were born in 
Columbus, Franklin, OH), and was named the Adjutant General for the State of Ohio during the Mexican War.   
 
Martha Jane’s husband, Samuel McKee, had several hats, but was at first employed in his brother-in-law’s 
business, I believe.   
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Nancy West Lancaster Beckner, obit, MarysvilleWeeklyBulletin, 6.30.1864 
 
 

 
Elizabeth Taliaferro Beckner, gr granddaughter of Jacob Locke Beckner.  This was taken from ancestry.com, from a 
Daughters of American Revolution book, p. 310 
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Children of Jacob Locke and Nancy West Lancaster Beckner 
Grandchildren of Frederick and Mary Locke Beckner 
 
1. Samuel Lancaster Beckner, b. 1820, KY; d. 8/13/1842, Altamont, Clark, AL; 

 
2. Martha Jane Beckner McKee, b. about 1822, KY; m. Samuel McKee, 3/26/1849, Mason County, KY; d. 

4/4/1900, Hyde Park, Suffolk, MA; buried in Winchester, Clark, KY, per her death records in MA. (her brother 
William lived in Winchester). 
 

3. Mary Ann Beckner Moseley, b. 1824, Fleming County, KY; m. Thomas William Henry Harrison Moseley, 
1/17/1839, Nicholas County, KY; d. 10/7/1888, Hyde Park, Suffolk, MA; buried in Brookdale Cemetery, 
Dedham, Norfolk, MA 
 

4. William Morgan Beckner, b. 6/19/1841, Moorfield, Nicholas, KY; m. 1st Henriette B. Smith, 11/23/1868, 
Danville, Boyle, KY; m. 2nd Elizabeth Annie Betty Tutt Taliaferro, 2/15/1872, Winchester, Clark, KY; d. 
3/14/1910, Winchester, Clark, KY; buried in Winchester Cemetery, Winchester, Clark, KY. 

 
Samuel Lancaster Beckner 
Son of Jacob Locke and Nancy West Lancaster Beckner 
Grandson of Frederick and Mary Locke Beckner 
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Samuel Lancaster Beckner, obit, son of Jacob Locke Beckner, DailyOhioStateJournal, 9.30.1842 
 
 
Martha Jane Beckner McKee 
Daughter of Jacob Locke and Nancy West Lancaster Beckner 
Granddaughter of Frederick and Mary Locke Beckner 
 
1840 census, Nicholas County, KY 
Jacob L. Beckner 
1 free white male 10-15  (William Morgan) 
1 free white male  20-30  (Samuel Lancaster or son-in-law Thos W H H Moseley?) 
1 free white male 40-50       (Jacob) 
1 free white female under 5   (Anna Martha Louise Moseley??) 
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2 free white females 15-20   (Martha Jane and Mary Ann Beckner Moseley, married in 1839??) 
1 free white female 30-40    (Nancy) 
1 male slave under 10 
1 male slave 10-24 
1 male slave 25-34 
2 female slaves under 10 
1 female slave 10-24 
13 total persons engaged in agriculture 
4 free white persons under 20 
3 free white persons 20-49 
7 total free white persons 
6 total slaves 
13 Total All Persons - Free White, Free Colored, Slaves 
 

 
Martha Jane Beckner McKee, marr bonds, 3.26.1849 
 
1850 census, Maysville, Mason, KY 
Samuel McKee, 32, tailor, b. in KY 
Martha I. McKee, 27, b. in KY 
Annie, 3/12, b. in KY 
Nancy Beckner, 48, b. in KY 
William Beckner, 11, b. in KY 
 
1850 slave census, Maysville, Mason, KY 
 
 



 
 

Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 
 

- 14 - 

 
Samuel McKee, 1850 slave schedule, Maysville, Mason, KY 
 

 
Samuel McKee, 1883 directory, Hyde Park, Suffolk, MA 
 
Sister Mary Ann Beckner Moseley was also in Hyde Park in 1883.  Her son, Samuel, was listed as the same address 
as Samuel McKee. 

 
Mary Ann Beckner Moseley, 1883 directory, Hyde Park, Suffolk, MA 
 
 

Samuel’s will, probated in Norfolk County, MA 
 

Samuel had moved from Winchester, KY, and wrote his will in Philadelphia.  It was signed 7/17/1895 in Atlantic 
City, NJ, and probated in Philadelphia, PA. 
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Samuel McKee, will, Philadelphia, PA.  Written 1/9/1894.  Then witnessed 7/17/1895, from Atlantic City, NJ. 
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Samuel McKee, probate, Norfolk County, MA, 9.1895 
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Samuel’s death record 
 

 
 
 

 
1897 directory, Martha Jane Beckner McKee, Hyde Park, Suffolk, MA 
 

 
1901 directory, Martha Jane Beckner McKee, Hyde Park, Suffolk, MA 
 

Martha’s death record 
 

 
 

