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HISTORY OF CLARK COUNTY, MISSOURI.

BY HOIN. P. S. STANLEY.

I writing up a Historical Sketch of Clark County the limited space allowed
will not permit a very extemled narrative, and forbids a display of the embellish-
ments of rhetorieal langmage, even if we were able to command i, We will,
therefure, bring forwa

portant facts, incidenis and reminiscences, and being part and parcel of the early
seitlement of this country, giving dates and figures as we gather them from the
few now alive of the carly pioneers, and from my own personal recollection,

Clark County iz in the extreme north-east comer of the State.  The waters of
the Mississippi wash its eastern shore, and the Dies Moines its northern.  Lewis
County bounds it on the south, Scotland and Knox on the west,

Clark County was named after William Clark, the first Territonial Guvernor of
Missisaippi. and containg 322,000 acres.  Who the first adventurers of the Siate
were will perhags never be known, but there are evi of civilization found

in chronological order all the imeresting and im- |

arrsyed in a full suit of citizen's clathes, her delight aml amazement knew no |
Iwunds, Keokuk's bund of Indians were generally very friendly with the

settlers; their dogs, however, were a great nuisance, as they frequently killed the
hoys of the settlers, and sometimes the braves were guilty of peity thefis  Un one
sach oecasion Cul. Ratk 1 admini 1to a distinguished warrior a good, |
wholesome ﬂog[fing with a stout hickory stick, Keokak and the whole band

resented it, and- ordered them to demand satisfaction. They were met by

“Uncle Jerry,"” who persuaded them to wait a day or two and he would go with
them, to which they consented, It was arranged by Uncle Jerry and Ruther-
ford that Keokuk and-a half-dozen of his braves should be invited to a *talk,”
and a good dinner and other preparations were made lingl Tmagine
theis surprise when Keokuk andl forty of his band amived to dine.  The whites,

in the remains of former habitations, near the mouth of Fox River, supposed,
however, to be old French traders, from the fact of some metal instruments being
found bearing a French manufacturer’s name, and dated 1670, Whao were these
adventurers?  Perhaps Marquette and Follet, or some of their followers.

The first white setilers Ciark {then called Lewis County} were Jacob
Weaver and Elizabeth, his wile, and family of five children, from Kentucky,
who settled on the Des Moines River in -r{ul s now known ns Des Moines
Township. near the g:v_wm town of S, Francisville. One Sacket settled at the
same date, September, 1820; but, from records, be only made une crop,
Jeremiah Wﬂ(hnd. George Heywood and Samuel Bartlett, all from the same
neighborhood in Kentucky, followed, in November, There was no road at this
dute above Tully, Lewis County, and they pushed way up through the tall
grass and brush to Fox River, ere the teams mired, and the women and
children gut on to Sacket's cabin, where some sixteen of them got chelter,
* Unele Jerry Wayland ™ built his first cabin on the banks of the Des Moines,
But in the great flood of 1532 it was swept away, He then built on the second
buttom, where he still resides, 1o the present limits of St Francisville, George Hey-
wood built one mile from (he river, along the bluff, where he resided umil his
death in 1876,  Samuel Bartlett hudt one mile from the river, on the line of the
blull, Christopher Wolf now lives on that tract, also B, F. Bates. Giles Sullivan,
in the spring of t830, settled two miles above St Francisville ; and the first death
that wccarced in the littde hand of hardy pioneers was Mrs, Giles Sullivan, in
18317 and “ Uncle Jerry "' bruke up his w bed to make n coffin. The first
children born were George Wayland, Elizabeth Bartlett and Martha Heywood.
William Bartlett, or “ Uncle Billy,” as he is familiarly ealled, came in the spring
of 1830, and ploughed the first coen field on Sacker's land, while he {Sackel) lay
in his cabin, shaking with the ague. Landing in Keokuk, he was poled up the
Des Moines River by “ Uncle |erry,” S imuel Banlett and Peter Gillis (a grown-
up fud) in o pirogue,  Bartleit made his claim about four miles from there, where
he resuded until his deah, in 1877, Billy Clark came in 1830, and raised o
wrop within the present limis of St Francisville.  Clark’s marriage to Elizabeth
Payne was the fisst ceremony of thatr k nd ook place st * Uncle Jerry's '
cabin, and, as it afierwards proved 1o be, by 2 bogus cher ; dingly

| chicken or hog meat, in

P ¥ ever, were not disconcerted, and welcomed them all, [The
culon:'l was loo olil a soldier to be caught napping, and he had i braves,"
with their ever-realy rifies, laying around in close proximity.] Such a dinner |
a4 was prepared was never befure seen in that setllement.  Venison, tarkey,
abundance, and the colonel led in a compli-
mentary speech, (through Battise, the interpretey) in which he explained that the
whites depended on their hogs for food, not being able to hunt like the “ brave
men of the forest”  Keokuk thea harangued his band for an hour, when all
was reconciled and the pipe was smoked, Afier that their dogs hunted with
their mouths muzzled with linn-tree bark,

The first store was opened in St, Francisville, by John Stakes, in 1833, his stock |
cumistinﬁiol' powider, lead, pipes, tobacco and whiskey, His near peoximity to
the Dies Moines River n-.ndpmd it necessary in extremely cold weather 1o run a
hot poker in the barrel 1o get o drink, 1833 witnessed o heavy immigration :

cabin of Mrs. Elizabeth Worthington one day in 1833, a “sick Injun;™ he was
suffering from inflammatory thewmatism, so much so that he would take a needle
and run it in the calfl of his leg “Ell to the eye, saying it woull let the disease oul,
He was allowed the use of an old house and given some blankets, kept in fael
and food until spring, when he died. Joe Worthington and Rob, then stripiings
of boys, tied some Linn bark around his neck, amd with the assistance of a horee
snaked his earcass out in the brush, and borfed it.  Two neighbors, Rebo and
Ripper, were hoth old soldiers.  The former under the Emperor Napoleon, and