 
Martha Jane Beckner McKee, death record, Hyde Park, Suffolk, MA 
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Martha Jane Beckner McKee, will, Hyde Park, Suffolk, MA.2 
 
 
Mary Ann Beckner Moseley 
Daughter of Jacob Locke and Nancy West Lancaster Beckner 
Granddaughter of Frederick and Mary Locke Beckner 
 

    
Mary Ann Beckner Moseley, from FAG  Thomas William Henry Harrison Moseley, from FAG 
 
https://benningtonmuseum.org/library/walloomsack/volume-13/the-moseley-bridge-vol-13.pdf 
 

https://benningtonmuseum.org/library/walloomsack/volume-13/the-moseley-bridge-vol-13.pdf
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Thomas William Moseley 
 
Thomas William Moseley 
Thomas William Henry Harrison Moseley (November 28, 1813 - March 10, 1880) was a builder and designer of 
wrought-iron arch bridges. He is best known for his "Wrought-Iron Lattice Girder Bridge" patent of August 30, 1870. 
The only known surviving example of this type of bridge structure is the Hares Hill Road Bridge located in Chester 
County, Pennsylvania. 
 
Biography 
 
Thomas W.H. Moseley was born near Mt. Sterling, Kentucky on Nov. 28, 1813. He died in Scranton, PA on Mar. 10, 
1880. He was referred to at times as "Gen. Moseley" because of his time as state adjutant-general in Ohio in the 
1840s to early 1850s. He got started in business in Cincinnati, Ohio in the 1850s which is when Zenas King was 
onboard. By 1861, T.W.H Moseley had made his move to Boston, MA, and Zenas King started his own company in 
Cleveland, Ohio. By the early 1870s Thomas Moseley was living in Pennsylvania; Philadelphia first, then in Scranton. 
[Biography information provided by Robert M. Jackson] 
 
see also 
 
* Hares Hill Road Bridge 
* Moseley Wrought Iron Arch Bridge 
 
https://en-academic.com/dic.nsf/enwiki/7936953 
 
Moseley Iron Bridge and Roof Company 
 
Type Defunct (1879) 
Industry Engineering 
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Founded Cincinnati, Ohio, ~1858 
Headquarters USA various 
Products Bridges 
The Moseley Iron Bridge Company was founded by Thomas William Moseley in Cincinnati, Ohio around 1858 and 
existed until 1879.[1] Moseley was an engineer, bridge builder, and designer. John Paul Verree used T.W.H. 
Moseley's designs for his bridge manufacturing business in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
 
History 
 
Zenas King was hired by Moseley as a salesperson and represented Moseley at many bridge lettings, mainly in 
southern Ohio. King remained in Ohio and started his own bridge building business in Cleveland.[2] In 1861, 
Moseley decided to move the company to Boston, Massachusetts. Moseley moved his business to Boston when he 
discovered marketing his iron bridge designs were ideal for areas in the New England area. The company was also 
known as the Moseley Iron Bridge Works of Boston. 
 
The company changed names and locations several times between 1858 and 1879, including Philadelphia[3] and 
New York.[4][5] 
 
Known Moseley bridges 
 
Railroad Bridge (1858)—Formerly spanning Sterrns Creek north of Ironton, removed and placed on exhibition in the 
Henry Ford Museum in Dearborn, Michigan.[6] 
Murphy Road Bridge (c.1860)—Formerly spanning Walloomsac River, moved in 1958 to Bennington Museum, 
Bennington, Vermont; Thomas W.H. Moseley, designer, Moseley Iron Building Works, Boston, builder 
Upper Pacific Mills Bridge (1864)—North Canal, Lawrence, Massachusetts; Thomas W. Moseley, designer, Moseley 
Iron Building Works, Boston, builder 
Hare's Hill Road Bridge (1869)—Hare's Hill Road over French Creek, Kimberton, Pennsylvania; Thomas W. Moseley, 
designer, Moseley Iron Bridge & Roof Company, builder 
Monadnock Mills Bridge (1870)—Workers' access to Monadnock Mills, Claremont, New Hampshire; Thomas W. 
Moseley, designer, Moseley Iron Bridge & Roof Company, builder 
See also 
 
Thomas William Moseley 
Hares Hill Road Bridge 
Moseley Wrought Iron Arch Bridge 
Zenas King 
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Mary Ann Beckner Moseley and family stone, Brookdale Cemetery, Dedham, Norfolk, MA.1 
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Mary Ann Beckner Moseley and family stone, Brookdale Cemetery, Dedham, Norfolk, MA.2 
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Thomas William Henry Harrison Moseley, bio 
 

 
Thomas William Henry Harrison and Mary Ann Beckner Moseley, marr bond 
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Mary Ann Beckner Moseley, marr bonds, 1.17.1839 
 