" of the ld Guard; the latter in the war of 1812, quite a small man, and a drom-

mer, but gool at drawing the *long bow." One day recounting some of his
exploits, how he was forced to retreal inthe face of a superior foe, but saved
his dram, when Rebo said, “ Misser Rippe, why you no turn de drum over you,

and dey think you one stamp ¥
In 1834 came R. P. Mutchell, Michael Mitchell, Dr. Fielding Waglund, Uncle
Daniel Hagudell, [. M. Wilsen, all from Kentacky, K, P. Mitchell seoled where
], McCoy now lives, Dr, Fielding Wayland setled near Wayland Station, from
whom it received its name; also in 1835 came Gaolﬁe Jordan Howard, J. I
Martin, father of Dir. Manin of Kahoka, John Wade, Wayne Scou, Jas, Secott.
These lnst named sestled near Chambersburg, and 2 host of others, Foremost
among the settlers of 1835 came L. B. Mitchell of Tennessee, known as * Old
Splitlog. fram Iyis being obliged to split his logs to build his cabin. Setled on
the bottom four miles from Al drda. R d for his § ‘hial hospitality.
If a settler was in want of a few bushels of corn or 3 horse to tend his crops, or
u yoke or two of oxen to break bis ud, why just goto * Old Splitlog.”  His
"]{trch-ﬂn’ng always hung out,’” and if the young folks wanted a frolic, the old
h, floor was duly prepared, beds removed out of doors, &c., and under

Fhillip Clayton, now where Moses Weaver lives ; Dabiney Phillips, and o large
family, settled in the bluffs, two miles from the river; j{:hn Muntgomery, wha
was of the Fike County rangers ; Joshua Wooden, near Gregory's Landing ; Frank
Church and B, Rebo, sentled on Fox River, nbove Waterloo ; and the noblest
Roman of them all, Uncle Julius Wayland, and family, who settled just below
what b5 now Wayland Station.  Peter and David Hay settled near where the
first crossing of Fux River was made by the firt settlers.  Geo, K. Biggs setiled
where be now resides,

Alter Black Hawk's return, a dinner was gotten up st Sym Bartlet’s  Nobhy
Affair,”" Keokuk, Black Hawk and o few braves only present, To make a table,
the door was taken down, and o wagon-bed, bottom-side up, was nsed. Keokuk
was then acknowledged chief, taking his seat at the head, while Black Hawk
humbly seated himsell at the foot, in full citizen’s dress—* stove pipe ha and
top-boots.”  Two of the lndies who participated in getting that * complimentary *
dinner are now living, viz., Mrs. Geo. K. Biggs and Mrs, H. A, Conway,

Frank Chorch laid off Si. Francisville, and pave it the name; bot why he
attached the® Saim" 1o it your chronicler of past it chives nat ko don'tihink
de belonged 10 thit wing,  For a town site it is upsurpissed, and by early
seithers it was fondly hoped it would become a preat munafacturing centre. A
dam was 1 here, the lockpits excavated by the Siate of lowa, but was

anuther big dinner wad provided by the few settlers, and “Squire Robert Sinclair
was I'Miet up from Tully to perfurm the ceremony cordia’ to law, Clark
charged the Squire 10 hold himsell in rendiness 10 enme again in ease the ofe
woman got skeery.  In 1831 Dr. Tribue settled just below Honey Creek, Clay
Township, and built a horse-mill, a great convenience, as the settlers had been
compelled 1o go to Palmye, sin\ér:;iln. About the same time Wormington
settled on the north side of Sugar ek, now Cliy Tuwnship, and Henry Floyd
on the buffs alaut two miles north of the present site of Waterloo, now Madison
Tuwnship, The winter of 1831-2 is 2l remembered by these hardy pioncers
as the winter of the deep snows, 1t was impossible for them o reach the nearest
mill, sisty miles distant, conszquently pounded cormn and hominy and venison
was their principal diet {wish we cmﬂj get some of that now.) A Keokuk band
of Indians camped in the Des Moines bottom, and they lost nearly all tneir
hurses. In 1831 came Thomas C. Rutherford, of Tennesee, hringing his funily
and several slaves, and settled two miles east of Waterlod s John Cundiff, Jerry
Riley, from Kentucky ; William Henshaw and Charlotte his” wife, and Tamily ;
Sullivan; Henry Floyd, and Mrs, Worthingion.  * General ' Harrison, a
trapper and interpreter, settled above St Francisville, on the river. Old man
Webh also settled in the bottom, below St Francisville, These were settbers of
1831, The unprecedented high water of 1831 and 1832, in the winter, and the
rospect of trouble with the Indians, checked immigration, and but few were
ound to cast their future with this little settlement.  Among them were William
Phelps, now living in Illioois, and McMullen, Indian traders, at Sweet Home ;
Jubn Eillings, John Taylor, Alex. W; - Jack Floyd, a ranger of Macon Ca.,
was killed at the raising of Tribue’s mill. Jacob Weaver huilt the mill on Fox river,
three miles below the present site of Waterloo, and afierwards known as “ Moore's
" Uncle Jerry Wayland " had always preserved friendly relations with
the Indians, whe hunted here in the Des Moines bottoms by permission from the
sefilers. Among them were Keokuk shd his brother, Mack-a-ce-ne-ne, who warned
him that it was not safe for settlers to remain; that an outhreak was liable 1o
occur st any moment.  Mack.a.ce-ne-ne was often fed and lodged ar # Uncle
Jeny's,” and a strong friendship existed between them, The Indian, consentin
to join Black Hawk, called upon his white fnend, and said he felt convin
lh_zy would never meet apain.  Even the stoicism of his race
said, “gowd bye " with the profoandest emotion, He was

ed at the batile

wve way, and he |

of Bad Axe. After the wamning, many of the settlers sent their families 1o Tully, |

taking care of ther crops with their guns beside them, and camping nights in
Sam Bartlett’s cabin, which was converted into a block-bouse, July 15th, 1832,
a company of rangers, who had enlisted for thiny days, under the command of
Capt. Mace, reached the river and built Fort Pike, at the present site of St
Francisville, for better protection of the settlers. Troops remained here uniil
September, under the command of Maj. Thos, W. Conyers. On August 5th

. Conyers’ command was relieved by two other companies, under Capt,
Sinclair Kinly, of Buone, and Patrick Ewing, of Callaway, Col, Austin A,
King marched the detachment to Fort Pike, and conducted those relieved to
their bomes, Conyers. remaining in command of the Fort, John Montgomery,
afterward a resident of Clark County, acting as colonel, and Geo. K. Biggs, our
jpresent State senator, being in the ranks. Conyers’ o were left at Fort ['ikq
aceording to Gen, Gentry's rey with about forty 'blrr:ﬁ ol Aour, two hogsheads
of bacon, four barrels of whiskey and one hundred bushels of com.  Afier Black
Hawl's defeat, and during bis journey to and his imprisoument at Washington,
his squaw anid son were comstant visitors at  Uncle Jerry's " cabin, aid'ng him
potatoes, gathering com, &c. The Indian woman,
notwithstandi erry’s " avsurances that Black Hawk would return in
safety, was full of anxiety for her absent brave; and when he presented himself,

abandoned. St Francisville is ten miles from Keokuk, and four miles from
Wayland, the nearest station on the Missouri, Town and Nebraska Rablroad ;
contains twe churehes—Presbyterian and Haptist; one Public and one Private
School ; blacksmith shop and wagon shops ; 1wo stores and Post-office ; 2 public
houses.  Popalation aboat 400, In 1834 b nigration was rapid. Smith Tinsley
settled near or in Luray, kept a store, (tehacco, pipes and whiskey), and was
the most western cabin in the County ; Gray, Beadle, Benning, Hadin, John |
1Hill, of Louisville, Ky., commonly called “ (id Cottonwood,” from the fact of
making lis cabin of cottonwood logs, Butis and Ripper settled north of Waterloo,
in thé edge of the prairie, P. 5. Suan'ey, an old settler of 1834, thos described his
journey 1o the Wesi: * I lefi the * Hub" October & 1834, for the © far West, coast-
ing around 1o New York, up the Norih Kiver (o Alhany, through 10 Buffalo by
canal, thence to and from Detroit by |ike, down 1o the Maumee River. Taking
in the situstion there, and finding every one shaking with chills and fever, |
concluded it was no place for a healihy man, and thence to Cleveland ; and
then, embarking on the * raging canal,’ for the Obio River ; down that to Cairo,
and up the Mississippi to St Louis, From 52, Lowis | embarked on the swilt
and elegant steamer Hisconsin, which landed me ot Quincy in three days and
foar nig Nearly two months from Boston to Quiney. | reached the mouth
of Des Moines River December Sth, and stuck my stake and settled.”

Afier this emigration was rapid. Thomas Hanan built still further west, |
near Luray, anid was soon followed by Joe Wilson, Granville Wilson, John Price,
John Smith, Geo. Comls, 5, ). Stark, Ruell Murphy, W, Northerali, and Wi,
Daggs. Hanan was known as * Panther Hanan,” from killing two or three
m}mﬁ]g:i;{u:;‘:u"i ant,

W urdock Cooper, in 1836, came in, a stout and active young man, who
considered himsell a full match %ur anything that wore * har,”" so one day out
bunting he jamped up a “bar;” nothing daunted, however, he * pitched in,”
but varmint got both under holts, and bat for the timely assistance of his dog,
who beavely attacked him in the rear, Mordock would have been badly
“chewed ® up, Getting loose, he retreated for his nag, without even apologizing
for his rodeness, The bites and scratches on his thighs prevented him from
having an easy seat, and he required considerable Cooper-ing before be was able
to get around in the brush again, A bear was captured near Waterlso, by B.
Rebo after that, bat they were not numerous or troublesome like the wolves,
They were a constant annayance tu settiers, desiroying pigs, for which they
peared to have a particular fancy, * or perhaps apgetite,” An old black female |
woll known to most of the settlers betwesn St Francisville and Keokul, for her
cunning and avdacity, She would carry off an cighty pound shoat with ease,
and at one time stuck ber nose in Stillwell's cabin door ot Keokuk, and would
have carried off u little child, but for the arrival of its father. She was finally
shot by Floyd, who lay in his hog pen for several hoars watching for her.  But
the greatest dread were the Indians.  As a general thing they could find enough
o eal. Game was plenty; the woods full of bee trees, and the little patch of
cultivated ground would yield in abundance; bat their greatest. care during
1832 and "33 was to look out for Redwskins, An oid setler relates a litle in-

ident, showing the watchlulness necessary in those days, On one occasion he
beard o strange bell, and was certain the Indians were trying to decoy him, as
he knew the sound of every clapper in the county, 5o taking his rifle he
crawled along through the brush and tall grass to make chwervations, and when
he got up near the bell, notwithstanding his shirt was wet with perspiration, he
erept cautiously up and discovered an old black horse vwned by a son of Daniel
Bocne, who was making a survey of land for Government on the ather side of
the river. There are many other reminiscences of the carly settlers that wouald
perhaps be read with interest by the present ion, There came to the

| ville. On the sand mound the dog," to use Clark's expresion, ©

| ity * Cut the

the inspiring music of Asher (and I suppose old settiers recollect him ), who was
stihe'* fiddler of the day, we had o merry time of it. 1 have a slight recollec-
tion ol a gathering there in summer-time, and one young genl wore 2 summer
cuat; a fair one who was asked who she danced with last, replied ; why, with
that ** feller” with & coat on, and 1 tell you what T had 1o get up and dust.”
“ Splitlog " had a penchant for naming s neighbors ; thiss o portly old gent,
was old Kettle-belly, and another for his politeness, Smoothing-iron ; while a
cross-prained one was Dubbed <4 cot, Then we had 0id Dialectic, 01d Waxey,
d Buckett, Foxey, Blae Jeans, &c., and one for his hunﬂnq proclivity was
Ben Harden, Men sometimes would lose their identity, and if o letter came
to them addressed in their real mame, the Postmaster would be at a loss for the
real owner.