1840 census, Nicholas County, KY 
Jacob L. Beckner 
1 free white male 10-15  (William Morgan) 
1 free white male  20-30  (Samuel Lancaster or son-in-law Thos W H H Moseley?) 
1 free white male 40-50       (Jacob) 
1 free white female under 5   (Anna Martha Louise Moseley??) 
2 free white females 15-20   (Martha Jane and Mary Ann Beckner Moseley, married in 1839??) 
1 free white female 30-40    (Nancy) 
1 male slave under 10 
1 male slave 10-24 
1 male slave 25-34 
2 female slaves under 10 
1 female slave 10-24 
13 total persons engaged in agriculture 
4 free white persons under 20 
3 free white persons 20-49 
7 total free white persons 
6 total slaves 
13 Total All Persons - Free White, Free Colored, Slaves 
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Thomas William Henry Harrison Moseley, Mosely pump, DailyOhioStateJournal, 6.22.1842 
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Thomas William Henry Harrison Moseley, ColumbusOhioStateJournal, 9.6.1843 
 
I’m finding articles that mention Mr. Moseley giving speeches in political settings in favor of temperance, for 
example, in Columbus, in 1843.  Can’t be sure it‘s this Moseley, but I think it is, given he is very involved in Ohio 
politics at this time.  
 
Thomas served as Adjutant General in OH for a time, being appointed in 1844.  The record shows that he resigned; 
I believe that same year, as there is a new appointee in 1845. 
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Thomas William Henry Harrison Moseley, OhioStatesman, 1.7.1845 
 
 

 
Thomas William Henry Harriso Moseley, land agent, Columbus, OHTri-weeklyOhioStatesman,  8.17.1846 
 
There are two notices for ‘missing letters’ at the post office in Columbus for Mary Ann Moseley in Sep. 1848. 
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Thomas William Henry Harrison Moseley, Columbus,OH,DailyOhioStatesman, 12.27.1848 
 
1850 census, Sugar Creek Twp., Greene County, OH 
J W H Mosely, 36, farmer, real estate $5225, b. in KY 
Mary A Mosely, 27, b. in KY 
R P, 8, b. in OH 
Anna M, 10, b. in OH 
Samuel R, 3, b. in OH 
William Corney, 29, laborer, b. in Ireland 
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Thomas William Henry Harrison Moseley, charged with theft, aquitted, TheMarysvilleTribune, 6.8.1852 
 

 
Thomas William Henry Harrison Moseley, PomeroyWeeklyTelegraph, 10.5.1852 
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Thomas William Henry Harrison Moseley, CincinnatiDailyPress, 4.4.1859 
 
1860 census, Newport, Campbell, KY 
TWH Mosley, 45, iron bridge maker, personal property $800, b. in KY 
Mary M Mosley, 36, b. in KY 
Anna M, 20, b. in KY 
Randolph, 18, clerk, b. in OH 
Samuel R., 16, b. in OH 
Wm Beckner, 19, b. in OH 
 

 
1862 directory, Thomas William Henry Harrison Moseley, Roxbury, Suffolk, MA 
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Thomas William Henry Harrison Moseley, archaeological industrial society 
 
Thomas registered for the Civil War from the 3rd congressional district in MA.   
 

 
Thomas William Henry Harrison Moseley, bd of director, RR, GallipolisJournal, 12.6.1866 
 

 
Thomas William Henry Harrison Moseley, TheBrooklynUnion, 1.7.1867 
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Thomas William Henry Harrison Moseley, PublicWeeklyOpinion, 8.17.1869 
 

 
1870 directory, Thomas William Henry Harrison Moseley, New York City, NY 
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Thomas William Henry Harrison Moseley, YorkGazette, 2.14.1871 
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Thomas William Henry Harrison Moseley, TheBostonGlobe, 8.27.1872 
 

 
Thomas William Henry Harrison Moseley, TheBostonGlobe, 7.3.1874 
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Thomas William Henry Harrison Moseley, TheScrantonRepublican, 10.23.1875 
 
According to Thomas’ obit, he moved to Scranton about 1875. 
 