The first Church ( Baptist), was organized May 7th, 1835, and the hoose soon
after hailt on the trail of the first settler at the fording of Fox River, The first
school-house was erected in St. Francisville in 1834, 30d is 2till ealled Disieict
No. 1. Jonathan Clark, and two brothers, JTohn and Bill Hurst, caome over from
Hanenck to kill some hear meat,  Bill was a peculiar sort of a fellow, and the
owner of a powerlul dog; the two known thronghout the settlement as  death
on Bar"”  Leaving the thick undergrowth at the mouth of Des Moines River
Bill with his dog took the lead throngh high grass in the divection of St Francis-
asseled up
something which took to the first tree”  John Harst fired, but having the
“ ague," he only succeeded in wounding the animal, which proved 1o be a very
large panther. It sprang to the ground, and was quickly grappled by the dog.
Bill saw his dug in unusnally close quarters, amd to aid him seszed the panther
by the tail, when the dog let'ga.

The vurmint then tarned his attention to Bill, who had “ both hands full" in
watching his motions. Tt would lunge forward and pull him after i
and try to tam around to bite him, when Bill would jerk his = t-il
same direction, by that means doing some of the tallest kind of jerking up and
down ever performed on that prairie,  In the mean time John was irying to lond
his gun, but choked the ball. Clark now ran to the timber near by for some
weapans while nearly exhausted ; e begged not to be lefi at the junction. The dog
by this tine, encouraged by his master, or perhaps comprehending the true situa-
tion, with a fierce determination entered the ring and got a firm hold of the var-
mint'’s nose. The main engagement being transferred from rear 10 front, John
cried out, Now's your time * Bill" go for him, Bill was of the same opinion, so
with the bravery of oar ecarly settler and o humane feeling to save his dog,
reeased his right band and drew his knife, anil with one thrust, as he expressed
——il thing's bowels out”  Bill fell exhausted; afler getting his
breath and surveying the scene of conflict on which lay the largest varmint ever
scen, he raised himeelf up at full length, and with a jump exclaimed, * Whoop ce,

| e ain't £ hos af a felier

We now relate a little wolf hunt of 1834, by Col, Mitchell, Col. Montgomery,
and ], K., Biggs, our present Senator. Mounting their nns;t one winter morn-
inmg with 1 foot of anow on the ground, they thought it would be an easy matter
b run down & wolfl o two, Starting out from the h'qnd-ridfe they went but a
short distance wiven a gang were found, and each man picked his woll,  OF
they started pell-mell without any arms, but Montgomery's horse-pistol,  When
the wolves separated, soon Mitchell's horse threw him by falling down, and by
the time he was in hunting condition, the game was out of sight, so he gave up

| the chase. Gearge's wolf struck in thie direction of the Mississipgs, and as the snow

was deep he found little difficulty in keeping up with the varmint. Biggs wore &
hedvy over-coat with cape, and getting warmed up, he concluded o make short
work, and reaching down canght the woll by the back of the neck, but in the
struggle he was p:ﬁcd from his horse, and then came the tog of Lattle; his hand
with a firm gri’p on the woll's neck, and a good hold on Biggs' cont mllu, which
he cut as nicely a8 a pair of shears, Uncle George finally succeeded in getting
his knee on the wolf's body, and g hiz pecket koife open, with the aid of
his teeth cut his throat. Mo s woll tock to the timher, and afler chasing
it within sight of Monticello, when it took the back track, and de Filded it mear
the starting pornt.

Uncle Jerry was the owner of a fast mare that could run ahead of any dog or
woll he ever saw, and with hoands one winter he caugh! thirty-five wolves, and
lesides the dogs caught many on their own account,  An old ploneer relates the
following incident, ()a his way down to Ides Moines he stopped at an Indinn
Camp near Buena Vista ferry, where one of the squaws was engaged in cooking:
There were a few coals under an iron kettle, swspendled from sticks driven in the
ground, He soon noticed a vibrating motion of the kettle, and soon on-jumped
a soft shell turtle of good size, and made tracks for the river; the old squaw, not
to luse her dinner gave chase, and caught the * varmint by the tail, thrast it
back in the vessel, and secared it by placing a stone on the lid, and went on with
ber cooking. [ left without my dinmer! A party out sarveying, consisting of
Captain Conway, Peter Gillis, and Jerry Wayland, stopped at the house of
Sacket's for the night, They were we! e, us hospitaliny anil good feeling
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existerd among all new settlers, ‘They ate a hearty supper, and slept soandly
until morning, when Sacket looked worried. Own asking him what the matter
was, he replied: “Men, [ gave you all T had to eat last night." Near by was o
buckwheat pateh, anl seeing plenty of prairie chickens in i, they were not long
i iving m meal, The next might they at Giles Sullivan's, hungry |
and tired enough for supper. They were a kettle hnﬂ'ng over the fire,
containing, a5 they supposed, vemison, Sal ugh, and said,
“ Hoys, that's & panther, how do you like it?” “ Panther. dog or Jackas,”
repiled G “we can eat it And so they did, leaving just enough for break-
fast next mornin =
The first slave was brought in 1829, by Samuel Bnum‘;éﬁum Cll”yd}, and is
now afive, She was born on Feesns Krver, Old Virginia, was an old woman
when she removed to Kentucky aboul 1810, When she was a slip of a gal she

remembers ahout de big fight down to Yorkiown, as old Massa was dar.  In the ||

.‘.Kring of 1836, came Joseph MeCoy, Sen,; setiled two and a half miles east of
the present town of Waterloo. At that time the only indication of a town was 2
little water mill to saw logs, and crack corn, erected Ly Whiting a:hmml. and |
Cal, €. 0. Sanford, This same season Capt. Harrison Mundy brought from |
Clarksville, Mo,, o fat-boat Joad of corn, and landed it about five miles up the
Des Moines Wiver, Chur present esteemed citizen, 1. McCoy, Jun., was there a
Iadl thirteen years of age—hauled that corn to the linde mill at Waterloo, when it
was converted into meal by his father, to sell to those who had seught homes in
the then far North-west, heing prompted to emigrate from different nations.