 
1876 directory, Thomas William Henry Harrison Moseley, Scranton, Lackawanna, PA 
 

Thomas d. in 1880 
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Thomas William Henry Harrison Moseley, obit, TheNewYorkTimes, 3.12.1880 
 

 
Thomas William Henry Harrison Moseley, obit, BostonPost, 3.12.1880 
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Thomas William Henry Harrison Moseley, death record 
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Thomas William Henry Harrison, bridges, StAlbansDailyMessenger, 4.12.1958 
 



 
 

Researched and written by Pamela Downes West 
 

- 51 - 

 
Thomas William Henry Harrison Moseley, bridges, TheBridgeportTelegram, 5.31.1958 
 

 
1881 directory, Mary Ann Beckner Moseley, Randolph Perrow, Samuel Robert Moseley, Hyde Park, Suffolk, MA 
 

 
Mary Ann Beckner Moseley, 1883 directory, Hyde Park, Suffolk, MA 
 

Mary Ann d. in Hyde Park, 1888 
 
 

 
Mary Ann Beckner Moseley, death reg, Hyde Park, Suffolk, MA, 1888 
 
 

 
Mary Ann Beckner Moseley, death record, Hyde Park, Suffolk, MA 
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Mary Ann Beckner Moseley, obit, TheCincinnatiEnquirer,10.11.1888 
 
Anna Martha Louise Moseley 
Daughter of Thomas William Henry Harrison and Mary Ann Beckner Moseley 
Granddaughter Jacob Locke and Nancy West Lancaster Beckner 
Great Granddaughter of Frederick and Mary Locke Beckner 
 

 
Anna Martha Louise Moseley, obit, TheBostonGlobe, 10.31.1901 
 

 
Anna Martha Louise Moseley, obit, BostonEveningTranscript, 10.31.1901 
 

 
Anna Martha Louise Moseley, obit, TheHolyokeDailyTranscript, 10.31.1901 
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Randolph Perrow Moseley 
Son of Thomas William Henry Harrison and Mary Ann Beckner Moseley 
Grandson Jacob Locke and Nancy West Lancaster Beckner 
Great Grandson of Frederick and Mary Locke Beckner 
 
Randolph served in the Civil War for MA; was a POW, paroled from TX: 
 
Name   Randolph P Mosley 
Enlistment Age  21 
Birth Date  abt 1841 
Birth Place  Columbus, Ohio, USA 
Enlistment Date  26 Aug 1862 
Enlistment Rank  Private 
Muster Date  20 Sep 1862 
Muster Place  Massachusetts 
Muster Company  D 
Muster Regiment  42nd Infantry 
Muster Regiment Type Infantry 
Muster Information Enlisted 
Imprisonment Date 1 Jan 1863 
Imprisonment Place Galveston, Texas 
Imprisonment Info Paroled 
Muster Out Date  20 Aug 1863 
Muster Out Place  Readville, Massachusetts 
Muster Out Information Mustered Out 
Side of War  Union 
Survived War?  Yes 
Was POW?  Yes 
Residence Place  Roxbury, Massachusetts 
Death Date  19 Dec 1919 
Occupation  Clerk 
Notes   1863-02-18 Paroled 
Additional Notes Last name: Mosley or Moseley. 
 

First marriage to Sarah E. Davis, 10/26/1868 
 

 
Randolph Perrow Moseley marr, Boston, MA, 10.26.1868. 
 
Sarah d. in 1876. 
 

2nd marriage to Josephine Brainard 
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Randolph Perrow Moseley, 2nd marr, Hyde Park, Suffolk, MA, 6.20.1878 
 

 
1881 directory, Mary Ann Beckner Moseley, Randolph Perrow, Samuel Robert Moseley, Hyde Park, Suffolk, MA 
 

 
Randolph Perrow Moseley, Edna birth record, Nasuha, NH 
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Randolph Perrow Moseley, obit, TheBostonGlobe, 12.19.1919 
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Randolph Perrow Moseley, obit, TheBostonGlobe, 12.20.1919 
 

 
Randolph Perrow Moseley, Mason Record 
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Josephine Brainaird Moseley, obit, TheBostonGlobe, 1.23.1920 
 
Samuel Robert Moseley 
Son of Thomas William Henry Harrison and Mary Ann Beckner Moseley 
Grandson of Jacob Locke and Nancy West Lancaster Beckner 
Great Grandson of Frederick and Mary Locke Beckner 
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Samuel Robert Moseley, stone, Brookdale Cemetery, Dedham, Norfolk, MA 
 

 
Samuel Robert Moseley, marr record, Hyde Park, Suffolk, MA, 6.6.1878 
 

 
1881 directory, Mary Ann Beckner Moseley, Randolph Perrow, Samuel Robert Moseley, Hyde Park, Suffolk, MA 
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Samuel Robert Moseley, The BostonGlobe, 2.23.1908 
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Caroline Maybin Brown Moseley, will, Hyde Park, Suffolk, MA, proved 7.5.1912.  Written 5/8/1901 
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Caroline Maybin Brown Moseley, obit, TheBostonGlobe, 5.20.1912 
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Samuel Robert Moseley, obit, TheBostonGlobe, 2.27.1917 
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Samuel Robert Moseley, obit, TheBostonGlobe, 2.28.1917 
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Samuel Robert Moseley, obit, TheBostonGlobe, 3.2.1917 
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Samuel Robert Moseley, journalist, MA, Mason Membership Cards, 1733-1990 
 