In the fall of 1836, Dr. Wm, 0. Peake, and Wm. G. Watson, now of Lewis
County, put up a log-house, and sold the first stock of goods in what is now
Waterloo. Shortly afterward Col, Francis Charch purchased a few acres of
ground, and luid it off into town lots, and named it Waterloo. The County seat
was first located two miles west of Kahoka, on the farm afterwards owned by O. F,
Ensign. The people remonstrated against that point on the groand that it woald |
never do 1o have & County seat in the prairic. New Commissioners were ap-

winted, and wood, water and grinding could be obtamed on Fox River, so the
Inc:nian was made at Waterloo; besides that it was not it for farming purposes.
Luray, on the M. 1. & N.R.R,, ty-foar miles west of A drta, was laid
off in 1837 by G. Combs, and R. (), Stark, surrounded by a magnificent farming
country, with plenty of good timber and water. It contnins founr stores, two
churches (Hapsist and Methodist), and one Public School, A brother to Gen,
Lee once lived near Luray, where he entered a large body of land, and com.
menced farming on an extensive scale,  He was a big‘h-lmm‘: Ml:m-n,rrl‘m:
minch respected the settlers, bat exceedingly ionate.  In an unguarded
moment e <Iwu::’n man in his emplay a b]u‘w from which he soon died, No
prosecution was hrought against him, a5 he made a compromise with the widow
by paying her a certain amount of money. He went back to Virginia, and was
shot dead in the streets of Richmond, by a yoong man whese father Lee had
threatenened 1o cow-hide.  The first store in the place was opened by Smith
Tinsley. Powder, lead, tobacen, pipes, sugar, coffee, and whiskey in those days
conatitured a full stock. A pair of Huc;}mnﬁ. with thirty-two poinis, was over
the dogr on the vutside, while a seore of other * Homs * graced the inside door,
Book-kesping was in it infancy in that settilement.  We now come down to the
organization of Clark County, December 16th, 1836, and of the appointment of
W, 5. Gregory, by the Governor, December 26th, of Sheriff. It will not do
w show the quality of the bondsmen required, as they represented then, perhaps
ene-fourth of the value of the entire County to fill & bond of #5,000:—W, 5.
Gregory, Umbleton and Inglefield Gregory, Reson Marshall, (. Colley, John
Il Geo., Heywood, R. P, Mitchell, Thos, Bayne, Thos. Rutherord, Jno.
Hayne, Robt. Sinclair, A\ﬁuﬂu; C, Bayne, Bond approved April 6th, 1837, by
Jndge 1. H. McBride, Hlis Cuired appointed Clerk, March 6th, 1837,
Judges of County Court, John Taylor, idens Williams, and Rolt, McEee.
Willis Curd appointed Circuit Clerk, 22d Feb'y, 1837. Sworn March 2oth, 1337,
The first Court held in Clark County, dated "April 1oth, 1837, ot the hoase of
John Hill, in Des Moines Township, John Taylor, President.  The first license
for Grocery was jssued to Wm, 11, tor be kept at his residence,  or at Sweet
Home;" as it was the first, some latitude was allowed.

5t Francisville, generally the first in * improvements,”” came in next, with a
license to one Richard Small.

Next in rotation was an order to hold an election at the house of J. Lewellen
for gu:ticﬂ of the Peace.  Judges of Election—J. Lewellen, Geo. K. Biggs, and
1. Higbee, on May 6th, 1837.

One to be held at St Francisville, of the same date, for the same purpose.
Judges—J. Billings, J. Bryant, and Frank. |. Levering.

And at Sweet Home, on May 13th, who fecling eoterprising, needed two
Justices of Peace, to be beld at the house of Wm. Phelps; Judges—Dabney
Phillips, Wm, Clark, and Wm, Bedel.

Robt, Taylor appointed Assessor. Bond f200, J. Hill and Alexander Wap-
goiner s securities,

it ordered that R. P. Mitchell be recommended to his excellency, the
Giovernor of Missouri, as a suitable person for coroner, and in May 22d he
received  his appointment,

Alexander Waggoner, who kept a ferry at his place on the Des Moines, free
from tax. R, Taylor security for his performance.

License abs o Jerry Wayland, at Pike, for the same pu .

Commissioncrs appointed to Iocate a County seat,  Stephen Elum of Ralls, |
), Dickerson of Shelby, and Nicholas T. Noyes of Pike.

il SECOND DAY, |

- Walter Smoot appointed Overseer of Roads from Tully to Ft. Pike, and all

within the distance of three miles, to keep it in repair, to the middle of Honey
Creek ; to be called District No, 1.

From Honey Creek to Fux River, No. 2, Geo, K. Briggs, Overseer.

From Fox River to Wem. Bartlett's, No. 3, Fielding Wayland, Overseer.

From Wm. Bartlett's to Ft. Pike, No. 4, Wm. Middleton, Overseer.

Public Bridge (the first in the county), the building ordered to be let to the
lowest bidder, R. P. Mitchell, Commissioner.

Now the Court proceed to an account and allow in favor of John Hill for |
;ﬁruu days’ provisions for the Court, $10.00, Also, $3.00 in favor of S, Gregory |
for services,

Ordered, that the next term of Court be held at the house of Capt. Joseph
M.

Be it remembered that on the 11th day of May, A, D, 1837, the Court met at
h“vﬁl"l pursuant to agreement. Present, . Tayler, President, and Robt.
ckee,

Now at this day the Court appointed . J. McCuoy Treasurer of Clark
County, under hond of §500.00, Robi, Nc:n and Taylor, securities,
Ordered that John A. Lapsley be allowed $14.03 for trip to Jefferson City and

Be it remembered that on the 13th day of June, at the house of Capt. Pzwpk
McCoy, the Clerk of said Court, on motion of John man, issued ferry di
1o the said John Dedman at the mouth of Des Moines, ncross the Musissippi
River.

Court met July 78, at Capt. Jos, McCoy's, and ordered that the next term
alter the Bth of Angust, Court will meet at the County seat at Waterloo, |

The first Circuit Court of Clark was beld Apeil 6th, 1837, at the house of
John Hill, Des Moines Township; Presley McBride, Judge; and following are
o list of the Grand Jurors: David Hay, foreman; Thos. Sawyer, Frank. ]. Lever-
ing, Jerry Wayland, Robt. Wyanscott, | McCoy, Jerry Lewis, O. F. D,
Hampion, J. 0. Scott, Richard Lewellen, Jesse MeDaniel, Amary Wheeler, Geo,
K. Biggs, Burrel Gregory, Joe, Highee, John Riney, Rice Oversireet, and Fred.
Johnson, all good and true men; sworn in and duoly charged, retired to their
toom (out under the tree), and after an hour's talk and no bills found, were |

duly discharged.
Angust term, st the house of Capt. M . No bills found.
against one |, C. Boone, for larceny |

December term, the first true bill i
and

mﬂ.ﬂ!}, of Clark hos heen held by the following officers: H. 5.
Gregory, Samuel Musgrove, Charles O. Sanford, L H. Calvert, 0, F. Ensign,
Morton Highee, John Schee, George McDaniel, Wm. Buskirk, Jobn Stafford
Saml, Sackett, and Saml. Frozee, ]

PRESENTATIVES.
s

Samuel South ...ocoee

" the sentry on duty, (Smasher Smd]a, would lay down his gun and join the class,

| districts are mostly new and comfortably seated. Schools on an average over the

Whig,

O, B, Pagne

Asa Healey......
ames Asher. :
s o GIen5iiiaesariiase

Democrat.

And now comes the declaration of = War ™ by the Coun'y Countof Clark to
uphold the peace and dignily of the State, November term, Is_;?: Wherefore, it
is on mature consideration erdered by this Court, that Gen. (0. H. Allen, of the
14th Division, and 20d Brigade, Mo, Militia, be anil is hereby required fo mus-
ter the forces at his d, to aid in ining the civil authorities of this
County in ising exclusive and d jurisdi within the bounda- |
ries of this County, and inlly on the disputed ground shove named. Ttis
farther ordered that I, Wiﬁack. ajor and General Commanding 14th Division |
of Mo. Militia, be ardered to muster the forces at his command, (or as many as
he shall think necessary) ; also, to aid the authoritics of the County in maintain-
ing their jurisdiction over said disputed traet, &c., &ec. December term, 2n0d,
1839. It is ordered by the Court, that Col, John Dedman, of the 75th Regi:
ment of Mo. Militia, detail so many men as he shall deem necessary to accom-
pany the Sherifl of Clark Court to the North-western boundary of said county, |
in arder to enforce the collection of the Taxes in that quarter, and to eaforce the
civil laws of the Suate of Missouri,

Whereupon Court adjourned.

Jous Taviow, P. C.

Tha were mustered and camped near Waterloo, on 2 small branch of
Fox, and it now bears the name of < Soldiers” Run,” quite an appropriste name,
There was no blood shed in this war, of we recollect right, * bat considerable
two bit whiskey.” A coeporal's guard made a descent on Churchville (now Alex-
andria), for commissary stores, (blankets, sugar, coffee, and whiskey). At
that date Indian goods were landed there for distribution. The citizens of that
place (six in number), had timely warning, and a council of war was held, and
it was resolved to hold the five barrels of whitkey, as it would be three months
before the river would break up, and, as the chairman expressed it, “ not that he
loved his country les, but that he loved the whiskey more,” said he, rising
in dignity from his chair (or log} we will preserve that whiskey at all hazards, and
then c:e{l.imcd one of immortal memory, and the whiskey will preserve us. A
one hored ox and a muly bull were yoked up to a hand sled, and quietly it was |
removed out in the brush near where the Methodist Church now stands, That
corporal's guard went back * sad and sober.” A settler on the dispated tract, b
the name of McClure, 8 noted wag, mounted his littie pony one day, and gal-
loping by a body of lowa troops shouted out, look out boys, a thousand Pabes
are crossing the river six miles below, Capt. said a brave, my horse is about
to bresk loose, guess 1 must go and fix him—and Capt. I done forgot to split
any wood for |Eg old woman this morming ; mast get some or no dinner, {as
Capt, boarded there he got off), and Cl[ll.'?n ot feiinﬁ very well, my bowels
are all ont of fix{ would like to go to the drug store and get something. The
command was dwindled down to a dozen, and Capt. ordered the corporal and
six men to hunt up the missing, at the same time turning to his command,
guess we had better turn back to the brush, we can see just as well,  Right
about face, quick-step, march, In justice to the lrave boys we will say when
lhe‘z found out “ the sell,” they all returnsd «spoiling for a l{;'bl-"

few of our more considernte men sent & delegation of citizens to the Logis-
lature of Tows, then located at Burlington, smong whom wire Dr. A, Wayland,
Col. Robt, Mitchell of Clark, and Wm. McDaniel of Marion, and the matter
was settled for the time to the satisfaction of both parties, until it could be dis-
pased of by Cony

Anather anecdote of the war BCIh:\T.N will not be out of place. Three aricﬂ
were captured and confined in Col. Dedman's brick smoke hoose in Waterloo
A class was formed to study the history of the Four Kings, bat lacked one, and

In laying in his claim for services, he filed one for *extra duty."

We will tm over the late “unplessantness,” (as the facstious historian el

Chariton calls it), and only say the we uns™ fonght for principle (and a little
pay also), but did not leave their homes to bleach on the sunny belds of the
South.

There was principle enoagh left to gather them up, per contract, and
when they lacked any to make 2 suil and complete skeleton, thase of a horse,
mule or ox were sabatituted said my i wha was thar, Histori

are prone to magnify the deeds of their countrymen, and I have been Jouking
around to find some brilliant example, but fail 1o point to any very eminent
Divines, any extraoedinary Jurists—neither do [ find a single magnificent ras-
cal, Our early pioneers were enterprising, energetic, intelligent, Chnstian men—
and they have ﬁfl to their descendanis not only the fertile field (hey won, but o

rich remembrance of their fortitude.

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIONS,

The staples are Corn, Oats, Timothy, Wheat, Rye, Blue Grass. Clover and
timothy are the pasture i the former is taking a strong hold in every par
not tilled. Great attention is being paid to raising catile, hogs, sheep, and
wool. Cattle are sold to [1linois fm.n-Sen, ar fattened and sold in Chicago ar St.
Louis, s our facilities for transportation are such that we have advantage of
either market. Lately the people have turned their attention to frait ting;
largely of apples, pears, cherries, grapes and small fruits, genemlly. Potaloes,
beans and buckwheat are grown to iderable exent, Lut not a staple crop,

MINERAL RESOURCES.

Coal of fair quality has been mined for many years near Athens, and indica-
tions of Iron and Galena have been found, Wealth—valuation of the County
jper census of 1870, £0,057,601.

PHYSICAL FEATURES.

Clark County is undulating prairie, broken and hilly near the creck and river
bottom, while the streams are skirted with a heavy grawth of cak, back walnut,
butternut, hickory, sycamore, ash, elm, -loeust, and all other wood indige.
noas to Nofth Missouri. The greater the soil is a rich pliable loam, rest-
ingon a ey subsoil, almast every part of it tillable, and the hottom exceed-
ingly rich. ‘Twelve thousand scres of rich bottom land lying between the Des
Moines and Fox Rivers, ure now protecied by o Levee costing about $4.00 per
acre, and is perhaps the finest bodrlof corn land in the State of that number of
acres, Anaother rich body of land lays below, subject to overflows, and levees are |
in process of construction, which will redeem it for cultivation, These reclaimed
lands are the richest in the County. Clark is watered by the Thes Moines,
North-eastern boundary, Fox, Wyaconda, Fahius, Honey and Sugar Creeks
traverse the County, and are tributaries of the Mississippi. Des Moines furnish
excellent water power,

SCHOOLS,

The number of Public Schools of Clark County has reached nearly one hun-
dred, with an attendance of three thousand children, The howses in the several

wre in session more (han half year. Twenty-five thossand dollars
annaally are expended in Clark County for the services of teachers, This will
rank the best counties in the State, perhaps, in regard to the interest
manifested in Public Schools, There is one 1 1y chartered College in this
County, located at Alexandria on the Mi-iniaa River—called Alexandria Col-
!?. It was established July ?l'h, 1871, by Rev. Thomas ]. Masgrove, A M.,
who is the entire overseer of all the appertaining to the College. It
consists of two beautiful frame buildings, two stories high, well proportioned
amd eonstructed according tn the most approved style of architecture, at a cost of
$10,000, They are situated in the most desirable part of the city, commanding
a wiew of the river, and the magnificent streamns that float upon the

| miles of Railroad surv
| ball mile of track daily, with shovel on his shoulder, and

Father of Waters, The grounds sarrounding the College mldumd‘jl;‘m

COUNTY, MISSOURI

with evergreens and well set in grass.  Both these buildings were erected and
ready for nse in fifty-eight days' time; and the College was opened for the recep-
tion of pupils on the fithulay of September, 1871, with ample accommodations
for 250 students, The College has been in regalar sess er since that time,
and all the varioas branches taught in onr western institutions, have heen suc.
cessfully taught here for the past seven years, I founder and owner is Presi-
dent, and is perhaps the only teacher in the State who has invested as much
money for the canse of education. The Trustees for this College are: Hon,
George K. EI%‘. Cortes A, Juhnson, C. . Eherhieart, G. W, Hill, and Thomas
J. Musgrove. In addition to the regular collegiate course, strictest attention is
paid to the primary course.  Music has always been tought here as a part of the
course, and is considered indispensable.  The President has preferred to board
a large number of those who come from 2 distance. During its history quite &
number have finished the regular collegiate course, and have obtained the degree
of A B. Several others have taken a select or scientific course, and have re-
ceived the degree of 5. B, Its students are from different States of the Union,
but mostly from Missouri. It is not under the management of any religions
dwmmmatiqn:_yel every good religions, moral and Christian influence i thrown
arcand the institution ; and it is the greatest desire of the President of the Col-
fege that his stodents may be celebrated for their great zeal for the Master's
cause,  And for this end every tunity will be improved to moke the papils
both good and great, An effurt will soon be made {0 get some endowment fund
for Alexandria College.

RAILROADS.

The Missouri, lowa and Nebrasks Ruilroad passes from East to West across
the County, and has 28 miles of track. The 5. Louks, Keokuk & North
Western Railroad has 10 miles of track from North to South, giving the County

Southern and Eastern conmection. The K. & K. R. R. (Ko Klux) has 25

and road-bed completed in some localities, particu-
, where the Boss shoveller of the period walked his
rew his poy like o

larly mear St. Francisei

“little man,” the object to hold the charter.

‘The Manufacturing Interests consist of Flouring and Saw-mills, one Woolen
factory, one Distillery, several Wagon, Buggy, Plow and Fumniture manufac-
tories, at Kahoka, Athens, Luray, Fairmont, Alexandria; the Intier place where
the Machine Shops of the M., L & N. Railroad are located.

TOWNS AND POST-OFFICES

Avwstn —a Postoffice, 13 miles North.west of Kahokia.

Alexandrin—aon the Mississippi, at the mouth of Des Moines River, 204 miles
from St. Louis, five miles from Keokuk, and Railway trains can be seen running
in three different States. Woas fiest seitled in the winter of 1834-35, by the
ferryman bullding 2 cabin (Keaney), whe remained there a short time. It con-
tains several Churches, good School building, with an excellent Seminary, two
Hotels, Printing office, Lamber yard, Wholesale and Retail Stores, and basiness
hdwses usaally found in o place of s size. pulation about 1000

Anson—a Posi-office, 10 miles North-west of Kahoka.

Ashton—a Post.office, on the M., I, & N. Railroad, 20 miles West from Alex-
andria.  One Store, and one Blacksmith shap,

Athens, on the Des Maoines River, 11 miles North of Kahoka, was laid out in
r844, and is noted for its mﬂg}nil'u::ul water power afforded from the Des Maoines,
contains one Woolen mill, Flouring and Grist mill, one Wagon shop, three
Stores, one Graded School, one Methodist Church.  The Cmﬁ:-lsﬂz troops,
under Col. Martin E. Green, attacked this place, August sth, 1861, and were
defeated by Col. Moore and his andisciplined militia, who formed the members
uf the Thirty-first Regiment. This is helieved to be the most Nodhern engage-
ment of the war, and the same Regiment participated in the most extreme
Southern, via Mobile,

Chambersburg—a Post-office, 8 miles North-west from Kahoka. A town was
lnid off here at an early day.

Clark City—on the M., . & N. Railmad, 13 miles from Alexandria, was
chiefly laid off by Aaron Beckiol and Bryant Bartlett, and was ance a rival of
Kahoka for the oty seat, [t b5 most pl by situated, and d
a delightiul country, and mnost mzr,?-dlu farmers. The ?eupll of this town
were aiming to make it an educati centre, and an ! 4, eon-
trolled by the Presbyterians, is located here.

Gem—a Post-office, 7 miles Southeeast of Kahoka.

Kahoka—Coanty seat of Clark County. A thriving incorporated town of
120 inhabitants. It is centrally Jocated wpon high rolli irie land, and
noted for its excellent water and pure bracing atmosphere. It 15 a station on the
M, I & N. Railroad, 15 miles West of Alexandria, and 215 Norh-west from 51,
Lowis; containing one Flourmg mill, one Bank, three Churches, two Carriage
shops, a fine Opera House (Sansom's}, a frst el Hotel (The Kahoka
Ionse}, Capt. David Morton, Proprietor; a Weekly Newspaper ( The Gasette),
and sbout 30 Mercantile houses, and all doing a fair business.  Grain, Hay,
Cattle nnd Hogs are exported ; Western Union Telegraph, United States’ Ex-
press and Daily Mail,

Neeper—a Post-office, 10 miles South of Kahoka, Jobn Pricket & Bro,, do
a gensral Merzantile business at this point.

Peakeville—7 miles North of Kahoka, contains two Stores, Methodist
Charch, Pablic Schoal ; among the carly setilers were Dr, Peake, Tudge McKes,
Jerry Lewis, John Wade, Dumas, Hill and Graham.

Fairmont—12 miles South-west of Kahoka, containe four Stores, Hoel,
Public School, . O, Church, sarrounded by an excellent farming country,
Among the carly scitlers in this vicinity were Micajah and Daniel Weber, Bay-
ley Glascock, Francis and Ralph Smith, and Wm, Kerfoat,

“Fremont—a Pod-office, 7 miles North-east of Kahoka, and 5 miles from
Clark City on the M, I. & N. Railroad, its shipping point,

Winchester—7 miles from Wayland station, was laid out in 1837; has three
Stores, Flouring mill, Baptist and Methodist Church, Public School, Post-office.
Population, 250, Among the first settlers were : Keller, Crooks, Lewellen, Lowry,
Bennett, Bush, Banks, Wheeler, Reed and Highee.

Wayland Station—Post-office and station on the M, 1. & N. Railrond, 75
miles West of Alexandrin. P, S. Stanley, Agent,

Union—a Post.office, 6 miles South of Kahoka,

5t Marysville—12 miles South of Kahoks; has one Catholic Church, presided
over by Father Coyle. ' A beautiful and well kept Convent is attached to the

5 '
Dies Moines City—on the Min:'u":sf. & miles from Alexandria; 1 Store,
Girain warehouse, Pou Office, one School-boase, and is a point of considerable
shipment,
Gregory's Landing—on the Mississippi River, 20 miles South-west from
Kahoka Post-office and station, on the 5, L, & N. W, Railroad, 49 miles Noath

of Hannibal,
CLARK COUNTY.
Fopalation of Clark Coanty in .
u "

“ w

" “ 4
Of whom 13,372 were white, and 295 colored—7,050 male, and 6,617 female—
12,851 natives, 5,704 born in Misouri, and 816 foreigners.

VALUATION OF TERSONAL PROPERTY FOR THE VEAR 1876. -
Falue.

Neat Cattle,
Sheep.
Hogs..

All other Personal Property,

Money, Notes and Honds, held by other than Banks

Total Personal Property.. e L) 12
Corporate Company . i,ﬁm
Total Taxable Wealth 9,578,229

BONDED DEBT.
50,000 Alexandria & Bloomfield R. R, a;.nnn{\'m’!‘wt} M.AN.RR,
ol &N-bmklci:y_k.ll. 200,000 Missouri & M ppi B. R,




